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S0u1h D2k ot, 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public U tilities Commission 

Swc C,pitol 500 E. C .ipito l TMM Me the l•t.c.orrm uniution, MfVice Ning.t INt the Corrmlu.k>n htt. HC.w.d 104' tnc ptti,od of 

Pitrl'l', SD 5750),5070 06/13/97 through 06/19/97 
Phone: (800) JJ2·1782 

F-....x: (6C!i) 77J·J80'J 
If you _.. • complo(t copy of • ftllnQ luocl, o""'nl{jl,I •'P'•.-, ot tNil.cl lu you, p1u .. <Cini.Id Oti.llno KolbO Wflhln llv• d• t • of u., llling. 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS DATE INTERVENTION 

NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-076 Awlica:ion by JOllrney Telecom tnternaoonal, Inc. for a Certificate of Alllhority to operate as a telecommunJcatiOns company 
W11tUn Ille slate Of South Dakota. (Stall. TS/TZ) 06 13197 07/07/97 

Applicelkm by Calls for Less. Inc d!bla en. for a Certrficate of All1ho11ty to operate as a telecommunlc:aoons company W1lhln 
TC97·091 the state or South Dakota. (Statf TS/TZ) Appl,cant seeks aulhorrry 10 originate and termlnate ·,nuutate. lntralATA and 

06117,'97 071()7 '97 ,nterLA TA calls of business and reSldennal customers, to operate as a Travel and Debit (Prepaid Cabng) Card reseller, and 
lo 1><0Vlde COCOT/COPT ser.,ce • 

Aj)pllca:ion by Crystal Communications. Inc tor a Certrficate ol Authonty to operate as a telecommunicabons company Within 

TC97-103 the state ol South Dakota. (Stall TS/TZ) Applicant seeks authority to J)ICMde local telec-ommunicatlons i eMCes and 
06/19197 07/07197 lntere,t(tl31109 lolecommunlca~ SOMCes. The ApplJcan1 WIii not offer any local telocommunicallOns serw:os ~ In a Rural 

Telellhone Comnany serllice area Without seeluoo senarat@ Commls$lon aulhoritv 

Applic.lbOn by Oun:elco, Inc •,11 a Cffltic:a1e ol Au1J10rity to operate es a telecommunleabOns company wMin the stale ol South 
Dakota (Statt: TS/TZ) Applieant 'intends to subsc:nbe to and resell all tonms ol Inter-exchange and lnta-erchango 

TC97- t04 ICIL'<XlmrnunocallOM serw:es in the state ol Soulll Dakom, lnctuding local dial tone serw:es, Message Telephone SeMCe Wide 06/19197 07/07197 
Alea Telephone SeMCe. WATS.Wee seMCOS tor~n e•change sel\'ice, pnvate lines, tie hn&s, act .s service, c:ellul1r serw:e, 
local s;w,tc:hod SOIV!Ce and other seMCeS and laauves ol communk:.ltlOns common earners and otho en1l!les • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lnlrBStlto Telephone Company, Inc. pursuant IO 47 U.S.C, 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 htreby seeks de$lgnadon as an ellglb!e 
telecommunications carno, within the focal eschange areas that (:()nstituto it$ RMCO area in South Oakota lntreslato 
Telephone Company is the facilities-based local exchange carrier l)fesenlly pro\'idlng local exchange telecommunications 

TC9i-077 seMCeS In the followlng excha119es In South Dakota Bradley (784), Casllewood (793), Clark (53.2), Florence (758). Hav,i (7S3), 06/1l"ol7 07/07/97 
Lake Norden (7SS), Waubay (94n. Webster (3-45). W~fow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) lnt111state Telephone Company, to 
cs ~.nowlodge, ,s ll1e only carrier today 1><owling local erctlango tclocommunieabOns s&MCes tn the above odonbfitd exchange 
~rea.o /Staff HRNC) 
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lnterst110 Toleeommunlcoll0n$ Cooparawe, Inc. pursuanl to 47 USC 2 14(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks doslgnabOn 
as an oliglblo 1etecommunlealions currier wilhln lhe local oichango ereas lhal constllule Its seMCo area III Soulh Dakolll 
lntentate TolecommunlcabOns CooperalNo is the faolA!es-ba~ local Olchange earner Pfl!SenUy prov,ding local e, change 

TC97.()7S 
telecommunleabOns MtMCeS III lhe tollo,w,g el changes III SOUth Dakola Goodwin (795) Clear Lah (S74J Gary (272) 06/13'97 07/07197 
Eslellne (S73), llfancll (S76), Astona (S32) Toronto (79'), West Hendncks (4 79) Elkton (542), WMe (629). 81001(~ Ru111 
(693), Sjne, (S26) NundalRuUand (586), Wentworth (4S3) and Chester (4S9) lnters1u10 Tetecommunlcalions Cooperowo 
10 its knOW1odge, IS lhu only carrier 1odoy prollld,ng toenl ot change 1etocommunJCallo11s sel'Vicoa ,n the nbovo ldonbfiod 
u channe areas (Sllll HBil(CJ 

Wesi RM11 Coopo,a,.._ Telephone Company pursuant lo 47 USC 2 14(t) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby see l s ces,gn,oon n 
en eligible 1etecommuruca110ns earner Wl1Nn Ille local e• change ,ueas thal consaMe ns HMCe area rn Souin Dakoll Wn t 

TC97,080 River Telophono 1$ lhO !~ based local e, chango carrlor presently prOYld"'O local 01change 1et11communlcab0ns IOMCH 06116,97 07/07.'97 
WI lhO folk,,w,g ordlarigos· a.son (244), 8 u11Jlo (375). Comp Crook (~ 797) one (406-972). Meadow (7881 aM Sorum (866) 
West River Telepl\Cne. lO cs knO'Meclge, ,s lho only e11me1 today proY\dlng local u .change tetecommun,c;at,ons seMC~ 1n the 
above ldentlled eJGti"""• areas fSlatt H81KCI 

Sl.tloJne Tetecommunca'lOlls Inc pur,uanl 10 47 USC 21 4(• ) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby Mil!~J cuignabO!> as an l'"O•ble 
telecommurncauons carrier Wlllltn lhe tocol etchange 11en 1hal constrtule ~ teMC1t are~ v, Soulh Da~o11 S131e~ntt os INe 

TC97,0&1 locll,ue .. baaed local e•chonge earner p1Henlly pro\'ldmfl 1oc.i1 e•changu telrtcommunic.i11on, se1111c~, 111 tt,e tallowing 06 16'117 01/01'97 
e~es NeweU (4S8) Nail.ind (257) ond lel'N'llon (805 374) and (701 37111 Sta1et.,,• 10 ns l<now!Mlge ... uw only c,rner 
IOda'of toc111 eochanne 1etecommunieaoons seMCes ,n 111e abO,e ldenlllled e, channe areas tStaN HBl1'<CI 

Accenl Commun.ca1>ens Inc puf1iuan1 to 47 USC 21 , ceJ and , 1 CFR s, 201 nereby seei.s dM<QnabOn as ~n .-log.bit 
10lecommu111Cabons ca111e, wn.hm the local o•ctiange ureH 1na1 con~lilute 11S seMCcr ~,cm Acce111 rs Ille rac,111101 bas~'fl 

TC97,083 o>ehangll came, PfOstntly 1>10Vld1ng local o•Chang~ 1eleco, . murueouon, 1eMCe$ in lh" following e,ehang"' 8 rrs1ot 1492) 06 17'97 07/07197 
Doland (635) Fre<1;,llC!c (329) Hecla (994) No11n Hecfo (701 9921 ond l ,'elleno 1&871 Accenl 10 w; \ nowlttclgt> os tne only 
can,.,r !Odav lll0""'""' foc41I e, channe Utlttcommunic:abOns s,,r...c:es n the abOvtt e1enOf"'6 ~•Chann" a1ttas tSt"lt H8 C H I 

James VaUey Cooperatve T t'lephon .. ComJ i ny pursuam 10 47 USC 21 • 1e1 ana 47 CFR 5• 201 hereby sl'el.s c~s,qnouon 
n an el1g1olu 1etecommun1ca1X>ns came• w,tn,n 1he local e •chaf\gt aru) 111~1 cons111u1e 11:li seMCe area "' S0utt1 o .. ~01.1 
Jomu Vall11y Cooper.11Ne Tel11pnone Comp•nv IS lhe 1acd1U0S·b.li l!d e, chonge c arrier P,ttvntly provd,ng tor;al e, change 

TC97-084 1e1ecommuncatrons -es'" Ille lol10W1ng u ehaoges 1n S0u1n Dakota Anaover (298) Ctaremon1 (294) ColumtJr• (396J 06 17 57 OM)797 
Conde (382) Farney (395) G1D10n (397). HoYgnton (aa5) and T ,mon (8971 James Va•tey Coope,~IN• T • '•pll()ne Com,wr~ 
10 ~ \nowlodge is the only c.itl'H.'t 1oday prll\'l<ling local e •change l@lecommuncallOn~ '9MCn "' lhe al>O\e ldtn~f.ecJ 
e,cl!anne 11oas (Slaff HS.CH) 

Hoal\land Commu!\1Qll0n5 tnc PU1Suan110 47 USC 2 U (e) a nd 47 CFR 54 201 hereby uelJ dn,gnAllOn as dn et,g,bfe 
'•l•comrnunJCa!IOnS Qlllilt "Mthon the local e.change areH lhdl conslilute olS se,w:e area WI Soum Oal ota He.;111.;00 

rc5·-oa5 C ,,murocal1Cln$ I!' Ifie~ tocaJ e>Chilt,ge Utlll!r 1)1..st!nlly p,O>'IJ,ng IOC• I e• 1IIJ 11<Je telecommun,c.ol)Qns """'"'~ 06 ,. 9• 07101 #1 
in ine following e, changes III Souin Dakota Ptane'CiedclH (337) Heul\l.ioo Communoc .. tion, torts 1.no,,,•toge ~ lht only 
r;.,ffllll lod~vntowl""' !Qcal e, c11a~e ,.1.,~omm1m,ca1X>n, 1•rvlc.-s 1n lh1> abO\e ,aonh!i<wl ,i, ch•-~ ar••• 1s ,a11 i,8 CHI 

PAGE 2 OF 6 



TC97-0a6 

TC97-0&7 

TC97-0&! 

TC97.cm 

reg·~ 

TC97~ 

TC97..()93 

'·"-T.-..Jo• C... w 1 rc ~ID , 1 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 ht1tbySHkSdeJ.1gna110<1 aun eligible 
lahc:.aa,ucau.•_.._,,,._li:IC:al..OW,O,,,etNSe,,.i-11s--...:e 11rea,n South Oakou Mdslale Telephone 
eor-,, • ._ .._ b nn:M loc:a --a•ge carnet presenlly provlcl,og local u changt ltlecommun,calJOlls seNilles on 1111 
·~ e:cr..,_,ns«eDau:D Acldlniji (728) Oe!monl (n9), Ft ThompsoJ1 (2C5). Gann Valley (293), KJmbal1 (77&), 
~ t lobiw:I (24~ Nwar.a roe Sllc:nNy (732) and Whitt Lake (2C9) Midstate Telephono Company, to il1 knowtodgt, 
a 11'4t Ot't'f ca,w-, c,,o.,dr,; - bdliil!ge ltlecommu111ealiol\l serlliCts In the a bow tden~fttd e.change areas (Sllllf 
H&'CH) 

Sa!lic TeKOn C--A •~I::> '7 USC 21 , ca) and 47 CFR S4 201 herat,v ... u dff'II""''" " as an •'91>4• 
lldtCOiia, IU ·---::.. bc:a '°"'*""'., ... Ihm COl\ltml1t 1!$ kMU ., .. BallJC Telecom Coope11M IS the 
1acr.:in-1u110 liX.Al ... , ;a~~ llfow:ling toc•I 1.1d11nge 11lecommun,c;a110ns se,w:es on the lollow,ng 
acnanga: 8aQc (~ ; _,,, o,:,ou ,S.Cl' Salx T eleeom Coopera!Nt 10 11:i knowtec:tgt ,s the only earner toda) providing 
local ud'tal...., w 1 u • s - - .., lht abol.e tdenufted o,e11anq~ areas (S1al1 HBll<c: 

us: oi- Tei- w,c -- » , 1 USC 21'(t ) and , 1 CFR S4201 hereby Mtks d~nauon ts'" t lig!blt 
te&tcomi.a«-a Cir*.,...._ IOC:II nc:hange a1eas !Ml consllMt Its seMc:a a1ta (ISi PIAiM T tlecom, Inc iS 11\t 
la~ 1oc:a1 ...,...,.. ar:,s pa:wAry prCMdlng local erdlange telecommunlcaDons seMCes in the lollow\ng 
~ ~ s ~ ' ,..._~J. -&slHudlon(712·982) E111PlaJO,Telecom Inc 1otts knowtec:tge lslheonly 
carne, IDdJrf C:WO-"l lOcal *' a.-,e It 1 : · nmunoc:aliOns seNlces ,n the abovo ld_enb.~<t ewehal'tge areas (StaN HBIKC 

~\-.rn T~o• Co ,...,, _.cc:, c7 USC 21 4(• ) and 47 CFR 54 201 htreby ueks des,gnnon aa an elaglblt 
11111 •••u• e ,_,..,-...caioa1w.r.a4>1>.-lhalc:Oil5lm.Jltts-. area in South Dakota WHtern Tttle phone 
II i,,e crs; llano loCal....,. -.11 ca,,w cnw,:ty prow:ling local UC!lange lelKOmmuocabonS UMCff on tht loltoww,g 
CIICharQet 0..-0 en, na.ax, ,~ , and Onenl (392) Wt11ern Telephone . to ib knowlec:tge. 11 the only came, today 

lo?' *""'-9! • s z w • s seMCtS"' the above IClonbfied erchar,go areas (Slaff H811(C 

~II T*l:t C:0.0 _, purwanl to , 1 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby setkt dHignalion as 
an tllglCll,e 111. .,.., • ~ .c.. 1711 local exc:l\ange areas that consll!Ute a se,v,ce area ,n South 011.kota 
Sloc:kholm11e.trrem t111 :iocatc1a,oecamt1 p,esenlly P'CMdlnQ loca l ndlange telecommun,c;atlonS seMC«s in the 
I~ ......,-oa,,, ., SecC:" o..ota Slllxl.'dn-5lrandbulg (676 Rewlo (623) and South Shafe (7S6J S1od,r.o1m. 10 rts 
"'°""MelOI • - «ttr _._.. =-:a. ;,,v,,dr,g iOCal eu:hange telecommunoc,oons seMCes in the al>OVe lCltno!ieo ••Change 
.11<!9! (Sta::: wS.~ 

K-ii.c TelofVo w Cc. pr r I to 47 U SC 21'(t ) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnobon u an elrg,ble 
tel«~ car,- - ~ _,. *-.a\a~ aieas 11>11 consllMo ilS se,v,ce area .n South Oai.011 l<ennebec 
T~•Co •e.lr:itn: e ,..,.,~ """" p,ewnlly prowling local err. 1ange 1elecommunlcabonS seMCes 
nlht ~EKl-.g&1o < ex 185' .,., Pl'nho (695) Ktnnebtc Telephone Co , 10 cs kno>Mec:tgt • tht or.ly earner 
too!) f'"?'::0"2 Joca •«:::1• •=- > , ·*• ,. ns MMCM"' tilt above ICltntrlled cuchar,ge areas (S1al1 HS.'C 

Jtl1el'Mlft Telec,t,o,,e Co w ~ b , 7 U SC 2 14(• ) and , 1 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks oes1gna110n at an eHg1ble 
l t l t comm"' • ~ - - - uchlng• areas lhat consblult its seMC;c area In South 01ko1a Jeltorson 
T~~ Co 1r,c •::. • I :ccsrr: local e.rdlangt carne.r p,eunlly pt<Mtl,ng local erchange 1tltcommuncauons 
- n :»•a "'G-.. a._. A'!:.& w 966) JtllMW Tei.phone Co Inc to IS l.nowledge ,s the only car11a1 today 

IOcal • ..,,..,.,. ,.-..,.;c --~ - ., u.. above lClenblleo erchangft arn• (Stall H 
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OCl/17/97 07107/97 

06/17/97 07/07/97 

06/17/97 07/07/97 

06117197 07/07/97 

06117197 07.1)7197 

OCl/16197 07/01/91 

06118197 07/07197 



TC97-094 

TC97--095 

TC97.Q95 

TC9l'-09l' 

TC9,*8 

; cs7~; 

Suitt Bu:MTe4eii>0<>a~.e. loc pun.uanllo • 7 U.S C. 21' (e) and • 7 CFR s, 201 hereby seek~ des,gnal!On aun 
e(g,t)te Iii.II ::s JJ"ICal'-~~ - local exchange areas thal consu1u1e n• seMCe area Sully Bunes Telephone rs 
the ,,.. r 1 1 bXM lrXal -:t .,.,. c:a,ne, p,esenUy p<Ollldtng local erchango talecommunicaliOns seMC~ in the following 
ua,;anges.. \ ·JilSIOnoaC25"' .-..::r.....:d: (266) Seneca (436). Tolstoy (« 2). Onaka (447), Wessmgton (458), langlord (493) 
~ (S37) T~ (S9.S;, 'fu'• ~ 1!52). Hano6d (875), Reo HeighlS (!MJ), Hoven (9'8). Blunl (962) and East Onida (973) 
~ &o.s T-.:b:a•. t:>G a: 1 t,e • Che only earner today J>10vid1ng local orchango 101ecornmun1<:oli0ns scMCes'" the 
a-.~ ad"_.__ 152;a'!f KSIC' . 

V...,tu:"e ~ llrX ~ to '7 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seel(s dOSignaliOn os an abQ1blo 
t.elec.0to" s w a ~ ~ lr'l*' t(llC:;aJ u cha.nge a,eas that eons.ttll.dtt 11$ MMco 010a V@otuto Communtf!abons. g tho 
ta~ toc:a. e,a:r~ CS'>ef P<-.senlly pu,lllding lor:al oxchange telecommul\lcaoom. .orw:es in lhe folfow,ng 
• •CMr,gn Onda f22': ec-:t,e, a.as Roscoe (287) P1.erpon1 (325), Brmon (448), Brmon NO (701 ..t43), Roslyn (486> 
Y.'es$w,g,e;, Spmip 1SJS ~ 5-'~i Ge1:yU,urg (765) and Lebanon (768) Von1ure Cornmun,c;auons 10 ns knowledge 15 
ine orly QrT)l!f ~ rn>IO"? ~ ....ct.arioe 1..iecommumc:iDons seMCos ln the above ldenbfied e, change areas (S1a1t 
HBICr) 

SANCOt.• 1r,c ~1:,r <.JSC 2f4l e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby ,eel<$ deSlgnaliOn as an ellgiblo 1e1eco1nmu~uons 
camer -=- locM iDOC:1,e,ope ,e-as C>M ~e Ill s.JMCe area 111 Soutll Dakota SANCOM IS l/1e lac,kD0$·based locul 
~ CW"W 1111 ,ey ;.:wo,g local e:xdw,oe leleconvnuN<:abons '°""'" 111 lho follow\ng o, changes ,n South Oakola 
V,"*-', ,!3.li Pal.Aa, Ci2!' ;rx; -:Crc,c, OOS) SANCOM IO lb knowtOdge. IS 1/111 only earner loday prowf1119 loeal e"hange 
t~- , .:aw-4~at,o,,eldeflllflea u change areas 1.§.UltLl-iBICH. 

S..itborn THjJ'...,.•e ~ -- IO 47 USC 2 14(t ) and 47 CFR 54 20 I hereby seel<S de51gnauon os an el,g1blc 
tel.comm --: ,s ~ ..r:,r; lrA local e«:nangu areas !hat con,u1u1u 11S seMCo urea ln SouUI Oakola Sanl>Om 
T ~,. • ir. ta c z 1 1 , lQCa. ~.ge earner l)(ffenlly p,CMd,ng lex:~• u c1,ong~ 1elecommun1eaoons ,ierVICH In !he 
lolloww,g ~ .., Scrr:CI ~ Elnan (227) Ml Vernon (236). Lulcher (248) , Foroslburg (495). Ar1esian (527) 
WocmodAlt~ ....,A,;ip,a:a ';!,i.?) ~ielephOne.10 ltS knowledge ,s U.e only camer 1oday p,owllng socaf n change 

...,.._ dended 111cl>ange areas (Stall HBICH 

~ •o\,ncpll'T~Co p-,.,-co , 1 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hOreby 6eeilsoo51gnobon as an ehg,ble 
tt!'«orw ....-, ca,,w -,;r,r ~ ioc:ai achange areas tna1 cons1J1ute As ~er.,c;e area 1n Souli> Dakota Be1oslord ':'el 
"""' tlil:Slles.-- vcr...,,. can,er p,-t,Hnlly pnMtloog local eacl!mnge telecomrnumc.~bons scMCes •n lh• lobo,,,,ng 
,ucha-,g. S-Hmrd ~ · a.res:oro Tc IO its k.no"flldge ,s lhti only ca,,..,, 1ooay proYld,ng lccal e<change 
~-. e.. u _.-. - - - ~Ml e<ehango 11reas lS1a!I HBIKC) 

~eo,,,,., - ....... ,o..~ .... ,. : r..o,,;p,nuar,110 47 USC 21, (0) ar>d A7CFR 54 201 htiteb)'"8k$dOS,On~oon 
H an •'90' .. ~., - ca,,- ..cn.n 1t111 local e,chango area$ 1/lat eon~lltule Its sorw:o orea Roberts County 
Tei~ ~c . .., •11• :or • ;r-,.. la ~s-t>ased focal e1change earner pre$@ntly pr0Yld1ng local e,cnango 
~ -•,,.... ~ «>d\anges Nol1tl Ne .. Etlmglon NO (701-634) New Elflngton (637) ar.d Cla110 
Cq fOSZ' Q-~ dlt.a o oe Coopc,,awe A5$oQiJL'On 10 ~ l<nowteoge tS lilt! onry earffl!r tO<Jay prOWJ,ng lotol 
f'-.:cfanq,,, --~ ....-~"' 17><! above rdMnfl~ ~•eh•ng~ ,1re11~ (Stan H811<C 
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06119197 07/07197 

06/19197 07/07£97 

06119197 0 7/07197 

06/19!97 07/07(97 

06119197 07/07197 

OS,19•117 07/07197 



TC97•100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97•105 

RC Communicllions , roe pursu1n1 to "7 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 h111by seeks oesignalion as 1n el!Q,ble ~-.... came,...,., IN IOCal Pd\arlge 81NS lhat COIIS&M IS MMCe 11111 RC CommunicaliOnl It 1M '"*'·· 
based loc1l 1kchaoge carrier l)fetenlly p,CMding local 1rch1nge lelecommun,c:ations MMCH III ltte IOllowwlg el chenget 
North Veblen, NO (701.e34), 1/Wmot (939), Peever (032). Veblen (739) and Summit (399) RC Communlc:11ions, to ,i. 
knowledge, is tht only carr,er today l)foV'idlng local • • change ltler;ommunlcalions se,vic;es In tho above ldenbfted 11r change 
artas {Slaff HB~C. 

Spllltock PropeflNS Inc, pur1Umn1 to 1,7 USC 214(1) end 1,7 CFR 54201 hereby setu du,gnation as 1n •tocle 
111,communoca!IOns camtr wllhln lhl local 1ltChano<1 a,aas !hat c:onclilute is ..,,_ arH ., souu. 0•~- Sp4,lrod, 
Ptope,ws Inc It tht l1allties-based local tl!Changt carrier prnenlly prOV'ldong toe.I 11chtng• tetecommun.Qlions MMCts 
In Ille lotlowlng exchanges In SoU1II Dakota: How111d/C1r1hage (772) and Oldh1.m/R1mon1 (492) Sp&,uock Proper11es, Inc , 
to 11s knowledge, 11 the only carrier today proY'-'i.v, local et.change teleeommunlca1Sons &elVleets In the lbo\'8 ldonbfied 
•~change arus (Slaff HBIKC. 

