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DOCl<ET 
NUMBER 

TC97-076 

TC97-091 

TC97-103 

TC97-10' 

TITLE/STAFF /SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appl,calion by Journey Tel'ecom 1n1erna110Ml, Inc tor a Cel1lficate or Authollly to OJH>rate as a 1tfe<:ommunoeat10ns comp$ny 
Within the ~ia_t~ of South Dakota l$_tlllf TSIT.-

A:,plicnbon by Calls 101 Lass. Inc dJbla en. for a Cor11~1e of A1tthorlly to operate as a telecommunlcaaons company Within 
the state of South Dakota (Sta If TS/TZ) Applicant seeks aulhonty to originate and torminete "lntranate intra LA TA ano 
interlATA celts ot business and 1esodenbal customers to operate as a T,aveJ and Debit (P1epad c,hng) Card 1esellor and 
lo prOVlde COCOTICOPT sel\ic•: 

AJ>l,,.'cation by Crystnl CommuniC_atlons , Inc for a Ce1u1\ca1e ol Authollly lo operate as a 1eleeommunicaoon1 company wniun 
lhe su,•e of Solllh Dal(ola (Slalf TSfrZ) Applicant soeks authonty 10 suovlde local telocommunleoliOns seMCl!S and 
nterexcha.1!)11 lalllCOfflmunicat1ons -es The Apolk:ani WIii nol offer any local telecommunlceoons senllees Wllhln a Rurisl 
Telephone Co,:-~_service area Without s41_eki•.g separate Comm'5St(l_n au!homy. 

Appllca~ Dy 01.Wlt,'lco, Inc for a Celbbto ol /l.u#loory to Ol)Oflte ilS a ltlocommurncabons company v.ilhln the state ol Soulh 
Dako1a (Stalf T!>ITZ) Appl,can1 ·rn1e11CU to subsenbe to and resett oil forms ol lnter-erchange and 111t1t~«hange 
telocommunlca:ions se1·JOCOS ln O,e Slate of !'.Mil Dakota. f>dudr!g localdlal lone HMCes, Mauage Teloplnone SeMCe Wde 
/voa To!ephona Sotvlc;e, WATS-like </!IV..:es. toie,gn erchange serw:e. privale lines, !Mi line.s access serw:e. cellular seMCe. 
local sW!l~ed _!etv1ce and olher sorw:os and faafilHls of commurncaoons common carne~ ~nd otho en biles· 

,lEQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELE1COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

DATE 
FILE.D 

06/13197 

06/17197 

06119197 

06/19197 

lntr.lSlale Telephone Company, Inc l)U!SUDnl to '7 USC 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby see~s dnslgnauon as an eligible 
telecommunications carnet .,.,1lhtn the local erehange areas that eonslllute !IS 1cMCe area "' South Oakola 1nuast1te 
Telephone Company IS tl'le laalrlles-based local eichange earlier p,esonuy p,o.\dlng local ttt change lalocommunlcetions 

TC97-077 I -In llwt lolio,,,og exc.naogos in SOU1ll Oaltoto Bradley(784). ~ (793), Clat1t (532), Florence (7S8), Hayn (783), I 06/13/97 
Lake No1den (78S), WauC>ay (9' 7). Webster (3' 5), V>,\llow Ltke (625) and Bryant (628) lnU1stau1 Telephone Comp.iny. to 
tis lcnowledga, " tho only came, lodlly p,CMCl.ng loc1I o,cha1111e tolecommurwcabona HMCes In lhe above lden~lied all'Chango 
areas (Slalf HBll<C' 
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INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07/07197 

07/07197 

0711)7~· 

07/07197 

0 1/07197 



lnlertillle TclocXlmmunicaDOns Coopera!Ne, Inc pursuant to C7 USC 21'(e) Ind C7 CFR S.t 201 li1u6by seeu des,gnabon 
as an eUglble l1lecommunlcab0ns Qllrier Within the local aorchange areas 11111 t:0nslr1U10 it$ HMCe area In South OakoUI 
lntol'ilalo Telocommunlcaliont Cooperative Is the facllltles-t>uod local a.change carroor p,nenUy proVldJng toeal e, chango 

TC97.0711 t1lecommunlcalions HMCH on Ille followlng exchanges in South Dakota Goodwin (795) Cl.a, La~t (1174) Gary (272). 06'13197 07/07197 
E$lell,r,e (813), Brandl (878), Aslooa (832), Toronto (7~ ). We~ Hendricu (479) Elkton (S42) , White (829), Broolungs Rural 
(893), Sinai (112e), Nunda/RU1J1nd (SM), W tntwonh (4113) and Chesler (489) Interstate Telet:0mmunic.abonS CooperaM 
to !IS knowtedge ,s the only carrier loday p,ov,d,ng local e , chango l11let:0mmunica1>ons seMQes ,n the above odentrtied 
e«chn=e areas fStnlf HBIKCI 

WHIR,,..., Coope,awe Telephone Company pursuant to 47 USC 2 14(1) and '7 CFR S4 201 nereDy •eei.s dHlQnauon u 
. n ._.1etecommun1Cal>Ont came, wrtlwl Ille IOQI e:<tllll"lJ• areas 1h11 conSUMe t!S sennce area rn Soul/I On ota W~SI 

TC!l7-0e0 
RMtt Telephone IS tne faoi<tles.bned local • • change came, Pfetantly p,ov,d,ng local e<change telecommunor:abonS UMCes 
r1 tne l*-10 •~es 8'sotl (2« ). Buffalo (375), CampCr oolc (60$.797) and (406,1172) Meac!Ow (7811) and Sorum (866 

06rt61J7 01101.--1 

Well RMtr T olephone. to cs knowledge. is ow 0<1ly c.1rrfllr today p,ov,c!lng local o, chengu 1etecommuntcaoo11s sol\'lees ,n Ille 
abo\<e ldentrfled exchan<1e 1,11, (Stall HBll<C) 

Sllllellr>e TelecommunrcallOnS Inc punuant to 47 USC 21 4(t ) and 47 CFR 54 201 r-eret,y seeu do1111nat,on as an ehg,ble 
ttlecommunicabOnS earner Wlllwl the local e,change areas 111a1 COMIJIU1e 115 MMCe aru on South Oa~ota Sta!elrne IS the 

TC97-0S1 racih~ .. ·bH9d local eachange earner presently PfOYICl"'II local eichange telecommunowbOns s&MCes on I/le lollOWlllg 06116'97 07(()7197 
e1changH Nuwoff (456), N,sland (257) ond Lemmon (605-374) ond (701 ,378) Sta!ollllv, 10 ,ts knowltlldgo rs the only earner 
!Oday -- local erchaMe telt-commun1t:nb0ns serw:es on the abo\<o ldenbfted ,rrchanne area, !Stan Hatl(c·, 

Accent Communocabons Inc; pur1iuan1 to 47 U SC 21 4(t ) and 47 CFR S4 201 heielly He.s de,wgnabOn 1u an et,g.bfe 
talecommunocebOns earner Wllllln the local etehange ereu thal conslllute u St'MCI 11n Accent rs Ille laoblles baHO 

l C97.083 orchange carrier pinently p,OVld,ng local e•change 1, 1ecommuNCatJOns HMCH m the lollow,ng n, changes Br.,101 (492) 0611'197 07(()7197 
Doland (835). Fredorlel< (329), Hoelo (994) Norlh Hecla (701-992) and Mt llene (887) Acee~!. to'"' knowllldQu. ~ the onlv 
earner 1.odltY DtOWllllO local ,,.channe telew mmunor:ab0n1 seMCH ,n I/le above tdenbfled e, cha""e a,eas •S11tlf HBICHI 

James Va~...., Cooc>era :rve Telephone Company purs..ant to 47 USC 214(e1 and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby see~s dnrgnabQn 
H an elig,ble telecommunoc:. IIOns earner Wlllwl !he toat e, change areas that cons111111e 4s seMCe ••ea ,n Soutn 0 1101a 
J ames Valley CooperutMt Twlaphono Company rs t11a l1~~..,s-based e, cha1190 ,:_arr,er p,asenlly ll'~'"O loclll ei,haog1· 

TC97.oa, wlecommun1et•110nt SbMeH Ill Ille lollOWing u•t hang" In South Oa\01a All<lov•r (2115) Claremont (294) Columbla ( lfi6) 06 1 • g• 07,07,97 
Conda {382) Fernay (l!IS) GrolDn (397) Hougl!IDn (885) ancJ T1l11on (497) Jam6S Valley Coopera!Ne Ttl•s,none Coml)lln\ 
to cs knowledge rs tna only c.irr ... , toda~ P,OYICIJng loot u chang~ telecommunieabOM stll/K~ '" lilt at,o; e llltnbt td 
e,chl ""O areas IS!:atl HBCHl 

Ho111land Communor:a110n1 Inc purJuant ,., 47 USC 21 4(i,) 311<1 47 CFR 54 201 herot,y , eel>.s de:wgnaQon H ijO thg,ble 
telecommunlcollons earner Wllhin the local e, change QreH 1h11 con,111u1e IIS SOIi/Kt area 1n South Oa~ota Hcunlond 

TC97.085 CQINTllltlral- 61116 1..-00-.e<t loc.tl e•CllilnO• camef p,,e11enUy p,owl,og local e, chango iotecorrunur,,c• t.on, ,11rw@\ ()61·97 o; .. 0;91 
#I Ille lollcr,w,g erch~r,ges w, South Oako!lt Pt.lne 'Geddt!I (337) Heartland Commu111Cat.ons 10 u 1no..,N19e IS Ult' tnly 
l'ilrnP< •-= nrowl- ~ al ~,rha-e tl'IMommu~bOn, ,;oM(:, , w, IM o""'-!! ldl'n~I\Nt ,,.cna-.. ar~~• rS1an HR CH, 
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Midstate Telephone Company, Inc p,,rsuonl to <47 U.S.C, 214(e) and 47 CFR 5".201 horeby seek$ deslgl\allon as an ellglble 
telecommunlcalio carrior....,.., the local exchange areas lhal ~ cs MMC:e area III Soulh Dakota Mldstato Tolephone 
Company is the la~ local erchange carrior l)ftsenlly p1CM:11ng local exc/lange telteommunicat:lons se!Vlcn In Ille 

TC97-0Be rc>Uowtng excharioes In South Da,ota Academy (726), Delmont (779), FL ThompsOJ? (245), Gann Valley (293), Ksmball (778), 06/17/97 07/07197 
New Holland (2<43), Pukwana (894), Socknoy (732) and WMe Lake (249) . Mldsuite Telophone Company, 10 its knowl~e. 
IS the only carrier lOday proy,ding local nchange 10Jecommunic:alion1 soMCeS In lho above idenbllod exchnnlJO a1e1t.1 (Staff 
HB/CM'I 

Baltic T.iJoc:om Cooperallvo po1110an1 to 47 U S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 hereby seoka dn,g1111!X>n as an ol.iible 
telea>mmurilcallons c:allll!! v.tl1ln lhe local e.111:henge areas thal COBslllute itS s.rw:. run Batbe TeJec:orl\ Cooperawe II the 

TC87-oe7 facilities-based local e.rch3"1JO c~mer presently prCMdlng local Hchange rolecommul'liClllJons serkes In the lollow,og 06/17197 07/07/97 
o:tehanges. Baltic (529) am! Crook$ (5"3) Bal1JC Telecom Cooperative, lo its knowledge. I$ Iha only car~, 1oday p<ollldong 
local en:hanne telecommunlc.llJons urvlces In Ille aboYe idenbfied eachanne areas /Stall: HBIKCI 

Easl Plains Toler:cm, Inc. pur.want to 47 U.S.C 214(0) and C7 CFR 5".201 hereby 1eekf de11gna1Jon as an eligible 
retecommur\lc:alions aimer W11hln the local exchange areas that constitute its seMce area fas! Piains Teleoom, Inc, ls Ille 

TC97-oee lacll1Ue$·based local exchange carne1 presonUy pro-,,ldlng local erehange telecommunlcalions .SOl'I/ICn In Ille toUowmg 06/17/97 07/07197 
etthanges· Aleesler (93"), Hudsoo (98'), and E4SI Hudson {71Z·$$?). EHi P1!1lns Telecom, Inc , 10 ns kno-wiedgo, IS lhe only 
earner todav Dtollid<no local exchenoe telecommunicalions sel'I/IC4!S on 111e ubove lden~lled exdlanne areas. 1Stafl HBIKCI 

Western Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U S.C 21"(•) and 47 CFR 5".201 hereby see.u deslgnat>on as an el,giblo 
telecorNTiuricaions c:anlef wil*I !he local ur:hange areas !hat conSUCUto its &eMCe area In Soul/1 Dakota Weste.,n Telephone 

TC97-089 IS the taciilies-based local axehange carrier presenUy l)(O'llding local exchange tetecommuniealions HMCtt in the following 06./17197 07/07197 
eichanges Cresbard (32<4). Faulkton (598) and Orient (392). W~ern Telephone, to ill knowledlJe, iS the only earner today 
o,ovidinn local exehaooe telecommunlc:ations services In lho above iden~llod excha""e areas /Staff: HBh<CI 

SlOdcrn>lm-Strandbull) Telephone Company pursuanl to 47 U.S.C 214(0) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designa!iGn os 
an eUg,ble lolecommunic:ations carrier "1thln the local exchange areas 11\al consll!Ule tis seMCe ar..a In South Dakota 

TC97-090 S10Ckholm IS the r•~ local exdlange canler presently prO'Vldit>g local erchenge telecommun,culklns SOMUS In Ille 
06/17/97 07/07W following erchangos in Soulh Oakola Stockholm-Strandburg (676, Rewlo (623) and South Shore (756) Stockholm, 10 its 

knowledlJo, ,s Ille only earlier today prowtmg local eichange lelecommunlcooons sor\'kes ,n lho above ldenllfroo erchango 
areas !Staff HBIKC) 

Kennebec Telephone Co J)llrsua111 10 47 USC. 214(e) and 47 CFR ~ 201 lltrtby iooks designabon as an ol/o•ble 
1olec,ommunlcauons carrlt!·r wMln 1ho local exchange areas lhal c:onslllute its seMCe area In Souu, Dakola Kennet>ec 

TC97-092 TelelJl!one Co. is the lacilmes-baled local er<'hange earner preaon!Jy providing local eJC.i ange 1elecornmunlca1JOns seMCes 06/18197 07/07/97 
In the lollowvllJ tm:hnngos· Kennoouc (&69) and Presho (895) Kennetboc Telephone Co .. 10 hs knowledge. is tho only came, 
rodav p,<Mdino loc:al excha""e tolocommunlca11ons services In 1h111 above lden6fiod orcha""e areas !Stan HBJCH) 

Jefferson Toltp/lone Co , Inc pursuanl 10 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks desigMt>on es an eltglble 
1etecommunlcations earner WIII\U1 lho local erchange areas that conslilute its seMCe area ,n South Oako10 Jefferson 

TC97-093 Telephone Co , Inc. Is the 1·acifrtiM-based focal axchange earner presenlly pro'lld,ng local exchange lelecommuNCabol\S 0611MH 0•7/07197 
sorw:es In tllO fOOO'oW11J 8l'Change. Jellerson (966). Jelfemn Telephone Co . Inc.. lo ils knowledge, ls the, only cerner lodav 
ortMct,..,, local flehanne 1etec:ommurocall<!ns sorvices In the above lden~fled e!<ehanne area< tS1an HS/CHI 
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Sully Buttes Telepllooe Coope1atrve, Inc pursuantto 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 he1eby Mtel<S des,gnallon II an 
elgi,le telecommunca!JOns airner Wlt/w1 the locale.change areas that consbtule rts MtMCe area Sully 8 utt6 Telephone IS 

the tac,llt1H-based local erc.t,ange carnet p,esonlly p,OVlding local erchange 1th1commun,c;a11ons SOMCH on the tolloww,g 
TC97,094 oxehangos WOSI Or.la (264), Hrlchcoclt (266). Soneca (436), Tolstoy (442). On1k1 (447), WeUlngton (45-8), Langford (493) 06119197 07/07197 

Rosholt (S37), Tut.1e (598). H(lhmooe (852), Harrold (875). Ree Hc,ghts (943). Hoven (948) Blunt (9e2) ar>d East Onida (973) 
Sully 8utlll$ Telephone, to a~· as the only airner today p,O'lld,ng local H chango telecomrnun,cauons seMCes on lhe 
al>Ove ldenDfitd n chanQe areas (Start HBICHI 

Ven1u1e CommunocatlOns Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks de!olgnlltlOn u an ehg,llfe 
lelecommun1eat10ns c111101 "11/l111 u,e local o.change areas that conslltute its scMCe are.i Ven11,re CommunocatK>n, IS th!' 
taeol,uos-based local exchange earner p,e.1oenUy p,ovodlng local ei chango telecommun,catJon~ scMCctS in Ille lollOWlllll 

TC97-09S er changes Onida (258), Bowdle (285) . Roscoe (287) . P,erpont (325) Brillon {44 8) Brmon NO (70 f .. U 3) Roslyn (486) oe•t 9W 07,07197 
Wass,ogton Spmgs (539) Selby (649). Gtll'flburg (76S) and Lebanon (76!1 Venture Commun,catlOm l o ru. knowht<Joo IS 
the only carne, today p,OV'd,ng local n cllonge 1e1ecommunica11on1 sennces in th• abo,e Iden~ e,cMnge area, (Stan 
HB/CMI 

SANCOM Inc pursuant to 4 7 USC 21 4(t ) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeu dt!olgnatlOn as an ehgrblt lttlecommun,cabons 
camerwehln the local o•Chln<JO ureas that con111tute rts seNk:e oroa ln South Dakota SANCOM IS tne lacib1u,s·bastKI 1oc11 

TC&7,096 exchange came, P,t!Sently Pf~ local e1ch,1nge tclecommunleabOns serw:es in the loltow,ng e,c.t,ange,s in Soulh Dakota 06119197 07/07197 
W°"5l!y (883) Parkston (9211) and T11pp (935) SANCOM. to IIS i..now19<1ge is lhe only came, loday l)!Oll'd,ng local erchange 
telecommuncaoons servlCM '" the aboYe ldtn~5td ea:channe areu fSt,.rt HS'CHl 

Sanbo<n Telernone Cooper,we put$uant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S• 20 1 hereby sub dn,gn11oon as an ehg<llfe 
teleconomuncaoons carrier w,thln Ille local erc1>11nge areas lhat con1t11ute III seMCe arc,a in South Dakota Sant>c»n 

T,C97,097 Telephone a lho laal«!es-b.lsec:t loa1l t l thange carrier l)!esenlly P!Owlong loc:,11 11, chnnge teleco,nmun,cnt>ons ,.,r,,ce, in mo 
06/19197 07/07197 

following e•changes In Soulh Dakota Elhan 1227) lilt Vernon (238) Litt ,,., (248) Foie,U>urg (495) ArtHtor1 (5271 
WOCltlSOCket (79e) and Alpen 11 (849) SanbOm Telephone IO lb MO'Wle<Jge ,s Ille only urn.,, !Oday p,O\l'G"'iJ IOClll o•t llange 
tei.commun,ca:>ons urw:es in Ille abov11 idenDfled etthanne areas (Sllln HBICHI 

Bfln!ord lllllr~l Ttlei:,flOOe CO purw1ntto 47 USC 21'(1) anel O CFR ~ 201 Mtt!b'( r,,;elu. du..gnobon io, an 11"'1·ble 
relecommuniution\ came, 'Mlhln me local etc.11ange areas that constrtule its seMee aru 111 Soulh Oa, ota B.irestord Tel 

TC97,09S IS !he faolCles based 1ocal o.change carrier p,~senUy p,ow!lng local u•t hango lolocommunte~llons ,uMcn ,n the ronow,ng 06 19,1)7 07/07197 
e, ch ango 9.,,es10,c:1 (763J Berusford Tvl to its knowtodge IS the only earner today p10Vldtn(J locul e, change 
telecommunicatK>ns SC!MeH 111 the al>oVe ldenbfiod erchanni., area~ (Stall Hllll(C) 