Spieroclt T.i-n CooperaM,tnc l)l;l1Uanl to 1,7 USC 211.(t) and 47 CFR 54 201 htttby seeks designation as an et,g,blt 
ttlecommunlcations earner WIIIWl lht local tl!Ch1ng1 11,as that consuutt cs Sl<\Oet 1111 Spl,!rock Ttlecom CooparaM 
Inc 15 the la~based IOCII erchlnge carntr presenlly prCMding local exchangt 1tlecommun1eations leMCa 1n lht 
rollowmg exchanges Brandon (582) and Ga,retson (SOS-591.) and (507,597) Spl,Uock Telecom Coope11t111e. Inc , to IIS 
knowledge. is !he cmly carrier today Pfowllng local exchange telecommunlc:alions servlc:H In the above idonbllod ucn1nge 
a,eas. {S~ll~_HB/1(~ 

Tn:-county Telecom. Inc pursuant 10 1,7 USC 211.(t ) and "7 CFR 54 201 hereby Sffks de,.,qnauon es an el!goble 
telecommunlcaliOns earner W1lllln the loca.l e,:cnang, 11ns that constl!Ute a uMCe area WI Soulh Dakota Tn-Counly 
Telecom. Inc is the la~s-based local nchang, canie, pretanlly prowling local ••change telecommunk:abons se,w:es 
In ltte lollo,,,;ng e.1changes In South OakolD Clavton (1125) and Emery (443) Tn-Counly Telecom, Inc , to IIS l.now1edgo, ill 
tho only ca,ritr toC1 1v pr<Mding local exchango 1elecommurucat1on1 se,w:n In the above ldenufled o~chang, nreas (Stall 
H~ 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST CommuNC:aliOns. Inc. Ned lot apptoval by the Commcssioo tht T)'f"' 1 Paging Agrttmenl befwetn KJ""'1 ,Aobole 
Pag,ng and U S WEST "This Agrfffflllll was reached ~ VOiuntary negolllllions wMout roso11 to medqiuon or albltNlliOn 
a nd Is submitted ro, approval pursuant to Secllon 252(e) of the CommunlcaUons AC1 or 193", H amended by 111e 

06/18/97 

oe,: ; ,'97 

06/19197 

06fl9197 

TC97.079 I TelecommunlcaliOns AC1 ol 1996 KJAM Mob,le Paging and US WEST tu1111er roqueat 111a1111e Commiulon approve 11111 I 0611M17 
Agreement w,thout a hearing and WIIIIOUI alloww,g lhe 1111,rvenuon or other par11es Becauu Uus Agreement was reach..i 
~ llol\K>laty~-.cdoes not ra.iw ISSUH roquinng a heanng and does not concern olher pefllff nor a part ol Ille 
nOQC>_baliOns Erpeclrt,ous approval we>ukl hlnher lh~•~pu= bk~~1n~1e=r~es1~·----------------- --

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Commurocalions Ned tantr :r.heei. that remove references to t 1Ch1nges thal have been aold by u S WEST TIie 
TC97.0S2 I sal- "oiS elfecwe June 1, 1997 In addcllon, lhls llling lncJU<!es some le>t changes and cleatMJp ctems US WEST 11H I 06117/9i' 

reguestl!d an elle~ e1a1e 01 JuM 1, 1997, 10< INs f.ling (Stall · 

PAGE50F6 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 
NA I East Pla;n$ Telecom. Inc on June 13. 1997 L NA l NA 

JMpot\lflll HMIC• 0.. ~ • ~ • hl lfJ ..,._.,n.t~lft..W\, f .ow M .. ..,. WWMll~-~~--•r"'-C~S,, r.......,.c lO T.,"t ~ ~ '-~U.-• '"'if~ '••,,... tt"•..o;.:"~ .. .,_e.,-,~ ~ .. a..,~ 
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Sod&V~ 
Public Utilities Commission 
Stoic C1pl1ol lJulld1ng. 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Ouoi. S7501-5070 

October 1, 1997 

Mr Rictlatd D Coil 
Executive Director 
SOITC 
P. O. Box57 
Pierre, SO 57501 

RE: Ellgible Telecommunications earner appllcatloo, TC97-089 
Westem Telephone Company 

Dear Mr.Colt 

The above,referenced application has been reviewed by the staff of the Public Utilities 
Commission The following addi1lonal Information Is needed In O<der for the Commission to 
consider this applicatloo: 

1 Pursuanl lo 47 C.F.R. 54.101(a)(4), single-party service or its fundlonal equivalent must 
be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications carrier (ETC) to receive universal 
serv,oe suppon mechanisms. Does the above-referenced toml)any have this service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54.405 and 54.411, Ufellne and Unk Up services must be made 
• ,vailable by an ETC to qualifying tow-mcome consumers. Does Ille appllcallt company. as 
refe1ence<1 above. make these setvices available to qualifying coo~mers? 

3 Please prOVide a venf1Catlon by a.n authorized effacer, under oath, to the Commfsslon ln 
MllCh the app1,can1 represents to Che Commission that the faru stated In the Request for ETC 
Oesignatlon and the response lo dala request nos. 1 and 2. above, are lrulhful. 

PIQ.se respood by OctDber 14, 1997 upon receipt of this informalloo, it will be avalUa.led by 
staff and the maner will be scheduled for conslderallon by the Commission Thank you for 
your allenlion co Uli$ malter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THA'T THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC OESIONATION FOR .THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA. 

Sinc,rely, 

J1l1tn· f, tm,•v 
Karen Q emer 
Staff Attorney 

cc: Harlan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SATELLITE ) 
) 

VALLEY Tk:LECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97-068 

TC97-089 

TC97.070 

TC97.071 

TC97.073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. I TC97.Q83 
I 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE I TC97-084 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATlONS, INC. ) TC97-085 
) 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97.Q86 
) 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC9'1-087 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM. INC. ) TC97-088 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TCl7-0lt 
) 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE TC97-090 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. TC97-092 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO .• INC. ) TC97-093 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE. ) TC97-094 
INC. I 

VENTURE COMMUNlCATIONS, INC. ) TC97.095 
) 

SANCOM, INC. ) TC97-096 
) 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE } TC97-o97 
} 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. } TC97--098 
} 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE } TCll7-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. } TC97•100 
} 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. } TC97-101 
} 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TCll7·102 
} 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. } TC97-105 
I 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY } TC97-108 
I 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC9 7-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENOENT ) TC9Y.-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKATELEPHONECOMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 

I 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM I 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS I 
COOPERATIVE I 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

I 
I 

TC97•125 

TC97-130 

TC97·131 

TC97·154 

TC97·155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South OakOCa Pubic Uttllbes Comm,SSIOl"I (COITIITllSSIOO) recetVed requests from 
the above caplloned telecommun1cattons companies requesLng designation as eligible 
telecommunications earners 

The Commtsst0n electronlcalty transmitted nouce of the f1hngs and the intervention 
deadhnes to interested 1ndsv1duals and enttttes On June 27, 1997. the Comm,ss,on 
recetved a Petmon to Intervene from Dakota Telec::on'V'nlsllt0ns Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Dod<et 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997. at ,ts regularty scheduled meeting the Comm,ss,on granted 
interventton to DTS and OTI 1n Ood<et TC97-075 No other PetJttons to Intervene were 
flied 

The ConmSS40n has ,unsdldt0n over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1 ·26 
end 49.31 1nclud1ng 1·26-18, 1-26-19 49· 31· 3 49 ·31 -7 49-31·7 1 49 .31 . 11 and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) UVough (5) 

The issues at tne heanng shall b8 as ronows ( 1) wtletl'ler the above captioned 
telecommunlcattons compan,es should be granted des,gnahon as ehg1b!e 
telecommunicauons earners and (2) wnat service areas shall be estabhshed by the 
CommtSs,on 



A heanng shall be held at 1·30 P.M . on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol. Pierre, South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCt Chapter 1-26. All parties have the right to be present and to be 
repfesented by an attorney These rights and other due process nghts shall be forfeited 
If r.ot exercised at the heanng If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the heanng, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence p<0vided, 1f any, during the hearing or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commission will oonsider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Faa, Conclusions of Law, and a Flnal Decision regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Comm1sston may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting des1gnatlon as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommurucations carriers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the slate C1rcu1t Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. II 1s therefore 

ORDER!:_D that a hearing shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the Issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted des1gnat1on as eligible telecommunications carriers. an I the Commission shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sabih1tes Act, this hearing 1s being held in a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Uhhlles Comm1ss1on at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you _ / . r~ 

Dated at Pierre, S~th Dakota, this 7 day of November, 1997 

CEIITVICA TE Of' SEJIVICE 

TIie -SIQM<I lwwt,y certJ1IH ttwc \No 
-1\ul>Nn -1ocs.y upon.,. p.llllo• 
of re<:Ofd In ff111 -.d. •• iJttd on ,,,. -
- U,t, by I«-0< l>'f n.u , .... !Nil. In 
Pf-'Y -- tnwlopu, """ ctwge.• 

~Jita/J!l}?/dti(J 
°"'" II /'4/f:J I 

OHICW. SEAi. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Execuhve O,rector 



WESTED 'hLEPIIOIB COMPAXY 
Serving Cresbard, Faulkton, Orient. Polo & Wecota 

H,1rold A. Brown, Man4ger 

PO Box 128. Ill 9th Ave. N .• Faulkton. SO S7• 38-0128 - Phont,: f>OS.S98-6217 -f,1.: 60S,S98-4100 

November 2S. 1997 

Ms Karen Cremer 
Staff Anorney 
Public U1ilitics Commissions 
Capitol Building. I" Floor 
500 East Ctpi1ol A venue 
Pierre. South Dakota S7S01-S070 

RECEIVED 
~ov 1997 

!>OUTH DAK( Ti\ PUBLIC 
Ul lllTlf<. C "\\l'>SIO N 

RE' Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) Application TC97-089 
Western TdcphoneCompany 

DcarMs Cremer 

We arc responding to Lhe need for additional clarification regardi.ng our single pany service 
offering. Western Telephone Company offers single pany service to all of iu JUbKri~n 

My affidavi1 as to the validity of the information contained herein is provided below 

::7· 
~# ··~-:;:7 

Harold Brown ~ -
Gfflctal M11.nagcr/Secre,ary & TrC1$Urer 

• MARILYN HAO~ICK~ 
~11:,·.:.,~ r. s. :

1 
~ \ 

~S<Alhl PAKOJA~~ 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI SSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

---~~---~~-~ 
1N THE MATTER OF THE PILI NGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATI ON AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOHKUNI CATI ONS CARRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC . 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UNICATIONS, INC . 

VALLEY TBLECOHHUNI CATlONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATES, I NC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

1NTRASTA1£ TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COO PERATIVE, TNC . 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUN ICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, I NC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICAT I ONS, INC. 

ACCENT COMM UNICAT I ONS, I NC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COKPf,NY 

HF.ARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS , INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPA NY , INC. 

BAI.TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

E:AST PLA £ 'OM IN . 

RECEIVED 
) 

> DEC O 2 1997 
) 

~ UTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIES COMMISSION 
) 

) TC97 ·06 i 
) 

) TC97· 069 
) 
) 

) TC97·070 
) 
) 

) TC9 7 · 07l 
) 

) 

) TC97 · 073 
) 

) TC97 • 07 4 
) 

) TC97-075 
) 

) TC97 · 077 
) 

I 
) TC97 - 078 
) 
) 

) TC97-080 
) 

I 
) TC97·081 
) 

) TC97•08l 
) 

I TC97 -0 84 
) 
) 

I TC97 08S 
) 

I TC97·086 
) 

I TC97·087 
) 

T 7•088 



l 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRA.NDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , I NC. 

S JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPER AT I VE , 
INC . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

VENTURE COMM UN ICATIONS, INC . 

SANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNI C IPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERAT IVE ASSOC IATI ON 

13 RC COMM UNI CATIONS, I NC. 

H SPLYTROCK PROPERT I ES. I NC. 

1S SPL 1TROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE. I NC . 

16 TR I -COUNTY TELECOM. l 1'C. 

17 FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BRIDGEWATER CANI STOTA I NDEPENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

21 UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOPERnTIVE TELE PHONE 
COi-: PANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

25 
BROOKl NGS ~ US IC!PAL TELEPHONE 

I TC97-089 
I 
I TC97-090 
) 

I 
) TC97-09 2 
) 

) TC97-093 
) 

) TC97 - 09 4 
) 
) 

) TC9 7 - 095 
) 

) TC97·096 
) 

I TC9 7· 097 
I 
) TC97-098 
) 

) TC9 7·099 
I 
I 
I TC 97 • 100 
I 
l TC97• 101 
I 
I TC97- 102 
I 
I TC97 • 10S 
} 

I TC97·108 
I 
I TC97 · ll 3 
I 
l 
I TC97 · 11 4 
I 
I 
I TC"- 115 
I 
I TC97- ll7 
) 

I 
) TC Q 7 l 21 
I 
I TCC\7 12 S 
I 
) TC':.1.....!. 1..,0,_ __ __, 



l HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HA NSON COMM UNlCAT!ONS I NC., D/ B/ A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS 

4 COOPERATIVE 

S MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST COMM UNI CAT IONS , I NC. 

7 THREE RfVER TELCO 

----~~---------~----~-----~~----

J 
) 
) TC9 7- 1 31 
) 

l 
) TC97-15 4 
) 

l 
l TC97 -1 55 
I 
) TC97 - l6 ~ 
) , TC97-167 
I 
) 8 

9 

10 

l l 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTI LITIES COMMISSI ON 

12 PROCEEDI NGS; 

13 

PUC COMt:HS SlON; 

No vember 19 , 1997 
1:30 P . M. 
Room 4 12, Capitol Bui lding 
Pierre, Sout h Dak o ta 

J l m Burg, Cha i rman 

3 

15 

16 La ska Schoenfelder, Commiss i oner 
Pam Ne lson , Commi ss i oner 

17 

18 COMMISSION STAff 
PRESENT; 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

Rolayne Ailt s Wiest 
Camron Ho sec k 
Karen Cremer 
Har l an Best 
Bo b Knadle 
Gr ego r y A. Risl o v 
David J a cobso n 

Repo rted by : Lo ri J. Grode. RMR 
25 
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Denve r, CO 8 0202 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

5 

P R o c E e P I N Q $ 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. We' ll go ahead a nd ge t 

started . I'll begin the hearing for the dockets 

re l a ting to t he elig i ble telecommunicati o ns c arriers 

designation . The t i me 1s approximately 1:50. The date 

is No ve mber 19, 1997; and t he l ocat ion of the hear ing 

is Room 412, State Capitol, Pierre, Sou~h Dakota . 

I am 'im Burg, Commisoion Cha i rman . 

Commis s1 o ners Las ka Schoenfelder and Pam Nel son are 

10 also present. I'm presid i ng o ver this hea r ing. The 

11 hearing wa s noticed pursuant to the Commi ss ion's Order 

12 For and Notice of Hear i ng issued No vembe r 7, 1997. 

13 The issues at this hear ing shall be as 

~ollows : On e, whether the r e questing 

lS teleco mmun1cat1ons company should be Jranted 

16 designa tion as el igibl e telecommunications c a rriers: 

17 and, t wo , what se rv ice areas shall be e stablished by 

18 the Commissio n . 

: 9 All parties have the r ight to be present and 

20 ~o be r e pre•ented by an a tt o rney. All perso ns so 

2 1 test1fy1ng w1ll be s wo r n in and sub) ect to 

22 cross - exam1nation by the parties. The Commission's 

23 f inal decision may be appea led by the parties t o the 

2 4 State Ci r cuit Court and t he State Supreme Court . 

2S Rolayne Wiest will act as Commissio n 



6 

l counsel. She may provide re commended ru lings on 

2 proce d~ ral and ev1dent1a ry ma tte r s . The Commiss ion may 

3 o ve r ru le its counse l 's preliminary rulings throughout 

t be hea ring . I ! no t o verruled, the preliminary ruli ngs 

5 wil l become fina l. 

6 At this time I'll turn it over to Rolayne f or 

7 lhe ne aring 

9 MS. w: EST· I 11 take appearances of the 

9 pa r ties . Ri ch, ~h o do you represent ? 

lO MP. co :7 : ·~ here today representing d ll of 

ll the SO tTC member compan ies, dnd also Kado k a which ha s 

:2 recently app ! ted ! o r ~embership with the coal1t1on. 

13 And Darla Roger 1s here represe~t1n9 s o ~e companies, 

.~ and l guesG she c~~ -d 1nd1cate f o r the reco rd which 

: s o n~a she'• representing 

: . 
. ~ . 

:s 

MS. ROGERS: l'm here representing Va lley: 

5~oc ~no!~·Sc r ndourg Go :den West , 1nclud1ng V1v1 an : 

MS. W: ES7 Could you repeat those again ? 

: o Valley. S:oc kho1~ ~s :~a ndbu~g . V1v1an. Gold~~ West 

21 MS ROGERS Colden West . Sully But t es and 

2 Venture 

23 MS. WIEST . us West . 

MR HEASTO~ : B1ll Heast on and Tammy W1lka 

! 0 1 US We st Commu ~1 c at1 o ns. 

. 
• 



l 

2 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cre me r , Commission st a ff. 

MR. HOSECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

3 staff . 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take one 

5 of these dockets first and that's TC97-075. Do any of 

6 the part.ies want to make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don't y ou proceed with 075 then. 

9 MR . CCJtT: Sure, that's fine . I really don't. 

10 have an opening st.atement.. The r e are a coupl e of 

11 exh1bit.s that we would like t.o adm i t . And 1 understan d 

12 there's also been some let.t.ers sent c.o t.he Commi ssion 

13 that. we would like t o admit int.o t.he record as ev ide nce 

1 4 o n ~he ETC queet.1ons. And that would be Exhibit. Number 

15 1, which is the applicat ion of Port Randall for ETC 

16 designation, and Exhibit No 2, which is the response 

17 o i Fo rt Randal l t o a data request from stu(f, dated, ! 

18 

: 9 

20 

21 

22 

bel1ev, , October 1st . And there are c. wo let ters. 

don't kno w 1 f we've mar ked tho se yet. 

( EXH1S1TS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

l 0ENT 1FICATI0N. ) 

[ 

MR. COIT: There are t wo •ther exhibits t.hat 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3 . Kathy Mar~et., ie that 

2 4 the letter o f Dakota or is Exhibit 3 the letter . 

25 MS. MARMET : Exhibit 3 is the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dakota. 

MR. COIT: So the Ex hib i t 3 is the lette r 

from Robert Marme t to the Commission, and Ex hibit 4 is 

4 a l etter Cr om Mike Bradley to the Commissi o n . 

5 MS . Wl£ST : whac•s the date of that lette r , 

6 the letter fr om Bradley? 

7 

8 

9 

: o 

! ! 

MR . COIT: No vember 18 t h . 

MS . WIEST: Because I have one dated November 

18th and on e the 19th. 

MR . C0 :7 • think ao. ls that right. 

Exhibit 3 1s that the 19th? Okay l had a :ecter 

12 Lha· was dated yesterday. but the o nes we have ma rked 

l l ! o r dm1ss1 o n : o d~y. : believe both the letters are 

u dated the 19th, No vember 19th 

: s ~s . w: Es:- So the let ter from Mr . Bradley 1s 

: 7 ~R CC :7 : Yes . So rry about that. 

: " And that·s Exhibit 4 . 

) 9 MR. co : T d n·t kn ow why they' re dated 

::o :l.~:,.:-ent:y 7he :•::. . s the o ne we·re seelnng 

., . 
• • 

2 3 

24 

25 

admu,s1 o n o n . : be: 1eve Yee. chcy arc iden,1c:al so 

MS. W! ES':" ·h1nk chey•re not exactly 

1nen t 1cal but we·:1 g o w. th the 19th. Could l see t h e 

! d on 't bel1 ev e we got cop~es o ! 
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1 that one . (Pause.) So at this time are yo u offering 

2 Exhibits 1, 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yes, that's co rrect. 

4 MS. WIEST, Is there any objection to those 

S e xhibits being •dmitted ? lf not, l , 2, 3 and 4 have 

6 been admitted in TC97 ·075. Then at this time I would 

7 as~ if any o f the parties have any questi o ns perta i ning 

8 to TC97 -0 7S, inc luding the Commissioners? 

9 The o n ly question I would have. Rich, 1s o n 

10 the r esponse to the data request, Exh ibit 2, And the 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

first quest ion it cal ks about single parcy ser vice. t 

guess it's not absolute l y clea r that '.t' s ava ilab le to 

a ll the customers the way that the statement is written 

and answered . 

MR. CO I T: Oh, because the y said does the 

16 above-re ferenced company have this service. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 .. 

25 

M . WI EST: Right. 

MR . COIT: Yeah , I guess that is correct. 

And I am not here today co serve as a witness . 

MS . WIEST : No. 

MR . COI T : If tha t's a concern that you feel 

y ou need addressed. and t hate to say this, but l wa s 

led c o believe that i ( there were some questions on 

applications and there was not a witness here to answer 

that, those quest ions coul d be dealt wi th between now 
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1 a~1 O c ember 2nd. The r e a re witnesses here toda y for 

2 some of the other appli c ations. but the r e 1s not a 

3 witness here today wit h respect to Fort Randall's 

~ application. 

s MS. Wl£S7: 7h~ only other th1n9 I would 

6 suggest 1s that perha ps the Commission could Just ha ve 

7 

6 

it clar1 ! i ed by anothe r a f fidavi t ! rom the person. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We could approve it on the 

9 basis of that cl ar1!icat1on. 

10 MS. WI EST: A late-f1led exhib:t Jus t 

cla r ifying that •~n e we a r e taking affidav1ts f rom t he 

!2 w::nesses on other issues 

l l MR. COI T : l appreciate that option. 

MS. WI EST: Othe r wise, are there any ocher 

15 qu~sl1ons relating to 07S? 

CHA:RV.AN BURG: Can we make bench dec1s1ons? 

MS WIES':' : Staf; w1!l have something c oo. 

:s Thny'll h ave L•st1:ony on a ll of the c ases . Does staf! 

!~ wdn" cc go now, o r do you wa nt to go at the very end? 

2C MR HOSE:CI' Or191na!ly we had planned to g o 

:?: a:ter th~ appl:cants had 

MS WIEST. All the applicants? 

23 XR H0S £ Cr" Yes. And 1f these are treated 

2 ; en mass or something !a 1 r ly close to that, then we 

25 would be prepared to put o n ou r case in a similar 
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1 manner. 

2 

3 

CHA I RMAN BURG: That's f i ne . 

MS. WI EST : Le t ' s j us t g o t hrough them a nd 

4 t hen we' l l have Har l an a s th e wi tne s s . Le t ' s g o bac k 

s to TC97-068. Doe s a ny o n e have a ny q ues tion s on 

6 T C97 - 068? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J ust a clar i f ication. Wha t 

data re q uest response is this? 

MS. WIEST: Ye s . That would b e in that 

p a cket. 

MR. COIT: Is the r e a c ha nce that we could 

conside r o r dea l wi th t hese en mass as Mr . Hosec k has 

indicated o r suggeste d ? 

MS. WIEST: l'd rather not just because on a 

f e w of the m l have a couple questions o n some o f them. 

MR. CO IT: Okay. S houl d I go a he ad and 

introduce the e xhibits ? 

MS . WlEST: Yes . 

MR. COT T : With respect to Doc ke t TC97 -0 68 

2 0 there are t wo exhibits . Exhibit No. l is the a ctual 

21 ETC request filed by Vi v ian Telephone Compan y . And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 is the response o f Vivi a n Te l e phone 

23 Company co a data r equest from Commission s ta ff. We 

2'I 

25 

woul d move the admission o f those e xhi b its. I do not 

have the dati:s. 1 don't ha ve the m ne r e with me . 

I 
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1 Okay . Yeah, the d a te o n the Exh i bit No . 1 is 6-199 7 , 

2 and the dat e o n t he respo n se t o the da t a request is 

3 10-1 4 -97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHA IRMAN BURG: 

MR. CO! T : 6 · 19 

6-9; ri g h t, n ot 6- 19? 

6-9 , excuse me. 

MS. WIEST: Oka y. I s there any obj e ction to 

7 admitting Ex hibits l a nd 2 i n 0 6 8? If n o t, t h ey ' ve 

8 been a dmi tt ed. Agai n , Rich, o n Ex h ibi t 2 , t he f i rs t 

9 ques tio n , it says we p rovide s i n gle par t y s ervi c e 

10 throughout. l guess I'll a ssume ~ha t mea ns al l 

11 

12 

cu s tomers? 

MR CO :T : : would call 003 Lee . Don Lee i s 

ll here r epresenting Vtv1an a s we ll as some o f the other 

comi:,c1n 1es. 

E, 

17 

18 

Don Lee, do you wan t to : a~e a sea t ? 

DON LEE, 

called as a witness. bei ng first dul y s worn. 

was e xa mined and cesci f ied a s follows: 

DIRECT EXAM INATI ON 
19 BY MR CO IT : 

20 

22 

Could you respond to Commission counsel's 

quesc 10n. pl e ase ? 

. " . Yes . The ans wer t o you r q ue s t ion is, y es , it 

23 does tndtcace that they pro vide serv ice pr i va te line 

throughout the st~dy a r ea. 

25 MS. WIEST : Single party co all customers? 
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1 It's available to all customers? 

A. Right. 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. That's the o nly 

quest ion I have. Does anybo dy else have any questions 

f o r this witness for 068? If not, tha nk you . I d i d 

admit Exhibit land 2. 069. 

MR . C~ IT: We would move the admission o f 

8 Exh i bits No. l and 2 in 069 , and that is an ETC request 

9 or app lication dated 6 -9-97 and response to a staff 

1 0 data request dated 10 - 14 - 97. 

11 MS . KIEST : Any o b j ection? lf no t, they've 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Excus e me, I do 

t q not have the data r equest up here wit, me f or some 

!5 reason. l' m sorry about this, but I need to go back 

16 a nd ask Mr . Lee about the Lifeline, Link Up . l think 

17 was that covered in the data request? I ' m sorry t o be 

18 behind the eight ba ll , but I d id not have that and sot 

19 need to know whether this company is doing Lifeline , 

20 Link Up now or whether you need to -- whethe r you 

21 intend to ha ve tha t implemented by 1 - 1? 

22 A. You 're re~err i ng to the Vi vi an Te lephone 

23 Compan y ? 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vi vian i s 

25 what we're doing now. 
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1 A. V1v1an Telephone Company d oes provide 

2 Lifel . ne and Link Up t h r oughout its syst e m with the 

3 ex ep.ion of the Vi vian Excha nge, and they ~n ticipate 

4 providing it i n the Vi v i an Exchang e by J anuary l , 

5 1998 . 

6 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : But antici pated 

7 and doi ng 1t are t wo dif ferent things. And I think I'm 

8 going to h a ve to be a ssured tha t you're either going to 

9 d o i t o r that you' re going t o as~ for someth i ng fr om 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will d o it 

12 b y tha t dace? 

13 COMM ISs: ~sER SCHOENFELDER: l think that's 

14 one o f the requirements, if I'm reading the Act r ight. 

1S A . Yeah . 

: 6 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And I think 

17 that's i mpo rtant tha t we have that o n the reco rd . 

l 8 A. Ce rtain ly. Comm i ss1o ner . The an s wer is, ye s. 

1 9 they are commlt ted to pro v iding it by l - l -l998 . 

20 CO MM :SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank you . 

21 CHAI RMAN BURG: Just a q uestion, a general 

22 one o n t hat . On the toll, wh a t d o we call it t oll 

23 con c r o l ? Do we need a stat ement on t hose, too , o r a 

2 4 r equest f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS . WIEST: They did a ctually request waive rs 
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l i n their o rigina l applications. 

2 MR. COI T , I was a t the conclusion o f going 

3 thro ugh , I guess , the q uestio ns a.nd s o fo r th, I was 

4 basically ·· before the Commissi on a ct s on any o f 

5 ch eo~ . g oing co restate che re ques c. Bu t 1 f the 

6 Comm1 ss1 o n has questions o f Mr . Lee with r espec t t o 

7 certa in aspects o f provid ing it , l woul d ·· yeah, I 

8 woul d suggest you g o ahead and ask it. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG , No, r don't have a problem as 

10 long a s we kno w all o f them that's going t o apply t o. 

11 In o ther wo rds. 1f it a pplies to every ot~ o f t h em , 

12 then the statement at the end saying i t a p p lies o n all 

13 o f them la a dequat e f o r me . Or if you ha~e s ome tha t 

:4 already could d o t h e t oll c on trol. we need t o kno w 

1S cha·. l doubt 1 f there are any at th is time. 

16 MR. COIT: No, we don't. And the wa iver 

17 request 18 includ e d in al l the app lications. But JU8t 

16 to ma k e su re it was r uled on , I wa s 1ntend1n9 o n 

19 bringing it up aga i n at the end. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURO: Okay . Tha t' s f ine with me. 

21 MS. WIEST: Any oth e r qu e s tions o f th is 

22 v 1tness regard ing 068 and 069? I f not . we will go t o 

23 TC97 · 070. 

24 MR. CO I T: Aga i n, I would move f or the 

2S adm s s1o n of t wo e xhibits in TC9 7 ·070, a nd that 1s t he 
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1 ETC application o r request d at ed 6·10-97 and response 

2 to staff's da ta request dated 10 · 97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJection? If not, Exh ibi ts 

~ l and 2 ha ve been admitted. 

5 with regard to this d oc ket? 

6 TC97-07l, 

Are t here any question s 

lf not. l e t's go c.o 

7 MR. COIT: We would move fo r the admission o f 

8 Exh i bits No . l and 2. request for ETC status dated 

9 6·10·97 and response to d ata request of staff d a t e d 

1 0 1 0 9·97. 

MS. Wi i:.ST: Any o b jecti on to Exhibits land 

12 27 I! not, they've been admitted. Are there any 

13 quest ions regardinJ TC97·071? 

1.; TC91·013. 

If not, we will go to 

15 MR . COlT: We would move for the admi ssion of 

16 Exh tbit No. !, ETC request dated 6·11-97 and Exhibit 

: 1 No. 2. respo nse to staff data reques t dated 10·14-97 . 

: e MC, W! ES7 : Any obJections to Exhibits l and 

·' not. they have been adm1 teed . 

20 An y ques~1ons regard:ng 073? 

-. 
~ -
22 

MR . COI T : ! would note that Oennis Law , who 

is the current manager o : Sioux Valley Telephone 

23 Company. 1s ava1labl~ 1 f the Commiss ion • rs have any 

, . 
~ .. 
25 

question s . 

1'(5. ~ I EST : Any quest1ons? lf not, we'll go 
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2 

3 

to TC97-07 4. 

MR. COI T : 

Exh ibit No . l, which 

17 

We would move for the admi s sion of 

is the ETC request dated 6-12 -9 7 

4 and Exhi bi t No. 2, r esponse to staff data request da ted 

S 10-31-97. 

6 MS. WIEST : Are there any objections? I f 

7 not. l and 2 have been admitted. Are t here any 

8 questions conce rning 07 4 ? I have the s a me question on 

9 this o ne, Rich, with respect to the data request numbe r 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

H filed. 

l 5 

''IR. CO IT: 

MS. WIEST : 

MR. COI T : 

MS. WIEST : 

16 let•o go to TC97-077. 

Would an affidavit be adequate? 

Yeah, a s far a s all customers. 

Okay. I will make sure that gets 

\n y qu e stions on 074 ? If not, 

17 MR . COIT: We would move for the admission o ! 

18 Exh1b:t No. 1, which is the ETC r equest and that's 

19 dated 6-13 - 97. Also move (ot admission of Exhibit No. 

20 2. which is a response t o data request dated 10-9-97. 

21 And there is aleo an £xhibic No. 3 in this docket, a 

22 supplemental response to staf[ data request . It's 

23 dated 10·28-97. We move the adm1sa1on of all three 

H e xhib its. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any ObJection? If not. those 
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three exhibit s have been admitted. Are there any 

questions regarding this docket? 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: I believe Mr. Lee is representing 

ITC today as well ? 

MR. LEE: ~hat•s right . 

MS . WIEST: Okay. Let's go t o TC97-078. 

MR. COI T : We move for the admission of 

Exh ibit No. 1, whlch is the ETC request dated 6 - 13-97 

9 and move for the admission of Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is 

10 response to staff data request dated 10·9·97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any objection to those e xhibits? 

12 lf not, they•ve been adm i tted. Any questions 

13 co nc erning this d oc ket ? Let's go to TC97·080. 

14 MR . COIT : We move for the admission o! 

15 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-16·97, 

16 and also move for a dmi s sion of response co staff data 

17 request Exhibit No . 2. which ~s dated 10 - 14-97. 

18 MS . WIEST : An y o b 3ection to Exhibits l and 

19 2 ? :( n o t. they 've been admitted . Any q ues t ions 

2 0 r egard i ng this d oc ~ec ? 

21 TC97·08l . 

! ! no t , l et • s move to 

22 

23 

2 4 

MR . co :T : We move f o r the admission of ETC 

requ e st dated 6 - J6 · S7. which is Exhibit No . l, and a lso 

Exh1b1t No. 2. r e s ponse to staff data request, dated 

25 10·15·9 7 . 
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1 MS . WIEST: Are the re any o b j e ct i ons t o l and 

2 2? If not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

3 regard i ng this d ocke t? So , Rich, with respect to this 

4 one , y ou will be asking a c the end abou t the wa iver f o r 

s the single party and all the other wa ivers; 1s that 

6 right? 

MR. CO IT : I s there a wa ive~ r e quest 7 

8 

9 

S ta teline o n the single party issue? 

MS. WI EST: Yes . 

10 MR . CO IT : I wa sn't a war e o f that . 

in the 

I 

11 unde~stood there were s ome companies lhat had p u r cha sed 

12 US We st e x cha nges that were s till in the proceos o f 

13 converting some par ty lines . But, yes , i! they need a 

1 4 wa iver, I guess so. I' ll r enew chat r equest . I don't 

15 have any fa ctua l 1nfor mac1on I c an p rovide . I don't 

:6 believe. Mr . Lee, are y ou her e r epresenting St ateline? 

l7 MiL LEE: I a m. And in con versa tions with 

18 Stateline management yesterday, they 1nd1cated t.hat 

19 they would ltkely need a waiver request until Ma r ch, 

20 April time frame when they c an f inish the const r uction 

21 co provide all one pa rt y oervice . 

22 MS. WIEST: And i n their appli cat ion they're 

23 a ctua lly a sking f or a one - year wa i ver ; corre c t ? 

2q MR. LEE: But c h ey ·re willing to shorten ~t 

25 up. 
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l MS. WT£ST : So you pro bably j us t need a 

2 wa ive r until June ? 

3 

s 

MR . L££ : T h a t wo uld be adequate . 

MS. WI EST : June 1st ? 

CHAilH!AN BURC: Do we nee d t o a ct on c.he 

6 waivers :io w? 

COMM lSS l ONER SCHOEN FELDER : 

6 motion on the wa i ver no w? 

Do y ou want a 

9 MS. WIEST: Let's talk a bout thac. The thing 

10 1s tha t a ll o ! these. I b e lieve. a r e going to also need 

11 a mot 1on o n the waivers f or the o ne year on the to ll 

12 control, and we haven't been d o ing any o f those motions 

13 at this time. 

CHAIRMAN BU~G : We ha v e co cake each of those 

IS separa t e mot1ons, d o you think. at the end f or the toll 

:~ co ncrol? 

! 7 MS. WI EST : Yes . If we wa nt to g o --

16 MR . CO iT : We cou ld pi c k it up here now and 

:9 start doing wa1 v ers . That might be che easiest way . 

21 one. 

22 

23 

.., . ~, 

CH A: RMAN BURC : If we got co go through each 

MR . COIT : Ru le o n chem a s you 9 0 t hrough. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Easier than going b a c k. 

MS . WIEST : Okay . Fo r 0 81 with respect c o 

:?S ~he waiver u nt1 l June 1 st, 1998, con ce rni ng single 
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1 part y s e rv ice t ~ a ll cu s tomers, and t he second waiver 

2 o n t o ll control f o r o ne yea r ·· o n e yea r from wha t 

3 date, Ric h ? 

4 

s 

6 

7 

woul d be 

MR. CO I T : I think I woul d guess that tha t 

f rom the d a te of the o rde r . 

MS . WI EST : Ok a y . 

MR . CO IT: On t h e toll cont r o l? YeJ 're 

a s p eaking t o the toll control; correct 

9 MS. WIEST : Yea, toll control. 

10 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l h a ve a q ues tion 

11 a s long as we're t a lking about the wa ive r s bo th on t oll 

12 cont r ol and o n the single pa r ty se r vice . As l o ng a s 

13 you're aski LJ f o r wa ivers, l e t's mak e s ure it' s d o ne 

14 p roperly and tha t we're not bac k he r e i n t wo months 

15 asking f or mo re wa 1vers. I wo uld hat e t o g o t h r ough 

16 this process. or would not like t o g o through th is 

17 process again . : thin k ~e need to be a ccurate when 

!8 we' r e doing it. I als o have a quest ion a bout what 

l 9 

20 

2' 

22 

23 

H 

25 

meets the r equ1re~ents o! the Act? How cuch o f a 

wa iver c an we gi ve? · don't k now a s I kno w the a ncwer 

to tha t 

MS. WIEST, R19ht. The time a =t ua lly 1n the 

FCC Order is not spec~ ! i ed Bu t it does s•y : n 

paragraph 89. I bel 1eve . that the Commission must. upon 

a !1nding of exc eptional ci r cumstanceo, y o u c a n make a 
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1 wa iver f o r single p a rty services (or a speci f i ed period 

2 of time. And also on the t oll limitation the company 

l ~use a lso sho w e xceptional ci r cumstances ex i st and need 

4 for additional t1me t o upgrade. They should have t o 

S show individua l hardship, indiv idualized h a rdship or 

6 inequ1ty warran ts add!t iona l time to comply and that 

7 would be tter cerve :he public interest that 1s i n 

8 s tr1cc adherenc e t o the time pe r i od and it should 

9 extend onl y as lo ng as the e xcepti o nal ci r cumstances 

10 exis t . 

11 MR . COl T : I would note that in the 

12 applicati o ns, wh:le we've requested a year, we've also 

1nd1cat ed that within that period of time w~ would f i le 

some 1n:ormat1on wi th the Commias1o n indic at i ng, you 

t s xno w, when the capa b 1 l:t y 1s avai lab le . l f the 

: ; rom~!SSio~ ·- ~~ac w~ h ave ·- and Mr . Lee. I think. can 

. , answer s ome q~est: o ns 1n the are a o [ coll control that 

:s &ut we ' re !aced with a s1 t u a t 1o n today 

~" 1 wr.e :e che c a p a b1:: ;,.1es .ire J ust not availab l e . !! a 

2 0 year 1s too ~ong ye~ t no~ . !rom ou r perspect ive we 

2 : real ly d:cn•: ~no w wnen :: would b e ava ilable and 

that's why we :eq~es:e~ a vear But . ! there's better 

:, :n:o~mat1on on tna:. ~a ybe : he ~1~e p~r1od c a~ be 
., . _., B~t r19h· no w w~ rea lly o o n·c kno w when the 

~s ~ap a b1I1t y 1s g o 1ng ~o be ava:lable . 
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1 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I hate t o b e labor 

2 the poin t, a nd l k now everyone wants to gee through 

3 th1s . but to me it's very important th a t we do it 

4 right. And so if it means that we need to answer the 

S question when we grant chcac w~~vers and we send these. 

6 or you sen d them on to the FCC, we need to be su r e t hat 

7 you have spelled out why these companies -- at lea st 

8 this is wh a t l'm unders tandi ng -- why these companies 

9 can't do toll control and why it's going to t ake that 

10 long of a pe r iod o f time to do single party service . 

ll And so I thi nk that should be in the a pplication 

12 somewhere, or at least in our mot ion a s we a ppr ove it, 

13 o r ~ e s hou l d have something on the re cord to support 

1 4 where we're going. 

15 MS. WI EST : They d o e x plain the rea s ons in 

16 their application, the1r o riginal appl icatlon , wit h 

17 respect to t oll control. 

18 COM~ ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay. 

19 MS . WIEST : But if there are any further 

20 questions tha t the Comm1ss1on would llke to ask a t this 

21 c1me. i f you need mo ra 1 n f orma tion on that , we could do 

22 that now. 

23 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I ~ould like to 

24 know -· and thi s pro bably isn ' t true of al l companies . 

25 But o f the o nes you ' re testifying fo r at least, 
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Mr . Lee. where they're at 1n deploying the technology 

that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

delays you might exp~ct. Because I don·: want this to 

not go f o rward the way that it's been perceived that it 

should go for ward . 

MR . LEE: Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1f there are specific 

questions. :·d be happy t o do that But the issue o f 

toll l1m1tat1on, which l believe under the FCC's 

ce,c r :pt1 o n :denttfies a tol l restriction a nd a toll 

conLrol. and the 1ssue at hand 1s in the toll contro l , 

which my underst anding i s t o 1ndi c a te that the end user 

subscriber !& to be able to cont rol t he amount of it s 

mo nthly bill. at wh . c n Lime a restricti o n a utoma t i cally 

ki c ks in and d:sa'!ows a ccess to the long distance 

netwo r k . To my kno wl edge . there is no s witch vendor 1n 

th~ Ur.:t~d StJtes ~o day who pr o vides that c apab1 l1t y 

w1t~1n its s witch. 1 kno w t ha l the vendo rs are wo rking 

o n ! t. I cou l d not s:t here with a clear conscience 

2 a nd indicate that o n X date that : would e x pect :t wil l 

~, be Jvailable . Given m;• ho,ieot. o p1n1 on, ? " ould d oubt 

· ~a· ~t·• ava.lab!e t o the general population w1ch1n a 

: 3 year's ti me per iod And •herein 1s the reason I 

2 4 believe that so:Tc me~beis ask for the one-year period 

~s bec~use ~e d or.· · an~ . c1 pate 1t being ava llable. 
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1 The second o r alternat1ve t o that is a 

2 s o ! t ware provisi o ning o ! t oll cont r o l . And . aga in. t o 

3 my kno wled ge. the re ls no inter!ace between a soft ware 

4 syotem and a s witch t hat h a a tha t capabil ity. 

S P r imar 1ly becaua e lt woul d t ak& rea l c1me r ating o f a 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

:1 

!2 

customer's usage; and beca use the cua t o~e r cont r ol 

s w1tch 1nterex change c arr i er it's choo s ing. the r e are a 

myriad o f o pt iona l c all p l an• and ra te st ruc tures that 

•,1oul d be applied. And. t o my kno wledge. there JU&t 19 

no techno l og y, nor software, avai l ab le lo ca r ry out 

that prog ram . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And l! r re cal 1 

13 r ight, 1t d o tan·t ·· it ' s not perm1aa 1ve, o ne o r the 

14 oth~r. You r eally to ne e d to d o all o f the above . 

: s MR LEE: It inc lude s both, that ' 3 cor rect. 

16 CO MM !SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : r be!1eve a ore 

17 companie s have asked the FCC f o r c lar1f1 c at 1on. tha t 

16 s o tt o ! t hing . And as !ar ao I kno w. you might h av e 

:~ oetter . n!o rmat 1on than I d o tha t that decisio n has not 

2 0 bA•n h anded down b, the FCC . 

21 MR . LEE: A, t doubt r have better 

22 1nformat1on; and. B. I ag r e e it has not been handed 

23 down, t o my k nowl edge . There i s t hat clari f ica t i o n 

24 procedure requ~st 1n fr o nt o f the FCC. 

2 S COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG: To my k nowledge, everybody 

2 can of fer toll limit at ion; right, from what we· ve had 

3 c o gel a gene ra l scacemenc? 

4 

5 

6 

1 

s 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

1 4 

MR. LEE : I'm going to def i ne as coll 

rescr1ccion. if l c an . instead o t toll limitati o n, yee . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Toll blocking is what l 

mean . Everybody can of fer tha t ? 

MR . LEE : To my kno ,dedse. that • s a true 

state:nenc . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And 1 guess my position is to 

me, the other·· I l:'eally don't see, you kno w, since 

y o u sa id 1t's not available, 1 c a n't see chem implying 

it o r even putting 

all o f o ur needs . 

it into here . I think it s atisfies 

I have no problem giving the full 

15 year o r mo re as l o ng as it gets through FCC, which ac 

16 thi s time i t appears ic should . So I don't see t his 

1 7 po in t t o me 1n making it a shorter l1m1t because 1 

1 8 d o n't think 1t wi ll interfere w1ch the ETC 

1 9 eccabli shment . 

2 0 MR . :..EE , : woul d agree w1th that and then 

2l wo uld point out 1n the applications the compa nies have 

22 1nd1cated that chey wil l 1nvestigace and will wor k with 

23 their s witch vendo rs s o that when it does become 

24 ava1lable, they· re willing t.o impl emen t ic. I think 

2 5 that the telepho ne compan.es feel tha t once it become s 
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1 ava il a ble , 1t 1s 1n t h e publ ic i nt e rest and would be 

2 ve r y sup p o r tive of that con c ep t . 

3 CHAIRMAN BORG: With tha t I'll move t ha t we 

4 grant the one-year waive r on toll ·· wh a t is 1 t 

S called? 

6 

Toll llmitat1on? Toll con trol? 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I' d second. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

l 9 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : t • na going to 

concur with that as long as the motion i s unde r stood 

that the r e will be some f o r mal way to l1m 1 t toll for 

theoe customers just s o that everybo dy u nderstands the 

mot ion . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I thi nk in e v e r y a pplica t1on 

y ou ag r eed that y o u can do toll r es t r ict1on -

MR . LEE: Right . 

CHAIRMAN BURG · i f l remc~ber read ing the 

~ppltcations. and tha t to me 1s satis fa ctory . 

MR . LEE· 7ha nk y ou. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you wa nt them as a 

separate motion? Okay . I'll also move -- which one do 

we need o n this on e ? 

MS, WIEST : Th~ sing l e pa:ty service until 

22 J une 1st. 

2 3 CHAIRMAN BURG: l 'll move that we gran t a 

2 ~ waiver 1n TC97-08 1 in the single par ty req uirement 

2S u:1t1l Ju no l, 1998. 
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CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : I 'd second . 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncur . 

MS. WIEST : Any other question s in 081? Do 

you wa n t to go back now? 

CHAlRMAN BURG : It mi g ht be eas i e r to go bac k 

6 and get these others . 

7 MR . COI T : Whatever. 

8 MS. WIEST : We'll go b a c k t o 068, a nd the 

9 motion in 06 8 wi :l be f o r the o ne - year waiver o n toll 

10 con~rol. 

l l 

. ~ . -
l 3 

lS 

. -. " 

CHAlRMAN BURG : I' ll move tha t we grant the 

waiver o ! toll con trol 1n TC97 • 075. 

COMM ISSI ONER ~ELSON: I ' d second. 

COMM ISS! O~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. W1EST : 068. 

CHA l RMAti BURG , l'll move we grant ~he toll 

mean :· :1 mo ve we g rant th e wa iver for toll 

MS. w: ES7 . 7 o1 1 cont rol . l'm sor ry, we h a v e 

2. :ob~ a ccurate •ec a~se what the FCC did 1s they c a: l i t 

21 co~b:ned :o~l con tro ! and t oll block ing as toll 

2.. l :rr.1t.aL:on . 

CHA: Rl'.F.t~ BURG : ! '!: mov e we gran t the wa iver 
., , _, 

25 

f o r : o!l control 1~ 7C97 ~68 . 

COMM !SS:ONE R ~ELSON: Seconded. 
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4 

s 

COMMlSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : For o ne y e ar? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll k eep making the m. 

29 

I ' 11 

6 move we grant the toll control wa iver i n TC97-069 fo r 

7 one year. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMIS S I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 070. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: l' ll mov e Lha t we g r ant toll 

12 control in TC97 - 070 for on e year, the waiver f or o ne 

1'.l year . 

, -. " 
16 

17 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON : Second it . 

COMM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: l 71. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant toll 

18 control . the wa iver f or tol l control, in TC97 - 071 for 

19 one year . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 0 73. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant the waiver 

24 f o r toll control in TC97·073 for one year. 

2S CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

,. 
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COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 07 4 . 

30 

CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll mov e we grant the waiver 

~ f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-07 4 f o r one year . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc ur. 

MS. WIEST: 077. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 move we grant the wa i ver 

9 f o r t o ll contro. 1n TC97 -077 f o r o ne year . 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

15 

, . . ~ 
:7 

18 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concur. 

MS. Wt EST : 07 8 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the wa i ver 

fo r toll con tro l 1n TC97 -0 7 8 for o ne year. 

COMMISS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMl SS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . lo/l EST : 080. 

CHAJ RM AN BURG : And I 'll move we grant the 

19 wa~ver f or ~oll cont r ol 1n TC97-0 8 0 f o r one year . 

:? C 

22 

COMMJ SS : O~ER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : We dld 81; right, and we are 

JJ done w! th 81. 

2 , MS. WI EST : Any f u rther q uest~o ns o n 0 81 ? 

2S 083. TC97-0 83 . 
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l MR. CO TT : We would move f o r the admissi on o f 

2 the ETC request fi led by Acce nt, dated 6 -17 - 97 and 

J Exhibit No. 2, the response to staff data request whict 

4 i s d a ted 1 0- 8 - 97. 

s MS. WIEST : A ny obj ect:ion ? lf n oc, 1 a nd 2 

6 h a ve been adm i tted . Any questions reg a rding 0 83 ? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURO: 1 ' 11 mo ve we g r ant the t oll , 

e the waiver for toll cont r cl in TC97-083 fo r o n e year . 

9 

10 

11 

12 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: S econded . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97·084 . 

MR. COI T : We move f o r t he a dm i ss ion o f the 

13 ETC request dat e d 6 -1 7·97, which is marked Exhi b i t N~. 

1 ~ 1, and we mov e fo r the admis s ion of Exhibi t No. 2. the 

15 response to staff d a ta request dated 10· 8 ·97 . 