RObens County Tc,lep,one Coope,a:M!Assoca:ion pursuant ID 47 U SC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seels des19na110n 
as an ehg•l>I• 1elecommunac;at10n1 n111,i1 Wllhtn u,e local e.ch~nge areas uiat conslilute lb "'MC• aru Rooens Count, 

TC97 099 
Telephone Cooper awe Assoc1a1x,n is Ille l~ciMJes-bueo local e, cnange earner presently proll'd,ng local e, cnange 

06 19 '97 07,'07'97 
teloco1M1u111CilDOns $41MCC!S 111 lhi' lollov,v,g e,Changes N onh New Ettlngton, NO (701 63• ) New Erl,0111011 (637) and Cl.011,.. 
C11y (6521 Roberb County Telephone Coo1><tr&tr,ij AuOCtauon torts ~nowl i,oge bu,,. 011ly tdtl'Hlr tO<lo·, P10Vid"'g '°'"' 
e, eha""" tel!'communocabQn, \f!Mr~ ,n tt,t> at.ov~ IClentiNl ,ucha""e ~,i,n, IS1,,rt HB'KCI 
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RC Communlc:allons, Inc pu1$Uanl to C U,S C 214{e) and 47 CFR s.1 ,201 he1eby suks de1ign1bon H 1n ellg,ble 
te!oc:ommunlcatoos came1 Mtwl lhe loc.i u:hange 11141$ lhal c:ons&Ae ft MMCe 11ea. RC Commungllons Is the ftcaltliH· 

TC97-100 
baaed local erch1nge .:.mer pres.n!ly prQll\ding loc:.I e:xcnang• tel~mmun,callons H~JI In the lollowlng Hchangu 06119197 07/07/97 
North Veblen, N.O (701-3~). Wilmot (938) Peewt (932). Veblen (738) tnd Sl{mmtl (394) RC CommuniCIIIOM, to Its 
knowledge, 111 lhl only camar today pr<Mdtng local eichange i.iecommuf'ica!ioM MMCIS ,n the atiov. ldenbhd , , change 
UJIU. (Staff HBIKCl 

Splltrock Propenios. Inc pursuant to 47 USC. 214(1) end 47 CFR 54.201 he11by seeks desll)nallOn as an eltglble 
telecommunlcallons carrier within the local ,11ch1ng1 areas I/lat co<1Sl!M1 its se~ 1rH In South Oai<OII Spktroclt 

TC97, 101 
Pf01)8111eS Inca 111 Ille lac,f,tjes.based local exchange earner presenay prlNldlng local eJCNnge tetecomm11nocaoons HMCfl 06/19-'97 07107/97 
fl Irle follow,ng exchanges ,n South 01kote HowardlCarthage {772) and Oldham1R1mona (482). Spldroc~ Properks. Inc , 
to Its knowledge, is the only Cl!Jrie1 today provtdi•• lllcal exchange telecommu~llons HMCH on the above iden~lled 
erchanae arus (Stalf· HBll<Cl 

Spl,croclt TelecomCoopenl-. Inc purwal\l to 47 USC 21 4(1) 1nd 47 CFR 54201 hereby seeks dt11gna110n as 1n eligible 
lelecommuNCnons camor Within lht local uChange 11eas lh1t consll!llte rts seMCe area Spliltock Tell!Com Coope,nve, 

TC97-102 
Inc ~ tho tac~i!Jes,based local e, chango carrier presenu-: provid,ng locel e1Change ltlecommunlc:ations seM<.os ln the 06/19197 07KJ7/97 
following • • changes Brandon (S82) and Ganetson (605-594) and (S07 ,S97) Spliuock T ele«>m Cooperewe, Inc • to Its 
~edge. is the only came, today pr0\'ldlr1g local ••change ttlecommu~liOM seMCes on the atiov. ldenDfled etehange 
areas IStalf HSll(Cl 

Tfi.County Telecom, Inc pul'$Uant to 47 U S,C . 214(n) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seells desll)nallon H an eligible 
tetocommunlClllons carrier Wllhin the local u change areas 1h11 consllMe rts serw:e area il'I South Dakota Tri-County 

TC97- IOS 
T etecom. Inc ls the taQlrlies.based local e1ch11ngt carrier prntl\11)' providulg local siehange 1etecommunocall0n1 HMUS 06/19,97 07/07197 
in the following 1Jcha1111os ., S01Jlh Oa~ota Clayton (82S) 1nd Emery (443) Tf>.Counly Telecom. Inc . lo rts knowledge is 
tho only carrier loday proYidin1J local eJchange telecommunicnons serw:es in Ille above ldenolled erchange areas {Staff 
HBJCH\ 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Commw>rca11on11. Inc Ille<! ror upprOlr.ll by the Comm,ss,on the Type I Pa,g,ng Agreement between KJAM Mobde 
Pltll'flD and U S WEST "This Agreement was reaehtd through voluntary negobawns without r8$0(! lo modiatK>n or •rbllrallon 
1nd Is subfflltled lot IPfl'oval pu1$Uant IO StC1K>n 252(e) of Ute Communlc:a11ons ~ ol 1934, as amended by lhe 

TC97-079 T erecommunocations Act of I 9SCS K.IAM Mobole Pag,t10 and U S WEST IUrthet request that the Commasoon approve 111<5 06(16.'97 07/07197 
Agrnmen1 "111'10"1 a neanng and "11hOl>t llllcwmg Ille intervenllon of olher par1Jes Because this Agretmenl was reached 
through voluntary llf'll()llaoons. c does not ra.'" iSsues requamg a hearing and does nul concern other panies not a port of the 
nMotiJIIJOns E ,wed,t,ous aorvoval would further tho ""blic ,ntarost • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST ColM'Ul'lieabOns llleo tarrl1 5/leets that rtmove references to t 1changes tha1 have been sold t,,y US WEST Tho 
TC97-082 1111 was ellectr.re June 1, 1997 In addition this fthnQ ncludes some 101 changes and ctean,up ~ems US WEST ha. 06/17/97 NA 

ranuffted an •lf~ct'Ye dttl! of Junio I t 997. IOf I""' 111,nn fSlalf n ,..-11, 

PAGE 50F6 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA f Easi PIAln& Telecom Inc: on June 13 1997 J NP. I N!s_ 
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"' to-;.t1> ll0f 

PAGE 6 OF 6 



c.,.....c.1111« ir...,._ ("5)71).Jltl 
FU 1"5)'71).lUf 

Tr·-....... -0..hioo 
Trio,._ (4tf)'l7J.ffl0 
fAll.l~ 

lTYTM....
.... tS-. O.,.,. 

1-..n.11u 

• -..... 
0..-, .. ~ 

vu.0w-
uws.-c-
fA,,·na Mdna 

llart.n lkU 
Mart• C. 

Clwl1<~ 
S..Odloo 

.:.W.. L " """" Martnkf-~·-._... .. ,-
1.mlk,ly c-..,_ ,_,_ 
llo4>~ 

o., .... -
fanl~, 
.. ~,,, i.o-... r...,_ 
(,tCpyA
f-1 Sliiij,;11, 

S....M w,_ 
1to1.,_1,.on. ,i,'k11 

StNM'D~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
State C•p11ol Bu,lchn&, SOO Eu! Copitol A>'tnUC, P1<ttc, South Oakou 57SOI-S070 

Oclober 1, 1997 

Mr Richard 0 . Coit 
Executive Oil!'edor 
SOITC 
P. 0 . Box57 
Pierre. so 57501 

RE. EJiglt>:le Telecommunications Carrier applicat/on, TC97-087 
Baltic Telecom Cooperallve 

Dear Mr Coit· 

The above-referenced applicallon has been re-viewed by the staff of the Public Ulillties 
Commission. The foUowing additional 1nrormab00 Is needed in order ror the Commission to 
consider lhis application· 

1 Pursuant to 47 C.F R 54 101(a)(4), single-party servtee or its fu~ tqllivLlt-nt tmll 
be made avaUable by an Eligible Telecommun!Quons C.rrler (ETC) lo reeelve universal 
service suppon mechanlsms Does the above-referenced company have U1ls servic:e? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54.405 and 54 411. Lifeline and Link Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to quallty,ng low-income consumers.. Does the appbcant company, as 
referenced above. make lhese services available 10 quahfy,ng c:onsu.mers? 

3 Please provtde a venf1C1tion by an authoni:ed offar, under oath, to the Commission ,n 
which lhe applicant rep<esents to lhe Commission that the !acts staled in the Request for ETC 
Oe.s,gnallon and the n!!sponse to data request nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful. 

Plea,e respond by October 14. 1997. Upon receipt of this informalk>n. i t wt!I be evaluated by 
stall and the matter w,U be scheduled for consld'eratl(y by lhe Commlss,on Thank you for 
your attention to this matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STA.FPS POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOVTH 
DAKOTA 

s.nce,ely . 

f(r,1.,,, .,, 
Karen Cn!!me,r 
Sia.II Allomey 

cc Harlan Best 

,:, ' u 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

11,, THE MATTER OF THE AUNGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR ANO NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELEC0"1MUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SATELLITE ) 
) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-0'71 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPEAA nvE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97.094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE TC97-097 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. TC97--098 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-100 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. TC97-101 

SPL.ITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. TC97-102 

TRI.C.OUNTY TELECOM, INC:. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-121 

3 



BROOKINGS MUNIC,PAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) 
HANSON COUNlY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RNER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Public Ubhties Commtssion (Commls.slOl"I) received requests from 
the abOve capttoned telecommumca11ons compan,es requesttng designation as eligible 
tetecommunicallons earners 

The CommtsslOl"I eleclrOnically transmitted notice of the filings and the ,n1erven11on 
deadlines 10 1nl8'es1ed 1nd1v1duals and en1111es On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
recetved a Pebtlon to lnteivene from Dakota Telec:.omn.ncatJon Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) with reference 10 Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997. at ,ts regula(ly scheduled meettng, the COl".m1sslon granted 
,nterventJon 10 DTS and DTI m Docket TC97-075 No othef Pelttl()(ls to Intervene were 
filed 

The Comm1ss101"1 has J\.llflsd1Ctt0n over this matter pursuant 10 SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 , 1nciud1ng 1-26-18, 1-26-19 49·31 -3 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7 1 49-31-11, and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the heanng shall be as follows (1) whether the above captioned 
1elecommun1ca11ons companies should be granted des1gnatton as ehg1ble 
teleconvnun1ca1tons earners. and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Comm,ss1on 

.. 



A hearing shall be held at 1:30 P.M .• on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, in Room 
412, State capitol. Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26. All parties have the right to e present and to be 
represented by an attorney. These rights and other due process rights shall be f()(feited 
rf not exemsed at the hearing If you or your representatrve fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, ihe Flnal Decision will be based solely on the testlmony and 
evidence provided. if any, dvnng the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20> After the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law. and a Final Oecist0n regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission ,ay either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommumcauons companies reQuest/ng designation as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
teleoommunicauons carriers The Co1m11ssion's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Crrcuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned 'elecommunicalions companies should be 
granted de.signahon as e ligible telecommunications carriers. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for ehg1b le telecommun1cahons earners. 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1ht1es Act, this hearing 1s being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Public Uhlities Commission at 1-aoo. 
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the heanng 1f you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made 10 accommodate you -;,.,,< 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this "J day of November, 1997 

CERTll'ICAT£ Of $ERV1CE 

The undofllgl>Od hct<l>r "'1lllo1 INI this 
docunonlhu--lod.oy-alportltt 
or ••~Otd WI tN, doUd. u bled on thit docb1 
MMe• list. by- Of l>t llr .. CMU_._ln 

p,-ly -- et\'fflopu, ""'h ttwi,H 

:~1ik/J:edrftitJ v 

°"'°'- ...L.ll,_I-J-L.· 1-l-!J-,tJ"l'----r I ' 

OHICIAL SEAi.. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg. Nelson and 
Sehoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD. JR 
Executive Director 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS I ON 
OP THS STATE OP SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OP THE PILINGS BY THE 
POLLOW1NG TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS 
COMPAN IES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS: 

Vt VIAN TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TBLBCOHMONI CATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE , INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UNI CATIONS, I NC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATES . I NC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RAN DAL L TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATI VE, I NC . 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMONICATJONS 
COOPERATIVE, r Nc. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHOh l 
COMPANY 

STATELI NE TELECOMM UN! CATTONS, I NC. 

ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS. I NC. 

J AMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELE PHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND C0MMUN£CATI 0 NS , TNC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, [ NC . 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

£ AST PLAI N TELECOM I NC. 

RECEIVED 
l 
> DEC O 2 1997 
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roUTH DAKOTA PU.BLIC 
)UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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) TC97 •06i 
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) TC97·0 77 
) 

) 

) TC97 ·078 
) 
) 

l TC97 -080 
) 
) 

) TC97 - 08l 
) 

) TC97 - 083 
) 

) TC97 - 08 4 
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) TC9'1•01, 
) 

TC 7-086 
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2 
WESTERN TELE PHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., ! NC . 

5 JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO ., INC. 

6 SOLLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
!NC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC . 

SAN COM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATI VE 

BERESFORD MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

1 3 RC COMMUNI CATI ONS, INC . 

14 S PLI TROCK PROPERTI ES, INC . 

15 SPL ITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , INC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM, INC. 

17 FAITH MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPAIIY 

1 9 
BRIDGEWATE R·CANI STOTA I NDEP ENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE CO~PANY 

2 1 UNION TELE PffONE COMPAN Y 

22 MCCOOK COOPERAT IVE TELE r HONE 
COMPA1'Y 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 
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l TC97 - 090 
) 
) 

) TC97 - 092 
) 

) TC97 -0 93 
) 

) TC97 - 094 
l 
) 

) TC97 - 095 
) 

I TC97 -0 96 
) 

) TC97 - 097 
) 

) TC 97-0 98 
) 

I TC97 - 099 
) 

) 

) TC97 -l00 
) 

) TC97-10 1 
) 

) TC9 7 -10 2 
) 

) TC97·105 
) 

l TC 9 7 - l O 8 

> 
) TC97-113 
) 

I 
) TC97•1!4 
) 

> 
l TC97-1lS 
) 

l TC97-117 
) 

l 
l TC<>7 - l21 
l 

23 

24 

2S 
BROOKJNGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE I TC97 125 

I 

2 

HA II SON COMM U I; I CO .... T._1,.,o"'N"-"-S__,,l.!:N:.,C""'.,__ . ._Dt<.IL.."'-/ B:..1.' ... A,_ __ ,._ ,.,,T.,._. C 9c..,7:..;•;,.,1,._3'-'0"------J 



1 RANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMM UNICATIONS I NC., D/ 9 / A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

) 

WEST RIVER TELECOHMONI CAT IONS 
4 COOPERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST COMMON ICATIONS, I NC. 

7 THR££ RlVER T£LCO 

---~-----~~---

l 
l 
l TC97 · 131 
I 
) , TC97•l54 
l 
) 
) TC97- 155 
l 
l TC97·163 
) , TC97 - 167 
) 
) 8 

9 

10 

11 
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P B Q c E E P l N C s l 

2 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. We 'll go a hea d and get 

l'll begin the hearing for the dockets 

4 relating to the eligible telecommunicatio ns c arr i~ rs 

5 designa tion. The time is approximately 1 : 50 . The dace 

6 is No vember 19, 1997; and the locati?n of the hearing 

7 is Room 412, State Capitol, Pie ~re, Sout h Dak o ta . 

8 lam Jim Burg, Comm i ssi o n Chairman . 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoenfelder and Pa m Nelson are 

10 a lso present. I' m pres idi ng over this hearing. The 

11 hearing was noti ced pursuant to the Commission's Order 

12 Fo r and Notice of Hearing issued November 7, 1997. 

13 The issues at this hear ing shall be as 

f ollows: One, whethe r the requesting 

15 telecommun icat ions company should be gran ted 

16 design t ion as eligible telecommunications c arr ie r s; 

17 and, c wo , whac service areas sha ' l be establi shed by 

t8 the Commission. 

19 All parties have the right to be present and 

20 to be rPpresenLed by an attorney. hll p e rso ns so 

21 cesci(ying w1 Il be s worn in and subJec c to 

22 cros s - e x amination by the part ies. The Commission's 

23 final decision may be appealed by the part i es co the 

24 St a te Circuit Cou rt and the Sta te Supreme Co urt . 

25 Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 
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1 counsel . She may provide r eco mme nded rul i ngs o n 

10 

1 2 

13 

14 

: s 

16 

procedural and evidentiary matte r s . The Commission may 

overrule its counsel 's pre liminary rul ings throughout 

the hearing. lf not o verruled , the preliminary rulings 

will become final. 

At th1s t1 me t'll turn it ove r to Rol ayne f o r 

the hearing . 

MS . WtEST: I ' ll ta ke appearances o f t he 

Rich, who do y o u represent? 

MR . COIT : I'm here today represent i ng all of 

th e SO ITC member compan ie s , and also Kado ka wh ich has 

rec ently applied f o r membersh i p with the coa lition. 

And Dar l a Rogers 1s here representing s o me companies, 

and I gues o she coul d 1nd 1ca te for t he record which 

o nes she's representing . 

MS. ROGERS: I'm he r e representing Valley; 

, 7 Stoc kholm-S trandburg ; Go lden Wes t, inc l ud1ng Viv i an: 

18 and Sull y Buttes and Ven t ure . 

19 MS . WIEST : Coul d you re peat thos e again? 

20 Va lley , scoc k holm - s, randbu rg. Vi v i an, Gol den West. 

21 

22 Venture , 

23 

zq 

MS . ROGE RS : Golden We st, Sully Buttes and 

MS. WIEST . us Wes~ . 

MR . HEASTON: Bill Heasto n and Tammy Wll k a 

2S ~o r u S W~sc Communications. 



1 

MS . CREMER: 

2 MR . HOSECK: 

Karen Cremer, Commission staff . 

Camren Ho se c k , Commi ssion 

3 staff . 

4 MS . WIEST: We have had a request to take o~e 

s of these dockets first a nd that's TC9 7 · 075. Do any of 

6 the par t1es want t o make a n ope ning st a tement before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don't you proceed with 075 then. 

9 MR . C01T: Sure. that's fine . I really d o n ' t 

10 have an o pening staLement . There arc a couple o f 

11 e xhibits th a t we wo uld like to ad~it . And 1 unde rstanc 

12 there'o also been some l etters sent t o the Commiasion 

13 that we would li ke to admit int o the reco r d as ev i dence 

14 o n Lhe ETC questions. And that wo uld be Exhibit Nu mber 

!5 l, wh ~ch is the a pplicat i o n o f Fort Randa ll for ETC 

16 designation. and Ex h1b1t No. 2, whic h 1s the respon se 

17 of Fo rt Randa ll Lo a data r equest from st a f f , da ted , 1 

18 believe, October 1st. And t here are t wo letters. I 

19 d on 't know i t we've ma~ ked those yet . 

20 (EXHIBITS NO. l and ; WERE MARKED FOR 

2 : I DENT I FI CATI ON.) 

22 MR . COIT: There are t wo other exh1bits that 

23 hdve been marked Ex hib1L No. 3. Kath, Marmet, 1s that 

2 ~ the l eLter of Dakota or io Exhibi t 3 Lhe letter. 

25 MS. MARMET : Exhibi t 3 i s the lett er of 



l 

2 

.l 

6 

Dakota . 

MR . COIT: So the Ex hi b it 3 is the l etter 

from Ro bert Marme t t o the Comm i ssio n, and Ex h1b1t 4 is 

~ a letter from Mike Bradley to the Commi ssi o n . 

s MS. WIEST, What's the date o f that l etter, 

6 the letter from Bra dl e y? 

7 

8 

MR. co:T: No vember 18th. 

MS. WI EST: Because l have one dated No vembe r 

9 18th and o ne the 1 9th. 

10 MR co:T : l th ink so. ts chat right, 

l! Exh1b1t ), 1s tha t the 19th? Ok a y . l hnd a letter 

12 that wa s dated yesterday. but the o nes we have marked 

f o r adm 1as1on today, : believe b oth t h e l etters are 

1~ dated the :9~h. ~o vP,~be r 19th. 

: s MS . WIEST . So the l e tter from Mr . Brad l ey is 

16 daLed Lhe 19th? 

1 7 

ls 

l 9 

., . -· 

MR . co :T Yes . Sor r y abou t t hat. 