16 MS. W£EST: Are there any objections? If 

17 not, they've bee n admitted. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURO : I'l l move we g r , nt t he wai ver 

!9 f o r toll control in TC97 -0 84 fo r one yea r . 

20 

21 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM 1SSTON£R SCHOENFELDER: I ' ll concu r . 

22 Does th i s have a s 1ng le pa r ty q ueb~lon on thi s one? 

23 MS . WIEST: No. They said i n the i r original 

2 4 appl ica tion that they are o ffering single party service 

25 to a ll consume rs. 
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CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : t got a st icky o n 

Sorry . J a mes Valley ; right ? 

MS. WIEST : I believe in their ·· o kay . 

~ Yeah, that wa s Bob's question . An d t he reaso n he had 

S the question is 1t was a ctua lly in t he original 

6 application. So 1~ you look at the origi nal 

7 

8 

9 

application on page t wo, under question number th ree, 

they do state that the y p rovi de single party service t o 

a ll consume rs in their service area. 

on that 11st. 

Number four do wn 

1 0 

: 1 

12 

: 3 TC97·085. 

COMM!SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 

MS. WIEST: Than k you . Okay . Let's go to 

MR . co :7 , Ne mov e for admitting o f Exhibi t 

:s ~o. l, the ETC requ est, dated 6-17·97, and Ex h1b1 t No . 

16 2, the response · o sta: : data request dated 10-10·97. 

:? MS. N: EST : Any o b J ect1ons? !f not, they' v e 

18 been admit ted. : na~e the same ques t ion here with 

19 re spe ct t o questi on nuwber one. 

:o MR . co:T: ~ r Benton 1s ava i l ab le to respond 

2: t o questions . : be li eve . Is this Heartland ? Right? 

22 Or, Don. c an you respond to any questions? 

~3 MR . LEE . Mark has a s ked me to r es pond on h is 

2 , behalf, which will be Heartland Commu n1 c a tions, and 

25 they are o:(er1ng a ll s:ngle. 
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l MS. WIEST: Single party was offered t o all 

2 c us tome rs ? Any other questio ns concern ing this 

d ocket ? Is there a mot ion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move tha t we grant the 

waive r for to.l control t o TC97 - 089 for o ne yea r . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMIS S10 NER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

8 MS . WIEST: 085 , l be l i eve. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: Excuse me, 8 5 . 

10 MS. WI EST: TC97·086. 

l! MR . COIT : We move for t he adm i ss ion o f £TC 

12 request, Exhibit No. 1. d a ted 6-17- 7 , and response t o 

13 staff data requests , Exhi b it No. 2, wh ich i s dated 

1'l 10- 10-97. 

15 MS. WIEST: Any obj ections? lf not, they 

16 have been admitted. Same question, can y ou answe r 

17 that, Mr . Lee? 

18 MR . LEE: I 'm sor r y, r don' t have the 

19 associ aced compan ie s w!th t he exhibit numbers. Whi c h 

20 company are we re ferr ing to? 

21 

22 

23 services. 

24 

25 

MR. COt T : M1dstate . 

MR . LEE : The y a r e c urrently all priv a te line 

MR . COIT: Single pa r t y ; correc t ? 

MS . WI EST: Single party t o a ll customers? 

I 
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MR. LE£: Co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : Any other questi on s in this 

d o c ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant the tol l 

c ontrol waiver in TC97-086 for one y e ar . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: r·d second 1t. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-~87. 

MR. CO IT : We move f o r the adm1 s s1on o ! 

Exh i bit No 1 . ETC request, dated 6 - 17 - 97, and Exhibit 

No 2. respo nse to sta! ! data requ est , dated 10 - 16-97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o b J ectione ? If not, Exhib.1.ts 

1 and 2 have bee n adm1 tted . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we g ran t toll 

control wa:ver in TC97 - 0 8 7 ! o r o ne year . 

COMM: SS I OGER NELSON, r • d second 1t . 

CO MM: SS l OSER SCHOES FEL~ER : Co n cu r . 

MS WIEST Again, : · d have a ques· 1on o n 

: h : s one . Ric h . 

MP co ::- !'Ir . :.e e :s representing Ba lti c as 

MR . !.EE : Ba?:1 c 1s cu r rent ly a ll pr1vace 

! i ~e . : · ~ s o rry s:ng ?e party . t sho uld use t he right 

24 t ~ro. single party serv1 =e . 

MS. w: ES:- . To a ll cust o mers ? 
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MR. LEE: Correct. 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. TC97-088. 

MR. COIT: We move !or the adm ission of 

4 Exhibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6 - 17 -97 . and response 

s to staff data request. which is £ x h1b1t No. 2, which is 

6 dated 10 - 17 -97 . 

7 MS . WIEST: Any objections? If not. Exhibits 

8 land 2 have been admitted . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 on toll control in TC97-088 for one year. 

11 

12 

l3 

l !"> 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one , 

service. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMTSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WI EST : Can you answer my question 

Mr . Lee? 

MR . LEE: Company name, pl,.aae? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR. LEE: Currently is all single party 

MS . WIEST : Thank you. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 -0 89. 

MR . COIT: We move f o1 the admission of 

on 

22 Exhibit No . l. which is the ETC request dated 6 - 17 -97. 

23 and the admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is a response 

24 to staff data request, dated 10-21-97 . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objections ? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted . Same quest1on. 

2 MR . COl T : : don· t bel1eve that Mr . Lee 1s 

3 here represent1n9 westerr. t o day. 

4 the response ? 

What did they say in 

s MS . WIEST : They said Western Telephone 

6 o (!ers single party service . My question i s do they 

7 o( !er to every customer again ? 

8 

9 

10 

MR . CO!T: Well 

MS . WIEST : Can you do a late-filed on that? 

MR . co :T : We can do an a!fidavit o n that 

11 o ne. l guess. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURC: J • ll move we grant a waiver 

13 on toll co nt1 o l f o r TC9 7-0 89 ! or one year. 

1 4 COMMISSIO~ER NELSON: I'd sec ond l t. 

: s COMMl SS l ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

: 6 MS. WIEST · Okay . Let's go on to TC97- 090 . 

! 7 MR co :T : We mo ve !or the admission o! 

: a Exhibit No. l, wh1 cn is che ETC request dated 6 - 17 -97 , 

: g and Ex h1b1t No. 2. whi c h 1s the respo nse to stu!! dat a 

20 reque st dated 10 - 24 · 97 

2 : MS. ;; ,EST : Any obJection? If not, they've 

?2 been admitted . Any questions conce rn1ng this docket? 

2 3 CHA!RMAN BURG : I' ll move that we grant a 

2~ waiver o n t oll cont r ol 1 n TC9 7-090 Zor one yea r . 

25 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -092. 

MR . COlT: We move for the adm i ssion of 

37 

4 Exh i bit No. 1, which is the ETC request of Kennebe c 

5 Te l epho ne Company dated 6 -18 - 97, and move for the 

• admissio n of Exhib i t No. 2, which i s the response t o 

7 staff data request dated 10 - 10·97. And I would no te 

8 t ha t Mr . Ro d Bauer i s here t o respond to any gue s ~ ions 

9 that the Commi s sione rs o r s t aff may have concern i n g 

10 t hei r r equest . 

1 1 MS. WIEST: Any questions conce r ning th i s 

1 2 docket ? If no t, do you have a moti o n? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG : Di d we admi t bo th t hose ? 

l ~ MS. WIEST : 1•m s o rry, l did no t . I will 

:s admit Exhibit Numbe r s 1 and 2. 

:6 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l l mo ve that we g ran t a 

17 wa iver on toll ~ont rol in TC97 -0 92 f o r one year. 

l8 COMMlSS J ONER NELSON, I'd second l t . 

,9 COMM ISS IONER SCHOENF ELDER : Concu r . 

2 0 MS WI EST : TC97·093. 

2t MR. COIT: We would move f o r the adm i ssio n o f 

22 Exh ibit No. l, which is t he ETC request o f J efferso n 

I · 

23 Telephone Company. d a t ed 6 -18· 97. a nd move a l s o f o r the 

2< adm1ss1on o f Exh~bit No. 2 , r esponse to staff data 

25 request , which 1 & dated 10 - 10- 97. And I would note 
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1 t hat Mr . Dick Conno r s is avai l able to answer any 

2 ques tions con c e r n i ng the Jefferson request . 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obj e c tion t o the e xhi b its? 

If not, they've been admitted . 

s concern ing th1• docket? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 l 

CHA I RMM, BURG : l'll move we g rant a waive r 

f or toll cont r ol in TC97-093 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-09 4 . 

MR . COIT: We'd move !or the admission o f 

:2 Ex h1b! t No 1, wh : ch 1s t he ETC r equest da ted 6-19-97 , 

!l and ~ove !or the ad~1ss1on o f Exh ibit No. 2. whlch is 

l { the response to data req uest dated 10-15 - 97. 

• 5 MS. WIEST· Any obJ e ct1on to Ex l. 1b1 ts l and 

2? If not, those e xhibits h a ve be~n admitted . Do you 

:1 have any witnesses f o r th1s one? 

~ ~ 

: 5 I s"' . : )' 

20 

MR. C0:7 : Mr . 

MS W: ES 7 

Lee 1s av a 1lable [or both 

•ust had a question, 1 guess , 

23 

25 

con-ern1ng s:ng:• par:y serv1ce because in this one : t 

does s ay shoul n fac::i:1es not allow 1moed1ace single 

party serv:ce. su:!y Buttes may o f fer mu lti -party 

se,v:ce until the fac1l1t:es are r estored or installed 

co allow ! o r &:ngle party service. Ha s chat occurred 
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l in the past? 

2 A. Currentl y Su l1 y Buttes Telephone has no 

3 multi - line. The fact is all stngle party serv~ce. I 

4 think they added that language such that if there were 

s a disaster that they had to respond to , they wanted to 

6 reserve the right to offer party line under the 

7 emergenc y basis only. Bu t they have for a number of 

8 years been a l l s1ngle party service. 

9 MS. WI EST : Any ot her quest io ns ? 

1 0 CHA f RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 o n l o ll con t r ol f o r TC97 -0 94 f o r o ne year. 

12 COMMI SS I ONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMM lSS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Wel l, I 'll 

1 4 c·o nc ur. 

15 MS . WlEST: TC9 7 - 095 . 

16 MR . CO IT : We wo u l d move f o r the admiss l on of 

17 ETC, Exh i bit No. l , da t ed 6 · 19 · 97, and a d mission of 

18 Exhibit No. 2, response t o data request dated 

19 10- 1 5- 97 . I wo u l d poi nt o u t that I beli e ve that there 

20 mi ght b e an iss u e wit r. r e spect c o sLng l e party s e rvice 

21 wa i ver i n t his c ase as wel l. 

22 MS . WIEST: Ri ght . At this time are there 

23 any ob J ecti o ns t o Exhibit land 2? If not, they've 

2 4 been admitted . Yes. And it would appear they would 

2 5 n e ed a waiver . And my ques tion for apparently they 
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2 

3 

have three mul t i - party c usto mers and they plan to 

install s1ngle party serv ic e during the 1988 

conscruct1on season. So 1 guess my question 1s 

4 0 

4 apparently the y haven't asked for a wa i ver . Are you 

s doing so at this time ? 

6 MR . COIT: Yes, we wo uld on t he ir behalf. 

7 And l think Mr . ~ee would be a bl e to re s p ond to 

8 

9 

lO 

questions on that. 

MR . LEE: 

we do need a waiver . 

1: a cceptable t o us. 

1 assume so anyway. 

Sure. But th,t would be co rre; t, 

The same June l date would be 

12 MS. WI EST : June 1, okay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

., 1:1 single pa:-ty se:-v1ce co June l, 1998, in i!'C97 -095 . 

,~ COMM TSS:ONER NELSON: I would second thac . 

• S COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Sure, I' ll 

17 c n ~ui 

! s CHAIRl'.A?>: BURG: And l'll a!so move that we 

:9 grant a wa 1ve1 !or coll control on TC97-0G5 for on e 

20 yi>ar . 

2: COMMI SS!ONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

!l COMM:ss : ONER SCHOENFE~OER· Conc~ r . 

il MS. WI ES7 TC97•096. 

2~ ~ R. COi 7 , : ~ove f o :- the adQ1ss1on o f ETC 

25 request. Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6·19•97, and move f o r the 



l admission of Ex hi b it No. 2. response to d ata r equest 

2 dated 10 -10- 97. 

3 MS. WIEST: An y obJections? I! not, they•ve 

4 been admitted. Any questions concerning this d ocke t? 

S CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant a wa iver 

6 on toll cont r ol in TC97 -09 6 f o r o ne year. 

7 COMMI SStONER NELSON: I'd second lt . 

8 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

9 MS . WIEST : TC97 -0 97. 

10 MR. COI T : We move for the admiss ion of 

11 Ex hibit No. l. ETC request, dated 6 · 19 -97 , and Exhibi t 

12 No. 2, response to data request da r ed 10 ·10·97. 

13 MS. WIES T : Any o b jections ? If not, they • ve 

I~ been admi tted. Does anybody have any q uestions 

15 concerning this doc ket7 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo v e we grant a wai ver 

17 f o r toll · ontrol 1n TC97·097 for one year . 

18 

19 

2 0 

C0MM 1SS I ON£R NELSON: l'd second 1t . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 098. 

21 MR. COIT: '•e move f o r the admiss1 on o f ETC 

22 request dated 6-19·97, which is marked Exhibit No,. 1, 

23 and admission o f Exhib!t No. 2, which is the response 

24 co uata request dated 10 · 1 4 -97. 

2S MS. WIEST: Any objection t o Exh ibits l and 



l .7 If not. they've been admitted. Are there any 

2 quest1 ns conce r ning th is docket? 

) CHA lRMAN BU RG: I' ll mo v e that we grant a 

~ wa1ver ! o r t oll cont r ol 1n TC97-098 for o ne yea r . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I"d seco nd 1t. 

COMMt SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 7 C97-099. 

MR . CO IT: We move ! o r the admi ssion o f 

9 Ex n1b1 · No. : . which ts the ETC dated 6·19-97. a nd 

10 adm:sston o ! Ex h1b1: No. 2. which 1s the response to 

11 d ta request d ,ted 10-9-97. 

l 2 MS w:ES7 Any o bJect1on? If not, they•ve 

13 been admitted . l h ve the same question on this one . 

~ 4 The quest ion 1s do we have single par ty service, and 

!~ the answer :s yes? 

: ., MR . co:T: Mr . Lee, are you he r e for Roberts 

- ' Count y o r not? 

MR LEE. r:o. 

MR co :T 7hen we probably need co handle 

~o th t., I suppose. by t.he af!1dav1t.. 

MS W!ES7 Okay . 

MR ~EE : R.ch. are we talking abou t Roberts 

23 I County o r 

MR . COtT: Roberts Cou nty . 

25 l'lR, LEE : ! k now fr om another source o ther 



4 3 

1 than this that as manager of t he South Dak ot a 

2 Association of Telephone Co -ops and the d a i l y reques ts 

3 we 've had there that they do, in fa ct, provide a ll 

4 single party service throughout Roberts County Co-op, 

5 i f that will suffice f or your information here. 

6 

; 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: ts that oufiic1ent? 

MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 f o r toll control in TC97 -0 99 for one yea r. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97•100. 

MR . COIT: We mo ve for the admission of 

15 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC reques~ J a ted 6 ·19-97, 

!? and admission of Ex h ibit No. 2. r esponse to data 

ii request dated 10·9·97. 

.8 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ecr.ion? If not, they've 

19 been adm1tted . Same question on this one. 

20 

2l 

MR. LEE: 

MR COIT: 

I d on 't know the ans wer. 

There 1s ·· Mr . Lee is not here 

22 representing RC Co~mun1cati o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we'll have to deal w1th that with a late-filed e xhibit 

2~ if that ' s ok ay . 

25 MS . WIEST : Okay . 



l 

2 

3 

4 

6 

CHAIRMAN BURC: I 'll move we grant a wai ve r 

f o r toll cont r ol ln TC97 ·100 f o r o ne y e ar . 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second i t. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 101. 

1-:R . COIT: We move f o~ the admiss1.on o f 

7 Ex hibit No. l, which 1.s th e ETC r e quest dated 6·19 · 97, 

8 and Ex h1b1t No. 2. response to staf f data req~est d ated 

9 

: o 

10 - 14 · 97 . 

MS. WIEST: Any objec t ion? I! not, they• ve 

11 bee n adm:tced. Any questions concerning this docket? 

12 CHAIRMAN BURC: l ' ll move we gran t waiver f or 

! 3 col I con~ r ol 1 n 7 C"1 : 01 fo r o ne yea r . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON, I'd second it. 

: s COM~: SS ! ONE R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

~s WIEST 7-c,1 .10 2 

MR co ::- \\ e mo ve ! o :- the a dm1ss1on o( 

: e Ex:'l,bt: .. . " n:-r. :s :.he £7C dated 6 - 19 · 9". and •' .. 
Exh1b1:.. No 2. wn tch ~s a :-espo nse to data request: 

2 : MS w: EST Any ob) ~ct1ons? If not, l and 2 

~~ ha~e oeen ~dM.:ted Any questions concern ing this 

2 .; CHA!RYA); BURG: I'll move we gra n t a waive r 

: or t o!l con tr o l .n 7C97- 1 0 2 ! o r on e year . 



l 

2 

3 

4 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC57-105. 

MR. COI T : We move f o r the admissio n o ! ETC 

5 request, Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 - 19-97, a nd admissi o n o f 

6 Exhibit No. 2, response to data request dated 10-1 4 -97. 

7 MS. WIES~: Any obj e ction ? If no t , Exhlb ltS 

8 1 and 2 have been admitted . An y questions concer n1~9 

5 this docket ? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll mo ve we g rant a wa iver 

11 f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-105 f o r one year . 

12 COMMI SS I ONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENPELD&R: Concur . 

14 

:s 

MS. WIEST: TC97-108. 

~R CO IT . W• move for the adm1ss1on o( ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No. l, dated 6-23-97, and the 

:7 admission o f Exhibi t No. 2 , response to staff d a t a 

18 requ~st dated 10- 14 -97. 

19 MS. WI EST: Any obJection? I ! not, Exhibit s 

20 l dnd 2 have been ad mitted. Same question Can you. 

21 ~ r. Lee, answe r t ha t on e ? Ia that single party service 

22 available ! o r 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do not rep r esent them, I'm so rry . 

MR . COIT: We would request permission to 



l provide that vi a aff ida v it. 

2 

3 

.; 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST: Oka y . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we g r ant a waiver 

!or toll con trol i n TC97 ·108 f or one ye a r . 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENf E~OER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR. CO IT : We mov e f or the a dm i s sion of 

9 Ex h i b i t No . l, ETC request date1 6-25-97, a nd Exhibit 

1 0 No. 2. respons e co data requests dated 10·9·97. 

:. l MS . WIEST: Any o b jecr. ion? If not. they• ve 

l 2 been admitted. I have ~he s a me question on ch i s one . 

l l MR. CO IT : Th i s is Armou r . Bill Haug en c an 

l ~ I :-es p o nd t o y o ur ques:.1o n . 

l 5 

: !> 

17 

: s 

:, 

.., . -· 

MR . HA UGEN: Ye s. I c a n answer that . 

BILL HA OGBN , J R ., 

c alled as a w itness. b e1ng f irst duly s wo rn, 

was e xa m;ned and es t1f ied a s follo ws : 

E !< M:H NA'.[ I ON 

MR HAUGEN: Good afternoo n. 

MS. WI ES:' : And 1 wo uld j ust li k e t o as k you 

J2 1 ~ you currently p r o vid e s1ngle party se :-v 1ce co al l o f 

: 3 you :- custo mers tn you r area . 

MR. HA UG EN . Single party service is 

2 5 available to all o f o ur c usto me rs in Ar mou r I ndependent 
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l Telephone Company service area . 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 MS. WIEST: Are ther~ a ny others questiQns o ! 

4 this wi tness? Thank you. 

s CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

6 for toll control in TC97·ll3 ! o r one year. 

7 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

8 

9 

lO 

COMM!SSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of ETC 

:1 request o f the Br1d9e wa ter-Can lstota Telephone Company, 

12 wh ic h is dated 6 - 2S-97, that's Exhibit No. l. And alsc 

13 move ( o r the adm1ssion of Exhibit No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of s t aff dated 10·9-97. And 

15 Mr. Haugen :s here as well t o respond to any q u estions 

1 6 1n th1s docket. 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

:n 

22 

23 

MS. WI EST : 

Exh1b1ts 1 and 2? I( 

First o f all, any obJecti on to 

not. they• ve been admit ted. And 

: would ask the same question. 

MR. HAUGEN: Si ng le party se r v . c e is 

available to all the customers i n the 

Br1d9ewater-Can1stota Exchanges. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any o ther questi o ns 

24 of this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURC: I'll mo ve we grant a wa i ver 



1 

2 

3 

s 

f o r t oll control 1n TC97 - ll~ for o ne year. 

COMMI SSI ONER NE LSON: t • d second i t . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : TC97 -l l5 . 

MR. CO IT : We wou l d move the admission o f 

E Ex h1b1t No. l, the ETC request o f Un1on Te l ephone 

7 Company , dated 6 - 2S - S7. and £xhibit No . 2, response to 

B data request whi ch 1s dated 10- 9 -97. 

MS. WI EST; Any obj ection? If no t, Exh ibits 
: o l d nd 2 have been admitted. And I woul d ask the same 

11 quest1on 1n this d oc ke: . 

! 2 MR. HAUGEN: S ingle party service is 

1 3 ava1lable t o a ll the cu sto mers in t he Un i o n Telepho ne 

Company se r v:ce area, Hartf o rd and Wal l Lake Exc hanges, 

15 a9a1n . has be~r. s1~ce !ate sevencies. 

, -- .. MS. W!ESi : Thank y o u. Any other quest1ons 

:, o f this witness ? 

!8 

:l 0 

2 1 

22 

2 3 

., . -~ 

CHAI RMA~ BURG: I'll mov e we grant a wa i ver 

f o r t o!! res~r1cc: o r. 1n TC97 11 5 f o r on e year . 

COMM: ss : ONER NE~SON: I'd second 1t. 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 7 h ank yo u. TC97-ll7. 

MR CO ::- , We move t or th e a dmis s1o n o f 

Ex h1b:t No t, ETC reques : dated 6 · .30-97, and Exh1bit 

2 S No. 2. re sponse t o d a ta request dated 10 · l ~ - 97. 
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MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not. Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted. Any quest ion s concerning 

this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

for to ll control in TC97 - 117 for one year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: l' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 -l 21. 

MR . CO IT: We move for t he admission of 

1 0 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request o f Kado ka, dated 7- 3 - 97, 

11 and the admi ss ion of Exh ibit No. 2, respo nse to data 

12 requests dated 10·28-97 . 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections to Exh ibits land 

1 4 2? If not , they've been admitted. Any qu~ations 

15 concerning this doc ke t? 

16 CHAIRMA N BURG : I'll move we gran t a wa1ve r 

17 f o r toll control in TC97 · 121 for one year . 

18 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'll second i t . 

l 9 

20 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-1 25. 

21 MR . COIT: We'd move for the admiss ion of ETC 

22 request, Exh 1b1t No. 1, dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No. 

23 2, response to data request o f staff . which is dated 

24 10 29 -9 7 . 

25 MS. WIEST : An y objection to Exhibits land 
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l 2 ? If not , t h ey ' ve been admit ted. Any questi o ns 

2 conce rn i ng thi s d ocket? 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

., 
8 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I 'l l mo v e we grant a wa i ver 

o r :oll contro l in TC9 1 · l2 S f o r o ne year . 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Cor.cu r . 

11\S. WIEST: 7 C91·130. 

MR. CO lT : w~ wo ul d move f o r t h e admi s s i o n o f 

9 Exhibit No 1, the £TC req uest da t ed 1 ·10·97, a nd 

10 Ex n1b1t No 2, the r esponse to dat a r e q uest d at ed 

l l 

l 2 

! 3 

lO·H-97. 

2? 

MS \.OEST : Any ob j e ct Jon to Ex h1 b 1 t s l a nd 

Any q uestions. 

! ; conee rn1ng this i - Ket? 

15 

l 6 

! 7 

:e 

:9 

:: 0 

2! 

I 
CHAIRMAN BUR G· l"ll mo ve we gra nt a waive r 

! 0 % t oll ~on tro: : n TC97 130 ! o~ o ne y e a r . 

CO MM !SSIONER NELSON: r would second it. 

COMMIS S : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r. 

MS. W!ES7 7 C97- !31 . 