MS. WI EST And that's Exhibit 4 

MR . co : T. d o n't kno w why they' re da t ed 

T ne !9:h 18 the one we're seeking 

adm1ss1 o n on. I b e li e ve. Yes, th~y a r e 1dent1cal s o 

22 we· : e see k ing a d~1ss1 o n o ( the 19th lette r . 

23 MS . W:EST thin k they're not e xactly 

identical bu~ we'll g o w1th the 19th. Could I s ee the 

25 letter from O ko ~a? don't believe we g o t cop1 e s o ! 
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l tha t one. (Pause.I So at this time are you offering 

2 Exhibits l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Y~s. that's corr ec t. 

4 MS. WlEST: Is there any obj e ction to those 

5 e xhibits be i ng admit t ed? 

6 been admitt~d in TC97 -0 75. 

If not, l, 2, 3 and 4 have 

Then at this time I would 

7 ask if any o f the pa r t i es have any quest ions pertaining 

8 to TC97 -075, including the Commissioners? 

9 The only questi o n I wou ld have, Rich, is on 

10 th e response t o the data r equest, Ex hibi. 2. And the 

11 first question it tal k s about single p a r ty service. I 

l 2 guess it's n o t absolutely clear that it's ava i l a ble to 

13 all the customers the wa y that the scacemenc is wr itte n 

1~ and answe red . 

15 MR . CO IT : Oh, be c ause they sa i d does the 

16 above - referenc ed company have t.h1 . service. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right . 

18 MR . COIT: Yeah. ! guess that 1s correct. 

19 And l am not here today to serve as a wi t ness . 

20 

2l 

MS . W [EST : No 

MR. CO IT : If that's a concern that you feel 

22 y ou need addressed, and I hate to say this, but I wa~ 

23 led t o believe that 1 f there were some quest i ons o~ 

•' 

24 app l1cat1 o ns and there was n o t a witness he r e to a r s wer 

25 that, those questions could be dealt with b e t ween no w 

I 
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l and De c ember 2nd. The re are WLtnesses here t o day f o r 

2 some o f t he other a pplicat ions, b ut the re i s not a 

J w1 t n e ss here tod ay wit h respect t o Fo r t Randall's 

.; a pplicat ion . 

s MS . WIEST : The onl y other thi ng I wou ld 

6 sugg e st 1s tha t perha ps t he Commi ssi o n could j ust have 

7 i t c lari fied b y a n o t he r a! fi dav i t from the pers o n . 

8 CHA I RMA!-1 BURG: We co u l d appro ve it o n the 

9 basis o f t h a t c l ar 1f1cat ion . 

1 0 MS . WIES7: A l ate - f iled exh i b i t Just 

11 c larify i ng that since we a re taki ng a f fida vits fr om t he 

1 2 witnesses o r. o ther i ssues . 

M:R. co :T , I app reciate tha t option . 

MS . W!£S 7 : Ot he r wi s e , are t here a ny oc her 

: : quesc 1c ns r e l a t :ng : o 075? 

. ~ . ' MS. WIEST : 

Ca n we mak e bench decis 1o ns ? 

S t a f! will h ave some thing coo . 

1 S 7 ney·l! h a v e tes c 1~ony o n all o f the c ases . Do es staf f 

: t ~an t o g c no w, o r d o r u wane c o g ~ at the very end? 

: o M:R . HOS£Ci' Or191ne l ly w~ h d p l annec t o go 

a : ter the app l 1c a n: s had . 

22 l':S . W:ES 7 All the applican c 9 ? 

MR . H0 S£ CK• Yes . And 1f these are t r e a t ed 

2~ e n mass o r some c ~: , g : a 1r l y c lo s e c o that, t h en we 

2 5 wo ~l d b e prepared t o pu t o n o u r case in a s1m1l ar 



l 

2 

3 

4 

]! l 

manne r . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : That ' s f ine. 

MS. WIEST: Let's just g o through them and 

then we'll have Harlan as the wicness. Let's go ba ck 

~ t o TC97 -0 6.S . 

6 TC97 ·068? 

Does anyone have any questions on 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG; Just a clarif ication . What 

8 data request response is this? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes . That would be in tha t 

10 packet. 

11 MR . COIT: Is t here a chance tha t we could 

1 2 consider o r deal wi th chese en mass as Mr. Hosec k has 

13 indicated or suggested? 

1 4 MS . WIEST: I'd rather not just bec ause on a 

15 few o f them! ha ve a cou p le questi o ns o n some of them. 

16 MR . CO IT : Okay . Should I go ahead and 

17 introduce che exhibits ? 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

MR. COIT: Wtth respect t o Dock et TC97-068 

there are t wo e xh ibits . Exhibit No. 1 is the actual 

ETC reques t f1 led by Viv ian Telephone Company. And 

Exh1bic No. 2 1s the response o f Viv ian Telephone 

Company to a data request from CommLSsion staff. We 

would mov e the admission o f t hos e exhibits. I d o not 

25 have the dateo . l don't have them here with me. 
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1 Oka y. Yea h, the d at e o n the Exh ibi t No. 1 i s 6-1997 , 

2 a nd the d at e o n the re s p o nse to the d a t a reque st is 

3 10- H -97. 

4 

5 

6 

CHAl RMAN BURG : 6-9; right, not 6-19? 

MR. CO IT : 6 - 9, e xcuse me. 

MS. WIEST: 

6-19 

Okay . ls the r e a ny obJ e ction t o 

7 adm1tt1ng Exhi b it s I and 2 in 06 8 ? If not, t he y've 

8 been admitted . Aga i n, Rich, on Exhibit 2 , the first 

9 question. 1c says we pro v i de single part y se r vice 

lo throughout. 

11 customers? 

l guess I'll ass ume tha t means all 

MR. COlT: I would c a ll Oon Lee. Don Le e i ,s 12 

1 J he re representing V1 v 1an as well a s some o f the o che r 

1 4 compan ies. Don Lee, do you want t o ta k e a s ea t? 

15 DON L BS , 

16 called as a witness , being f i r st duly s wo rn, 

17 was e xamined and testified as f ollows : 

:a PI REC7 EXAMINATION 
~S BY MR . COIT: 

20 Could you respond to Comm1ss1on couns~l · s 

21 question, please ? 

A . Yes . The ans wer to you r questi on is , yes, it 

23 d o es 1nd1cate cha ~ they pro v ide service p r ivate line 

2 4 throughou t the stud y area . 

25 MS . WI EST : Singl e party to a ll c ustomers ? 



1 

2 

) 

It 's ava ilable to a ll custome rs ? 

A . Ri gh t. 

MS. WIEST: Tha n k you. 

l) 

Tt1ac • s t he o n l y 

4 q uestion l have . Doe s anybo dy e l se have a ny q u e s ti o ns 

S fo r this wit.ness fo r 068? If not . t ha nk you. I di d 

6 admit Ex h ibi t l ond 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT; we woul d mo ve t he adm ission o f 

9 Ex hibit s No. l and 2 i n 069, and tha t io a n ETC requ e s t 

9 or a pplica tion da ted 6·9-97 a nd respo nse t o a sta f f 

10 data request d a ted 10 - 14 -97. 

11 MS. Wl EST: Any o bJec t ion? If not , t hey' v e 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFEL DER: Exc u s e me. I d o 

1 4 not have the data r equest u p he te wi t h me f o r s ome 

lS reds o n . I'm s orry a bout t h i s , bu t I need to g o back 

16 and a s k Mr . Lee abou t the Li fe line , Link Up . I think 

17 was that cov ered in t he d a ta requ e t? I' m sor r y to be 

lB behind the e1gh: ball, but ! di d not ha ve that a nd s o I 

19 n~ed to k now whethe r th1s company i s doing Li f eline, 

20 Link Up now o r whether you nee d to -- whether you 

21 int e nd co ha ve that imp l e me n t ed b y l · l? 

22 A. You're r e f erring to the Vi v i a n Tel ephon e 

23 Compa n y ? 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Yeah , Vi v i an i s 

2S wh a t we · re d oi ng n o w. 
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2 

3 

~ 

s 

6 

7 

~ 

9 

10 

ll 

A . V1 v 1an Te lephone Company d o e s pro v i d e 

Lifeline a nd Lin k Up throug hou t its system wi th the 

e xcept1on o f the Vivian Ex chang e , and t hey anticipa t e 

p r oviding it in the Vivian Ex cha ng e by Janua r y l, 

1998 . 

COKMlSSI ONER SCHOENFE LDER: But an t ic ipat e d 

and doi ng it a r e t wo differe n t t h 1 ngs . And I th i nk I ' m 

going to have to oe assured that you' re either going c o 

d o it or that you' re g o ing to a s k f or somet h i ng f r o m 

us. 

A. Oo y ou want a c ommit men~ t h a t we will d o i t 

:2 by that date ? 

13 CO~MISSI ONER SCHOENPELOER: I think chat's 

l~ one o f the requl r emencs, 1f l'm reading t h e Act r ight. 

A. Yeah . 

lf COMMlSSlONER SCHOENFELDER : An d I think 

:7 that's tmpo~tant that we have tha t o n the reco rd. 

) 8 A . Ce rtaln ly, Comm1s s1one r . The ans wer 1s, y e &, 

:9 they are com~ltled t o pro viding ic by l-l-1998. 

2 0 COM~ ISS! ONER SCHO£NF£LDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAJRMAN BURC : Just a q u e s t ion, a ge ne r a l 

22 one o n that. On the t o ll, wh a t do we cal l i t t o l l 

23 control? Do we need a st a tement on t hos~. too, or a 

24 

25 

r~quest f o r a wa,ver ? 

MS . WIES7 · The y did a ctual ly req ues t wa ive r s 



1 S 

1 i n their o r i g i nal appl icat i ons. 

2 MR . COIT: I was at t he conclusion of going 

3 t hro u g h. l guess , the questions a nd so f o rth, I was 

4 basica ll y - · be f o re the Commission a c ts o n any o f 

S these, goi ng t o r e sta te the reques t. Bu t if the 

6 Commi ss ion ha s questio ns o f Mr. Lee wi t h res pec t t o 

7 c er t a i n aspec ts o f pro v i d i ng it, I w1 uld - - yeah, l 

8 would suggest yo u go ahead and ask i t . 

9 CHAlRMAN BURG : No , I don' t have a pro b l em as 

1 0 long as we kno w a l l o f them that's go ing to apply t o . 

11 In o ther wo rds, i f i t applies t o every o ne o f t hem , 

12 then th e statemen t at the end say ing i t appl ies o n all 

13 of chem is adequ a te f or me. Or i f yo u have s o me t hat 

14 already could do the toll cont r ol. we ne e d to kno w 

15 that. 

16 

1 doubt i f t h e r e are any a t th i s t ime . 

MR. COIT: No. we d on't . And the waive r 

1 7 request is i ncluded in all the appli c a tions . Bu t jusc 

18 to make sure it wa s r uled on, 1 wa s intend i ng o n 

19 bringing it up a g a 1n at the e n d . 

20 CHAI RMAN BURG: Oka y. That ' s fine w1ch me. 

21 MS. WIEST : Any ocher questions of t hia 

22 witness reg a rding 068 and 069? I f not, we will g o co 

23 TC97 · 0 70. 

24 MR. COIT: Ag a in , I wo u ld move f or t he 

25 adm1as1on o f t wo e xhibi t s in TC97-070 , a nd that i s t h e 
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l ETC appl~cation o r request dated 6-10-9? and r esponse 

2 to sta ff •• data reques t dated 10 -97. 

3 MS. WIEST : An y o b J e ction? If not, Exh ibits 

land 2 have been admitt ed . 

5 with regard to t his d oc ke t? 

6 TC97•071. 

Are there a ny questions 

If r.o t, let's go t o 

1 MR. COI T : we wo uld move f o r the a dmission o f 

8 Ex h 1b1ts No. land 2, request fot ETC status d a ted 

9 6-10·97 and r esponse t o data request o f s taff da ted 

10 10-9-97. 

11 MS. WIES7: Any o b J ect1on t o Exhibits l and 

12 2? If not, they've been admi tted . Are t here any 

13 questions rega rding TC97 •071? lf not, we will go to 

1 ~ 7C91 0 73. 

l 5 MR. co :T : We would ~ove Eo r the adm 1ss1on of 

16 Exhibit N~. 1, ETC request d a ted 6 ·11-97 and Exhibit 

:1 

l 8 

No " . . reapons~ to sta~! dat a request dated 10· 14 -97. 

MS w:EST : Any o b J ect1 ons to Ex h1b1ts l and 

·' not . they have been adm1 tted . 

20 ,;ny quest.ons regard~ng 073? 

MR . C0 :7 . ! wo~'d ~oce t~at Dennis Law, who 

22 1s the current man ager o ! Siou x Valley Telephone 

23 co~pany. :a ava i!ab!e :! the c~~m1ss1 oners have nny 

q:.:est:or.a. 

25 MS. WlES7 Any quest1ors? If not, we· 11 g o 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 ~R. COIT: We wou ld move for c he adm ission o f 

3 Ex hibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6 - 12 - 97 

4 and Exh ibit No. 2, response to staff daca request da ted 

S 10-31-97. 

6 MS . Wl EST: Are t here any o b j e c t ions? If 

7 not , land 2 have been admit t ed. Are there any 

8 q ue s tions conce r ning 074? I have the same question o n 

9 this o ne , Rich, wi th respect to the data r e quest number 

10 o ne . 

ll 

12 

1 3 

14 filed. 

15 

MR. COIT: Would a n a ffidavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST: Yeah , a s far a s a ll custome r s. 

MR. CO IT : Okay . I will make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not, 

:6 let's go to TC97-077. 

17 MR. COIT: We woul d move f o r the admission of 

18 Exhibit No. 1, whi ch is the ETC request and that's 

19 dated 6-13-97. Also move f or admission o f Exhibi t No. 

20 2, which is a response to data r equest dated 10-9 - 97. 

2 1 And t here is also an Exhibit No. 3 i n this d oc ket, o 

22 supp . emental respo nse to staff data request . lt ' s 

23 dace] 10-28-97. We move the admissio n of al l three 

2 ~ e xhibits. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any o b j ection? If not, those 

11 



l three exhibits ha v e been admitted. Are there any 

2 questions regard ing this docket? 

18 

3 MR . COIT: I believe Mr . Lee is representing 

4 ITC today as well? 

s MR. LEE: That's right. 

6 MS. WTEST: Okay. Let's go to TC97- 0 78. 

7 MR. COIT: We mov e f or the admission of 

8 Exhi bi t No. l, wn1ch is the ETC r equest dated 6-13-97 

9 and move for the admission of Ex hibit No. 2, which i s 

10 respor.se to staff data request dated 10-9-97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection to those e xh ibits? 

12 If not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

13 conce rn ing tn1s docket? Let's go to TC97·080. 

14 MR . CO lT : We move for the admission of 

15 Exhibit No. l, whic h is the ETC request dated 6 -16 -97, 

16 and also move f o r admission of r esponse to staff data 

17 requ es t Ex h1b1t No. 2, wh ic h is dated :0-14-97. 

16 MS. WIEST : Any objection t o Exhibits land 

li 2? If not, they·ve been admitted. Any questions 

2 0 regarding t hLs docket? If not, let's m~ ve co 

, l TC97-081. 

22 Mx . COiT : We move for the admission of ETC 

23 request dated 6- 16 -97 . wh ich is Exhibi t No. 1. and a lso 

2 4 Exhibit No. 2, respon&e t o staff data request, dated 

25 10-15-97. 
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l MS. WIEST: Are the re a n y objections to 1 and 

2 2? If no t , they've been a dmitted . An y questions 

3 rega r ding this docket? So . Rich, wir.h respect to this 

4 one. you will be asking at the end aoout the waiver for 

5 the single party a nd a ll the other waiver&; is tha t 

6 r ight? 

7 MR. CO lT : Is there a wa iver request in the 

8 Stateline n the single party issue? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes . 

10 MR . COI T : I wasn't aware of that . I 

ll understood there were some companies that had purchased 

1 2 US West excha nges tha ~ were still in the process of 

13 converting some party lines. But, yes, l f they need a 

1 , waiver, I guess s o. I 'll renew tha t request. I d on 't 

15 have any factual 1nf o rmat ion I can pro vide . I d o n't 

16 believe, Mr . ~~e . are you here r~present ing Stateline? 

17 MR . LEE: I am . And in conversations wi th 

18 Stateline management yes terday , they indicated that 

19 the y would l1 kely need a wa i ver request unt1l Mar ch, 

20 Ap ri l time frame when they can fin 1sh the construction 

21 co prov1de all one party service. 

22 MS. WJEST: And in the ir applica tion they're 

23 actually a s k ing for a one- year waiver; cor rect? 

24 MR . LEE: But they're willing to shorten i t 

25 up. 

,, 



2 0 

1 MS . WIE ST: So you probably just need a 

2 waiver until J~ne? 

3 MR . LEE : Tha t would be adequate . 

MS . WIEST : June 1st? 

s CHA IRMAN BURG: Oo we need t o a c t on t he 

6 waivers n o w? 

7 COMMISSIONE R SCHOENFEtOER : Do y o u wane; a 

8 ~o t1on on the wa ive r now? 

9 

: o 

11 

l 2 

, . ... 

18 chat 

a mo t.i o n 

contro l. 

a t t his 

MS . WIEST· Let's talk abo ut tha t. The thing 

a 1 1 o ! chf"se, I believe , are going t o also need 

o n lht: wai v e rs fo r t he one year on the toll 

a nd we have:i' t been d o ing any o f t hose motions 

t ~r"e 

CHAlRMl.N BURC · We have t o take e a ch o! those 

lS separate c o ti o ns, d o y o~ think. at t he end f or the t ol l 

1 6 co nt1 o l ? 

l' 

18 I 
: 9 start 

2 : o r.~ . 

2 3 

MS . W: EST · 

MR. co ;-:- , 

d o ing wa 1ve :- s 

Yes . I{ we wa n t co go ·· 

We could p ick 1 t up here now and 

That ~1ght be the easiest way . 

CH AIRMAN BURC I! we g o t to g o through each 

MR . CO:T . Ru le on them as you go thr ough . 

CHA : RMA:0: Bt;?C: Easier than g oing back . 

MS . W:EST · Ok ,,y. Fo r 08 : with respect to 

2 S t h e wa1\· e r unt1 l Ju ne :at, 1998, c oncerning single 
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1 party s e rvice to a ll customer s , and t h e s e cond waiver 

2 on tol l con trol for one yea r · - o ne ye a r fr om wh a t 

3 d a te, Ric h ? 

4 MR. COIT: I thin k I would guess t h a t tha t 

5 woul d be f rom the date of t he o r de r . 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay. 

7 MR. COIT: On t he toll cont r o l ? You're 

8 spea k i ng t o the toll cont r ol; correct? 

9 MS. WI EST: Yes , toll con t r ol. 

10 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOEN FELDER . ! ha v e a que stion 

11 as long as we' r e tal k ing abou t t he wa i vers both o n to l l 

12 cont rol and on the s i ngle part y s erv ic e . As long a s 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

;a 

!5 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

y o u're asking for wa ivers . let's make s ure it 's d one 

p r o perly and that we're not ba c k he re in t wo months 

asking f o r mo re wa ive r s. I would ha t e to g o th r oug h 

this process. o r would no t li ke to go th r oug h t h is 

process again. I chink we need to be accurat ~ when 

we 're d oi ng it. I also h a ve a q u e stion about what 

meets the requirements o f the Ac t ? How much of a 

waiver can we give ? l don't know as i know the answe r 

to that. 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time ac t u a l l y in t he 

FCC Order is not specified . But it d o e s s a y in 

paragraph 89, I be lieve , t ha t t he Commi ss io n must, u p on 

a f i nding of e xc e ptional circums t ances , you c an ma k e a 
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1 waiver for single pa rty servi ceo for a specified period 

2 of time . And also on the toll limitat ion the company 

3 must also show e xceptional circumstances exist anu need 

!or additi o nal time to upgrade . They should have to 

5 show individual hardship. individualized hardship er 

6 inequi ty warrants additi o nal time to comply and that 

7 woul d better se r ve the public interest that 1s 1n 

8 stri ct adheren ce to the time period and it should 

9 exteno onl y as long as the e x cep t ional circumstances 

10 e x ist. 

11 MR. COIT: I would note that 1n t he 

12 appllcat1ons. while we 've requested a year. we •ve a l s o 

13 1nd1~a ted that w1t h1n that period of time we would file 

some in f ormation with the Commission 1ndicat1n9, you 

15 kno w. ~hen the capability 1s available . If the 

, 6 Commission ·· what we have •· a nd Mr . Lee. r think . c a n 

!7 answer s om~ questi o ns in the area o ( toll control tha t 

18 I can't anC1wer- . But we're !aced w1th a situati o n today 

!~ whe~e the c apab!l1~1es are JUSt not availab le. :fa 

20 year 1s t oo long. yo~ kno w. !rom our perspective we 

rea ll y d1dn" kno w when 1t would be available and 

that's why we req~es:ed a year . Sut if there's better 

23 1nlormation on that . maybe the time per iod can be 

~; d1:!erent But right n o w we real ly don't kno w when the 

25 l capab1 l icy 1s going to be ava 1 labl e . 
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2 

l 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

23 

COMM1SSI0NER S~HOENFELD£R: I hate to belabor 

the point, and r k now e veryone wa nts to get through 

this, but to me it's very important that we do i t 

righc. And so i f it means that we need to answer t he 

question wh en we grant these waivers and we send these. 

or you send them o n to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

you have spe lled out wh y these companies -- a t least 

this is what I'm understand ing -- why these companies 

c an't do toll control and why i t 's going to take that 

long of a period o f time t o do single pa r ty service. 

And sol think that shou ld be in the appli c ation 

somewhere, or at le a st 1n our mo t ion a s we approve it. 

or we shou 1 d have s o mething o n the reco rd to support 

1 9 where we're going. 

lS MS. W!EST: They d o explain the reasons 1n 

16 the i r applicati o n, their original appli c a tion, with 

17 respect to toll control. 

18 

19 

COMMTSS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

MS. WIEST : But if the r e are any [u rther 

20 questions that the Commission would li ke to ask a t thi ~ 

21 t1me , 1£ you need mo re informa tion on that, we could do 

22 that n o w. 

23 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would like t o 

2 4 know -- and this probably is n 't true o f all companies. 

25 But o f t he ones yo u're testi fy i ng for at l east, 
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3 

5 

6 

2 4 

Mr . Lee, where they're at in deploying the technolog y 

that we need to do these t wo things and what kind o f 

delay• you might expec t . Because I don·t want this to 

not go f o rward the way that i t 's been perceived that it 

should go f orward . 

MR , LEE : Sure. Okay . I mi ght r e s pond to 

7 that in general ar then 1 f the re are specific 

8 quest ions. l • d be happy to d o tha t. But the issu e o f 

9 t o ll l1mitat1o n, which l beli eve unde r the FCC 's 

1 0 desc r 1pc1on 1dcnt1f1~s a toll restriction and a toll 

l l contro l, and the issue at h and 1s in th e t ol l control, 

1 2 whi c h my ur.dera a nding is to 1nd1ca te that the end u ser 

1 3 subs c riber 1s to be able to cont r ol the am~un t o f its 

•• month l y b1!l, at whi c h time a res triction a u tomatically 

! 5 k1 c ks 1n and disall o ws a ccess to the long dsstance 

1 6 net wo rk. To my k no wledge. t he re 1s no s witch vendor in 

: 1 t he Uni t ed States t o day wh o p r ovides that capabil1ty 

t a wi t h 1r. it s s wit c h . l k now that th e vendors a r e work i ng 

! !1 on ! t. : could not s1t here with a c lear c o nscienc e 

20 a nd 1nd1 c ate that on X da t e that i would expect it will 

2l be av ..t ! l able . v1ven my ho nest opll n1 on, t wou ld doubt 

2 2 t ha t I t 's ava 1 lable t o the gene ra l population wit h in a 

23 year's time peri o d . And therein is the r eason I 

2 ~ be l ieve that SD!TC members ask ! o r the on e - year period 

2 5 bec aus e we d o n't anc1cipate 1t being avai l a ble . 
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1 The second or alternative to thal 1s a 

2 software provisi o ning of toll control. And. again. to 

l my k nowledge, there is no interface between a software 

~ system and a s witch that has that capab 1l1ty. 

s Primarily because 1t would ta ke real time rating o f a 

6 cus tomer' s usage; and because the customer control 

7 s witch intcrexchange carrier it' s choosing. there ~re a 

8 myriad of optional call plans and rate structureo that 

9 would b e app l 1ed. And. to my kno wledge. the re Just is 

10 n o technology, nor soft ware, available t o car ry out 

11 that p r ogram. 

12 

13 

1 5 

other. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And !. f I recall 

it doesn't ·· it's not permissive, ne o r the 

You rea ll y to need o do a ll of the above. 

MR. LEE: It includes both, that's correct. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I be lieve some 

17 companie s have asked the FCC for c.~rification, that 

18 sore of th!ng. And as far as l know, you might have 

:s better 1nformat~on than I do tha t that decision has not 

2G been handed down by the FCC. 

2! MR. LEE: A. : doubt j l,ave better 

22 1n(ormatlon: and. a. agree it has not been handed 

23 down , to my kno wledge. There is that clarlficat1on 

2~ procedure requeBt 1n ~ront of the FCC. 

25 COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN?ELDER : Ok ay . 
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l CHAI RMAN BURG: To my kno wledge, e verybody 

2 can o ffer toll l 1m1tat ion; right. from what we• ve had 

J to gee a general statement ? 

HR . LEE: l'm go ing to de!ine as coll 

s restriction, if I can, instead of toll llmitation, yes. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : Toll blocki ng lB what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offer that? 

8 MR . LEE: To my kno wledge, that's a true 

9 statement . 

1 0 CHA: RM,\N BURG And I guess my position 1s t o 

11 1:1e, the other really don't see, you know, since 

12 you said ll's no t available. I can't see them implying 

l 3 it o r ,ven put t!ng 1t in t o here. I think it satisfi es 

l ~ al ! o ! our needs have no problem 91v1ng the full 

: s )'C ti: o r M O :'e as . on9 as lt gees throu9h FCC, which at 

t. hi 8 ::. l ~e l:: appears .. should. So I don't see this 

p 1 n~ : ,., -,.e . .. t"'"\ -t !:':9 .. a shorte r l unit because l 

1 a den·:: th1ni< l t \it' • <o. , : nter!:ere Wlth the £TC 

2C 1 
es · ab •• shri,.:l:: 

MR :.EE l wou ld agree with that and then 

Z. wo~:d po 1n:: o~t 1n ::he appl1cat1ons the companies have 

ZZ 1nd1cated that ther wi ll 1nvest19ate and will work with 

23 ::h ... r s w1tc~ V"ndors so that when 1t doe, become 

~ . . ' avd1:able. :h,.y"r• w1ll1ng to implement. it. I thi.nk 

:~ that th~ te!ephon~ co=panies !ee l thac once 1t becomes 
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1 a vailable . it is in the public interest a nd would be 

2 very suppor tive o f that concept. 

3 CHAIRMAN BORG : With that l'll move that we 

4 gran t th e one-year wa i v e r o n toll ·· what is it 

5 called ? Toll limitation? Toll cont r ol? 

6 

7 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I 'd second 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'm going to 

8 concu r with that as long as the motion is und e r stood 

9 tha t the r e will be some fo r ma l way t o limit toll for 

10 these customers just so that everybody understands the 

ll motion. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG : I think in e ve ry applicat ion 

J3 you a greed that you can do toll restriction·· 

H MR . L6E: Right. 

1S CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

16 applications, and that co me i s s a tis fa c t o r y. 

17 MR. LEE: Thank you. 

18 CHAIRMA N BURG: Do y o u want chem as a 

19 separate motion? Okay. I'll also mo ve ·• which one do 

20 we need on this on e ? 

21 

22 June 1st. 

23 

MS. WIEST: The single party service until 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

2 ~ waiver in TC97 ·081 in the s1ngle part y requ irement 

25 until June l. 1998. 
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l COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second . 

2 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

3 MS. WIEST : Any othe r questions in 081? Do 

.; you want to 90 back now? 

5 CHAIR~AN BURG : 

6 and get these o thers. 

' 
8 

9 

MR. co:T : Wh a tever. 

MS. WlES7: We'll go back t o 068, a nd the 

ot1on 1n 068 will be f o r the one - year wa iver o n tol l 

10 cont rol 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll =ove that we grant the 

12 waiver of toll con trol 1n TC97•075. 

13 

. . . .. 
15 

! .. 

COMM ,SSIONER NELSON: I 'd eecond. 

COMM : SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. IHEST: 0 68. 

CHAlRM;..N S1JRG: I'll move we g ran t the toll 

:7 • · ! mean I'll cove we grant the waiver f o r toll 

15 l 1r::1tatlon. 

! ; MS . WlES7 : 7ol: cont r l. I'm so r ry, we h a ve 

~o ·? ~~ accura,e beca~se wha l the FCC did 1s they call 1t 

~t comb1n~d t oll cont r ol and toll bloc k ing as t o ll 

23 CHA: Rl-(AN BURG l'll ov e we gran ~ t h e wa i ver 

2 .; f or coli con tra. 1n TC97·068. 

ZS COMM ISSl ONER NELSON: Stconded. 
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2 

3 

5 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncur. 

MS . WI EST : Po r o n e yea r ? 

CHA1RMAN BURG : Yes . 

MS . WlEST: 0 69 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I ' l l keep mak i n g t h e m. 

2 9 

I ' 11 

6 mo ve we g r ant the t o ll control wai v e r in TC97·0 6 9 f o r 

7 o ne year . 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

CO MM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM fSSIO NER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncu r . 

MS . WIEST : 0 70. 

CHAI RMAN BURO : I ' ll mo ve t hat we grant t oll 

1 2 cont r o l in TC97-0 7 0 ( o r o ne y ear, t.he wa .1 ,.er f o r o ne 

1 3 y e a r . 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

COMM I SS I ONER NE~SON: Se cond it . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Con c ur . 

·~S . W' I EST : l 7 1 . 

CHAlR MAN BURO : I' ll move tha t we g r an t t o l l 

18 c ontrol, th e wa i v e r f or coll co n t r ol. 1n TC97•0 71 ! o r 

19 1 o ne yea r . 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

COMM ISS I ONER NE LSON, Seconded . 

COMM l SS TONER SCHOENFELDER : Co nc u r . 

MS. WIEST : 07 3 . 

CHAIRMA N BURC : 1 ' 11 move we gra n t t he wa i ver 

24 f o r to ll contro l 1n TC97 ·073 f o r o ne year . 

2 c; COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: S econded. 
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2 

CO MM ISS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS WIES":- : 07 <1 . 

30 

) CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'l l move we g ran t the wa iver 

~ ~o r coll control 1n TC97 -0 7 4 ! o r one yea r. 

5 COMMl SSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

6 COMMt SSiONER SCHOEN FE LDER: Concur. 

7 MS WIEST : 07 7 . 

8 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll mo ve we grant the wa i ver 

9 ! o r t o! l control 1n TC97 -0 77 f o r one year . 

!O CO MM lS SlONER NE LSON: Seconded. 

l l t:"O MM ? SS : OSER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

1 2 

I l 

MS W,E.,7 · 07 8 . 

CHA:RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the waiver 

for to': con · : o! .~ 7C97 078 ! o r one year . 

~OMM: SS I O~ER NE LSON: Seconded . 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

I' S w: Es:- 080 

CHA:R MAN BURG: And I' 11 mo ve we grant the 

:~ ~, .ve r !or t~ . ! con ~ro l :n TC97 080 f o r one year . 

: roM~: ss : o ~ ER ~ ELSON: Seconded 

L: COMM: ssco~ ER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

CHA:RMAS SUP~. We did 81; r19ht , a n d we a re 

~1 done w.t.h 8 1 

~s w: Es:

.> ,13. TC97 B• 

Any ! u rcher quest 1 · ns on 081? 
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1 MR. CO IT : We would move f or the admissi o n of 

2 the ETC request f iled by Accent, dated 6 ·17 -97, and 

3 Ex hibit No . 2 , the respo nse to staff data req uest which 

4 is d a ted 10-8 - 97 . 

5 MS . WlEST: Any objection? If not . 1 and 2 

6 have been adm i tted. Any q uestions regard i ng 08 3? 

7 CIU\IRMAN BURG: 1 ' 11 move 1·e gra n t t he t o ll. 

e the waiver for toll cont r ol in TC97 -0 B3 for o ne year. 

9 COMM I SS I ONER NELS ON: Seconded. 

10 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

11 

12 

MS. WI EST: TC 97-08 4 . 

~ ~. COI T: We mo ve for the admission of the 

13 ETC request dated 6-17 • 97, which is mark ed Exh ibit No. 

1 4 1, and we move fo r the admission of Exhib i t No. 2, t ne 

15 resp onse t o s t aff data reque s t dated 10 · 8 - 97. 

16 MS . WIEST: ~ r e there any o b j e ctions? If 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

no t . t.hey• v e been a dmitted. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we g ra nt the wa iver 

f o r t~ll control 1n TC97-08 4 f or o ne year. 

COMM lSSlONER NELSON : Seco nded. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I 'll concur. 

Does this have a s i ngle p a rty questi o n on thi s one? 

MS . WI EST : No. They said in the i r o rig inal 

applica tion that they are offe ring si ngle party service 

to all consumers. 



32 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l got a sticky on 

it. so rry . J ames Valley; right ? 

MS. W1 EST : l believ e in t he i r -- o kay . 

Yeah, that wa s Bob's question. And the r eason he had 

the question 1& tt was a ctually in the o r ig i nal 

app l icatio n . Sc if yo u look a t the o r iginal 

pp l i c ati o n o n page c wo , under question number t hree, 

they d o state that they provide single party service to 

9 al l consumero 10 their se rvi c e area. Numbe r f our down 

10 o n that l ist 

1 : CO~M ISSt O~ER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

12 MS WIEST : Than k you. Okay . Let's g o ~o 

: 1 TCq7 - 0 8 S 

H MR . CO t7 · .ie move for admitting o ( Exhibit 

l S ~o t h e ETC requ est , dated 6-17 - 37, and Exhibit No. 

:~ · n e i es p o nse ~ ~ sea~! data request dated 10-10- 97 . 

1 7 MS WIES ':' : An y o b 1ect1 o ns ? If no t, they•ve 

! 9 

;: 0 

2 ! 

: h ve the same question here w1 th 

1e spect t o quest ion n umb~ r o ne . 

MR. co :T Mr Bento n 1s availab l e t o resp ond 

:. o q ue s~ t o r. a . : be:~ev~ : s th~s Heartland ? Right? 

22 Ot, Do n , c an y o u r~spo n d t o any quest io ns ? 

:3 MR ~EE Mark has asked me to respo nd on his 

: 4 beha l f , wh1 e h w: 11 be H~art l and Commun1 c a t.ons, and 

- 5 ~h•'}' are o ~!et tng a !! si ngle . 
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l MS. WIEST: Single parcy was offered t o a ll 

2 customers? Any other questi ons concerning this 

3 d oc ket? ls there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve that we g ran t the 

s waiver f o r toll control to TC97-089 for one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

C0MM1 SS10NER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: OBS , I believe. 

CH AIRMAN BURC: Excuse me . es. 

MS . WIEST: TC9 7-086. 

MR . COI T: We move f o r the admission o f ETC 

12 request , Exhibit No. l, dated 6 - 17 - 97, and response to 

13 staff data req~ests, Exh ibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10 - 10-97. 

l. s MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ctions? If n o t, they 

:6 have been admitted. Sa me question, c an you answer 

17 that, Mr. Lee? 

18 MR. LEE: I ' m sorry, I don't have the 

:9 associated companies w!~h the e xhibit numbers. Wh1ch 

20 company are we re ferr 1ng to? 

21 MR . COI T: M1dstate . 

22 MR . LEE: They are cu r-ren tl y all pri vate line 

23 services. 

2 4 MR. COIT : Si ngle party; correct? 

25 MS. WIEST: Single party to a ll customers? 



MR . LEE : Co rrec t . 

MS . WIEST : Any o t h e r q uestion s 1n th i s 

3 doc ket? 

4 CHAlRMA N BURG: 1· 11 mo ve we grant the t o ll 

s control wa i ver 1n TC97·06 6 f o r o ne ye a r . 

7 

6 

9 

COMM ISS : ONER NELSON: I 'd seco nd 1t. 

C0MM 1SS10 NER SCHOENFELDER : Con c ur . 

MS . Wl EST : TC97 • 0 8 7. 

MR . COI T : We mo ve f o r the a d mi ssion o ( 

10 Ex h1b1t No. 1, ETC : eque s t, da t ed 6-17-97, a nd Exhibi t: 

1 1 No. z. response to sta !! d a t a r e q ues t. da ted 10· 16- 97 . 

MS . WI EST: Any o b J e c t 1ons ? If not . Ex h ibit s 
l2 

l 3 1 and 2 hav e be en adm1tt e d . 

, . . ., CHA I RMAN BURG: I' ll mov e we g rant t oll 

: s control wa1ver !n TCi7-0B7 for one yea r. 

16 

: 7 

: a 

COMM !SSl ONE R ~E LSON: I ' d s e cond i t. . 

COMMISSl ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WI ES T : Again. I'd h a ve a q u e sti o n on 

: s tt:l s one. Ri c h . 

2C MR. COI!: Mr . Lee !S r e presen:ing Ba ltic a s 

2 l ...,ell • 

22 MR. l.E:E : Ba l ti c i s cu r r e nt l y a ll private 

23 li ne . I'm sorr y , s i ngle p a rty . r shoul d use t he r i ght 

2 4 · ~rm, stngl~ p ar ty service. 

ZS 1':S. WIEST To a ll custome r s? 



MR. LEE: Correct. 

2 MS. W!EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

3 MR. COIT: We mo ve for the admi ssion of 

4 Exhibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6 ·17-97, and re s ponse 

S t o staff dat a request. which 1 s Exh ibit No. 2, whi c h 1s 

6 dated 10 - 17-97. 

7 MS. WIEST: An y objectionsi If not, Ex hib;ts 

e land 2 have been admitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' l l mo v e we grant a waiver 

10 o n t oll control in TC97 - 088 f or one year. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

12 

13 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFSLOER: Concur. 

M~. WIEST: Can you answer my question on 

l ~ this one , Mr . Lee ? 

1S MR . LE£ : Company name, please ? 

16 MS . WIEST: East Plains. 

17 

18 ser v ice. 

19 

20 

MR. LEE: Currently is al l single party 

MS. WIEST: Than k you . 

MS. WIEST : T-~7- 089. 

2 1 MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ss ion of 

22 Exhibit No. l. which is the ETC request dated 6 -17-97, 

23 and the adm ission of Exhi b it No . 2, whi c h is a r e sponse 

24 to sta f f d ata req uest, dated 1 0- 21 - 97 . 

2S MS. WI EST : Any obj e ct i o n s? If not, they've 
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l been admitted. Same question . 

2 MR . COIT: I don't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representing Western today. What did they s ay in 

4 the response? 

5 MS . WIEST: Th ey s a id Western Telephone 

6 of fers single party service. My ques t ion is d o they 

7 of fer to every c u sto~ - r again? 

8 MR . COIT: Well 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST: Can you do a l ate -filed on t ha t ? 

MR . COIT: We c an do an af fidavit on that 

ll one . I guess. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waiver 

13 o n t o l l control for TC97-089 fo r one yea r. 

14 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d s e cond it. 

15 

16 

17 

CO MM lSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Let's go o n to TC97 -090 . 

MR . COJT: We move f o r the admission o f 

1S Exh1b!t !'lo. 1. which 1s the ETC request da ted 6-17-97, 

19 and Exhtblt No. 2. which 1s the r esponse t o staff data 

20 request dated 10-2 ~ - 97 . 

21 MS . W! ZST : Any o b j ection? I f not. they've 

22 been admit ted . Any questions concerning this d ocket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve that we grant a 

2 4 wa iver o n toll control 1n TC97-090 f or one yea r . 

25 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: !'d second it . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 092. 