MR C0 :7 w~ would ~ove the adm1ss1 on o f ETC 

reque1n Ex h : b 1t No : . whi ch :s d a ted 7·10•97, and 

::2 Ex h1btt No. 2. r~spo~se ~o d ta request d a ted 10· 1 ~ · 97. 

2 3 MS . W: ES7 · Any ob1ect1on to Ex hib i t s l a nd 

2 ? I [ not. they've been ad~t c ced . Any q uestions 

25 conce rning th1s d ocket ? 
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l CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move we g r ant a waiver 

2 f or toll control in TC97·131 for one year. 

3 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 

5 

6 

COMMIS S I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 -15 4 . 

MR . CO!T: We would move into the record 

7 Exh 1b1t No. l, the ETC request , dated 9 · 10 - 97, and also 

8 

9 

10 

11 

:2 

Exh1b1t No. 2, t he respon s e to data request d a ted 

10-16-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any objection to Exhib i t land 

2? If not. they have been admitted. Let's see, on 

this one this wa s one of a couple that no tlme peri o d 

13 was requested for the wa i ver . 

? 4 the o ne year? 

r assume you still want 

is MR. COIT: Mr. Barfield is here. He could 

16 respond. He"s Mr . Bob Barf i eld. manager f o r West 

17 R1 ver. 

18 MS . WIEST: They request a wa iver but this i s 

19 on e of the few on= s tha c didn't ask t or one year, as 

20 far as I c an s ee, o r any time per iod. Sol wa s 

21 wonde ring if there was any different time period t hJt 

22 was being reques ted. 

23 BOB BARPIBLO, 

2 , c alled as a wi tness, being first du l y s wo r n , 

2S was e xamined and test1 f i e d as follows: 
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EXAMINATION l 

2 MR. BARFIELD : In response to you r question, 

3 since the vendor does not ha ve a date, as far as we 

k now, at this time to provide this, that's the reason 

S we didn'r ask for a certa i n time period on the wa ive r . 

6 

1 

MS . WIEST: 

MR . CO IT : 

But we will need a time period. 

Would yo u be willing to accept the 

8 o ne -year time period that is being granted to other 

9 companies? 

1 0 MR . BARF IELD: We sure would. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: And l thin k the thought 

1 2 behind it is i f there still isn't any solution, then it 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that, I'll move 

14 tha t we grant a waiver f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l5 4 f or 

15 one year. 

16 roMMf SS I ONER NELSON : I would second lt. 

17 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

18 MS. WIEST : Let's go t o TC97-1S 5 . 

:9 MR. CO :T . We wo uld request admission of 

20 Exh:bit No. 1, which :s the ETC request of Mobr idge 

2l Telecommunications, which is dated 9·1 -97, and a lso 

Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the r esponse to data request 

23 dated 10 · 16-97. 

MS . WlEST: Any objecti o n? lf not, Exhibits 

2S land 2 have bee n ad~itted . And I would have the same 
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1 question with respect to the length of the waiver . 

2 MR. BARFIELD: And the response would be the 

3 same. We would ask for a year on the wai ver. 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you. Any other questions? 

5 CHATRMAN BURG: Wi th tha t I'll mo ve that we 

6 grant a wa ive r on t ol l control in TC97 - 155 f or one 

7 year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 TC97 - 167. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I cc,ncur. 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. Let's skip to 

12 MR . COI T : 1 would just note tha t Three River 

13 Telco is no t an SDITC member company, so I'm not really 

14 here today to represent Th ree Ri ver Telco. 

15 MS. WI EST , No body 1 8 here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BORG : Do we h a ve a ny questions o n 

17 it , o r d o we have to have r e presenta tion? 

18 

l9 

MS. WI EST : Somebody needs to move it in. 

MR . CO IT : We ll, if you• re look ing for a 

2 0 b o dy. l guess t can serve as the b o dy . 

21 MS. CREMER : Ot herwise, I c an move to admit 

22 the t wo exh1b .H .s, Number 1, 10-10-97, the reques t ~or 

23 ETC, and 11 - 7-97, the amended -- oh, I'm sorry, that's 

2 4 U S West. Le t me try that aga i n . 1 0 - 16 o f '97 1s the 

25 request and 11 - 13-97 is the amended request , and I 
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l would ask Lhat they be admitted in. 

2 MS. W!EST : Any obj e ction? If not, they've 

3 been admit ted . Ar~ there any quest ions concerning this 

4 docket ? l would not e that t he i r appli c ation does 

5 request a wa i ve r f o r one pe r iod f o r t ol l cont r ol. 

6 CHAlRMA N BURG: Th e re i sn't a questi o n on t he 

7 single party line, t h o ugh, is there? 

a MS. WIEST : No. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mcve we grant a wa i ver 

10 f o r t oll cont r o l in TC97 - 167 for o ne year . 

11 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I' d second . 

12 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concu r. 

: 3 MS . w: EST : At this time did you want to go 

14 to Us West . o r 1s Harlan g o ing to speak to these 

is dockets ? 

16 

l 7 

: a 

1 '5 

20 

21 

22 

MS. CRE MER : We 'll f in1sh up t hes e first. 

MS . WIEST : Oka y . 

(S7Af'f"S EXH: S:T NO. l WAS MA RKED FOR 

: 0£1'.7: f' : CA7 : ON .) 

BA:llLA.N BES T . 

called as a wi tness, being firFt duly s worn. 

wa s e xam:ned a~d ~estif,ed a s follo ws : 

23 P!BECT EXAMINATI ON 
2 ~ SY MR . ~OSEC K: 

25 Would you state you r name for the reco r d, 
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JI. please. 

2 A . Harlan Best.. 

3 o. And wh a t is y ou r job? 

4 A. I am deputy directo r of fi x ed utilities f or 

s the Public Ut i lities Commission, South Dakota. 

6 Q. And have you been present i n c.he hearing rooa 

7 this afternoon fo r the hear i ng on these applications? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 o. And have you had c.he opportunity to rev iew 

10 the c apt ion in the notice of this hearing which list s 

11 t he cases which are before the Commission on this dat e ? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 Q. And are you fa miliar with the applications in 

1~ each o ! th~ve c~ves? 

1 5 

I 6 

A. 

o. 
Yes. 

As a part of y ou r job , have yo u revie wed 

17 t hose appl ications ? 

18 A. Yes. t have. 

19 o. You have bef o re you an xh ib1t numbered 

20 Staf f's No. l; 1s that correct ? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q . 

Yes. 

And is that an exh i bit. that. y ou prepared in 

23 the cou rae of y o ur duties ? 

2 4 'f, . Yes. it i s. 

2S Q. Just briefly explain t o the Commission. 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

1 3 

15 
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please , what that e xhibit en t a ils. 

A. What I have d one on this e x h1b1t i s a c r oss 

the top is listed each o f the compa n ies requesting 

el1g1ble telecommun1ca t1 ons c arrier status, the 

a ssoc iated doc ket numb er. and the staff counsel tha t is 

assigned to the respective dockets. Down the side, the 

left-hand side . 1 8 the requirementa that a re set forth 

f o r E':TC acatus. ? o pulated within the column s is ~he 

respo nses that the respect ive compani es gave wit h in 

their exhibits l and Exh1b1t 2 that have been adm i tted 

into the reco rd . 

And are the re any changes or corrections t o 

th is e x h1b1t tha· y ou woul d li ke to make at this time? 

A . One that : am a ware of 1s under Vivian 

7elephone. O~ck~: TC97 -06 8, unde r the L1!eline and Link 

:6 Up 1t sho ws Lha: lt wi ll oe av a il a ble 1-1-97. It 

1 7 sho~ld be l · l - 98 1 · ~ not a ware o[ any other 

:s correct i on s . 

: s XR HCSE::'.Y 0 ,c ay. 

wou~d move S:a~ ~·s Ex h:b1L No. 

At this point 1n time: 

l 1nto ev idence. Thia 

1s i ntended as test:mony ! o r all o f the dockets en ma ss 

22 with the except1 o n o ! ~ S West . 

:~ COMM :ss:o~ER SCHOENFELDER : OS West 1s on 

2 4 

25 

here tho ugh . 

MR HOSECK: That would be handled late r . 
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MS. WlEST : t s the re any o b j e c ti on? 

MR . COI T : Ky comment wo u l d be that I jus t 

re ce ived t h is so I haven ' t had an o pport u n it y to 90 

th r ough to make su re this is all accu ra te. I gue.ss I 

can take Mr. Best·s word that it is a ccu rate and I'll 

h a ve to d o that. r guess . 

have any comment. 

Other than that. I d on• t 

MS. WI EST: Do you wa nt an o ppo rt u n ity t o 

9 look it over? 

1 0 

11 

12 

l) 

MR. COIT: Well. it might t ake me a while. so 

l don't have any objection. 

MS. WtEST: Okay . Then Staff Exhi bit No . 1 

will be admitted into a ll of t he dockets that we have 

1 4 gone through so far. 

15 MR. HOS ECK: Okay. Than k you. 

17 

lB 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

• 2 S 

o. Based on th e review of these docke ts that you 

have done and re ly i ng to whatever extent you may on 

Staff's Ex hibit No. l. d1d the app licant compa nies meet 

the requirements o f becoming a ~ e ligible 

Lelecommun1cation s carrier? 

A . Yes, ::hey have, with th e noced late-filed 

affidavits that w1l ! be done 1n a number of the 

dockets. 

o. And with rega r d t o advertising se r vices 

exchange - wi de, d o you have a recommendation to the 
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l Commission f or a provision to be included in an orde r 

2 wh ich would come out of these proceedings? 

3 A. Yes . Staff's recommend ation for advertisi ng 

~ wou ld be that the ETC c arrier be requ i red to advertise 

S a t lea st once each year; and if they h a ve any rate 

6 c nange, that t hat rate change be advertised when it 

7 d oe s change. 

B And i n conclusion, do you have an opinion as 

9 to whether o r not the applica nts contained on Exhibit 

lO l. wit h the e xception o f US West wh ic h has not had its 

11 c ase heard yet a t this time. whether or not those 

12 appl1cancs meet the qual1f1cat1ons as an eligible 

13 te!ecommu nic ac1ons carrier? 

' " . With staff • s rev1e w that has been undertaken, 

: s yes, they do meet the requirements f o r ETC status. 

MR. HOS ECK· l have no further questions of 

17 tn1s witness. 

l 6 1-!S . WIEST : Are there any questions of t hi s 

: ~ wJtness? M~ . Co::? 

2t CRQSS·EXAMINATI QN 

2! BY MR . CO IT : 

22 l assume when y o u talked about advertising 

23 rate cha nges that you·re refe re ncing the rates just f or 

2~ the essential services chat are supported by universal 

25 service? 
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2 

3 

s 

6 

? 

A. 
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Yes . 

MR . COIT: No further q uestions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms . Rogers? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr. Heaston ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The o nly question f•d have is 

a there any -· is advertising identi fied i n any way? ls 

9 there any crite r ia f or what a dvertising means in the 

10 conte x t of t his? Is the methods in the FCC Orde r as 

11 well? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, what wa s the 

13 question? 

14 CHAIRMA N BURC: The question I h a d for Har l a n 

lS o r anybody else is, is there a meaning, 1s there a 

16 description, definition for adver tising , what that 

17 constitutes? 

1 8 MS . WIEST: Und~r the statute itself 

19 21q ( e l 11 ( Bl they must advertise the avallab1licy o ! 

20 such services and 1f you're referring Lo the services 

21 that are supported by federal universal service and the 

22 charges the r efore us1n9 media of general distribution . 

23 

2 ~ me. 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURC: Okay . I think that satisfies 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Does cha t mean fo r 



1 Lifeli n e and Link Up, they have to advertise this 

2 o nce ? 

3 MS . WIEST · That would be under staff's 

recommendati on, I believe. 

A. Yes, once each year. 

60 

4 

s 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Well, frankly, r do n't 

7 thin k it's a dequat e. 

8 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Are you doi ng 

9 that? Are y ou ·· to follow up -- e xcuse me, to follow 

10 up on Commiss1oner Nel s o n's question, are you 

11 recommending tha t they advertise once each y ea r after? 

12 I believe our o rder said tha t you have to send an 

ll appl1eat1on to everyone onc e i n itially and then to 

1 4 every new cus t o mer . You' re requesting this 

lS adv<>n:.1sem~nt o: Lifeline, Link Up in addition to, 

16 would that be a ccu r ate or not? 

!7 

1 a 

A . R19h:: . 

whi ch was :ssued 

The L1!eline, Link Up under TC97 ·1 50, 

yesterday, scaces that it shall be ·-

19 a form shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 customers. a nd then th1s woul d be a n advertisement o f 

21 

22 

:: ) 

1c . They'd have to do advert~sement of this for at 

lease once each year. 

COMM !SSCOKER SCHOENFE LDER: Okay. Thank ycu. 

COMM:ss:o ~ER ~ELSON: So 1s the answer to 

2; ~~ska's questions :t•s 1n add1t1on t o? 
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l A. Yea . They would do it originally , a nd o nce a 

2 year a! ter . 

3 MS. WI EST : Ho w wou ld they a dvert i se? 

4 Whe r e? 

s 

6 

A. Where would they advertise? 

MS. WIEST : Yea . 

7 A , Wha t ever general d1a tri b u t1 o n 1t meeta 

8 according, I assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types o f publi c atio ns . 

10 MS . WIEST: So it cou ld ~e any type o f 

11 genera l distr i bution med1a o n c e a year? 

12 A . Whatever i a a va ilable wit hin their given 

13 exchanges that they serve . 

1 4 MS. WIEST : And it would o n l y be f o r t ho se 

lS services • uppo r t e d right now b y f e de ral universal 

16 l!lerv1ce? 

17 A. Yes . 

1 8 MS. WI EST : And every t ime t hey cha nged a 

!9 race f o r one o ! those services, then that woul d ha ve to 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 

22 

23 

A . Ye o 

MS . 

this witness? 

WIEST· Are the re any othe r q uesti o ns o f 

If not, thank you. Actually , I do. 

2 4 Could you r etake the stand, Harlan? J gueoa we have a 

25 question f or you. Cou ld y ou look at your e xhi bit for 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

2 A. Yes . 

3 MS. W!ES7 : Does the answer to number fou r , 

4 single party serv i~e. we did grant them a wa iver 

5 becau se currently t hey d o no t have single party service 

6 apparent l y to three customers? 

7 

8 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST : 

9 your ques tion · her• . 

So would that be inco rrect there, 

10 

11 

A. : c wo uld be a c lar i fication there to it, yes . 

.MS. W !ES":': Okay . Thank you. Do you have 

: 2 anything ! urt her, Mr . Ho seck? 

l 3 MR . HOS ECK : Staff has noth i ng furthe r . 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. WIEST: Do y o u want to cake a short break 

16 unt il we go to US Wes t ? 

MR. COIT: When does the Commiss ion ·· are 

1a yo~ going t o wait until the end tc rule o n all of these 

: 9 w;ch respec, to ~he a ctual ET~ des19nat1on ? 

20 

, . - , 

22 

23 

break. 

1':S. Wl ES":' Tha t's why we're tak ing a s ho rt 

(AT TH1S T!ME A S HORT RECESS WAS TAKEN.) 

MS. WI EST : Let's ge t started again . And we 

2 ~ wt ll go co TC97-16). 

25 MR . HEASTON: And 1 woul d move admission o f 
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1 Ex hibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2. which 

2 is the amended request, and Ex hibit 3, which is t he 

3 service territory map. That's Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 

4 respectively in the docket. 

s MS. wu:ST: Any objecti on to Exh1.bits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do yo u have a copy of the service t erritory 

7 map? Are there any obJect1ons to Exhibi t s 1, 2 ano 37 

a If not, they've been ad mitted. 

9 Mr. Heaston. 

You may proceed, 

10 

11 

12 

: 3 

14 

15 

MR. HEASTON : We would a lso jo in in the 

motion on the toll control. The reason we did not seek 

a waiver i n the 1.n1tia l application 1s because as I 

read Pa ragraph 388 o! the Order in the DA 97·1S7 

1.ndicated that toll blo c king would be sufficient in the 

meantime and it was dependent upon when you u p graded 

16 switches. And so we do not feel we ne~d a waiver of 

17 toll cont r ol. but the common wisdom seems t o be there 

l6 needs to be a wai ver. s o we will follo w the herd here 

!9 and request lhe toll control wa !ver also . 

20 And we are a lso one o( the part ies to the 

21 request o f the FCC to r e conside r ~h e toll limitation, 

22 that this includes both toll blocking and toll 

23 control. And I guess we would als o point out that w1.th 

2 4 the implementa 1.on of number por tability that is going 

25 to impact toll control somewhat significantly. And s o 
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1 whi l e we agree wi th Bob Barfield in h1s observation 

2 tha t sinc e we d on 't kno w when it's going to happen, 

3 that's why we would~·t want a time limit on it, bu t we 

~ are w1ll1ng t o accept the one year with the 

S und~rs t and1ng that if there is not the abil1ty t o 

6 

7 

1mplement it o r 1! the ab i lity l o t oo e xpensive t o 

icpl ement, Lh~t we woul d be able to come back to thi s 

8 Commission and seek further waive r o f that, of 

9 1mplement1ng toll c ont r ol with part o f the essential 

! O lelecommun1cat1ons c a rrier o bliga :i o n . 

!1 

l 2 

1 3 

MS . WrEST : Okay . Would the Commissione rs 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Did we admit the e xh1b1ts? 

MS , WIEST: Yes . 

CHAlRMA N BURO: I ' ll mo ve that we wa~ve toll 

lS con r ol ! o r TC9"·I 63 ! o r o ne year . 

co:-w: ss i o::ER NELSON: We ll, I 'm g oi ng to 

l 7 S " "Ond i t , UL : heard an e xpa ns i o n o ( wh&t we've bee n 

:Q w~.~1~9 .n :he past !: om 91v1ng chem o ne year w1Lh t he 

! • :d~a we·r• g o :ng to renew i t. And the rea son : was 

2 w1t.1n9 to q rjnt · • 1s bec a use technology 1s not ou t 

~. No w, :.he Ac: requ1res that 1t be ther e and i t 

d . dn·t sa y anytn1n9 abou t how ~uch lt cost . So l 

3 d.dn · t hear any tn:ng abou t o ne o f the reasons we were 

2 ~ wa 1v:n9 1 t 1n t h ~ past Ja s b e c a use that 1t might be 

2S cos~ rroh :b:t1ve a s ~uch as oe c ause t e chnology wasn't 
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l there. I can understand why technology wasn't the re, 

2 but I didn't -- I wasn't in Congress when they vo ted 

3 that was pare o f the Act. 

4 MR . HEASTON: I t's not part of the Act. l 

5 guess that's che first thing. 1t's an FCC --

6 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: It's a rule . 

7 

8 

MR . HEASTON : It's a n FCC di ctate. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : But it hus the same 

9 weight as the rules and statute unless it's cha nged 1n 

l O court; right? 

11 MR. HEASTON: That' s true. But un l ess the 

12 FCC changes , as we've urged them to d o. 

13 CO MM ISSIONE R NELSON: Right. So r·m 

1 ~ seconding your motion with the understanding it's 

15 e xa c tly as we had stated it originally; 1s that 

16 correct? 

17 CHAIRMAN BURC : l mean the moti o n was f or one 
18 

19 

20 

2 l 

year. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l be lillve t!he 

motion was f o r on e yea~. a wa iver f or one year, and t 

didn't kno w chat the mot1on had anything mo re t han 

22 that , than just a wa iver from toll control for one 

23 year. 

2'I 

25 

CHATRMAN BURG: It doesn't. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concur. 
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1 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: All t •m saying . t houg h , 

2 1s r v o ted f o r it a nd t here w1ll be a r e cord t ha t I 

3 vot e d f o r 1t; a nd t he reason I v o t e d f or 1 t wa s t h e 

technology wa sn't a vai l ab le . And tha t's a l ot 

5 different 1n my mind than it's cost prohib 1t~ve. 

6 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I th1n k 

, CO MM ISSlONER NELSON. Not tha t that wouldn ' t 

8 be an issue 1n my mind t hat you ~ou l d debate . I don't 

9 want a r eco r d · hat I'm s upp o r ting s ome thi ng f o r a 

10 different reason tha n I did. 

11 CHA:RMAN BURG: Just a comme n t tha t I ' d make 

!2 on it. I gu•ss. I! there 1sn •t a technolog y , I rea ll y 

ll hate t o see all 50 o r 15 f ilings Just f o r a n 

: 5 

1 " 

!7 

l B 

1 9 

2C 

21 

22 

2S 

~xtens1on :! the:e 1s some wa y we could ce r tify there 

:s n o te c hnology and e x tend i as we come up towards 

that year. l'd wel come tha t solution r ather than go 

through this •n th ll'ns many of thee. I, personally. 1n 

my o wn mind. c annot s e e a solution when we're 90109 to 

have multiple compa nies in numbe r port a bilit y . l t 

boggles my ~ 1 nd to see how tha t'6 even going to happe n 

tnac you cou : d end u p with a ny k ind of toll 

l 1m1 ta · i o n . So : •m guess i ng when we come u p to the 

year. we·re still no: 901n9 t o h a ve a s olution. and I 'm 

not looking toward to requ1r 1 n9 a ll o f you -· mean 

that's the name o( a bu r e a uc ra t to file t ha t many 



1 p i eces o f p a per. So if we can fi nd a way t o 

2 consolidate it at th.at time, I would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That's all l have. 
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4 MR. HEASTON: 1 have Mr. Lehner available 

5 here, and we d o have a couple quest ions to as k him . 

6 JON LBBNBR , 

7 c alled as a wicness, bei ng f i r st duly s worn, 

8 was examined and test i fied a s f ollows : 

9 PXB?CI EXAMINATION 
10 BY MR . HEASTON: 

I 1 

l2 

l) 

H 

15 

o. Mr . Lehne r . i n our applicatton we described 

th e issue of elimina~ing multi- party services and goin 

to single party service throughout US West service 

a r~as. Can you update the Commission on the status of 

that consist~nt w1t h whac we've alrea dy p u t 1n che 

16 appli c at. 1.on? 

17 A . Yes. As o f Octobe r 3 1 o ! this year the 

18 number of multi - part y or t wo- ano four-par t y customers 

19 in US ~est's territory 10 612. 612. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURC , Wh a t was the date on cha t, 

21 Jon? 

22 A. As o f 10·31-97. 

23 o. And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 4 our conti nuing ef f ort t o eliminate the multi-party 

25 serv1ce? 



68 

1 A. The plan r ight now is to el imi nat e a ll o ( 

2 those 612 e xcept [or 52 of them . And the time frame 

3 f or that will be by t he end o f the second qua r ter, 

, which I sup pose we could put for a d a te of 6·30 of 

5 '98. So all b ut 52 of those will be comple ted by ~-30 

6 o f '98 . 

7 o. And what a bout the r ema in i ng S2 ? 

8 A . The rema,n1ng 52 are e x tremely high cos t 

9 upgrades . And until othe r technol o gy o r o ther means 

10 become avaJ l a ble, there a r e no plans r ight now. We 

l~ h a ve no plu ns to move a head wi t h thos e 52 . 

• 2 Q . With that we scill bel i eve tha t it i s 

13 approp r 1a te f o r us to·· we st i ll beli e v e the waive r is 

1 ~ appro p r i a te 1n thts case : i s that correct ? 

: 5 A. Tha t. 1S CO :"!'"e C t.. 

1 ,; MR . HEA S1'0t,; : 7ha t·s all the questi o ns r 

} 7 ha V •' . 

:s MS . W!E S7 : ~s. Cremer? 

,9 CROSS - EXAMINATION 

20 BY MS. CREMER : 

21 ~ r . ~ehner. whe r e a re thos e 52 located? Ar e 

22 thvy spread ~hroughou:, o r are they 5n a speci f ic area, 

2:!< do y ou kno w, 

2 ,; 

25 

A 1 could read them o ff f o r you. The re's about 

d o zen e x cha~ges. Or : coul d give y o u a l ate- filed 
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l ex~ibit. Let me just read chem off. Arlington is 

2 four; Belle Fou rche, si x ; De Smet, four; Hu r on, three; 

3 Lak e Preston, ~ ne. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

5 o ver? 

6 A. Arling ton, f ou r; Belle Fo urche, six; De Smet, 

7 f o ur; Huron, t hree; Lake Preston, one; Madison, t wo; 

8 Mil bank, four; Pierre. ~ wo; Redf ield, t wo; S i sseto n , 

9 six; Spearfish, t wo ; Volg a , five; Watertown, ten ; 

10 Yankton, one. 

11 

12 

13 

l ~ 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

~9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Q. rs there a pa rticular reason? Is it l i ke 

Anaconda line o r s o meth1n9? 