MR. CO IT: We move for the admission of 

3 7 

4 Exhib i t No . l, wh i ch i s the ETC request o f Kennebec 

5 Telepho ne c o mpany dated 6 - 18 - 97, and mo ve f o r the 

6 admi ssi o n o f Exh i bi t No. 2, whic h is the response t o 

7 s t aff data r eq uest dated 1 0- 10 - 97. And I wo uld not e 

e that Mr . Ro d Bauer is here to respo nd to any q ues t ions 

9 tha t the Commissi o ners o r staff ma y have concern i ng 

10 t hei r r eques t. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any questions c o n c ern i ng this 

12 d oc ke t? ! f no t, d o yo u have a motion ? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit bo th those ? 

l , MS. WI EST : I' m s o rry, I did no t. I Wil l 

15 admit Exh ibit Nu mbers l and 2 . 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo v e that we g rant a 

:7 wat ver o n t oll contro l i n TC9 7- 092 f o r o ne year . 

18 CO MM lSS l ON£ R NE LSON: I'd s econd i t. 

: 9 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. Wi £S7 : TC97-0 9J . 

21 MR. COIT : We would move f or the admiss i on o f 

2 2 Ex hibit No . 1 , whic h is the ETC request of Jeffersoo 

23 Tele pho ne Company, dated 6·18·97, and mo ve also for t he 

24 admis s ion o f Ex h1b 1 t No. 2 , response to staff data 

25 r e q uest, wh i ch is d a ted 1 0- 10-97. And I would note 
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l tha t Mr . Dick Connors 1s a va il able to answer any 

2 questions conce r ning the Je ff e r son request. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any o b j ection to t he e xhibits? 

4 I ! not, they ' ve been admitted. 

S concern ing th1s docket? 

Any quest i ons 

6 CHAtRMAS BURG : I' ll move wt gra nt a wa i ver 

7 f o r toll control 1n TC97 -0 93 for o n e y e ar . 

8 COMMI SSIONER NE LSON : I'd second i t. 

9 CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97 -0 9 4 . 

ll MR. CO?T: We'd move for the admission of 

12 Ex h1b1t No. l , wh i ch is the ETC reques t da t ed 6- 1 9·97, 

l ) and move for the admission of Exhibit No. 2, which ii 

1, the response to data request dated l O· l S-97. 

IS MS. WIEST: Any objectio n to Ex hib its l and 

16 2? If not, those e x h1b1ts have been admi t ted. Do you 

: 7 

18 

19 

20 

2: 

22 

2l 

2~ 

25 

h1ve any witnesses for this one? 

MR COlT: Mr . Lee is available for both 

Sully Buttes and Ven:ure . 

~ S WIES7 : Jus t h a d a question, I guess, 

conce rning s:ngl e party service beca use in this o ne it 

does say should !ac1l1t1es not allo w immediate singl e 

party service, Sul:y B~t tes ma y o ffer mulc1-part y 

service un til the ! a c1litjes are restored or install ed 

to allow !or single party service. Has that occurred 
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l in the past? 

2 A. Currently Sully Buttes Telepho ne b a s n o 

J multi - line . The fact is all single party service. l 

4 thin k they added t hat l angua ge such tha t i f there were 

5 a disaste r t hat t hey had t o re spond to, they wa nted to 

6 rese rve the r igh t to o f fer par ty line under the 

7 emergency basis only. But t hey have fo r a number of 

8 years been all single party ser vice. 

9 MS . wrEST: Any other q uestions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll movy we g ra nt a wa iver 

11 on toll control for TC97-09 4 f o r o ne year. 

12 COMMTSS I ONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

13 COMM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Well, I 'll 

1.; concur. 

15 MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

16 MR. COTT: We woul d move f or t he admission of 

17 ETC , Exh1bit No. l, dated 6-19 - 97, and admission of 

18 Exhibit No . 2, r e sponse to dat a request dated 

19 10-15-97. I would point o ut that I bel ieve that there 

20 mi ght be an i s sue w1 th respecr to single party service 

21 wa i ver 1n this case as well. 

22 MS. WIEST: R1ght. At this time are there 

23 any object ions to Exhibit 1 and 2? If not, they've 

2 4 been admit t ed . Yes. And it would appear they would 

25 need a waiver. And my question f o r apparently they 



1 have three multi-part y cus tomers and they plan t o 

2 insta ll single pa rty serv ice during the 1 98 8 

3 const ruct i o n season. So I gue ss my question is 

.; 0 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a wa i ver. 

S do:ng so at this time 7 

Are you 

6 MR. corT: Yes, we would on thei r beha l f . 

7 And l think Mr. Lee would be able co respond co 

8 questions on c hat. I assume s o anyway . 

9 MR. LEE: sure. But tha t would be co rrect, 

10 we do need a wa ive r . 

11 acceptable co us. 

The same June l date would be 

MS. w: EsT , June l, o kay. 

13 CHAIRMAN BURC: I'll move we grant a waiver 

! ~ ·- single par ~y serv!ce to J u ne l, 1998, tn TC97-09S. 

:s 

16 

: 7 concur. 

:a 

COMM! SStONE R NELSON: r would second that . 

CONMtSSlOXE R SCHOENFELDER : Sure. I• 11 

CnAlRMAS BURC : And l' 11 also move that we 

:i grdct a ~ a:v~r : o = : o!l con trol oc TC9 7-09S for one 

20 yea r . 

COMM! SS:ONER ~E LSON: I • d second i t . 

COMX!SS,ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concur. 

23 MS . WtES7 : TC97·096 . 

MR . co ;T , I move f o r the adm1ssion of ETC 

2S ' request, Exh ibit No. l , dated 6-19-97, a nd move for 11;he 
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1 a dmission of Exhibi t No. 2, response to d a t a request 

2 dated 10-10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objec ti ons? I f n o t, they' v e 

4 been admitted . Any quest ions conce r ning th i s d oc ket ? 

s CHAIRMAN BURO : !'11 move we grant a waiver 

6 on toll control i n TC97 -0 95 for o ne year . 

7 COMMISS I ONER NELSON : I ' d second i t. 

a COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur. 

9 MS . WIEST: TC97-097. 

1 0 MR. COIT : We move for the admission of 

ll Exhibit No. l, ETC request, dated 6 - 19 - 97, and Exhibit 

12 No. 2, respo nse t o data request dated 10-10-97 . 

13 MS. WtEST: Any OPjectior.s? If not, they've 

1 4 been admitted. Does anybody have , ~y q uest ions 

15 conce rn ing this doc ke t? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we gra nt a waive r 

17 for toll con t r ol in TC97-097 for one year . 

18 COMM( SS ! ONER NELSON: r·d second it. 

19 CO MM ISS!ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97 -0 98. 

21 MR. CO IT : We mo ve for th~ admissio n o f ETC 

22 request dated 6·1 9-97 , which is ma rked Exhibit No. :. 

23 and admission o f Ex h i bit No. 2 , which is the response 

2~ to da ta request dated 10-14-97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any object i on t o Exhibits 1 and 



2? If not, they've been admi tted . Are there any 

2 ques t ions concern ing t hi s d oc ket ? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

4 wa iver ! or toll control in TC97-098 f or o ne year . 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMl SSlO~ ER SCHOEN FELDER : Concu r . 

MS . W ! ES:': TC97·099. 

MR . COI T: We cove f o r the admission o f 

9 Exh ibit No. l. which 1s t he ETC dated 6·19 -97 , and 

10 adm1ss1on o f Exhlb!t No. 2, which 1s the response to 

:1 data requrst dated 10·9-97. 

12 !i! S W!ES7: Any obJ ecti on? l f not, they've 

13 been admitted . I have the sa me question o n this o ne . 

14 :'he q~est1 o n 1s do we have sing le pa r ty s erv ice, and 

! S tne answer!& yes~ 

lb 

~. 
'" . 

MR . co: 7 : Mr . ~ee, are you here ! or Rober ta 

Cocn ::y or not ., 

MR LEE : No. 

7nen we p r obab!y need to handle 

suppos,L b)· the a!!1dav1t . 

~s ~ :ES7 Okay . 

M? ~EE : Rich. are we t a l king about Robe rts 

:3 Co .... :-.:.y or 

MR . C0 ! 7 . Roberts County. 

?-!P :..££ ! : kno w Crom a nother source ot her 



l than this that a s manage r of t h e Sou t h Dakot a 

2 Association o f Telepho ne Co-ops and the d a i ly requ ~st s 

3 we've had there that they do. in fact. provide a ll 

4 single p a rty service throughou t Robet ts Coun ty Co- op. 

5 i f tha t will suff ice f or your informati o n here . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: Is that sufficient? 

MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waive r 

10 fo r toll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r o ne year . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMlSSIONER NELSON : I ' d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENPELOSR: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-100. 

MR. CO IT: We move f or the admlss ion of 

15 Exhibit ~o. l, wh1ch is the ETC request d a ted 6-19-97, 

16 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to data 

17 r e quest dated 10-9-97. 

18 MS. WlEST : An y ob jection? l f not. they' ve 

19 been admitted . Same question on this o ne. 

20 

21 

MR. LEE : I don ' t kno w the answer . 

MR. COIT, The re 1s -- Mr . Lee is not he re 

22 representing RC Commun1ca t1ons today, so 1 suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal wi th tha t with a late-filed e xh ibit 

2, 1f t hat's o kay. 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay. 
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CH;". IRHAN BURG : I ' ll mot e we g rant a wa iver 

2 

) 

s 

6 

f o r t o ll contro . i n TC97· 1 00 f o r o ne y e a r . 

COHK ISSI ONER NELSON: I ' d second it 

COMM t ss : o s ER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

MS. WIEST . TC97 · 1 01 . 

MR . co :7 We mo ve f o r t h e a d mi ss ion o f 

7 Ex h i bit No . : . whi c h is t h e £TC r equest dated 6 - 1 9·97, 

e a nd £ x h1b1 t So. 2 , respo ns e c o s ta ff data request d a t ed 

9 l O· l <; -97. 

MS. W?EST : Any o b j e c tio n ? If n o t, they've 
l O l 
:1 b een a d:a t ted . Any qu es t i o ns con c erni ng th i s d o c k e t? 

CHA: RMI-N BURG : I ' l l mo ve we g rant waiver f o r 

, . . , · o:: con t :-o : in 7 C97· 10 1 ( o r o ne yea r . 

COMM ISS : On ER ~ ELSON: I ' d s e cond 1t. 

: s COMMl SS : o n ER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

. " ~ S W!ES7 7 C9 7 - : 0 2 . 

MR. CO l7 · We mo v e ! o r t he a d mi s si o n o f 

: ., Exh.011: :: o .. w!n c h !S the ETC d a t e d 6 - 19- 97. an d 

! 9 Exr.:b . :. No : . w~: cr. : s a respo nse t o da t a r eques t 

-' ,. . !'!S . lo. ! ES7 

22 h a v e Deen ad ~ :cte d 

:.!3 doc ,; e:., 

1-n y o b J e c t1ons? I ! not , l and 2 

Any q u es t! o n s conce r n i ng t hi s 

2.; CHA: R..,.A!, BURG: I'll mov e we g ra nt a wa i ve r 

2~ f o r tol l cont r o l in TC9 7· 10 2 f o r o n e yeat . 



1 a dmission of Exhibit No. 2, response to data request 

2 dated 10-10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If no t, they've 

4 been admitted . Any quest ions concern i ng this d ocke t? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we gra nt a waiver 

6 on toll cont r ol i n TC97-0 9~ for one year . 

7 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

8 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

9 

10 

MS . WIEST: TC97·097. 

MR. COIT: We move fo r the admission of 

11 Exhibi: No. l, ETC request, dated 6 · 19 - 97, and Exhibit 

12 No. 2, resp o nse to da t a request dated 10-10 - 97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any obJections? If not, they've 

1 4 been admitted . Doe s anybo dy have any questions 

15 concerning this d oc ket ? 

16 CHA I RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa1ver 

17 for toll control in TC97 ·09 7 f o r one year . 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

19 

20 

21 

CO MM !SStONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur . 

MS . W: EST: TC97 ·098. 

MR . CO!T : We move for the admiss ion of ETC 

22 r equest da t ed 6- 19 · 97, wh ic h is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admissi o n o f Exhibit No. 2, which i s the response 

2 4 to data reques t n ated l 0- 1 4 - 97. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits land 



l 2? I f n o t, they'v e been admit ted . Ar e there any 

2 ques tions conce rning th i s docket ? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move that we g ran t a 

~ waiv e r for t oll control i n TC97 -09 8 f o r o ne year . 

s 

6 

7 

6 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd seco nd it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n-::u r . 

MS. W!EST: TC97-0 99 . 

MR . COI T : We move f o r the adm i ssio n o f 

9 Ex h 1b l t No. : , wh1ch 1s the ETC dated 6 · 19 - 97, and 

10 admission o ! Ex hibit No. 2, whic h 1s the respo nse to 

: 1 data request dated 10-9-97. 

l 2 MS W! EST: Any obj e ction? rf not , t hey've 

13 been a dmitted. r ha ve the same questi o n on this o ne. 

l ~ The question ~s do we have singl e party service, and 

: s the ans wer lS yes ' 

MR . COJT: Mr . Lee, are yo u here f or Roberts 

: , Co~nty o r not? 

MR LEE : !'Jo. 

!9 MR CO :T Tnen we probably need to h andle 

2 0 :.r. · , : suppose. by ::he a!:f1d avic . 

21 ~ S . .: ! ES7 . Okay . 

22 Rich, a re we calk1ng about Roberts 

23 co.in ~y o r 

C0!7 · Roberts Coun ty . 

25 1 know from anot her sou r c e o ther 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

: 4 
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than this that as ma nager o f the South Dakota 

Association of Te l ephone Co-ops and the daily req uest s 

we've had there that the y do, in fact, provide al l 

s i ng le pa r t y service throughout Ro berts Cou nty Co-op . 

i f t hat will suffi c e for your in f o t m~ tion here . 

MS. WIEST : ls t hat suffi cient ? 

MS . CREMER: That's su ffi cient. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant a wa i ver 

for toll cont r ol in TC97 ·099 for o ne year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd s econd i t. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . W!EST : TC97-l00. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the adm~ss :or. o ~ 

15 Exhibi t No . l, which is ~he £TC request dated 6-19 - 97, 

16 and adm~ssion of Exh1bit No . 2, response t o da ta 

17 request dated 10-9-97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any objec tion ? If not, they 've 

19 been admitted. Same q uesti on on t h is one. 

2 0 MR . LEE : I don't know t he answer . 

MR . CO IT : There i s -- Mr . Lee is not here 

22 representing RC Communications today. so I suspect 

23 we ' ll have to deal with that with a lat e - f iled exhibit 

2 ~ 1f that's o kay. 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay. 



l 

2 

) 

s 

6 

CHAIRMAN BURG: r· ll move we g r ant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97·100 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM: SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS WIEST. 

MR. C0 :7 

TC97- 1 0 1 . 

We move :or the admiss ion o ! 

7 Exh1b1t No. l. wn1ch 1s the ETC requ e st dated 6-19·97, 

8 and Ex h1b1t No. 2. respo nse to sta~f data reques t dated 

.. lO l~·97 . 

10 MS WI EST : An.y obJection? I( not. they've 

11 been ad-1tted . Any questions concerning this docket? 

:2 

. . ... 

! 7 

CHAtRMAN BUPG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

to!: cont r o! 1n 7C97-101 f o r one year. 

Exnib1t No 

COMM: ss:ONER ~ELSON: I'd secor.d 1t. 

COMM ISSi ONER SCHOENFELO~R Concur. 

MS W: ES7, TC"7 - 102. 

MR . cc: . we move ro r the adm1ss1on o ! 

. . which :s ~ne ETC dated 6- 19·97, and 

:~ Exh1b.~ No : . wn. ~~ :s a response to data reques· 

. ... 
2 5 

~s. w:::s:- Any obJ e ct 1ons? l f not, l and 2 

Any quest.ions conce rn1 ng this 

CHA: R~A ~,: BURCi · I'll move we grant a waiver 

! ot coll cont r o l :n TC9 7- 102 f o r one year. 



4 S 

1 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

2 COMMt SSIO~ ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

3 MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 MR. COIT: we move for the admission of ETC 

s request, Ex h ibit No .. l, dated 6- 19-97, a nd admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 2. response to data request dated 10·14•97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, Exhib1ts 

8 land 2 have been admitted. An y questions concerning 

9 this docket:? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g rant a waiver 

11 for toll con trol in TC97 - 10S for one y e ar. 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97-l0 8 . 

1S MR. COIT: We mov e for t.!e admission of ETC 

16 request. Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-23-97, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data 

18 request dated 1 0 -1 4 -97. 

19 MS. WIEST : Any obJection? If not, Exhibits 

20 1 and 2 have been admit ted. Same question . Can you, 

21 Mr . L~e. answer that one? ls that single party serv i .e 

22 ava ilable for 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR . C01T: Fo r Fa ith. 

MR. LEE : I do not represent them, l'm sor ry. 

MR . CO IT : We woul d request permission t o 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

prov id e that vio aff idavit. 

MS. WIEST : Oki\y . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we gra nt a wa ive r 

f o~ toll control 1n TC97·108 for one year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR. COlT : We mo ve f or the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No. 1, ET- request dat ed 6·2S·97, a nd Exh i b i t 

,0 No. 2, response to data re quests dated 10-9-97. 

1 ., 

: C 

... 
• • 
.... . . 

MS. W!ES7 : Any obJ ect. ion? I! not, they've 

: have the same queot1on on th1s one. 

MR. C0 ~7 : 7h.1s 1s Armour. Bill Haugen c a n 

MR HAUOE1'1: \*es. I c a n answ,ar ~hat. 

BILL HAUGEN , JR, , 

ca:! ed as a w,tness. being flrst duly s worn. 

J as exa~:n•d a,.d test1!1ed as follows: 

E>:bM:SAT: ON 

Good !:f!rr:oon 

"IS. ;; ,ES7 And , woul d Just l: ~e to ask you 

t! you curr•ntly provide single party e~rv1ce to all o f 

23 y c ~r cua~omers 1~ your a~ea . 

Single party servi c e 1s 

• ~ ! .i \" .l • _._a_o_ ._e_:_o __ a_._·_-_~ __ o_,._=-__ c_u_s_t_o_m_e_r_s_1_n __ A_r_m_o_u_r __ 1_n_d_e_p_e_n_d_e_n___it 



1 Telephone Compa n y service area . It has been since the 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

1 3 

14 

: 5 

16 

17 

18 

! s 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

l ate seve nt i e s. 

MS. WIEST: Are there any o thers questi on" o f 

this witness? Thank y ou. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move 1e grant a wa i ver 

f o r toll control 1n TC97 · 113 for o ne y e n r . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

CO MM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c ur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97•114. 

MIL COIT: We move f o r t he admissi o n of ETC 

request of the Bri d ge wa t er - Canistota Telephone Company. 

which 1s dated 6· 25 - 97, t hat's Exhibit No. l. And a lsc 

move for the admissi o n oC Exhibit No. 2, which is 

respo nse t o data requests o ! staff dated 10-9-97. And 

Mr. Haugen 1s here a s we ll to respond to a ny quest ions 

1n thi s doc ket . 

MS . WIEST : F irst o f a l l, any obj e c ti on t o 

Exhibits l a nd 2? If not, they've be<?n admit ted . And 

I wou ld ask the same ques~1on . 

MR . HA UG EN : Single party se rv ice 1s 

available to a ll the customers in the 

Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any o ther qu estions 

24 o f this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN B'URG : I'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 
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f or toll contro l 1n TC97·11 4 for one year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMM:SSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST : TC97 · 1 1S . 

MR . COI T : We wo u ld move the adm ission o f 

6 Exhibit No. l, t he ETC request o f Union Te le phone 

7 Cor,ipa ny, dated f·:?S-97. and Exhibit No. 2, respons e t o 

e dat a r equest wh1 ch 1s dated 10-9-97. 

9 MS. WIES':": Any o b J e c t1on? If not. Exhibits 

I 0 land 2 have been admitted . And I would ask the same 

1 1 question 1n th1a doc ke t. 

12 MR. HAUCEN: Single party service 1a 

: 3 ava ilable to a ll the cue t omers i n the Union Telepho ne 

l~ rompan y servi ce area. Hartford and Wall Lak e Excha nge s . 

aq in. has been 01nce l at e sevent i es . 

MS WIEST· Than k you. Any o ther quest1ons 

:7 o : this witness? 

CH,'\ I RMA N BURC: l'll move we grant a wa iver 

!• for Loll reaLr1 ct1on :n 7 C~7 llS f o r one year. 

2 t, COMM! SS : CGER NELSON: I · d second It. 

COMMISS I ON ER SCHOENFELDER : Concur 

22 MS. W;ES7 Thank you. TC97-ll7. 

2 • MR CO : T : We move f o r tne admission of 

~.; Exh1b1:. No. l. E'rC :equest dated 6·30-97. and Exh:.bit 

~S So ~. r,•spo~se to data r eques t dated 10- 14 -97. 
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1 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd s e cond it. 

2 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

3 MS . WIEST: TC97-105. 

4 MR . COIT: we move for the admission of ETC 

s request, Exhibit No. l, dat ed 6- 1 9-97 , and admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 2. response to data request dated 10-14-97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any ob jection? If not, £xhib1tG 

a 1 a nd 2 have been admitted. Any quest ions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant a wa i ver 

11 for toll control in TC97 · 105 for one year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENPELDER: Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97-108. 

15 MR. COIT: We move fort .le adm ission of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No. l, dated 6-23-97, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, resp onse to sta ff data 

18 request dated 10 -1 4 ·97. 

19 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, Exhibits 

20 1 and 2 have been admit ted. Sa me question. Can you, 

21 Mr . Lee, answe r that one? Is that single pa rty serv ic e 

22 available for 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. COIT: F o r Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do not r epresent them, l 'm sor:y. 

MR . CO IT : We woul d request permission t o 



l 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

p1 o v1de that v ia aff i dav it . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN Bt!J RG: I' l l move we gra nt a waiver 

f or toll control i n TC97 -l0 8 fo r o n e year. 

COMMISSfONER NELSON: I'd sec o nd it . 

CQMMISS i ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 11 3. 

MR. COI T : We mov e f o r the admission o f 

9 Ex hibi t No. l, ET- request d a t ed 6·25 -97 , a nd Exhibi t 

10 No. 2 . r espons e to data requests dated 1 0- 9 - 97. 
• 1 
~ . MS. WJES7 : Any o b j ection? If not . they• ve 
12 been adm1: c ed . 

l have the s ame quest 1on o n t his o ne . 
: .l ~ R. COIT: This 1s Armou r . Bil l Haug en c an 
. , r•opond to you r quest~on . 

: s 

: 7 

:o 

20 

~ R. HAUGEN: Yes, I c an a nswe r tha t. 

B~LL HAOGEN , JR . , 

c alled as a w1tness, b e i ng ! 1 rst duly s wo rn, 

MS. I.: £ST : 

EXAMI KATI ON 

Good aEtern oon . 

And ! woul d Jus t l: ke co ask you 

:~ :t you cu rren ly prcv~d e singl e party s e rvice c o all of 

23 yo~r cus:o~ers 1n you r are a . 
., . _, 

~F H,\UG E1' : Single pa rty se rv i c e is 

:s ava:.ab:e to a !l o f ou r custome rs 1n Armou r Independent 



1 Telep hone Company serv ice area . 

2 l a te sevent ies. 

lt has been s1nce the 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any o thers ques tion• o ! 

4 this witness? Tha n k you . 

s CHAIRMAN BURG: l"ll move ,e grant a wa i ver 

6 ! o r toll con trol 1n TC97-l ll f o r o ne yea r . 

7 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97- ll 4 . 

8 

9 

10 MR. COIT : We move for the admiss i on of ETC 

ll request o f the Bridge wa t er - Canisto ta Telephon e Company, 

12 wh1ch is dated 6-2S-97. that·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

13 move for the admission o f Exhibit No. 2. which is 

14 response to data requests o r staf f d a ted 10 - 9 - 97. And 

l S Mr . Haugen iu here as well to respond to any questions 

16 1n this docket . 

17 MS . wrEST : First o f al l. any obJ e ct1on to 

18 £xh1b1ts land 2 ? !f not, they've been admitted And 

19 I wo u l d as k the same q u esti o n . 

20 MR. HAUGE~ : S1ngle pa rty se rv ice 1s 

21 available to all the custome r s in t h e 

2 2 Br1d9ewate r - Caniutota Excha nge s. 

2 3 MS . WIEST : Thank you. Any other que stions 

2 4 of this witness? 

2 S CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 



,; e 

l !or toll cont r ol 1n TC97-1 14 tor one year . 

2 

l 

s 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second 1t. 

COMM! SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 11S. 

MR . COIT : We w uld move the adm iss~on of 

6 Exh1bn; No. l. the ETC request o f Union Telephone 

7 Co mpany . dat.ed f·2S - 97, .and Exhibit No. 2, response t o 

e data request which 1s d ated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

1 0 

! l 

12 

MS. WI EST: Any obje c tion? tf n o t, Exhibits 

land 2 have been admitted. 

question 1n th 1s d o c ket . 

And I would ask the s ame 

MR. IIAUCES : Single party service is 

13 available t o all the customers i n the Union Tel e phone 

l 4 Company servi c e area. Hartford and Wa ll Lake Ex changes. 

: s aq a1n . has bee n s i nc e late seventies. 

MS . WIES T : :-ha nk yo u. Any o ther questi o ns 

:1 o : Ln1 s witnes s ? 

18 CHA : ? V.AS BURG , I 'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

! o r to l l rest.r1 c t1 o n 1n TC~7- 11 S f o r one year . 

20 COMM :ss:CNER NE ~SON: r·d seco nd it. 

' . COMM:ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

.., " -- Thank you . MS . W:EST : TC9 7- ll7 . 

1-(R C0!7 We ~o ve f o r t"e a dm1ssi o n o f 

Ex h10 1t No. ' .. E7C request dat e d 6 · 30 -97, and Exh1b1t 

- S So. ~ . rvspo nse to data request dated 10- 14 - 9 7. 



l MS . WIEST: Any o b j ecti o n? If not , Exh i b i t s 

2 land 2 have been admi tted . Any question s concerning 

3 th i s d o cke t ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l l mo ve we gran t a wa i ver 

S f o r t oll control in TC97· 117 for on< year . 

6 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: r·d ne cond lt. 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Co nc ur . 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 121 . 

MR . CO I T: We mo ve f o r the admiss ion o f 

10 Exh i b it I-lo . 1. t he ETC request o f Kadoka, dated 7 -3- 97, 

11 and the adm is s ion o f Ex h i bit No . 2 , respo nse t o data 

12 r e q uests dated 10- 28·97. 

13 MS . WIEST : Any obj e c ti o ns t o Exhib i ts 1 a nd 

2? I f not , they' ve been adm il. tcd . 

conc"t.,ing this doe,ce ? 

Any q u f' &t ions 

16 CH AIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt a wa iver 

l7 f o r toll control 1 n TC97- 121 ! o r o ne year . 

:a COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I' 11 second lt. 

19 CO MM ISSIONERS HOENPELOER . Concur . 

MS. WIEST TC? 7 · 12 5. 

21 MR. COIT. We'd move for t he adm1oa1on 0 £ £TC 

22 request, Exhibit No. 1 . d a t e d 7-7-97 , a n d Exhib i t No . 

23 2. resp o nse to d a t a r eque s t o f staff , wh ic h i s da t ed 

2 4 10· :19-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any obj e c ti o n t o Exh i b i t s l and 



1 2? I f not, they've been admitted . Any ques tions 

2 conce rn ing this docke t ? 

so 

J CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

4 for toll control 1n TC97·l 2S f o r o ne year . 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM? SS10NER SCHOENFE~DER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 • 130. 

MR . COIT, We would move !or the admissi o n o f 

9 Exhib1t No. l, the ETC request dated 7-10·97, and 

1 0 ~xh1bit No . 2, the r espons e to data request dated 

lt 10· l4 · 97 . 

MS. WIEST : Any objec t. ion to Exhibits land 

!l 2 ? l f no t. they ' ve b een 1dml.t.ted . Any questions 

14 cwn c ern1ng this d oc ~er ? 

CHAI RMAI\ BURG· l'll move we grant a wa ive r 

1~ ! o r • o ll co~ t: ol ln TC9 7 130 ( or one year . 

17 COM~ ! SS ! ONER NELSON: I wo uld sec ond IL . 

18 

2 0 

2 ! 

COMM l SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS W!ES7 TC97- 1 J l . 

MR. co :7 We would mo ve th e admission of £TC 

r-qu~st Exh1b1t No :. w~1 r h 18 dated 7 - 10 - 97, and 

1 : Exh1b1~ Ho 2 , respo ns~ t o data request da ted 10-1 4 · 97 . 

23 MS WlEST Any obJec t lon to Exhib1ts 1 and 

: .; '17 lf no t, they ' ve been a dnntt.e d . Any questions 

. ~ con·~~n 1nq thie d o~ ~~- ~ 
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1 CHAIR~AN BURG: I' ll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 to r toll control i n TC97 - 131 for one year. 

3 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur . 

S MS. WI EST: TC97-l54 . 

6 MR. COtT : We would move into t he reco rd 

7 Exhibit No. 1, the ETC request , dated 9 - 10 - 97, and also 

8 Exh1b1t No. 2 , t he respo nse t o data r q uest dated 

9 1 0-16 - 97. 

MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ct i o n t o Exh i b it land 10 

ll 

12 

2? lf not, they have been adm i tted. Let's see, o n 

t h is o ne th is was o ne o f a couple that no time peri o d 

13 was requested for the waiver. l assume you still want 

1 ~ 

1S 

the one yea r ? 

MR. CO IT: Mr . Barfie ld i s here. He coul d 

16 respond . 

17 River. 

18 

He's Mr. Bob Ba rf ield, ma nager for West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa i ver but th is 1s 

l9 one of the fe w o nes that didn't a s k f or o ne year , a s 

20 fa r as I can see, or any time peri o d. Sol was 

21 wondering i f the re wa s any di ffe rent tlme per iod tha t 

22 was being requesLed. 

23 BOB BAR FIBLD, 

2 ~ called as a witness, being f irst d uly s worn. 

2S wa s examined and test i f i ed is f ollows: 

I 

. 
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1 EXAMINATION 

2 MR. BARFIELD : I n resp onse to you r q uestio n , 

3 s t nce t h e vendor d o es not have a date, a s f ar as we 

4 k no w, at t h i s ti me t o p r o vide thi s. tha t 's the rea s o n 

s we di dn ' t a s k ( o r a c e r t ai n time p ~ r lod on the wa i v er . 

6 

7 

MS . WI EST : But we will need a t1me pe r i od . 

MR. CO I T . Wo ul d you b e wil l i ng t o a ccept the 

8 o ne - yea r time peri o d t h a t i s be i n g g ran t e d to o ther 

9 c o mp an i es ? 

1 0 MR . BARF I ELD: We s u re woul d . 

! l CHAIRMAN BURG: And l th ink the tho ught 

1 2 behind i t is i f there st i ll i sn ' t a ny s o lu tion, then i t 

13 woul d be r enewe d o r we 'd r equest. Wi th thar, I'll mov e 

14 t hat we g r a n t a wai v er f o r t oll con t r o l i n TC97·15 4 f o r 

IS <.>ne ye a r . 

17 

: 9 

COMM I SS : ONER NELSON: l wo uld second it . 

CO MM I SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc ur . 

MS WIES:' , Le t · s g o t o TC97· 1SS. 

19 MR COI T . We woul d req uest a dm1ss1 o n o f 

20 Exh1 b 1t No. t , wh ~ch 1a t he ETC reques t o f Mo bridge 

21 7e :ecomrnun1 ca t 1o ns , whic h 1s dated 9 · 10- 9 7 , a nd a lso 

2 - Ex h 1b1 t No. 2. whi c h 1s the res p onse c o d a t a r equ e st 

23 d t e d 10- : 6 -97 

MS W?ES T An y ObJ CCt , o n ? If not, Ex hi bi ts 

a nd~ h av e be~ n a dmi tted . And I wou ld have t he s ame 
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questio n with respe ct to the length o f t he waiver. 

MR. BARFIE LD: And the respo nse would be the 

same . We wou ld ask f o r a year on the wa ive r . 

MS . W! EST : Thank yo u. Any ethe r q uest ions? 

CHA I RMAN BURG: Wi th tha t l 'l l move tha t we 

6 g r an t a wa i ve r on tol l con t r ol in TC9 7 -1SS fo r o ne 

y ea r . 7 

8 

9 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd i t . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I concur. 

10 MS. WIEST : Thank you . Le t 's skip t o 

11 TC97-l67. 

12 MR . CO IT: l wo u l d j ust not e tha t Three Ri ver 

13 Telco i s no t an SD lTC me mber company, s o I' m not really 

1 4 he re today t o represen t Three Ri ver Te lco. 

1 S MS. WIEST : ~obod y l s here? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG: Do we have any questio ns o n 

17 it , o r d o we have t o have representatio n ? 

18 MS. WIEST : Somebo dy needs t o mo ve it 1n . 

19 MR. CO IT : Well , if you're look i ng f o r a 

20 body , I guess I c an serve a s the body . 

21 MS . CREMER: Otherwi se, l c an mo ve to admi t 

2 2 t he t wo e x h i b i ts, Number l , 10· 10·97 , the reques t fo r 

23 ETC, and 1 1 - 7 - 97, the amended -- o h, I ' m s o rry , t ha t 's 

24 us We s t . Le t me try t h at aga i n . 10·16 o f '97 i s ~he 

-S reques t and l l- l l-97 i s t he ame nded request , a nd I 
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2 

woul d ask chat they be admitted 1n . 

MS . WtEST: Any obJection? 

S4 

If no t, they've 

3 been admitted Are there any ques t ions corcerning this 

docket ? I would note that their a pplication does 

S req~est a ~a 1ver ! o r one peri o d {or toll control. 

6 CH.;IRMAN BURG: There isn't a question on the 

7 single party l ine, though, is the re ? 

8 

10 

11 

12 

l:1 

MS WlE ST : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURO· I'll move we grant a waive r 

for t ol l control ~n TC9 7· 16 7 f or one year . 

COMMI SSI NER NELSON : 1 • d second. 

COMM1SS10NER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS WIEST At this time d1d you want to go 

· o US WPst , o r 1s Harlan g o ing t o speak t o these 

1S doc kets ? 

? 7 

15 

:o 

21 

23 

MS CREMER 

MS w: E:ST 

we •:1 f1 n1s h up these !lrst. 

Okay 

(STAFF ' S EXH!BlT NO. 1 WA S MARKED FOR 

8 .ARLAN BEST , 

c a ll ed as a w itne ss, being first duly s wo rn. 

wa s e xa~sne d and test.1!1ed as f o ll o ws : 

P!REC7 EXA~INATI ON 

2 .; I SY MR . HOS ECK: 

Would you state your name f o r the reco rd , 



l please . 

2 

3 

4 

A. 

Q . 

A . 
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Ha rlan Best. ,. 
And what is your job? 

I am deputy direc t or o f fi xed u t ili t ies for 

5 the PuDlic Utilities Commission , South Dakota. 

6 o. And have you been present in t he hear i ng r oom 

7 t his a ft ernoon for the hearing on t ' ese applications? 

8 

9 

A . 

o. 

Yes . 

And have you had the oppor t unity to r eview 

10 the c aptio n in the notice o f this hearing wh ich lists 

11 the cases which are before the Commission on this date? 

1 2 

13 

A . 

Q . 

f es . 

And are you fami li ar wit h the applications in 

1 4 each of t hese c ases? 

15 

l 6 

A. 

o . 

Yes . 

h s a part ot you r job, have you revi e we d 

J 7 those appl i cations? 

18 

19 

A . 

o. 

Yes. l have . 

You have be!or e you an e xhibit nu mbere d 

20 S ta ff's No. 1; i s that co r rect? 

22 

. " . 
o. 

Yes . 

And i s that an e xhibit that you prepared in 

23 the cou rse o! you r dut i es? 

25 

A . 

Q . 

Yes, i t is. 

Just brie f ly explain to the Commiss ion, 
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1 please. what that exh ibit entai ls. 

2 A. What I have d one o n t h is exhibit is a c r os s 

J the top is listed each o f the companies requesting 

e ligibl e telecommunicat ions c a rr ier status. the 

s associ ated docket number. and the staff counsel that is 

6 ass i gned t o the r~spe cti vP dockets. Down the side, the 

1 

8 

left - hand s ide. 1s the requirements that are set f ort h 

!or £TC status. Po p u la ted within the co lumns 1s the 

9 responses that the respective companies gave within 

10 their exhibits 1 and Exh ibi t 2 that have been admitted 

11 in t o the reco rd . 

12 

l 3 

1 4 

Q . h nd a r e the re any cha ng es o r corrections t o 

this exh1 b1t tha t yoc woul d li ke to make at this time? 

A. . One that ! am a ware of 1s under Vivian 

15 T~!ephone. Docke t 7C97·068, u nder the Lifeline and Link 

~S Up it shows that :t will be avai l a ble 1 · 1 ·97. It 

!7 snoul d be 1 ·1·98 1·~ no: a ware o ( any other 

:a ,:,o:- ~e ct.1ons 

MR HOSECK: Ok~y . At th1s point 1n t~me : 

2 ( wc ~.a ~ ve S:a !! 's £ x h . btc No. l Into ev idence. 7hts 

1s intended as tes:1 ~ony ! o r a ll o ! the d ocke:s en mass 

2: w.th the e x cep:1on c ! US We s t. 

23 COMM: ss : o ~ER SCHOENFE LDER : US West 1n on 

2 .; I here chough. 

MR HOSECK: Th t woul d be handled later . 
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MS. WIEST: Is there any objection? 

MR . COIT: My comment would be that I Just 

r ecei v ed this so I haven't had an ~pp o rtunity to go 

thr oug h to make s ure this is a ll accu ra te. l g u e ss l 

can take Mr . Best's word that it is a ccu ra te and I'l l 

have to do chat, I guess . Other tha n t h a t, I don't 

7 h a ve any comment. 

8 MS. Wr EST : Do you wane an o pportunity to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l ook it o ver ? 

MR . COI T: Well , it might t ake me a while, so 

I don't have any obj e c t ion . 

MS . WIEST: Okay . Then Staff Exhi b it No. l 

13 will u e admitted into all of the dockets t hat we have 

14 gone through so far. 

15 MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you. 

16 

17 

18 

: 9 

2 0 

21 

22 

Q . Ba sed o n the review of these doc ket s that yo u 

have d one and rely1ng t o whatever ~x ten t you may on 

Staff's Ex h1bit No. l , did the appli c ant companies me et 

the requ i rements of becoming an eligible 

telecommunicat1ons carrier? 

A . Yes. they have, wit h the noted late- f iled 

affidavi t s that will be done in a number o f the 

23 dockets. 

24 

25 

Q. And with regard t o adver tis i ng s erv ices 

e xch ange - wide, do you have a re comme ndat ion to the 

I 
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l Commission for a prov1s1on to be included 1n an order 

2 which would come out of these p roceedings? 

J A . Yes. Sta!! 's recommendation fo r advertising 

~ would be that the ETC c arrier be required to advertise 

S a~ least once each year; and 1f they h a ve any rate 

6 change, lhat that rate chang e be advertised when 1t 

7 d o es change . 

8 o. And in conclusion. do you have an o p1n1 on a s 

9 t o whether or not the applicants con tained on Exhibit 

1 0 1. with the exception of US West whi c h has not had its 

:1 case hearc yet at this time. whether o r not those 

12 appli c ants meet the qualifications as an el191ble 

1• ce l e commun1cat1ons c arrier? 

14 A . With se a l!'& review that has been undertaken. 

1 S ye s , they d o meet ·he requirements f o r £TC status. 

: u MR . HOSECY : have no f urther questions of 

17 l h 1s wi tness . 

1 8 MS . WtEST Are there any questi o ns o( th1e 

I Q w:tness? Mr . Coit ? 

2c CRQSS EXAMI!IAT:ON 

2 BY MR. COlT : 

22 I assume when yo u talked abo ut advert1s1ng 

23 rat e changes that y ou 're referencing the ra tes just for 

the essential services chat are supported by universal 

2 S service ? 
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A . Yes . 

MR . CO IT : No further q uest ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms . Rogers ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questi ons. 