A. It's a combina tion o f many fa ctors, bu ~ y ou 

me an as far a s the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes. 

A. It's a combina tion o f many f a ctors. we·re 

talking abou t feeder d i s t ribut ion , we' re t a lking abo ut 

in some c ase s a PAIR GAI N systems like Ana conda tha t 

would need t o be r epla c ed. 

MS. CREMER : Okay . That's al l the quest ions 

I have. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Have you investigated any 

other techn~cal solut ions other than t o a single party 

2 4 other than line extension? 

A . You mean in o rder t o provide a single part y 
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l service t o these custome r s? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 2 

3 A. Yes . l chin k the answer is we are constantly 

~ l ook1ng f o r a che a per way co d o this bec a use in some 

s c ases, Commi s sioner, we're talking about o ver $100,0 0 0 

6 co u pgrade a single c ustomer , and it Just doesn't make 

7 sense to d o that. And th e answer wo u l d seem t o li e 

8 pro bab ly i n some f o rm o f wire less , but so fa r the 

9 w1reless tec hnolog i es , whe ther then sat e ll i te or fi x ed 

1 0 wi r eless, are still pre tty e xp e ns ive. I see tha't as 

l 1 

:2 

th e ultima t e s ol uti o n, though, t o some o f these. 

CHAIRMAN BU.RG : I'm g oi ng t o move t o grant 

13 che wa iver. 

MS. WIEST: Just a second . Do th e 

15 Commissi o ners have any o ther questions? As o pposed t o 

16 the o t her o nes. : •m going to h ave t o as k y o u some 

:1 quest!ons to ver1~y things that were in che app!icacion 

16 becaJse th t wa s s~gned by Mr . Heaston. lt wasr. • t 

: 9 stgned hr a witness w: th an af[idav1c, as al l the 

2 0 others were . So bea r with me for a seco nd . 

' " . r ·ve ne ve ~ t r ust ed his s i g na ture ei the r. 

MS. WIES':" : r 1 rst o ne . d oe s u S West p r o vid e 

23 voice grade a ccess to the public s wi t ched net wo rk t o 

all 1n its service area ? 

25 A. Yes . 
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2: 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: 

Yes . 

MS . WIEST: 

71 

And does it provide local usage ? 

Do y ou prov i de dua l t one 

4 multi- fr e quen c y signalling o r i ts functi o nal 

5 equ i va lent? 

6 A . Yes. 

7 MS. WlEST: 

8 emergency services? 

9 

1 0 

A. 

ll se rv ices ? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 

12 A . Yes . 

13 MS. Wl EST: 

Do you p r o v ide a cces s co y our 

Do you pro v1de access t o o p era~or 

oo yoy provide access co 

l ~ intere xc hange ser v ice? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

directory ass1stance? 

A . Yes . 

MS . WIEST: 

And d o you p r ovide nccess to 

And you · ve already ta l ked about 

20 t o ll control and the waiver . Do y ou provide or are y ou 

2 1 able c o pro v i de toll blocking? 

22 A. Ye s . 

23 MS. WIEST: Then getting bac k to y ou r request 

f o r the wa i ver on single party service , I kno w 1n you r 

25 applica tion y ou tal ked about the ones t h at y ou have n o 
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1 pl a ns, you kno w, of provid i ng service due to the cost 

2 and everything . My problem, r guess, ls that I don• t 

3 see that the re is any de m1nimus excepti o n within the 

FCC rules with respe~ c to single party service. 

5 yo u been granted any of this type o f de minimus 

Rave 

6 e xception to tha t requi rement, do you kno w, i n any o f 

7 the ocher states ? 

8 

9 

A . I a m not a ware. 

MS. WIEST: And wh a t I'm gett ing at is that 

10 it appears, acco r ding to the FCC rules and I'm 

11 l ooking at 4 7 5 ~ .! 0 l (cJ , that in order to grant any 

12 add itiona ~ time t o complete net work upgrades for single 

13 par t y or enhanced 911 or coll limitation, chat the 

14 Commission does in : a ct have to set a time per iod f o r 

15 you c o complete those net wo rk upgrades . Is your 

16 contenti on that we d o not? 

17 ' " . I woul d not make that content ion. l'm g oi ng 

18 to l e e my attorney argue with you abou t that . 

l 9 MS . WIES:' : Wel 1 . then, I d o have a <:ouple 

2 0 other questions. My ot her quesc1 o n is on service 

21 area. And 1t 1s also a requirement o f the state 

22 Commission co designate serv i ce areas as opposed t o 

23 study are as f o r non rural telecommunications compa nies. 

First o f all you woul d agree that you are a nonrural 

25 Leleco mmunicat1ons company ? 
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A. Yes. l 

2 MS . WIEST: And i n t he FCC ' s publ ic notice 

3 96· 4S issued 9-29-97, it does state that we must send 

4 to USAC the names of the £TC'S and the des ignated 

s service areas fo r nonrural car r iers no later than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And I kno w you made some 

7 reference to these things in your application. but 1 

8 don't thin k you r eally told us what you want your 

9 service area to be. Because the FCC has told us that 

10 we better not adopt your study area as your serv ice 

11 area f or large ILEC's. Do you have serv ice a r e as f or 

12 your company that you want the Commission to adopt at 

1 3 this time ? 

14 

1S 

16 

A. Well. I suppo se that -- and, Bi l l, j ump in 

he r e, I guess, to help me with thi s. But ! suppose 

t ha t ou r ervi c e area o ught t o be ou r exchanges in the 

17 stace o f South Dako ta . No w, the study are a is a 

18 dif f e rent issue and tha t has not been dete rmined yet. 

19 But I would think that ou r se rvi c e area would be ou r 

20 e xchanges that we serve in the state of South Dakota . 

21 MR. HEASTON: If I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, t here is no deftn.tion ye t ; and certainly 

23 o ur service area would be those areas within wh ic h we 

24 are a uthorized co provi de the supported services. 

2S MS. WIEST: Ri ght. And tha t's my question . 
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1 MR . HEASTON: From~ general perspect i ve, I 

2 guess, if that's what you' re loo k ing for is what you 

3 would des1gnate to the FCC would not be anything 

~ outside t he area where we're autho r i zed o r c ertif i ed to 

5 provide service . When 1t comes t o where the areas are 

6 g oi ng t o be that would be where the services would be 

7 suppo r ted by a un1 ve raa. ser vice fun d , whether 1t 's 

8 high cos t o r l ~w income o r librar1es o r whatever 1t 

9 happens t o be, you kno w. that's a n a ~ea that ' s 

1 0 cu rrently under deba-e depend1n9 upon wh i ch pro xy cos t 

1; c odel 1s go~ng t o be a ccepted . And so that 's why we 

12 are socewnat vag~· o n t h a t term because what th1s 

:1 Cornciss1 o n has not d o ne and nor has the FCC come out 

: ; w1tn any !:nal dec:ston as t o wha t model 1t is going to 

!5 a ccept . So : think 1 ! we' re required t o t ake a loo k a t 

wou ld do 1t fr om the st3ndpo1nt o f 

17 wnat J o n ·· t o comp ly with t he la w. I ! chat ' s what 

:e we're l ooking ~o r . t o comply with the FCC requirement. 

l~ : th.nk :ho t·s wh a ~ we wou ld l ook at io on area . 

2 0 though, no l arger ~han a n e x c hange area. which we would 

equate to a wi r e c enter o r an e xc hange area. 

22 have ho wever many a r e on that . 

And we 

23 

25 

KS . WIEST : 

st1! l have? 

KR. HEASTO~ : 

He how many ex c hanges do you 

It's o n the list we submitted. 
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A. I can't answer that e xactly. It's 

approx ima tely 35. 

MS. WIEST : Ic would be attached? 

MR. HEASTON: It's o n our exhibit to our 

application. 

MS . WIEST : So however many with the 

amendment the t h r ee that were mi ss e d. Thac ~s how many 

service areas you would like the Commission to 

designate for US West ac this time? 

A. I guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

designate ea c h e x change. 

MS. WIEST: My problem is we a r e supposed to 

tel l the fCC by December 31st wha t your designated 

service area is. 

A. The n I suppose we ought to d o it excha nge by 

exchange. 

MS. WI EST: I f y ou want more t ime to thi nk 

18 about it 

1 9 MR. HEASTON: Yes. l think I would. I mean 

20 this is no t somech:ng thac·s come up in the other t wo 

21 states that t·ve done this 1n, and l had the same basic 

22 application. I will ha ve to - - I will do a late-filed 

23 exhibit on chat if I could with an af f idavit from Jon. 

24 

2 5 

MS. WI EST: Okay. 

MR. HEASTON: What are you relying on again, 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS. WIEST: Actu a lly what as far as the FCC 's 

3 publi c notice, tha t wa s d oc ke t 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 i ssued 

4 9-29-9 7. 

MR. HEASTON: 1892. 

MS. WIEST: And I'm also re l y ing o n 

5 

6 

7 paragra phs 185, 192 , 193 o f the fCC's unive rsal se rvice 

8 orde r . 

9 

10 

11 

MR. HEASTON : 197, 175. 

MS. WIEST: 157 or 

MS . CREMER: 185,192. 

12 MS. WIEST: The docket number f o r the FCC 

13 unive rsa l service. 

MR . HEASTON : No t the doc ket number but che : ~ 

: 5 

:6 

o r der number, the o rder number. 

MS. W: EST : Ok ay. I wa s loo king at 185, 192 

17 and paragraph 

18 MR . HEASTON : g ot those. Was It. FCC 

19 97 157? 

2C MS. Wi ESf: 1S7, right. And the ot her th ing 

2: you might .... a nt to add ress in para g raph 18 5 , for 

22 e xampl e , 1t do es say 1f a state PUC ado pts its ex i sting 

23 se r vice areas fo r la r ge TLEC's, thei r study area . this 

2~ woul d erect s1gni:1cant ba r r iers to entry . We are also 

25 encoura ged to cons ide r de s1gnacing service areas that 
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1 require an !LEC to serve areas other t ha n they have not 

2 tra ditionally served . 

3 MR . HEASTON: Yes . And , see. this -- what 

4 the probl em this causes is whe re you ha ve not 

5 cons i dered and have left t o the FCC t o determine how 

6 that's going to be model ed fro m a pro xy standpoi nt . 

7 And , ye s , we are advoc a ~ iog smaller geographic e lements 

B than th e wi re c enter f o r u n i versal high cost suppo r t 

9 but I do not have a So u~h Dakota specif ic look because 

10 this Commission decided n o t to d o thei r o wn earl1er 

11 this -- a cou p le months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

12 No rth Dakot a where I d o have that b~cause those two are 

13 l ook i ng at doing their o ,m. o r suggesting their o wn 

1~ cost study . So 1 do ha v e the small gri ds, as we c a ll 

15 tt , and 1 cou ld iden t if y that for you. 1 c a nnot 

16 identify anyth ing smaller t ha n r ight now t nan a wire 

17 centP.r. 

18 MS. WIEST: Okay. 

19 MR . COIT: Excuse me, ma y I comment briefly 

20 on this? And I unders:and that !' m not a pa rty b u t I 

21 do believe 1c was my underst anding t oday tha t the whol e 

22 issue o f disaggrega ted serv 1ce areas fo r US West o r 

23 any o ther company may come up . But I would like to say 

24 we cert ai n ly have an interest in the i ssue . And I 

25 think that the FCC r ules i nd icate tha t ·- the o r ders 
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1 and the rules indicate that b~fore cha ngi n g an e x isting 

2 service area, that the Comm1ss1on at the state level 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

needs to find that 1t's consistent w1th unive r s al 

service requ1reoents . So! think 1t's a really 

involved ·· involves a lot more than the review of 

acluall y looking at £,C service obligations. You're 

talking about making eh~nges in a US West service a r e a 

that could s1gn1f1cancly change the level of supp o r t it 

might receive under a federal un1veraal service fund. 

Decisions on US We Rt service area disaggrega tion a nd 

so ~Orth could certainly impact rural telephone 

12 compan1es a s we ll. And I guess going int o this 

1 3 

1 4 

1a 

l9 

20 

::n 

proceeding 1t was ou r unde r standing that there a r e 

c ertain established incumbent LEC service areas, and we 

didn't understand, : guess, that we ·· that the issue 

1n tn1s US Wes t d oc ket or an } o f the other ones would 

be w1ch regard t o d:sa99regat1ng service areas. 

~S WI EST: t ·m not talking abo ut 

disaggregating ser~1ce areas . And I thin k yo u have to 

i ecognlze th~ d1sc1nct1on that was made bet ween 

n~n rura ls and r ural co-?an1es with r espect t o se r vice 

2 2 area. lf we want to look at doi ng anything to rural 

23 co~pan1 es with respec c t disaggregation. we have co 

2 .; specifically p~t~t:on the FCC . That's a ll I'm talking 

25 abou t, and that's the reason why I only brought up chis 



1 issue with respect to OS West . And it's just my 

2 understanding the Commiss i o n d oes have to do the 

3 service area in o rde r for US West to get y o ur 

4 universal service money . 

79 

s MR. HEASTON: If I could have unti l whate v e r 

6 date was suggested earl ier on get ti ng the a dditional 

7 a ff idavit s i n, I'l l hav e a re commendat ion f o r you from 

e us West o n t hat. 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay. Are there any ot her 

:o questions o f this witness? One more questi o n , 

11 Mr . Lehner . Do you have a ny o bservati o n to what 

12 M:. Bes t suggested a s a d ve r tisi ng requirements fo r you r 

ll company ? 

1 4 A. l'm not sure that I unders tood exactly what 

15 he wa s r e qu i r ing. !f the requi reme n t i s to advertise 

16 it OLc e a year i n the newspaper, I don' t t hink we have 

17 a problem w1th tha t. 

18 MS . WTEST : And getting ba c k to single p art y 

19 service is high cost. the onl y ba~r1er is to pro~1de 

20 single party service t o those 52 uscome rs ? 

21 A. Yes . 

2 2 MS . WIEST: rs it also us West' s posi t. on 

23 that the settlement agreeme n t tha t y ou've stated 1s 

24 suspended conce rn i ng single party service no longer 

25 applies where I believe you seated y o u would have 
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l s ingle party service to all custome r s b y the yea r 2 000? 

2 A. Had the 12 1 investment prog r am continu e d, l 

3 would have been out here t alking t o the sta f f a nd to 

~ 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

you about these anyway, because as we honed down t o 

s o me to the last fe w on some o f these exchanges, i t 

became o bviou s that this wa s t h is i~ f oolish t o 

spend that k ind of money with the cu rren t tec hnology . 

Just doesn't ma k e an y sense. 

MS . WIEST : That's all I have. Mr . Heast o n, 

you mig ht a lso want to address the question o f ~ hether 

the Commission h us the autho r it y t o provide any de 

min1mus e xc epti o n co the single party without putt i ng 

the c1me line o~ 1t . 

MR. HEASTON : , don't k now that de minimus i s 

I S the issue, but ! d o think that you could put a time 

line o n 1t a n d make 1: rene wable that we wo uld have to 

1 7 c o me .in . I think what the r ul e woul d al low y o u to do 

1 6 ts require us to come ln o n a regularly - scheduled 

19 bas.s , maybe a nnua: : r. ~aybe semi - annually, to update 

i o the Commisst o n o ! ~nere ~ e are te c hnol o gyw1se in taki ng 

2! c are o f these l a s: S2 . 7hat would be my position on 

2l 1 thls is lha t that puts a ltme lim11: o n and it ma k es it 

2 3 dr i ve n by the techno l o gy and the a f [o r dabil1t y ot it. 

24 MS . w: EST : Ok ay . Any othe r questions? 

~ ~ COMM: SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER : t have a question 
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1 of Mr. Lehner . And the reason J have a question i s 

2 because in your amended application you might have 

3 addressed it, however, t d o n ' t have a copy of that and 

, l apologi ze . But you ad.dressed in here and you have an 

5 exhibit o n y ou r original applicnt ion that regards 

6 Lifeli ne, Link Up. And basi c ally what i t is i t's y o ur 

7 t ar i ff, or a page that looks li ke a t ari ft page t o ~ e. 

8 No w, u s Wes t really intends to compl y with the 

9 Commission o rder in Lif e line, Lin k Up ? 

to A . Absolut ely. 

11 COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER: I need t o kno w 

1.2 that. 

lJ A. And tha t page doesn't apply any more . 

1 ~ ~O MM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank you . 

15 MS. WI EST: Any othe r q ue s tions ? Thank ;ou. 

16 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess I have a 

:7 question. You k now, you - · when you were talking about 

18 why y ou shouldn't have to provide th i s singl e party 

19 systems for these areas that you listed like Spearfish 

2 0 a nd Pie rre a nd all t he list tha t you we n t through ·· 

2: A. Yes . 

22 CO MM ISS!ONER NELSON: Why would it ·• it just 

23 seems we ird t o me that it woul d be tha t e xpensive to 

2 4 provide those services in some areas . Like Pierre and 

25 Huron, those are p re tt y · - I mean can you explain tha t 
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to me a l1ttl e bit because I (ind chat a l1tcle odd. 

A. The h igh cost we ' re talking about 1n many 

J c ases . not o nly replacing, we 're talk1n9 abou t 

4 customers that were engi neered pro bab ly bac k 1 n the 

5 si x ties and seven ties to multi-pa r ty service with no 

6 1ncent1on o f ha ving si ngle pa rt y service. So we• re 

7 ta l k 1ng 1n many c ases miles and ~iles o f distr1but ion 

8 c ab l e. some cares s t x pa i r , 11 pair. maybe even greater 

Q pai r . So we're talking abou t no w having t o r eplace 

1 0 that c able wi th probably SO pair o r a hundred pa~r 

ll c ab l e . And we're also tal k ing abo ut many c a ses where 

l~ aL Lhe end o f that c ab le we have to e x tend what some 

13 pe o p l e w1l l c all a drop, what I ca ll a pair of wires, 

sometimes sever a l mil es . And i n o rder t o pro v ide 

: s single par ty ser·nce · · well, I take that back 1n that 

The drop p~e c e o! that will be o kay. 

:1 Lh1nk 1ng of 1f t hey h ave mor e than o ne line. 

I wa s 

But we' re 

:a t a l k ing about d1s:r 1but1 o n c able , we 're talking abou t 

! eede r . and we 're ta! ~ :no in some c a s es about PAIR CAIN 

2 0 sysLems that are Just pl ain f u ll . I'm talking about 

syscerns that you' ve heard l1 ke Ana conda t ha t are g oi ng 

22 t o need to be rep ~a cec. : t•s expensive . 

23 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: guess in my m1nd 1 t 

s•ems to me that c o st proh1bit !ve ·· I d idn't exactly 

25 en~tdi o n e xactly what you were Just e xp l a ining t o me 
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1 b e c a use I was thin k ing ma y be t hese lines had to be run 

2 ou t miles an d miles a nd miles and there's nobody out 

3 there or something. But i f this is in a fairly 

4 populated area. and it doesn't seem to me that these 

5 people should have co li ve wi th just cwo party 

6 telephone system when most of the wo r ld doesn't, as we 

7 know it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do t hat 

8 because the lines are all filled u p. I mean t·m 

9 looking for some reason why that's acceptab l e, 

10 especially when some of those little compa nies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they 've made 

13 every effort to say. well. we want a waiver but we will 

l fo d~ .t by the end o! the year or whatever. 

15 A . ! think that most of the companies you've 

16 been listening co up until now ·· and I obviously can·c 

17 speak for them, but I think you' r e talking about 

18 engineering t hat was d o ne probably 1 5, 20 years ago 1n 

19 most of these compani es• c ases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do chat . We did not do that . ~ e 

21 provided discr1but1on systems that were literally 

22 designed not to prov ide single pa-ty servic- . There 

23 are different f unding mechanisms anQ different 

24 requirements that we've had. The y've had the abi lity 

25 to spend tha t kind of money and r eco ver it. No w , f can 
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l spend $1 00,000 or SlS0,000 or 50,000, wh a tever it 1s, 

2 to do these. bu t s ome whe r e t hat h a s to b e re cove r ed and 

3 It tsn•:; going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t: 

4 cus t omer isn't going t o pay for that. 

s 

6 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: It seems to me this 

!lies 1n the tace of wh a t the governor's bill s a id l a s t 

7 year . l mean here we•re ta lki n g making ava ilable hi gh 

8 techno l ogy t o everybo dy 1n South Dakota. Ba sica ll y 

9 that·s what the bll! says. And we' re tal k ing here some 

:o people that aren't even going to have single party 

:1 telecommun1cat1on 1n chis state. 

A . 

13 C0Sl 18. 

Commissioner. all I can tell you is wha t t he 

And t :h~nk that's ·· I think chat's, unl es s 

' . . .. ,here·s a reco very ~echan1sm. lt would make no sense ~o 

:s spend :ha: ~~no o f ~oney. And I ce rtainly wouldn't 

1 recomi:-end t:; 

17 The question I have 1n the 

!~ ~EC .ndustry when we have these ktnd of situations o nce 

10 car. oo 1t. AOuld that be the cas e to any o f these? 

~' .. 

~ l . -

Wou:d :ha~ be a reaso~a b:e sol~t1on e ver? 

A Yes. 1:. ... ou :d And, Comm1 ss1one r , if there 

:s any c~mpan y ;n ~n:s room that woul d li k e to serve 

... any o : these s:. · vould be happy t o negotiate. 

25 CHAlRMAS BURG: I thin k ma ybe when we're down 
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17 

18 

1 9 

&0 

2 1 

as 
to S 2, we ought to get a list of those n ame s and see i f 

we could work it out. l share what Counsel has said . 

I'm not sure we c an ma ke the e x c ept ion. I kno w that 

o s West's counsel h a s given us what l call a sho rt 

t e rm one, that in other words, we could give the waiver 

f o r a lim i ted period of time. but I don't kno w that's 

a n i ndefin i te s o lut i on and we probably ought to wo r k -· 

look a t wo rk i ng together t o meet and f i nd the solution 

to mee t t he FCC ru l es I think if we c an . But s o many 

· • mdybe, I guess, what I wo uld like to request 1a t he 

a c t~al name and l o c a tion of those S2 fi l ed at s o me 

time. 

not. 

I don't c are whether it's p , r t of this docket or 

A . 

tha n k you. 

l th i nk that c an be provid ed . 

MS . WIE ST : Any othe r questio ns ? If n o t, 

CHAI RMAN BURG : l supp ose we d o need s o me 

type o f wa1ver 1 n o rde r to grant t hem an ETC sta tu s . 

MS . WIEST : So rry, for wh ich n o w? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Fo r sing l e party . 

MS . WIEST : At th i s time staff has a witness 

22 on th is c ase fir s t . 

23 MS . CREMER: Sta ff wou ld c a ll Harlan Best . 

2 . RARLAN BEST , 

2 5 c a lled a s a witne ss , being previously s worn , 
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l was e xa mined and testi f ied as follows: 

2 DIRECT EXAM INATI ON 
3 BY MS. CR EMER : 

Q. Harlan . were you the analys t assigned to 

S TC97 - t63, US West's appl1cat1on? 

Yes . 6 

7 

A. 

o. And have y ou revie wed that application by Us 

a West? 

9 A . Yee. 

10 And would you ag r ee w! th Mr . Lehne r when he 

11 test1! i ed earlier .ha t they met all the requirements of 

l2 ~ 7 CFR S 4 101 ? 

!3 

' . -~ 

lS 

A. 

. 
". 

Tha t they h ave met those? 

Yes . 

Yoe, wit~ the d1scuss1on t hat we've had on 

16 s1nqle party. 

17 Ri ght . Oltay. And at your recommendation for 

18 advertising. would t~at be the same for US Wes t as it 

20 A. \'es . 

21 And wh a t wo~ld your recommend a tion be f o r the 

~2 Comm1ss1on 1n def1n:ng a service a r ea :or US West? 

2.) A. :c would be the wi re cente r . 

MS . CREMER : Tha t 's all the q uestions 1 wou ld 

2S have. 



MS . WIEST : An y questions, Ms. Wilka ? 

MS. WlLKA : No questi o ns. 

MS . W!EST : Commissione r s? 

8 7 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question I 'd have is 

based o n that, sho ul d we not - - I mean is thi s - - what 

do 1 c all it? ls this a d ocument t hat is filed in 

these hea r ings? 

MS CREMER : Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess t th i nk we o ught to 

10 co r rect that e xhibit c o put n o on ea c h o f those that 

11 we've made a wa1ver f o r o n the si ngle p arty beca us e 1 

12 bel ieve the answer i s no and we've made a wa i ver t o 

13 satisfy t hat. 

l , MS. CREMER : Okay . 

15 CHA IRMAN BURG : Since tha t's f iled . 

16 COMM ISS 10 NER SCHOENFELDER : We ha v e not moved 

17 ! o r a waiver 1n tha t area , have we ? 

l B CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. f o r s i x mont hs o n o r.e 

19 o :her company . 