MS. WI EST: Mr. He asto n ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The on ly q1estion I 'd have ts 

8 there any ·- i s adve rtising ide ntified in any wa y ? ls 

9 the r e a ny c r iLer ia fo r wh a t a d vertising means i n the 

10 conte x t of chis? Ts the me thods in the FCC Orde r as 

l l we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST : 1· m s o rry, what was t he 

13 questi o n? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The question 1 had f o r Harlan 

15 or anybody else 1.s, is there a meaning, 1s there a 

16 description, definition [or adver tising , what t hat 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS. WIEST: Unde r the sta tute itself 

19 2H ( cl Ill IB) they must advertise the ava i labi l ity o! 

20 suc h se r vices and if you·re referring to the serv!ces 

21 that a re supported by federal univers a l serv1ce and the 

22 charges therefo r e us1ng medta of general distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

25 

CHAlRMAN BURG: Okay. 

COMMISSIONER NE LSON: 

I thin k that satisf~es 

Does that mean for 



l Lifeli n e and Link Op, they have to adverti se th i s 

2 once? 

3 MS. WIEST : That would be under staff's 

4 recomme ndat ion, l believe. 

A . Yes, o nce ~ach year. 

60 

5 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, fra n k ly, r don't 

7 think it's adequate. 

8 CO MM TSS i ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are you doing 

9 that? Are y ou ·· to f ol low up ·· e xcuse me, to follo w 

10 up on Commiss1 one r Ne lson's quest ion, are you 

11 recommend ing tha t th ey adverti s e o~c e each year after? 

12 r believe ou r order said tha t y ou have to send an 

13 appl1cac1on to eve r yone once in1ciaily and then to 

1 , every new c ustomer . You're request ing this 

15 adverc1sement of Lifeline, Link Up 1n addition to, 

16 would that be accurate o r not ? 

A . Right. The Lifeline. Lin k Up under TC97-;so. 

18 wh1ch was issued yesterday, states that it shall be .. 

19 a ! orm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 customers, and then th:s would be a n advertisement o f 

21 

22 

2 3 

2 , 

2S 

it. They'd h a ve t o d o advertisement of ~his f or a t 

lease once each year . 

COMM! SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER: Ok ay . Tha n k you. 

COMM :SS10NER NELSON: So is the an s we r co 

Laska•s questio ns 1t·s 1n additi on to? 
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l A . Yes. They would do it originall y , and onc e a 

2 year after . 

3 

4 Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: Ho w woul d they advertise? 

Whe re wou ld they advertise? 

MS . WIEST: Ye s . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

e a c cording , I assume. it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

1 0 MS. WIEST: So it could be a ny type o f 

11 gene ra l distribution media once a yea r? 

l 2 A. Wha t e ver i s ava ilable wit h in the ir g i ven 

13 e xchanges that the y se rve . 

MS . WIEST : And it would onl y be f o r those 

!S se rvi c es s u ppo rted right no w by federal unive rsa l 

16 Se r'll CC? 

1 ., 

1 6 

. 
n . Yes . 

MS . WlEST : And every t i ,.,e t hey changed a 

: 9 rate f o r o ne o ! tho se services. then that would ha ve to 

20 b e re - advertised a t that time? 

A . Yes . 21 

22 MS . WIEST: Are the re any o ther questi o n s of 

23 th i s wi tn e ss? If not, thank you. 

2 ~ Could y ou re take t h e st a nd, Ha rlan ? 

Ac tually, I d o . 

I guess we have a 

2 5 que&tion f o r y ou . Coul d you look at your exhibit f ~r 

I , 
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1 Venture Commun:cat1ons, TC97·095? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r f our, 

2 

3 

4 single party s ervice. we did grant them a waiver 

5 because currently they do not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customero? 

7 

e 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIES:" : 

9 you r questi on there? 

So would that be incorrect there, 

10 

11 

A. It woul d be a clarif icati o n there t o it, yes. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. Thank you. Do you have 

12 any t hing furthe1 . Mr. Hoseck? 

13 MR . HOS ECK : Scaf( has nothing further. 

l ~ Thank yo i. 

: s MS. ',;: ES7 : Do y ou want to take a shor: break 

: ~ u nt il we g o to US Wes:? 

MF C .. : 7 When d o ~s the Co=m1ss1on •· are 

:s you go ing t o wa it unc1! th~ end to rule o n all o ! these 

!• wit h r~spec t t o ~he a c ~ i.al E7C dea19nat1 o n ? 

20 MS. l'1:E S7 7ha· ·s why we·re t ak ing a sho rt 

~ - brea,; 

22 (AT 7H: S T: ME A SHOR7 RECESS WAS TAKEN. ) 

MS. w: ES7 . 

2; w1!l go t o TCS7- :~ 3. 

!'IR HEAS70 N: 

~et's get started again . And we 

And I would mo v~ adm1as1on o f 
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2 

) 

q 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l 2 

13 

1 4 

lS 

16 
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Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exh ibit 2, which 

is the amended r equest, and Exhibit ), which i s the 

service territory map . That's Exh ibit 1, 2 and 3 

respectively in t he docket. 

MS. WIEST: Any objectio n to Ex hibits l, 2 

and 31 O~ you ha ve a cop y o[ the service terr itory 

map? Are there any o b j e ctions to Exh ibits l, 2 and 3? 

Jf not, chey've been adm.itted. 

Mr. Heaston. 

You u ay proceed, 

MR . HEASTON: We would also join i n the 

motion on the t ol l cont r ol. The reason we did not seek 

a waiver 1n the initial application is beca~se as I 

read Paragraph 388 o f che Order in the DA 97-157 

indicated that coll block1ng would be suffici ent 1n the 

meantime a nd 1t was dependent upon when you u pgraded 

s witches. And so we d o not feel we need a waiver of 

17 coll cont r ol, but the common wisdom se e ms to be there 

18 needs to be a waiver, so we wil l follow the herd here 

13 and request the toll control waiver also. 

20 An d we are als o one of the parties to the 

21 r equest of the FCC co reconsider the coll limitat ion, 

22 that this includes both toll block ing and toll 

23 control. And I guess we would a lso point out that wi th 

2~ the impl ementation of number portability that is going 

2S to impa ct coll control somewhat significantly. And s o 



1 wh1le we agree with Bob Barfield 1n his o bservation 

2 tha t since we don't k now whe n it's going to happen, 

3 that's why we wo uldn't want a time limit o n it. but we 

; are wlll1ng t o accept the one year with the 

s unde rstand1ng t hat i f the re 1s not the ability t o 

6 !mplement 1t o r i! t~e abilit y is too expeos1ve to 

7 implement. that we would be able to come back t o this 

8 Commission and seek f u r ther wa i ver of that , o f 

9 imp lementing t oll control with pa r t of the essenc1al 

10 te lecommun i c a tions c arrier o bligation . 

1 l MS . WIEST : Okay . Would the Commlss1oners 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 01d we a~mit the e x hibits? 

l 3 MS. WiEST: Yes . 

1 .; CHA: RMA Z.. BURG : I'll mo ve t ha t we wa ive tol l 

: s cont r ol ( or TC97 163 f o r o ne year . 

l 7 

:9 

20 

seco:1d 

'...ta :.. v:.ng 

1dt:a we 

w1Jl:ng 

.. _. :.here. 

CO MM ISSI ONE R NELSON: Well , I• m 9 01 ng to 

1 t, but . hea rd an e xpanslon o f what we• ve been 

1n the pas t ! !'" O:'n g1v1ng them o ne year Wlth the 

:"~ g o ing L O r ene•• l t. And t he reas o n I was 

to grant. 1 :: lS bec a use technology 15 not out 

No w. the Act r equ ires chat it be there and 1 t 

22 d : dn't say anything abou t how mu ch it cos t. So t 

23 didn·: hear anyt h1ng abou t o ne of the reason s we were 

2 ~ wa1v1ng 1t in the past was because that it mi ghL be 

25 cost p r u h1bit1ve a s much as because t e c hnolog y wasn 't 
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1 the re. r c a n unde rst an d why technolog y wasn't there . 

2 

3 

4 

but I didn't -- 1 wasn 't in Congreus when they voted 

t hat wa s p a rt of the Act. 

MR. HEASTON: It's not p a rt of t h e Act. I 

5 gue ss that ' s the f i r st thing. I t 's a n FCC --

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

MR. HEASTON: It ' s an FCC dictate. 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: But it has the same 

9 weight as the rules and statute unless it ' s changed in 

10 court ; right? 

11 MR . HEASTON: That' s tru e . But u n less the 

12 FCC changes, as we ' ve urged t h em to do. 

13 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Righ t. So I' m 

14 seconding your motion wi t h the u nde r standing i t 's 

15 e xactly as we had st a ted it original ly ; is that 

16 correct? 

17 

18 year. 

19 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the motion wa s for one 

COMMiSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe the 

20 motion was for o ne year. a wai ver for one ye a r, and I 

21 didn't k now tha t the motion had anything mo r e than 

22 that . tha n )U&t a waiver f rom toll control for one 

23 year. 

2 4 

25 

CHA!RMAN BURG: It d oesn't. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll con cu r. 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm sa) ing, t!:ough, 

2 1s I voted f o r it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted for it; and the r e ason I voted f or it was the 

t echnology wasn't available . And t hat' s a l ot 

s d 1 fferent in my m1nd than it ' s coat p r o hib1t1ve . 

6 COMMIS S I ONER SCHOENFELDER: l think 

7 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Not that that wo uldn't 

8 be an issue in my mind that you could debate. t d on' t 

9 wa nt a record that t•m suppo rting something f o r a 

10 di!ferent reason than I did. 

1 1 CHA :RMAN BURG: Just a comment that I'd ma ke 

12 on it, 1 guess . Ii there isn't a technology, I really 

:, hate tJ see al l 50 ~ r 75 f 1l :n9a )U&t ! o r an 

1.; ,:,x tc:!nsion If there I~ some way we coul d c ertify the re 

:s .s n~ Lech~o!ogy and e x cend i t as we come u p towards 

l~ t hat ye a r. I'd welcome chat solution rather than go 

!7 :~~o~on :~:s w1th th:a ~ any o ! them. : , p e rso nally, in 

:a my ~wn ~,nd. ca nnot see a solution when we' re 90:ng to 

: c. !°;dVC ~u: • :p:" cor.ipar. 1es .i n numoer por ta b1l1ty. :t 

ooggles ~y ~ind t o se 6 hew that's even 90109 to hap9en 

:nae yoc cou:d end u p w::h any ki nd o f toll 

• :r,,: : a t ion So ;·~ guessing when we co~e u p to the 

:, year, we·r~ s:1:1 net 901n9 to have a s clut1on . and I'm 

.. . . .. no: !vo~.ng :owa r d to requiring a ll o f you ·• t mean 

ZS :~a- s :n~ na~e o : a bu rea uc rat to file that many 



l pieces of paper . So if we c an find a way to 

2 consolidate it at that time, t would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That's all I ha ve. 
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~ MR . HEASTON: I have Mr . Lehner ava i l a ble 

S here, and we d o have a couple quest ions t o ~sk him. 

6 JON LSHNIUl, 

7 c alled as a witness . be ing first duly s worn . 

8 was examined and testified as f ollows : 

9 P1RECT EXAMINATION 
10 BY MR . HEASTON: 

11 Q . ,-I r . Lehner, i n our application we des c ribed 

12 the issue o f elim i n a ting multi - party serv ices and going 

13 t o single party se rv ice th r oughout US West servic e 

1. ·l .:ir'! ao . Can you upda te the Commiss 1on o n the sta tus o ( 

15 t ha t consistent with wn ac we've already pu t in the 

: 6 appl!.ca tion? 

17 A . Yes . As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f this year the 

18 number of multi-pa r ty or t wo- and four-party customers 

~9 10 US Wes t's te rr itor y 1s 612. 612. 

20 CHAI RMAN BURG: What wa s the date on that , 

2 1 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q . 

As o f 10-31-97. 

And wha t c an y ou tell the Commission about 

2 ~ our continuing e ff ort t o eliminate the mu l ti-par t y 

25 service? 
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A . The plan right now 18 to el imi nate a!l o f 

those 612 e x cep t f o r 52 of them . And the time frame 

( o r that will be by the end o f the second quarter. 

which I suppose we could put f o r a date o f 6-30 o ! 

'98. So a ll bul s. o f those wi ll be compl eted by 6-30 

o! '98 . 

And what a bout the rema1n1n9 52? 

A. The remaining 5 2 are ex treme l y high cost 

~pgrades. And unl~l other technology o r othe r means 

become ava ilable. there are no p lans right now. We 

have no plans to move a head with those 52. 

O. W:th thal we still believe tha t it 1s 

appro priac• ~o r us to - we stil l be lieve the waiver 18 

appro pr1ate 1n thla case: 1s chat corre ct? 

V. P HE:.STO~l: Tha t's all the qu e at1ons I 

MS. Wi ES7 Ms. C r er.ie r ? 

;RQSS·EXAM l ~ATI ON 

~O BY MS CREMER . 

Mr ~e~ner. whe r e are thos~ S2 loc a ted? Are 

they spread throughout, o r are they 1n a specifi c area, 

::3 o o ;-ou ltno w~ 

! could read cnem o !! ! o r y ou. 

:?S I , dozen exchanges . 

A The re 's about 

Or l could give you a late-filed 
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1 e x hibit. Let me just read th e m of f . Arlington i s 

2 f our; Belle Fourche, si x ; De Smet. fou r ; Huro n, th ree ; 

3 Lake Preston, one. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Do you wan t to start 

5 over? 

6 A . Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, si x ; De Smet, 

7 four1 Huron, three; Lake Preston, o ne ; M di s on, t wo; 

8 Mil b a '"l k, f ou r ; Pierre, t wo; Redfield, two; Sisseton, 

9 six; Spe a rfish , t wo; Volga, fiv ,.; Wa tertown, t e n; 

10 Yan~ton, one. 

11 Q. !s there a particular reason? Is it li ke 

12 Ana conda line or something ? 

13 A. It's a combination of many factors, but you 

1 4 mean as far as the S2 are concerned? 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

2 ., 

2 l 

22 

23 

2S 

Q. Yes. 

A . It's a comb1n tion o ( many facto rs . we•re 

talking about feeder distribution, we' re talking about 

1n some cases a P AIR GAI N systems like Anaconda that 

wou ld need to be replaced 

MS. CREMER : Oka y . Tnac • s all the quest1 ~ ns 

l have. 

CH A IR~:AN BURG: Ha~e you investigated any 

other technical soluc1ons other than to a single party 

other tha n line e x tension? 

A. You mean in order to provide a sing l e part y 

I 
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service co these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. 

A . Yes . I think the a nswe r 1 s we are const antl y 

look ing f o r a cheaper wa y co do this b e cause 1n some 

S c ases. Comm1s s1 o ner. we· r e t a l k ing abou t o ver Sl00,000 

6 

7 

t o upgrade a single customer, and lt just doesn't make 

sense to do t hat . And the answer would seem to l i e 

8 probably in some f o rm o! wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technologies, whether then satell ite o r fi xed 

10 wireless. are st1ll pre tt y e xpensive . I see that as 

l l the ultimate solution, thoug h, to s ome o f these . 

12 CHA:RMAN BURG : I ' m going to move to grant 

H MS. WIEST · Just a second. Do the 

:s ~o~rn1ss~one r s have any o the r questions? As opposed to 

: f tne other o nes, : ·~ gctng to h ave to ask you s o me 

' -. , 
: 8 

quest.ons to ver: ! y things that we re 1n the app licati o n 

bcc u use that was signed by Mr Heasto n. It wasn ' t 

: ~ s.gned oy a w ~: ness w1:h an d !!1dav1t. as a ll t he 

20 c :.nc!'s -'ere . So bear w1:h me ! o r a seco nd . 

2 l 

22 

23 

A I'v e never :r~sted his s ig nat ure either . 

MS. W! £S7 : F,rsc o ne, d oe s u S West pro v i d e 

vo 1 c e grade a ccess t o the publi c s w:tched n et wo rk to 

~ ~ a :1 1n its service ar e a ? 

25 A Yes . 
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A . 

MS . WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yee . 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide dual tone 

multi-frequency signalling or its functional 

equ i valent ? 

A. Yes. 

'tS. WlEST: Do y ou prov i de access to your 

emergency services? 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: Do you provide access to operator 

services? 

A. Yes . 

KS. WIEST: Do you p r ovide a ccess to 

1 ~ 1nterexchange service? 

1S A . Yes . 

MS WIEST : And do you provide access co 

di r ectory assistance? 

A . YP.B . 

MS. WIEST : And you've a lready ta l ked about 

20 toll control and the waiver . 

21 ab l e t o provide toll blocking? 

Do you provide or are you 

22 A. Yes. 

23 KS. WIEST: Then getting back to your request 

2 4 for the wa iver on single parcy service, I know 1n your 

2S application you talked about the o nes that y ou have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o! providing service due to the cos t 

2 and everything . My problem. I guess. is that l don't 

3 see that t here is any de m1nimus exception within the 

FCC rules with r espect to single party service. Have 

S y ou been granted any o f th1s type of de min1mus 

6 except1on t o that requirement, do you know, in any o f 

7 the other states? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A. I .im not a ware . 

MS. WIEST: And what I'm get ting at 1s that 

it appears, according to the FCC rules and t•m 

looking a t 4 7 S~ .lOl(cl . that 1n o rder to grant any 

:2 addi tiona l t1m~ t o complete net work upgrades for s1ngle 

13 party o r enhanced ~ll o r toll limitation, that the 

1 ~ Comm1ss1on d oes 1n !act have t o set a time per iod for 

: s y o~ to comple te tho se net ~o rk u pgrades . 

:i con ten L1on that we do noL? 

ts y o ur 

17 A . l would not make that content i on. I' m g oing 

l ~ to l ~t my attorney a:g ue w:th you abou t that 

l J MS. ;; : ES7 : We!!, then, do have a couple 

:o oth~ r questions My other question 1s o n service 

2: ar ea And 1t is a. so a ~equ1 r~men t o ! the state 

: . Commission to designate se rvi ce areas as opposed to 

23 sLudy areas ! o r nonrural telecommun1cat1ons compan1 es . 

F.rst o ! a l?. you wou !d agree that you are a nonrural 

:s t-lecommun:cat1ons company? 
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2 

A . Yes . 

MS. WI EST: 

73 

And i n the FCC's pu b lic notice 

3 96- 4 5 issued 9 - 29-97 , 1t doe s state that we must s e nd 

4 

5 

6 

to USAC the n ames of the ETC's a nd t he designated 

service area s f or n o n rural ca rriers no l at e r than 

De cember 3 1s t . 1997. And J kno w y ou nade some 

7 r eference to the s e thi ngs in y o ur appli c a t i on, b ut l 

9 don't think you really tol d us what y ou want y ou r 

9 se rvice a rea to be. Because the FCC has told us cha t 

10 , we bette r not a d o p t your stud y area as you r s ervice 

11 a r e a !or large lLEC's. Do y ou have serv ice areas f o r 

12 you r c ompany that you want the Commission to ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

H A. Well, r suppose that -- a od , Bi ll. j ump i n 

: s here. I guess. co help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 

] 7 

18 

that ou r se rv ice a rea o ught to be ou r e xchanges in the 

sta te o f South Dakot a . No w. the study a r ea is a 

d1(ferent issue and that h a s not bee n dete r mined yet . 

But I wou ld think that ou r s e rvice area wou ld be ou r 

20 e x changes t hat we se r ve in the atJte of Sout h Da ko t a. 

21 MR. HEASTON: If l may from a legal 

22 standpoint. t he r e 1s no definition yet; and certainly 

23 ou r s erv ic e ar e a woul d be those a reas within which we 

2 4 are authori zed t o p r ovide the s~pported services . 