20 MS . WIEST : We h a ve t wo si ngle par t y wa 1vers 

21 so f a r, b ut US West we haven 't moved yet; r i ght ? 

22 CHA IRMAN BURG: But if we d o and f o r any we 

23 d o . since h e 's a witness o n the sta nd a nd this is his 

2 'i document, I thin k tha t this docur ~nt s houl d b e 

25 correc ted ~o reflect , no , they do not me et tha t co 
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l coinci de w1th the waivers we 've given . 

2 

3 

MS. CREMER: Okay . 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I guess I don't kno w. What 

4 d o we need t o d o t o make sure that correction 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI EST: I believe there are t hree 

6 compani e s that d o not a t this t1 me p rov1de s~ngle par ty 

7 service, so all they wo uld have t 6 do 1s change that 

8 yes t o no f o r tho se Statel ine. Venture. and u S West; 

CHA I RMMI BURG : And the test imony on the 1 0 

1 1 1~co rd is adequate ~o a c complish that? 

l l 

. -. I wo nd etea . 

• C . ~ 

! 7 

!8 

A . 

MS w:Es , Yes . 

CHAIR MAN BURG. Okay . That's all 

MS ;; .£ST : So ho w many wire centers does OS 

3 5 

MS Wl£ST 1a . Thank you Any o cher 

1 ~ q u e s · : o ns o ! th:s w: i:.ness ? 

2 0 

.. 
4 • 

MS CREMER : No . 

MS . W: £ s , Wo uld you like to adm1t th~s 

:~ d ock~~ f o r the purpo ses o f • his d o cket ? Before l onl y 

: 3 ~~~1t tcd it ( o r the o ther d ockets . 

., . 
~ .. MS . CREMER : Ac tually I wasn 't going to move 

: s t t tnto th1s o ne be c a u se people testi f ied to it. sot 
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l didn't reall y need it in mine. Bu t I c an c er tainly 

2 mov e ic.. 

3 

q 

MS. WIEST , lt's up to yo u . 

MS. CREMER : We don't need it i n this d ocket. 

5 MS. WIEST : 

6 witness? Tha n k you. 

An y other q ueue.ions of this 

Anythi ng else from any o f the 

7 parties? At t.h1s time I be lieve the Commissi o n will 

8 take these mate.ere und er advisement . We are wa iting 

9 for some late-filed exh i bits in some d ockets, a nd it 

10 will be possible tha t perhaps the Commission will make 

11 c.he decisions e ither a t a Commission meeting o r at the 

12 December 2nd hear ing on some o ther related ETC 

lJ dockets. Are the re any question s from anybody or any 

l'l comme nt.a ? 

1S MR . CO IT , 1 would just, f o r the record, li k.e 

16 to f o rmally request that the Commission designa te each 

17 of the -- based upon the record, the affidavits y~t to 

18 be submit t ed. Lhat the Commission designate each of the 

19 r ural telephone companies, SOITC member companies, as 

io ETC's and that t heir SLUdy areas be designated as thelr 

21 service a r ea . That's all I have. 

22 MS. WIEST, Thank yo u. That will close the 

23 hearing . 

24 ( THE HEARING CONCLUOtO AT 3:50 P. M.) 

25 



l STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
) 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES I 
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l, Loo J. Gr ode, RMR , Nota r y Public, in and 

S ( o r the State of South Da kota, do hereby certify cha t 

6 t he above hearing , pages l th r o u gh 89, inc l usive . was 

7 reco rded steno graph i cally b y me and reduced to 

8 typewriting . 

9 l FURTHER CERTIFY tha t the foregoing 

1 0 trans c r ipt o f the said hearing is a true and cor r ec t 

1 1 transcr1pt o f the stenographic notes a t the time and 

12 p l a c e specified he ~Ai nbefo re. 

lJ I FURTHER CER7IFY that a m not a relative o r 

14 emp loyee o r att o rney o r counse l o f any o! the parties, 

!5 n o r a r elative o r e~pl o yee o f suc h att o rney o r c ounsel, 

:6 o r f1nanc 1a ll y i nterested directly o r indirectly i n 

17 th1s OCt. ! On . 

1 8 IN WI TNESS WHEREOF, l have hereunt o set. my 

: 9 hand and seal o f 0 !!1 c e a t P1erre. So uth Da ko ta, t.h 1s 

2 0 l et day o ! De cember . 1 097 

2! 

Lo :1 J. Gr o d e . RMR 

2S 

•, 
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Mr. William Uulhml Jr 
Public IJ1ili1i,..._ C'ommis~ion 
Cupuvl Uuildmg. I" Floor 
500 r:a'lt Copi!ol Avent~ 
Piem:. S.I). S7501-5070 

Dear Mr. Dullard: 

June l '1, 1997 

TC9?-089 

RECEIVED 

JUN \ 7 1997 

SOUlH DAKOTA P:U~LIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

WcS1em Tell-phone Company is cnclosing a requ•'51 for desi11'13lion os an "eligible 
1elecummuni1.,;i1ions cnrricr" ("l!TC") Western ·1 elcphorn: Compnny ha ns.tumed Miversnl 
si:rvicc obligauuns for the u~,a it :.ervcs nnd meets the criimn for ETC designation in uccordnnce 
wilh fodcrul regulations. except for the r,-quiremcnt for •1011 control" s..'rvicc. Western Telephone 
Cumpuny. olong with others in the indll.'ltry. is in the process of examining the: •1011 control" 
l5SUe. It i;s ccn11Jn Ihm the pro\ ision of this ~rv.icc as outlined in the npplicablc FCC rules will 
require u bc:uer undcrli1nnding 1,f1hc FCC's intent relative 10 •1011 comrul• 111nn cxislS now. Uue 
10 Iii.: time m .... ·dcd in b1udying imd providing I.he •1011 control" service, WCS1cm Telephone 
Cumpnny is also enclosing hcrc.\,i lh u n:quest for n ic:mpornry waiver oftl1c: •1011 control" service 
requirement. 

l'lelbe cunlllcl me wit11 any qucstic>1L~ you mU)' hnw r~,;nrding tJICS<: r,'qlk.'SIS. 

Thank.you. 

Yours truly, 

~'7 /. "" Q'./ ) ~ .~q:~/ 
llarold Drown 
Ma11,1ger 



TC97-089 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL ITIES COMMISSION OF 

TIIE STATE OF SO TII DAKOTA 

11' TIii \I,\ ti I K OI rll[; RI ()I I 'i I t )I 

Y,f 'ti k'1 ru.1.1•1toN[ LOMP \'" I IIR 
Ill ',ltll,,\ 110, A\ A'I I.I lt;lllll 
Ir I u flMMI ,,c ,\ nm,<; CARRIi .i< 

Kl QUI.SI f()K I Tt 
UI ',IC,NAllO:S 
U<JC K F1 I C97 • 

RECEIVED 

I 1997 
) C"l J.l h\'(OT A. PU8tlC 
UTlttnes COMM ISSION 

\\a,m, lckph<Nx l '"'"J\lll) ,·wnirrn I rl ·, pun.u:un 10 J7 1Jnlt«I Sllttn CoJc1·u SC; 

Sc:<tl<ffl 214!cJ ond H CoJc of rr.1<r.,I Kri;ul.rtifflu 1"lTR"1 <;«oon $-1201 11,,,.,b) ic,:u from Ille l'ubhc 

W.--rcrn I ol olfm 1hr follo" Ill( 

I f•uno~t 1c, J 7 ll l> C ~ !I lie) 11 "Ille Cvn,mlulOfl\ t°"l"••mblhl) to ~tc foal 

0nm,. loW1h o.~ .... 

(60S) J2J 

(60$) S98 

t!JOS)3'1! 



WC\lan Tel tu its knu.,ltdg• I} the only comer today pro,idlr1j1 lucal uch:lngc 

1clc:cummunka1tc,c1> 'l<rvoe"' 111 lhc ubo,·e l\louir,cd e>eh.>ni;c life;>.,.. 

J Wn1<1n Id. m /IC~OfWllC< wnh 47 Cf!( f S4 IOI Olt<t, 1hr following !«al uch.ange 

tcl<e<Hnmunoc-.ucocu ;.av,ccs 10 llll Cllll5Wn<n lllfflllghoul IU $<rvict .arcic 

• Vmcc v,,,ck- uccm 10 the publt< ,w,tchod nc1"on.. 

• l.«ltl c,ich.u,~c Vt> i« tncludona M ll11100l\l of local Utlll;< fr.., O( per hlmUk chJlflcs 

UM<r • n., rated IO<al >tr> IC< p;1d,>:~ 

• l.lual IOOC multHrcquellC) >ellJ"'lln~. 

• AC<CSJ m cmtrgn1<> l<t\lCCS '1JCh J} 'II I "'tnhwiml 911 puhhc k<Viccs; 

• A«cu 10 °""""'>t Sc"f\ 1e<:<: 

• Acccs; to mltr<\Changc k'.rvk<. 

• A«oss 10 du«t«) um11111cr. llllld 

• Toll blod.oni; Sc"rviec 10 quallfitd ,ow.q,c11n1r r111numm 

A, no1w obo,.,. Wts1cm Tel due$ pro,klt ~oll lun,1,.mon ~ 1tc m the I, rm 0(1011 blodtu,g IO 

'l""hl> 1111 consuma,-. I""''""'· th<' lltkhtJM)l 1011 h,unauon kn tee ul ·mu cunuor u clcfin<d in 1he new 

11:C un,.crul scn,cc rules (47 CfR ~ Sol 100(3)) os OOI proytJtd We1tcrn Ttl lS ,,.., a"-.rc lh.i "">' local 

C\C!\lnge t:am<1' U1 Swth ().u..,u W a a mcnt cop:1b1hl) lO pruyiJ< ,web .c,"l,l(C The f'CC p> < M 

ll>OIC>IIOII .,. ..... tu '"" rclaJC of lb lltll\"Cf'31.cn.,cc <>rdcr (f CC 97.1 S7 j tl>ot 1(>11 <Olllnll "oukl b< 

'"'"'~~,.an 11 <. ~ICe miuunnrnt and. to oor 111fo<1n011ao ond belief. as• mull. LI.Cs nlllion.- ..i., 

11R nol l)uilli<Hlfd lo rnu.c the ~r<<' rntmcJ,,1d) •• •rl.rbk In o,Jct fot \Vc,Stc:m Tel to pro,ldc the 

l<f'o<:c. odd11~l-1c u.,.,i.'"i and llontJc <"1"1>•1~"" " di It.I-. to be inuall<d in 11< ""'11 ,.,.,,chu,g 

.qu,pmrnt At mrnrmum. lhc: .c,-,,rce rc,iu1ra a 5'\IIChoni; ,ot\v,:ire vl')IB(lc and 111 th,. tuM Wntc:m rel b 

,n,~1gii11n~ ..,,J :wrmpung w dnemunc -.hC1lin 1hr ti«cnor)' .oftv.Jlc ha\ bttn clocklptd and ,.hm u 

rno•ht become avoJQblc 

AmxJm~I). \\ ""1<n1 T<I "fo<fll ,.,th e,c,cp1J<lll.l! w,.umu:urcncun:c:mm; 1b •bllit> tu mo!.• 

the 1011 cCJ<111ol -c" o« a\J1bblc ••"" lonh 111 the FCC-,"""~ ><nlce rui.. >nJ "''"' kqUCIJ • "•her 

trurn the requ,mn<nt lO 11«1•« -.uch ><'f'II'< ,\I Iha~ 1rmc, ., """'"' fota pcnod ol' ono >eut lu-.qudlni. 

l'r•lf to the <fld of th<: 00<' yur pn>'ld. Wnt<Tn Tel "111 rcpon bac~ to d..- C'omm,«IOII "1th r.p«1(1e 

2 



•) i;111nt J l<mpooll} \\'111 r:f or the IC'flUll<ffl<1\I ICJ provide 0 1011 COC\lfOI° l<'tvi«, ,ind 

b) i:r.,nl MI, rC doJiµ>allOO lO \\nl<ffl r<I co,mng all of th< local ucfwtgc llm>S lffi'II 

ll;at<d I.hi;, '( II•)' al June, 1997 

/ 
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. _r WES'l'EltH TELEPBDIE CDMPM'Y 
Serving C,cs/Jarcl, raulkton. Orienr, f'olo & Wecot.1 

PO Boic 128, 111 91h l\vc. N . h ull.Ion, SO 57<438-0 128 - Phone; 60S· 598·6l 17 - fh. 60S.S9S.-t l00 

October IS, 1997 

Ms Karen Cremer 
Staff Auomey 
Pubfic Ulili1ics Commissions 
Capitol Uuildi.ng. I" Floor 
SOO East C11pi1ol Avenue 
Pierre. South Dakota .57.501,.5070 

RE Eligible Tclec.ommunica1ions CarriCf" (ETC) Applica1io11 TC\17-089 
Western Telephone Company 

Dear Ms 0-emcr: 

;,97 

We are rc,ponding to your request for additional information regarding our ETC application 

Western Tclt'phonc Company offers single party service. 

Western Telephone Company currently offers Lif'clinc and Link Up 5CfVices in those exchanges 
recently purchased from U f WEST Communic::itions In our other exchanges these 5CfViccs ate 
not cu1rently offered. but will be offered beginning January I, 1998, in accord with FCC rules and 
llllY PUC decisions concerning implementation of. the expanded programs 

My affidavit as 10 the validity orthe infonnation given in our ETC application and the infomiation 
ccmtaiocd herein is provided bdow. 

Youu truly 

~~/ 
Harold Brown .,.· 
<knem Mamigcr/Sccrctary &. Treasurer 

.i:tlct !Mt he II lhc gcnn.,I m;in.>gt'l/iccttt,I) & UGsum (or 1hr 

...::r:J'"' ETC appha don •nd 1hc foregoing. lll'ld lhc p ine :a.re true 10 bl~ wn 

• IXNt81f I .z_ Uy Commlsston E-QlltS Junt 10. 11191 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBILE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-089 

On June 17, 1997, lhe Pubhc Ulilit ies Comm,ss,on (Comm1ss,on) received a request for 
des1,gnation as an eHglble telecommunocatoons earner (ETC) from Western Telephone Company 
(We.slem Telephone) Weslem Telephone reques1ed deSigl'UJIJOn as an ehg,ble teteeommunle3t10ns 
camer w,thin the local exchange areas that constitule its service area. 

The CommlSSion electronically transmi11ed notice of the filing and the Intervention deadline 
to Interested tndiv,duals and entities. No person or entity fried to intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commission set the heanng for this matter for 1.30 p.m on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 4 12, State Gap,tol, P,erre. South Oalkola 

The heanng was held as scheduled A t the heanng, the Commission gran1ed Western 
Telephone a one year waiver of the requirement lo provide toll control service w,th1n rts service area 
At rts December 11, 1997, meetrn,g, 1he Commission g ranted ETC designation to Western Telephone 
and designated its study area as ,ts service area. 

Based on the evidence of record. the Commission enters ihe following Ftndings of Fact and 
Conclusions o f Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 17, 1997, the Comm,ss,on received a request for des,gn_at,on as an ETC from 
WelJtem Telephone Western Telephone requeste<l des,gnallon as an ETC w,th,n the local 
exchange areas thal constiMe ,ts service area. Western Telephone serves the following 
exchanges ,-.resbard (324) , Faulk1on (598); and Onent (392). Exh1b1t 1 

ti 

Pursuant to 47 USC. § 214(e)C2). the Comm,ss,on is required to des.,gnate a common 
earner that meets the requirements or section 2 14(e)(1) as an ETC for a serv,c11 area de.s,gna1ed 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)(1), a common earner that ,s des,gna1ed as an ETC rs ehg,bfe 
lo receive untversal service support and shaU. lhrwghout its service area. offer the services that are 
supponeo by federal universal service suppon mecnanlsms either using ,ts own fac,hties or a 
combina tion o f its own fac,1tt1es and resale of another camefs services The carrier must also 
ad11e rtJse the a11adabihty o! sueh services and the rates for the services uslng media o f general 
d1stnbut1on 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the foUOWll\g services ex 
fvnCl!Onallbes as those supported by federal unM!t'Sal service support mechanisms· (1) voioe grade 
access to lhe public SWt1c::hed nelwOlk. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling°' itS 
functional equal; (4) single party service or 11s functional equivalent. (5) access to emergency 
services: (6) aca,ss 10 opera1or services: (7) acoess to 1nterexcn1nge service: (8) access to 
directory assistance, and (9) 101.1 hm,tatlon for quallfymg low-income consumers, 4 7 C FR § 
S4.101(a), 

V 

As part or tts obligalJOI\S as an ETC. an ETC as required to make available Lifeline and Loni,; 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Westem Telephone offers voice grade access 10 the publ,c switched netwont 10 all 
consumers throughout its service area Exhibit 1, 

VII 

Western Telephon.e offers local exchange servtce induding an amount of local usage free 
of pet minute charges to all consumers lhroughOut ,ts service area. 1$1. 

VIII 

Western T eleplione olfets duil tone Multl,fmqu6i'lcy slgNilii'\(j to all eonsumttt WOOOnout 
11s servlce area Isl. 

IX 

West em T etephone o"ffl single party service 10 all consumers th 0Yghou1 rts service are 1. 
Exhibit 2 

X 

Westem T etephone offers access to emergency services 10 all consumers throughout its 
sel'VICe area, Exhibit t . 

XI 

Westem Telephone offers access 10 opera,lor services to all consumers throughout ~~ 
servia! area. lll 

XII 

Westem Telephone o"et-s access to ll'lterexchange seivicu to all consumers throughout its 
se,vice area ta. 

XIII 

Westem Telephone offers access to directory assistance to a~ consumers throughout itS 
sel'V>C6 area. I.!!. 

2 



XIV 

OM of the S!MC:!!5 requl!ed to be provided by an ETC to quali fymg low•mcome consumer1 
,s loll hm1ta11on 4 7 C F R § 54 1 O 1 (a)(9) Toll um,tation consists of both toll blodung and toll 
control 47 CF R § 54 400{d) Toll eot1trot ,s a serv,ce that allows consumers to speofy a cena,n 
amount of toll usage that may be onc:tJrred per month o, per b,lhng cyde 47 C.F R § 54.400(c) Toll 
blocklng ,s a service t"8t lets consumers elect not to .allow the compte11on of outgoing toll calls 4 7 
CF R § 54 400(b) 

xv 
Westem Telephone offers toll bloclong to all consumers "iroughout ,ts service area Exhibit 

XVI 

Western Telephone does not currently oiler toll control ill In order ror Westem Tel.tphone 
to provide toll control, add11tonat usage traclung and storage capab,lthes will have to be installed ,n 
,1 s local sw,tch,ng equipment Western Telephone ,s attempting to determine Wllether the 
necessary soltware has t>een developed and when ,1 might become avallable Id 

XVII 

Western Telephone stated that 11 1s faced with except,onal cucum.stances concerning ,rs 
abdrty to mah toll control serv1oe available and requested a one year waiver lrom the requirement 
to prov,de such service. Ill Pnor to the end of the one year penod, Western Telephone w,lf repon 
back. to the Comm,ss,on with specif ic inforrnat,on 1nd1cat,ng when the network upgrades can be 
made 1n order to provide toll control ill 

XVIII 

W,rh respect to the obi.gallon to adveruse the availabtlfTy of serv,ces supponed by the federal 
universal service suppon mechan,sm and the charges for those serv,ces using media of general 
dtstnbYtoon. Western Telephone sla!ed that rt advertises tile ava,labotrty of Us local exchange servtces 
,n media of general d,stnbution throughout ,ts service area However. Western Telephone has not 
generatty advett1Sed the prices for these serv,c:es tli Western Telephone stated ,ts intention to 
comply with any adven,sing standards developed by the Comm,ss,on. Jg 

XIX 

West om Telephone currenUy offers Lifeline and Link Up service discounts ,n ,ts exchanges 
recently purcha$ed from US WEST Commun,c.a11ons, Inc Exh1b1t 2 Western Telephone will offer 
the ulelone and L,nk Up seMC:6 d,seounts ,n all of ols seMee araa beg1nn1ng January 1. 1998. ,n 
accordance with 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 1nd us1ve and any Comm1ss1on imposed 
requi rements Exh1b1t 2 

xx 

The Comm ,ssoon finds that Westem T eiephone currently proYldes and wlll co.ntrnue 10 provide 
the follow,ng serv,ces or fune1,ona1111es throughout rtts serv,ce area (1) •Cite graae access to the 
pubtl.c switched networit., (2) local usage, (3) dual tooe mult1-fi'equency s,gnahng. {4) s,ngle-pany 
serv,ce. (5) access 10 emergency serv,ces, (6) access 10 operator serv,ces. (7) access to 
,n1e1exchange service, (8) access 10 dtreciory .. ss,stance, and (9) toll t>loclung for quabty,ng low-
1ncorne consumtlrs 

) 



X.XI 

The Com!niss,on finds lhat pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) ~ will grant Westem Telephone 
a waive( of the requwemen1 10 offer toll control services unhl December 31 . 1998 The Commission 
fitlds lhat e.xceptional circumstances preve!'II Western Telephone from prov1dlflg toll control al this 
ttme due lo the d.,fficulty 1n obtaining the necessary software upgrades 10 provide the service. 

X.XII 

The Comm,sslon rinds lhal Western 'Telephone intends 10 provide L1fehne and Link Up 
programs 10 quai,fylng customers ttiroughout i1s service area consisten1 with state and federal rules 
and Ofders 

X.XIII 

The CommlsSIOO finds lhat Western Telephone shall advertise lhe availability of the services 
S4IPl)Olted by the federal unM!fSal service support mechanism and the Charges therefor throughoul 
11S seNice a.rea using media of general distnbut,on once each year. The Commission funher finds 
lhlll d the rate for any ol the services supported by the federal universal service suppon mechanism 
changes, the new rate must be adventSed using media of general distribution 

X.XIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S .C. § 214(e)(5). the Commission designates Western Telephone's current 
study area as its service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has jurisd1ctt0n over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1 ·26. 4~31, 
and 47 U.S .C § 214. 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(2). the Commission 1s requln 110 des,gnate a common 
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(1), a common earner Iha! ls designated as an ETC is eligible 
to receive universal seMCe suppon and shaA, throughout ,ts seMce are&. offer the services that are 
supponed by federal un111ersal service support mechanisms ei1her using Its own lacflit les c,r a 
combina tion of its own faritrtles a.nd resale or another came(s serv,ces The cartjer must also 
advenise the ava,lab,hty o, such services and the rates for the services using media or general 
d,stnbutlon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or fundionahties as those supponed by 
federal universal service suppor1 mechanisms: (1) voice grade access to the pubhc switched 
nerworll; (2) local usage: (3) dual tone mult).frequency s1gnahng or 11$ functional equal, (4) single 
pany service or ,ts functional equivalent. (5) acc.ss lo emergency services· (6) access 10 operator 

4 



services: (7) acce" to lnterexehange service; (8} access 10 dir"1ory u,11!111'!CO, and (9) ton 
l,mitation for qualifying low•lncome consumers. 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

'V 

As pan of its Obliga11ons as an ETC, an ETC Is required lo malte available ufellne and LI nk 
Up serviee5 10 qualifying low-income consumers 47 C .F R § 54.405. 47 C F R § !>4.41 1. 

V I 

Western Telephone ha, mel the requ,remenls of 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a) Wllh the e1«:eption 
of lhe ability to offer toll control Pursuant to 47 C.F R § 54. 101(c), th,. Comm,ss,on condudes tnat 
WeS1em Telephone has demonstrated exceptional clrcumstarn:es that Justi fy granting 11 a W1UVer of 
the requirement to offer toll control unt~ December 31, 1998 

Vlf 

Westem Telephone shall provide Lifeline and Link Up programs to qualifying customers 
throughout ,ts service area cons,stent With state and federal 11.11es and orders 

VIII 

Westem Telephone shaU advertise the a,va,labilrty of the servk:45 supponed by the federal 
universal srMOe supporl mechani sm and the charges therefor using media of general distribution 
onoe each year If the rate for atr, of the services :suppo,1ed by the federal universal serv,ce suppor1 
mechanism changes, the new rate shalt be advertised us,ng media of general d,stnbuuon 

lX 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e){5), the Convn,ss,on deslgoates Western Telephone's current 
study area as ,ts sefVJce area 

X 

The CommtsSJOO designates We stem T itlephone as an ehg,ble telecommuntCations camer 
10< Its service area 

It ,s lheierore 

OROERED. lhal Western Telephone·s current S1udy area 1s designated as ,ts seMce area, 
and 1t IS 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Weslem Telephone shaft be gramed a waiver of the requ,rement 
to offer toll control services until December 31, 1998; and ,1,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Western Telephone shaU follow the advertising requirements as 
tested above. and 11 1s 

FURTHE.R ORDERED, lhal Westem Telephone ,s designated as an ellg,ble 
te1ecommuroc.a1ions camer fOf 1LS $erv1ce area. 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that lh,s Order was duty entered on the 11 .,/.,day of December. 
1 !e97. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effeci 10 days af1er the date of receipt or 
fad'ure 10 accept delivery of the d~slon by lhe parties 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, ttiis -1.2!if:,day of December, 1997. 

CERTlflCATE 0# SERVICE 

""' ~ ""'°' C4<1;f,n - -
_,... ___ ,,_, .. _., 
IKOt11 In--. n IIIIIClonttw-.....,.. 
""'· .,. ,....,. 0/ .,. iw.c - ...... pt-'f =-~;;,~ 
0.. 

0 

Ii? I If /97 T J 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 



WESTEM TEU:PBDIE CDMPAHY 
Serving Cresbard, Faulkton, Orienr, Polo,,. Wecota IC, f 7-/} Rf 

Harold /\ Brown, MJ""8' '' 

PO Box 128, I 11 ?th /\ve N~ raull.tm,. SD SN )8,0 128 - PhOM !,0$ S'l8 421 7 - ra, r,()S,598-4100 

Dcccmbcr 19. 1997 

Mr Bill Bullard 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 Ea5t Capitol 
Picrrc. South Dakota 5 750 I 

Dear Mr Bullard 

RECEIVED 
DE( 1• 1997 

S ~ : .., liAYOTA. PUBLIC 
" liJ 1r; _ .).\\MISSION 

We uc enclosing a cop) of Western Telephone Company'5 Lifeline and Lmk Up Plans which arc 
consistent with the criteria in South Dakota Public Utilities Commiuion·s Docket TC97-t 50 
(also enclosed) and in 47 CFR 54 400 - S4 -1 17 

Plea5e call I orcna Calabro ofTELEC Consulting Resources, ( -102) 398--0062. with any question5 
you may have on this matter 

.::rs/. 
~~~~ 

Ha,old Brown · 
M11J1ager 



LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
o•· WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

RECEIVED 

OEC. , 1 1997 
I H DAKOTA. PUBLIC 
, • '!ES COMMISSION 

111c Western rclcphone Company subm1L~ this phm pur.;uant to 47 CFR § 54.401(d) 
Western Tdcphnnc Comp3ny has b«n dc~1snatc<l as on clti;iblc tclccommumcotions currier by 
llu:. Sout.h Uako1a Public U11li11cs Commission ("SDl 11Jc~-, and. ns such. mu.~• make Lifeline nnd 
Lin< Up scrv,cc n,'llil:iblc to qualifying low-income cn~umcrs as set forth in the Commission·s 
Finni Order :111d f>c:ci~ion: Notice of limry of Occ1s1on dated No,cmbcr 18. 1997. issued in 
Docket TC97-150 On liw Mr111cr oft/1c.- lQ\cstigu112n into the Lifdinc; nod Link Un Programs}. 
which i~ n11achcd as l:xhibit A. and consistent with the criteria estnblishcd under 47 CFR §§ 
S4 400 to 5J 41 7, inclu.sh-e. 

A. Gcn('ral 

I . Ilic l.ifdinc :md I.in~ Up program:. :mJSt qualilfoJ low-income consumers by 
prt1v1ding for reduced montl1I} charges arid reduced connccmm charges for local 
tdcphonc service l11e assistance apphc, IO u smgle telephone line u1 a qualifa·d 
consumer's pn11c1pnl pince uf ~sidcncc. 

2 A qualified low-income consumer is a lelephone subs< ·1ber who participates 
in at least one of the following public assistance programs 

a Medicaid 
b Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Secunty Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Public Housing Assistance 
e Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program tLHEAP) 

3 A quahfied lov. ..-.come consumer 1s. eligible to receive either or both Ltfeltne 
and Link Up ass,slance 

4 Western Telephone Company will advertise the avatlablhty o f Llfehne and Link 
Up services and the charges therefore i sing media of general d1s111but1on and in 
accord w1th any rules lhat may be developed by the SDPUC for application to 
ehg1ble telecommu111cat1ons ca111ers 

5 In add1t1on. Western Telephone Company, as required by 1he Final Order and 
Decision. Notice or En1ry of Decision or the SDPUC (Exh,b,t A) . w all 1nd1cate In It's 
annual report 10 the SOPUC the number of subscribers w1thm u's service area 
1eceiving Lifeline and/or Link Up assistance In addition. th is 1nlormation will be 
provided ti) the Unrversal Serv,ce Admln1slratrve Company ("USAC 1. 

6 lnforrnatton as lo the number of consumers qualofy,ng for Lifeline and/or Link 
Up assistance canno1 currenlly be provided by Western Telephone Company 



because it has no access to the governmen1 mforma11on necessary 10 determine 
how many o f its telephone subscnbers are particrpatlng an the above referenced 
public assistance programs. Without 1h1s mformat,on, Wes1ern Telephone 
Company cannot provide, at this hme, even a reasonable estimate of the number 
of its subscribers who. after January 1, 1998, v11II be receiving L1fe1tne andfor 
Link Up service lnformatJon as to the number of its low,mcome subscribers 
quahfy1ng for Llfehne andfor Link Up c:an be provided aher apphcations for 
Lifeline and Link Up assistance have been recerved by Western Telephone 
Company 

7 In accord with the SOPUC's Final Order and Decision, Notice o f Entry of 
Decision. Western Telephone Company w ill make apphcation forms available to 
all o f its existing res,denual customers. to all new customers when they apply for 
residential local telephone service, and to o ther persons or entities upon their 
request 

U. l.lftlln r 

1., ~dint' ~rv1cc mean~ .i retail IIX"al wn 1Lc ultm111,t for ,,Inch qu.ihficJ lo\\ -income 
consumers r.1y reduced cha11;ei. 

:: I 1lchm: wn 1cc 1m:l11dc, , 111cc gr.iJc .,,cc,._ to the public ~wnchcd ncl\\11rk. local 
u~.ii;c. ,hml tone rnutti -frcqu,·ncy s1gnahn1? nr 11.., tuncuonul cqu,v~lcnt, single-party 
service or 11s functional c4111\ akm. a,cc" 1u emergency M:rv1ccs, :i.:l -~, to opcmtor 
scrHccs. a~cc:ss to mtcrexclmnge SCJVICI.'. acc..-,~ ;o dm:ctory D,\<1st.111ce. and toll 
timnauon 

3 C)uahlicd low-mcornc ,uhscnhcrs nrc re,t1111cd h> ,ut,mu an applu."olmn fum1 m order 
10 11:cciw Li feline Scl\·1cc. In appl)ing for l 1li:l11ic assistance. the suh<;.:rihcr must certify 
under pen:1hy nf JlCIJUr)' thm they nn: curr.:nll) p.:u11t1p:111ng m at kJ~l onc of the 
qualifymg public 11.\SlSt.'lllrc prni;r.un) l1>1ed in S1:cuon 1\.2, ahu,r In .iddnion. 1hc 
subscnhcr mu, t agree tu nnUf} Wc,tcm lckphunc C\1mpany "hen 1hcy cease 
pametpa1111g in the quahfymg public: ~1s1.111cc progr.im(s). 

4 I he: u.11111 monthly l.11chnc m:di1 .iv.i1l.1blt: 10 quJhfii.'ll const.•mc~ 1> SS 25 \\'c:stcm 
Telephone Company ~hull pro\ldc the crc'!ltt tu qualilio.-'<l consume~ by oppl)ing the 
kdcml ha:.cli 11c supp41rt amount 1•f S3.50 111 ,,.,11\c tile c1)n.~unwr', fcdcrut l·nd·lJ!>Cr 
Common I.inc charge and uppl) ins thc mld1t1unJI .iu1hon,c:d fcdcrnl support amo11n1 of 
SI 75 :i, u crcdu 10 the ccn1•mmcr·~ 111tra,1.itc t1ic.1l !><:rvm.~ rote. I ht' fcdcr:11 baseline 
,upport .11111111111 nm.I Jdd1t1on:1I ,uppon :l\',11!:uhk. to1.1hng SS l5. shnll r.'llucc Western 
I dcphonc Company'~ lo,~cst 1an1Tcd (or u1hcrw1\c: 11cncr1lly a\1(1ilublc) re:,idcnu:it rate 
lur the ..cr, ice, lis1cu .1how 111 Sc.:lhorl B 1 l\:1 1hc un~ched SDl'UC Fin.ii OrJcr and 
lkch,nn: Nu11cc ,,1 l ·nll) nf l h.,1\1011, 1hc Slll'l 'C h:l, outhon1cd intrastutc m1c 
rcdue11,11L, tor d1iiblc tdL"\.mnmumcJUnn~ c:11n~rs u111~rng tltc addi111Jn11J kdernl support 



amoum of SI . 1S iwailobk TI1t SDl'UC did not cstabli. h n state Lifeline program to fund 
any funhcr rate reductions. (Exhibit A. Findings of Fact VII and VIII: :ind Conclusions 
of Law II nnd Ill ). 

S Western Tdcphonc Comp.1ny will not dixonnect su~ ribcrs from their Lifeline 
~.:rvicc for non-payment of toll chllrgcs unless the SDPUC. pursuMt to 4 7 CFR § 
54.40 I (b)( I), h.'IS granted the cumpany a wai .. cr frorn thc non-diKonncct n.,qui1tmcnt. 

6. Except to the extent that Western Telephone Company has obtained a waiver 
from the SDPUC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.101(c). the company shall offer toll 
limitation to all qualifying tow-Income consumers when they sv!m:nbe 10 Lifefine 
service. If the subscriber elects to ,eceive toll !Imitation. that service shall 
become part of that subscnber's Ufehne service. 

7. Western Telephone Company will not collect a service depos,t In order to 
initia te Lifeline service 1f the qualifying1 low-income consl ner voluntarily elects 
toll blocking on their telephone hne. However. one month'~ local service charges 
may be required as an advance payment. 

C. fl.ink Up 

1 Link Up means 

(a) A r,-ducu on in the custo rnal') chnrgc for curnmc:ncmg tdc,:ommunications 
)c rvic..- for s rngk tckcon11nmrn:.-111un~ conncc11on a t a cotbumcr's rrincip:il 
place of rcs;dcncc The rcJucuort~ ,;,hall be 50 percent of the c.-ustornury charge o: 
SJO /JO, whichc, er ts k ss, .uul 

(b) A deferred schedule /or payment of the charges assessed for 
commencing service, lor which the consumer does not pay interest The 
interest charges not assessed to the consumer shall be for connection 
cha,ges of up to S200 00 that are deferred to a period not 10 exceed one 
year 

2. Ch,1rgc~ a.~W)-\<d lu r cnmntcnc111i; , ,·:- 1tc 111cluJ,· .m ,h.iri;c~ tl1.1l ;in: cUSlornuril> 
~><:~d f,1r i:unn~tting subscribers lu the n,:h,orl.. l llc:,c d1.1ri;es do 1101 include uny 
pcrm,:,sibh: ,ccunty lfcr•Mt 1<'lju1rcmcn1~ 

3 The Link Up program shall allow a consumer to rece,ve the benelit or the Link 
Up program for a second or subsequent tirne only for a pnncipal place of 
residence with an address drfferent from the residence addresi:. at which the Link 
Up assistance was provided previously 



Wcst~-m Telephone Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Faulkton, SO 57438.01 28 
(605) 598-6217 

•i~ Position 
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EXJHBIT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK. UP I 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DEQSION 

TC97-1SO 

fl;oo1 

AJ tts August 18, 1997. regulSf1y scheduled meetng. Che Plbfic Utilities Commiuion 
( Commission) voted to open a cloc:ket c:oneeming tho federal Communicatiom 
Comml$Slon's (FCC's) Repon and Order on Universal Setvl~ ftVCding tho Lifeline and 
Link Up proora,r,s. In Its Report and Ordor, the FCC dodded that It would p,ovide for 
edditional federal support in the snount ol s1 . 75, abovo the a.rrent $3.50 lovel Howovor. 
un order for a stato's Ufcline c:onsw,ers to r8C81VO the additional $1.75 in federal support, 
tho stato CX>ITYrission must approvo that reduction in the portion of the in1rastate rate r:iaJd 
by tho end user. 47 C F.R. § 54.403(a). Addltlonal fC<*al support may also be recalved 
in an amount equal to one half of any support generated from tho intrastate jlxisd'rction, 
up to a maxlml.rn of S7.00 in fodoml support. 47 C.F.R. § S4..403(a). A state commlsaion 
must file °' rec;uire the carrier to file infonnallon with the administrator of the federal 
universal sorvlco fund demon.straling that tho carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 CF R. § 54.401 

By oroer dated August 26, 1997, tho Comrmssion allow( I interested pOtsons and 
entJrios to submit writton amments eo11Ceming how the Comrrus,on should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Ufohne and Link Up programs. In their written comments. Interested 
person s and entities commented or, tho following questions· 

1 W hether tho Comrmsslon should approvo Intrastate rat.e reductions to allow 
COl'1SlJmefS ehgiblo for Lifeline support to rccetve the ad<frtional $1 .75 1n federal support? 

2. Whether tho Commission should set up a state Llfelino Program to 1\Jnd further 
re<tucttons In tho Intra,. ate rato paid by the end user? 

3. Whother lhe Commiss,on should modify the existing I lfel1ne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Comm1ss1ori lilo or l'Jql!Jire tho earner to lilo 1nronna1ion with the 
admin,sllat°' of tho fedora! universal sorvicc fund demonstrating that the c.amer's Lifeline 
plan meet.s the criteria sei forth ,n 47 CF P § 54.40 1(d)7 

By 0<der dated OdObef 16, 1997. tho Comm1ss1on sot pvbhc hearings to rcco,ve 
publ,c comment on the quostion:. tisred above lllC hearings wore held at tl'lO follow,ng 
11mes and places 

RAPID CITY Monday, Octobef "JI. 1997. 1 00 p m Canyon Lake Sonier Cih.,ens 
Contor. 2900 Canyon Loko Onve, Rao,d c,ry. SO 



PIERRE. 

SJOUX FALLS 
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Tuesday, Odober 28, 1997, 1:30 p .m.. State Cap1101 Bul lding, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre. SO 

Weanesday, Odober 29. 1997, 9.00 am .• Center tor Actlve 
Generations, 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls SD 

At its November 7, 1997, meeting, the Comm1ss1on nited as follows; On the first 
issue. the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to a llow eligible consumers 
to receive the additional $1.75 In federal support With rospect to the second issue, the 
Commiss,on ded ded to not SCI up a state Lifehntl program to flrld further reductions at ltiis 
time On the third issue. the Commission ellmlnated the Glcisting TAP program that 
reciuires U S WEST and carriers that have p:vrchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
SJ.SO reduction or local l"ll!c.s to low income rustometS age 60 and over. The Commission 
furthef ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission ordered that staff, 1n consultation. with ltie carriers. develop a standard foon 
for self-o,rt ficabon: that these fonns be sent io all of their a.istomers prior to January 1, 
1998. and thereafter, to all new OJstomers: and Iha.I the carriers make the forms available 
10 any person or entity upon requesL On the fourtt, 1ssuo, the Commission ruled that the 
carrior be reciulrod to file wi1h tho FCC the informatJoo demo.lSllating that the carrier's plan 
mc,ets the applicable FCC criteria and that the catrler send an infonnatlonaJ copy to the 
Comm1ss,on. Further, that the earners Include 1n their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the writ1en comments and evidence and testimony re<:oivcd at tho 
hearings, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Tho o.irrent :s1ate I ifeltne program 1s reren ed to as tho T<"tephonc Ass1stanoe Plan 
(1 AP). Tho amcnt state lJnk Up program 1s rerooed to as tho l.mk Up Amenca program. 
The Comm1ss,on ,mp lomcnted these programs: 1n the U S WES r exchanges pursuant to 
,rs Decis,on and Orde< dated February 17, 1988, issued lo Dockal F-J703, ~ 
of !ho Joves,19a~oo into !fTIClk!mM1a1ion of st If;leohQne Ass1~~ Plan 10£ SQY1h Dakota 
Cus1omers Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subseq..ient buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
requ,red to also offer the TAP alld link Up America programs L.d. at pages 1-2. 

II 

Tt1c amount of TAP assistnnco is $/ 00. $ 3 SO of which ,s fedorauy funded, with lhe 
rema1n,ng S3 50 funded by Ille local telecommun,cahons earner l.!l at pago 3 Although 
US WEST was originally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. US WEST 
c;ubsequentfy gave up that right in Docket F 364/-8, In tho Maner !2U!l_Q.&i.12lic; Ullh!J~s 
<&.rom,ss,011 •aves1,gaJ19n ,mo lhe EffJxcls oJ Jtto J 986 Jax HefQID) 11g oa SQsJth Dakota 
U.l!!!!'!e§ txhibit 5 In order to receive the TAP ;iss1stanc:c. a ~mber or the household 

2 
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must be 60 years ol 119<> Of older and parodpatc "' either the food stamp o< the low-income 
energy assistnnce program Exhibit 1 al page 2. 

Ill 

The Link Up America progam provides assistance Ill on amount equal to on&-half 
of the qualifying subscribet's telephone saMce comedion charges up to a mmamum o f 
S.30.00. 1d at pa~o 3. In o,der to receiv,e Link Up assistance. a custom« must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-itlCXlme energy assistance, must not presently havtt 
local lelcpt,one sotVice and must not have been providod 1.elephono serviQO ilt his or her 
residoneo within the prevlOU$ throe months, and tnJSt not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dopendoncy a1terla does not opply to tho e 60 years of age 0< 

older). ti!, Tho Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal 1.Jnds. Isl. 

rv 

The FCC revised tho current Ufeline and Lmk Up programs In CC Dod<ot No 96-
45, Jo tho Matt« of FedemJ-Stata Jojrt Boan:l QQ Unjyersal Seooco adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning Janua,y 1, 1998. lhe FCC found that the fedonll basellno Lifeline support will 
be S3.50 per qualifying low-income ainsumer with an additional $1.75 1n fede-al support 
1f the state commission D"'?<Oves o corresponding reduction in int.rastato local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § S4.403(a). Additional l9dor!!! Lifell~ support In an amount equal to one-half U'lc 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to oxceed $7 00) is also availal)le. Id, 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support IOI Link Up will c:ootinue re be a 
rodudion in the tclecommurucations camel's ~ coc, MX:tton charges equal to ono half 
o f the corric(s cu~omer connoction charge or $30.00. whichever ,s IO$S. 47 C.F.R § 
54.,113(b ) 

VI 

Pursvant to the F-CC's niles. if thele 1s no stato Lifohne or Link Up program. a 
consume< 1s ehgible for support If the cons,.Jmc< participates 1n one of tho following 
programs Medicaid, food s~s; Supplemental Seoxity Income: federal public housing 
assistance: or the La.v Income t tomo Energy Assistana> Program 47 c .r.R. §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54.41 S(b) In addition. 1f there 1s no state Llfellno Of l.lnk Up program. a o.istomer 
must c.ertffy uider ponalty of perJUry that tho WSlome< is rec.e1V1ng benofits from one of the 
programs hstcd above and agrees to notify the c:amor 1f the customer co:iscs to part,ooato 
in such program or programs W 

VII 

The fir st 1ssuo 1!l whether the <:omnus,on should awove intrastate rare redvct10ns 
10 allow consumers ehgtblR for l 1fchno suppon to reco,vo rno add11tona1 s 1 75 in foderal 

l 
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support 1ne Commission finds that II shall au1horize intrastate rate rodudtOOS for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the ad<frtional $1 .75 in led8f8l support. Thus, tho total omount of 
federal suppon Is $5 25 per eligible OJStomer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the ConmiUIC>n should set up a stme Llfetlno progc am 
to fund furthor roouctions in tho intr11stat11 rate paid by the end US8(. 1118 Commissmn 
finds 1t will not set up a state Llfollno program to fund further reduction$ at !his timo 

IX 

Tho thud Issue is Whether to moclrfy 0< ehm1nate tho ex.isting l.sfehne program or 
I.Jnk Up progam. Writ\ rospcct to tho existing Lifeline program, tho Convn1ssion finds that 
rt shall ebminato tho 11:Xistlng TAP Pf'OIJCllll that rcqu1ros U S WEST and earners that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.SO roduction of local rates to IOw lnc:ome 
O.JStOmetS ace 60 and OYer The Commission turthor finds that tho Soult, OakDta Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54 4 17 
Tho effect of following tho FCC rules and not lnstmAJng fuf1her state? funded re?ductions 1s 
that the FCC olig1blllty roquiremeflts and setf-c.ertifieabon requirements will apply to tho 
Sou1h Oakottl Lifelne and Link Up programs In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission slaff. In consultation with tho carriers. develop a sts,dard form for self· 
cet1ificat1on The aimers shall send those ro,ms to each cuttomer prior to January 1. 
1998 l ho earners shall also sond a form to each of their now CU$lOITIQf"s Finally, the 
earners shall make the forms available to any person Of entity upon request 

X 

The IOLWUl issue 1s whC?thcr th8 Comrrussion should file. 0< .m the al1ernat1ve. require 
tnc canior to file intoonatJon with the tund administrator ~ 47 C.F R. § 54.401{d) Tho 
Cormussion finds thO carriors shall bo required to file that information demonstralJng that 
the earners plan moots tne applicablo FCC rules and that the carr,..r send on informational 
copy to the Convn1ss1on The camors shall also bo roquired to in:ludo m their aMual 
report to tho Conumssion the number o1 subscnbofs who receive l.Jfeline and Link Up 
support. 

CONCI USIONS 0~ LAW 

The? ConvnisSIOrl has µ,sdicuon over tM; matter pursuant to SDCL Chaµlc1 49 31, 
~calty 49 .31 · 1 1, 49-31 ·3. 49 31 7. 49-31-7 1, 49 31-11, 49-31 -12 1 ,:9 31 : 2 2 and 
12 '1 dnd 4 7 C F R §§ 5'I ,:OQ to 5'1417 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C F R. § S4.403(a ). the Comm1ss100 authonzcs intraslate rate 
reductions for ehg1ble telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to roceive thC add1tlonal S1 75 In federal supp<>ft. 

Ill 

Tho Commission declines to cnstJtute a state Llfel1no program to rund furtll1er 
rcdUC11ons at trus time. 1llc IIJUsting Sctl1h Dakota Lifeline and I.Jnk Up programs shall be 
modified to follow tne FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C §§ S4.400 to 54 417, 1ndusive. on 
Jaruary 1, 1998 l he CMVn1sslon staff. in c:onsultabon with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard focm tor self<Ortrficatlon The carriers shall send those forms to each OJStomor 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriors shall also send a form •o each of lheir new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available tc. any oorsoo or entity 
upon request.. 

IV 

Pursuanl to 4 7 C.F.R § 54.401(d), tho Commission finds tho came,s shall be 
rcqo.Jtred lo file that Information demonstrating that tho camel's plan meets the applicable 
rec rules and that the cnmer send an tnfon'nallonal OOfJY co lho Commission Tho ean,ers 
shall also be required to include in theu annual ropon to tho Commi3Slon the number or 
subsctibers who receive Lu1hno and Link Up support 

1t 1s lhci'efore 

ORDERED, that U1e Comm,sslOll avt.hom.os intrastate rate rGduaions for eh91ble 
telecommumcations companies pro111d1ngi local cxchanoo service to allow ehg1bl o 
consumers 10 rocc111e the addrtional $1 75 in federal support. .:ind 11 is 

FURTHFR ORDERED. that the Coom1ss1on will not set up o slate Llrelina program 
10 fund flJrther reductions at this limo: and rt 1s 

FURTI ILR ORDERED, triat the Cocl',mss1on shall ohm1nato tl'lo e,usting f AP 
?(OQ(am. that ine South D.:ikota Lifeline and Link Up progiams follow the FCC rules. that 
the Comm1SS1on stall. 1n consuhallon with the carriers, develop ;i standind form for self 
c.crttflcalton. that the carriers shall send those rorms to all of the1t customers pr,or to 
J3nuafY 1, 1998. that the ca1ri8'S shall also send a fonn to o.>ch ol theor new customers 
and that tho carriers make tho lonns available 10 ,iny person or enllty upcn rcquast. am 
II IS 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that tho tamOI" shall file with the FCC the informatlOl'I 
demonstrating that tho carrier's plan meetJS the lllpplicable FCC rules and that the camer 
send an informatJonar c:opy to the Commission. The carrlonl shall also include in their 
atn.Jal report to tho Conwnission the numbet of subsaibefs who receive Llfeline and link 
Up support. 

Dated at Prerre, South Dakota. this ll'dday of Novembor, 1997. 

6 