25 MS. WIEST: Right . And that's my question. 
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2 

3 

4 

MR. HEA ST ON : F rom a g e nera l perspe ct ive , I 

guess. 1£ tha:·s wha · you' re loolnng for :LB what you 

would designate to the FCC would not be a n y thing 

outside the area where we' r e authori z ed or ce r tified t o 

provide ser·nce When i t comes · o whe r e the a reas are 

6 go1nq to be that woul d be where the s ervices would b e 

7 support~d by a un.ve r sa! se r vice !Jnd, whether it's 

8 

9 

high cost or low 1r.cooe or libra ries o r wh a tever 1t 

happena lO b~. you kno w , that's a ~ area lhac·s 

10 cu rrently ur.d~r debate depending u p on which p r o xy cost 

! l 

; 2 

~odel 1s going to be acce p ted. And so that's wh y we 

are somewnat v a g~e on that term beca use wh a t thts 

Co~~ css, r. h~s not done and no r h a s the FCC come out 

with any :1r.a! d,·-1s1or: as to wh a t model it 1a going t o 

So : th1r.k 1f we're r e qui re d to t a ke a look at 

wou ld do 1t from the st a ndpoint o ! 

:7 -...,n~,- Jon t o comply with the l aw . I f that's what 

:~ we · ~~ !oo ~ ing f o r. :o comply w 1ch the FCC requirement. 

· ~ ~~~. no .aroer tnan an e xchange a rea. which we wou l d 

~;va·e tc a ~ :re cen.er o r a n e x change a r ea . And we 

"tS WIES7 He how ~any e x changes do you 

MR. HEASTON : It's o n the li s t we submit t e d . 



1 

2 

A. I can't answer that exactly. 

approximately 35. 

7 5 

It's 

3 MS. WIEST: !t woul d be attached? 

~ MR. HEASTON: It's on our exhibi t to our 

s application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however ma n y wit h the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. ThatFs ho w many 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

t3 

l4 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

2S 

service areas you wou ld like t he Commission to 

designate for US Wes t at this time? 

A . I guess I· m not sure whe tl.e r we wo uld wan t to 

designate each e xchange. 

MS. WIEST: My problem i s we are supposed to 

tell the FCC by December 31st what y our designated 

service a r~a is. 

A . Then I suppose we oug ht to do it exchange by 

exchange. 

MS. WIEST : If you wa nt more time to think 

abo ut .:ct 

MR. HEASTON : Yes, I think r would. r mean 

t his is not s o mething that's c o me up in the other t wo 

states that l've done this in, and I h a d the s a me basic 

application. r will have to·· I wil l do a l ate - filed 

e xhibit on that 1f I could with an af~idavit from Jon. 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

MR. HEASTON: What are you relying on again, 
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l Rol ayne ? 

2 MS. WIEST: Actua lly what as far as the FCC'o 

3 publi c no tice, that wa s doc ket 96 - 4 5 DA 97·1892 issued 

9-29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. Wi£ST: 

18i2. 

And I'm also relying o n 

7 paragra phs !85, 192, 193 or the FCC's un1versal service 

a o rder . 

9 

1 0 

11 

t :Z 

MR. HEASTON: 

MS . W: E:ST : 

MS . CREMER : 

MS . W!EST : 

197, 1 75. 

157 o r 

:as . 192. 

The docket number : or the FCC 

l l universal service . 

: ~ MR . HJ;;AS70!s , No t the docket number but the 

-~ ~rde : r.u~oe r . t he o rder number . 

:1 

:a 

MS w: £S7 . O~ay . 

1n<! p ragraph 

I was looking at 185, 192 

got tho se . Was lt :'CC 

•7 - :57 ? 

MS W: £S7 : 1 57, r!9hc . And the other thing 

y oi= '111 9ni:. '" ant ::o a::id:-ess tn p.1ragraph :as. f o r 

:2 ~xa~rle . • t d o ~s auy 1! a s:ate PUC ado pcs !ts ex1s:1n9 

:'' s .. r ·,: c e a:-eas ! o r . .. rge !I..EC's, thei r study a:-ea. th i s 

wo~ :d erect s19r.tf1can~ barr1e:-s t o entry . w, ,,. ,ha' 
a:-ea s tha c 

L---------------------------



77 

1 require an ILEC to se rve areas o ther than they have not 

2 traditiona ll y served. 

3 MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see, this -- what 

4 the p roblem th is causes is where you have not 

5 co nsidered and have left to the ?CC t o determine how 

6 that 's 90109 to be modeled fro m a pro x y stand po1n t . 

7 And. yes, we are advocat i ng smalle r geograph ic elements 

e t han the wire center fo r un i versal high cost suppo r t 

9 but J do not have a South Da kot a specific look because 

10 this Commission d ecided not to do their o wn earlier 

ll t h is·· a couple months ag o , as opp o sed to Wyomi ng and 

12 North Dako ta where I d o have t ha t be c a use those t wo are 

13 look ing at d o ing t heir o wn, or suggesting their o wn 

1 4 cos t study. So I d o have the small grids, as we call 

15 i t, a 11d I could identif y t:hat for you . I c annot 

16 i dentify anyth i ng smaller than .ight now than a wire 

17 c enter . 

18 MS. WIEST: Okay . 

19 MR . COI T : Exc use me, ma, t c o mment br iefly 

20 o n this? And I unders tand that I' m not a par ty but! 

21 d o believe lt wa s my understanding today chat the whole 

22 issue o f d i saggregated s erv ice areas for US West or 

23 any othe r company may come up. But I woul d like to say 

2 ~ we certainly have an i nterest in t he i ssue . And! 

25 think that the FCC rules i nd icate cha t - - the orders 
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1 and the r ules indicate that bef o re changing an ex ist i ng 

2 service area, that the Comm1os1 o n at t h e state level 

3 needs t o ! i nd that it's consisten t with uni versa l 

4 servi ce requi remen ts. So I thin k i t's a real l y 

S 1nvo.ve1 ·· 1~volves a lot mo r e t ha n th~ re v iew o f 

6 actually looking at ETC service o b ligat ions. You• re 

7 tal k1 ng about making changes in a US West service area 

e that could signif i cantly c hange the leve l o f supp o rt it 

9 might rece ive unde r a federal uni versa l service fund . 

10 De cisions on US West service a rea disaggregation and 

11 so f o rth could c er tainly impa c t r u ra l t elephone 

12 companies as well. And! guess going ln:o this 

13 p r oceeding 1t was our u n d erstanding tha t there are 

1 ; c er tain estab:ished incumbent LEC se r vi c e areas, and we 

lS d1dn' t u nc! e rs : and, ! g uess, t hac we · · that the issue 

l ,; 1n this US West docket o r any o f the o ther ones wou ld 

17 be w1ch regard to d . saggregat!ng se rvi c e areas. 

1 e 

19 

MS , WIEST . ! · m not 

d:s a ggregac1n9 se rv ice areas. 

tal k ing about 

And l thin k you hav e co 

: o recogniz e the d 1sc1nct1on tha t wa s made bet ween 

2! non r u rals anc! rural companies with respect to se r vice 

22 area. I f we want t o l ook at d o1 ng anyth 1ng t o rural 

:J co-pa n1es w1ch respect to d1saggre9ac1o n. we h av e t o 

2; spe c1f1cal l y pel1t1 on the FCC. That's a l l I 'm ta l ki ng 

:s a~ouc. anc! that's the reaso n why I o nly trough t up this 



issue wi th respect to US West. And it's j ust my 

understanding cne Commission does have t o d o the 

service area in o rde r f or US West to get your 

uni versal serv ice money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could have until wha teve r 

date was suggested earlier o n gett i ng the a dditional 

7 affidavi ts i n, I'll have a recommendat i on for you from 

e US West on tha t. 

9 MS. WI EST: Okay . Are the e a ny other 

1 0 

11 

1~ 

15 

16 

!7 

1 e 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

questions o f this witness? One more question, 

Mr . Lehner. Do you have any o bservat ion t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertis ing requ i rements f or your 

company ? 

A. I 'm not sure that I understood exactly what 

he wa s requ i ring . If the requi r ement is c o advert i se 

i t once a year in the newspaper, I d on't th i nk we have 

a problem with that . 

MS . WIEST: And getting back to singl e party 

service is high cost . the only bar r i er 1s to provide 

single party se r vice t o those 5 2 customers? 

A . Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: Is it also us West's position 

that the settlement agre e ment tha t you' ve stated is 

suspended concerning single pa r t y se rv ice no longer 

app lies where I believe you s ta ted you would have 
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single party s ervi ce to all custome r s by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 inve stme nt program cont inued, I 

3 would h a ve been out here talking to the staff and to 

~ y o u •bout these a nyway, because as we honed down to 

5 so~e to the l ast !ew on some o! these exchanges, it 

6 became obv i ous that this was this 1s foo!ish t o 

7 spend that k ind o [ money with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't make ~ny sense . 

9 MS W:ES7: That's a ll r have . M:- . Heaston, 

10 y o u m19ht also wa~t to address the question o f whether 

ll the Commission has the authority t o provide a ny de 

:2 min1mu& exception t o the single par ty without putting 

!3 

' . . , 
the time l :ne on it. 

l':R . HEASTOI> : • don't kno w that de min 1mus is 

15 tne :ssue. but : oo think that y o u c ould put a time 

:6 ,!ne o n 1t and make it renewable that we would have to 

: 7 co-e : think what the r ~le would allow you to do 

:a 1s r ~Gu1re us to co~ e 1n o n a regular l y sched u! ed 

?9 bos1s, maybe annu a!ly. maybe semi - annually, to ~pdate 

:o ~ne Co~- ss: o n o ! where we are :echno logyw1se 1n taki n g 

21 c are o : :hese !ast 52 7hat wou!d be my pos1t1on o n 

22 ~h1s 1s that that p uts a time l imit on and i t makes 1t 

the te ~hno!ogy and the a!fordab 1lity o! it . ., - dr:ven by -,, 
I 24 

:? 5 L_ 
MS . W: E S':' Okay . Any o ther ques:1 or. s? 

CO MM !SS: ONER SCHOENFELDER: I hav~ a question 
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1 o f Mr. Lehner. And the reason I have a question is 

2 because in y o ur amended application you might have 

3 addressed it, ho we ver, 1 don't have a copy o f that and 

I apologize. But you addressed i n he r e and you have ao 

s e xhibit on your ori g i nal application that regards 

6 Lifeline. Link Up. And basi c ally what it is it's you r 

7 tariff. or a page that looks li ke a tarif! page to me. 

8 Now. u S West rea ll y i n tends to comply with the 

9 Commis s ion o rder in Lifeline, Lin k Up? 

10 

11 

12 that. 

13 

• 4 

15 

16 

A. 

A. 

17 question . 

Absolutely. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : i need to know 

And that page doesn' t appl y any more . 

COMMlSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank y ou . 

MS. WIEST : Any othe r questions? Thank you . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I guess l have a 

You k now, yo u -- when you were tal ki ng about 

:a why y ou s hou ldn't have t o pro v.de this s1n9le party 

:9 s yste ms for these areas that y ou listed like Spea rf ish 

20 a nd Pierre and all the l ist that you went through ·· 

21 

22 

. n , Yes . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why wo uld i t -- it j ust 

23 seems we i rd to me that i t would be that expensive \o 

2~ provide those services in s ome areas . Li ke P1err and 

25 Hu on, those are pretty ·· I mean c an y ou e xplain ~hat 
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1 to me a little bit because l find that a little odd. 

2 A . The high cost we're talking about 1n many 

3 cases, not only replacing, we 're talking about 

4 c ust o mers that were engineered probably back 1n the 

S s1xt1es and seventies to mu lt1 • party service with no 

6 . ntentl o n o ! hav1ng single pa rty serv ice. So we·re 

7 ta l K1n9 1 n many cases miles and miles of d1str1but1on 

8 c aole, s o me cases six pair, 11 pair, maybe even greater 

s pa:r . S o we 're talk ing about now having to replace 

lO tha t c able with pro bably SO pair or a hund red pair 

11 c ab l e And we• : e also talking about many cases where 

12 at t he end o f that c able we have to extend what some 

13 pe o p l e will call a drop. what I call a pair of wires, 

. . . ' s met1mes severa J mi l es . And 1n order to prov1de 

: ! s. nq ! e par : y servi c e · well, I take that back 1n chat 

: c 

.. . , 

7he d r o p pi ec e o ~ that wil l be o kay . t wa s 

:htnK: ng o ! :! they ha v e ~ o re than one !1ne . But we' re 

s y stems t h at arP )U &t p ! a.n ! u ll ! ' ~ ta ! ~1ng abo ut 

, sy s te~s that y o u · ve heard like Anaconda that are going 

t o n eed t o be re~:a c ec . It ' s expensive . 

COM~:ss: oscR KELSON: guess 1n my m:nd it 

s~e-s ;o -~ : h at cost pro h:b1t1ve ·· ! didn ' t e xactly 

r nv : s : on exa c t l y wnat you were ) ~SL explaining to me 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

8J 

because I was thinking maybe these lines h a d t o be r un 

ou t miles and miles and miles and there's no bo dy ou t 

there or somethi ng. But if this is in a fa i rly 

populated a rea, and it doesn't seem to me that these 

peo p l e should h ave to live wi th jus t t wo part y 

telephone system when most of t he wo rld doesn't, as we 

kno w it in Sou th Dakota. d oesn't have to d o t ha t 

be cause the lines a re all fill ed up. I o ean I'm 

looking f o r some r eason why tha t's a ccep table , 

especially when some of those little companies are 

saying th • t they got maybe t hree or fou r people le!t 

that they don't have that service for and they've made 

ever y effo rt to s ay, we ll , we want a waive r but we wil l 

do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

A. r thin k tha· most o f the compan ies you' ve 

been l istening to up until now -- and I obviousl y can't 

spea k f o r them, bu t I t h in k yo u 're t a l king about 

engineering th a t was done p r o bably 15 , 20 years a go in 

mos t of these companies • c ases where they at the time 

spent the money t o d o that. We d i d n o t d o that, We 

pro v i ded distribut i on systems that were literal l y 

designed no t to pro v i de single par ty servi c e. There 

are d i f(eren t f und ing mec hani sms and d if ferent 

requ irements that we've had. They've had the abil ity 

to s pend tha t k i nd of money and re cove r it . No w, I c an 



l spend $1 00 , 000 o r $150,000 or 50,000, whatever it 1s, 

2 to d o these, but somewhere that has to be recovered and 

3 it isn't g oing t o be recovered fr o m a c ust o mer. That 

4 customer 1an·t going to pay f or that. 

5 

6 

COMM ·ssI NER NELSON: It seems t o me this 

f l ies 1n the face o f what the governor's bi l l said last 

7 year. mean here we're talking making available high 

8 technology to everybody in South Dakota. Basical l y 

9 that's what the bill says. And we're talk i ng here some 

1 0 peopl e that aren't even g o ing to have single party 

1 : t e lecommuni cation in this state. 

l 2 A. 

13 cost 1a . 

Commissioner, all l c an tell you is wha t the 

And I thi nk that's ·· l thin k that' s, unless 

there's a recovery me chanism, 1t wo uld make n o sense to 

!5 s p end that kind o ! money. An~ I ce rt ainly wouldn 't 

l 6 

l 7 

recommend it. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The ques t i on l have in the 

lB LEC industry when we have these kind o f situa tions onc e 

:s 1n a while there's anot her p r o v1der that 1s close r tha t 

20 can do 1c. Would tha: be the c ase to any o ! these ? 

21 

22 

Z3 

~ .. _, 

25 

WQuld tha t be a reasona b l e solution ever? 

A. Yes. 1t would. And. Commi ssi oner, if t here 

is any company 1n this room that woul d like to serve 

.:iny o ( these 5:! , woul d be happy to negoti ate . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I t hink maybe when we 're down 
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1 t o 5 2, we ought to get a list o f t hos e names and see if 

2 we could wo rk it out. r share wh at Counse l has said. 

3 

4 

s 

6 

1 

6 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

H 

:5 

I'm not sure we can ma ke the e xcept ion. I kno w that 

US West's counsel has given us what 1 call a sho rt 

term ~ne. that i n othe r words. we could gi ve the waiver 

for a limited period of time, but I don't kno w that's 

an indefinite solution and we probably ought to work -

lo~k at working together to meet and find the sol ution 

to meet the PCC rules l think i f we can. But so many 

-- maybe, I guess, what l would li k e t o r equest is the 

actua l name and location o f those 52 filed at some 

t ime . 

noc. 

A . 

! don't ca re whether it 's part of t hi s docket or 

1 think that can ~e prov ided . 

MS . WIEST: Any ot her questions? : t not:, 

16 thank you. 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I suppose we d o need some 

type o f wa i ver 1n o rder to grant them a n ETC status. 

MS. WIEST : Sorry. for which no w? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Po r single parry . 

MS, W1EST : 

on this case first. 

At this time sta ff has a witness 

MS. CREMER: Staff would call Harlan Best 

HARLAN BBST, 

c a lled as a wi tness, being p reviously s worn. 
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1 was e xamined and test1f1ed aa f ollows: 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

3 BY MS. CREMER: 

o. Harlan, were you the analyst assigned to 

s TC97 -l 63. US wes:•s appll c at1on? 

6 A . Ye 11. 

7 ~nd have you reviewed that appl1cat 1on by US 

8 Wes t ~ 

9 

:o 

11 

:3 

:s 

A . Yea. 

And wou!d you a gree with ~r . Lehner when he 

tes• I~ 1ed e 1 !.1e:- that they met all the requirements o! 

4 7 CFR S ~ · ! Ol? 

A. 

A. 

7hat they nave met tho se ? 

Yea 

v~s. wi t h tn~ c:scuaaion that we've h a d on 

:6 n:na!e pa:-ty 

:1 Right Okay. And at your re commendation f or 

:s advert!s.ng, - oul d that oe t he same for US West as it 

! .. • as !or tht! ot ... e:-s '? 

Yes . 

'. And wha~ would yoJr recommendation be for the 

~2 Comm1 ss1on 1n 1e!1n1ng a service area !or US West? 

;. . !t would be the wire center. 

24 MS. CRE!':ER · ,hat's all the questions I woul d 

2S nave 
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8 

9 

10 

l1 

1 2 

l 3 

14 
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:6 

87 

MS. WIEST: Any quest ions, Ma . W1 l ka ? 

MS . WILKA : No questi o ns . 

MS. WIEST : Commissio ners ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The questi on I'd tave 18 

based o n tha t, 

d o l call Lt? 

should we not -- I mean is th~s -- what 

!s t h is a document that is fi l ed in 

these hearings? 

MS . CREMER: Yee . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 1 guess I th ink we ought t o 

correct t h a t e xhibit t o put no o n each o f thooe that 

we've made a wa iver !or on the sing l e party because 1 

believe the answer is no and we' ve made a wa i ver to 

sa tis!y tha t. 

MS . CREMER : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG • Since that's fi l ed . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not moved 

17 ! o r a waiver 1n that a r ea , have "'e ? 

18 

19 

20 

2: 

22 

23 

2~ 

2S 

CHh IRMAN BURG: 

other company . 

Yes, f or si x mon ths on one 

MS. WIEST· We have t wo s ingle party wa ive rs 

80 far, but US West we haven't moved ye t; right ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: But lf we do and f or any we 

do, since he's a wi tness o n the st a nd and thi s 1s his 

document. r thin k that this d ocument should be 

co rrected to ref l ect, n o . they do not meet that to 
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l coincide with the wa i vers we've given . 

2 

3 

MS. CREMER : Okay . 

CHAlRMAN BURG : l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 d o we need t o do to make sure that co rrection is made ? 

s MS . WIEST: I bel i eve there ar e th ree 

6 compan ies that d o not ac this time pro vide single party 

7 service, s o al l they wou l d have to do 1s change that 

8 yes co no f o r those Stateli ne , Ventu r e. a nd US West; 

9 nght ? 

1 0 

l l 

12 

! 3 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And the testimo ny o n the 

reco rd ls adequate to a ccompl1 o h tlat ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . That's al l I 

: .; "'ond e::-ed . 

: 5 MS . WIEST: So how many wi r e cente r s d o es US 

! ,; I Wes::. have? 

!7 A. 3 8 . 

18 MS . Wl ES7 : 38 Th ank you. Any o ther 

1~ quest:ons o ~ th1s W!tness? 

2 0 

2 l 

MS. CREMER : No. 

MS. W!E ST : Woul d you li ke to admit this 

22 d ocket f o r the purposes o f th1s docket? Befo re I o n l y 

2) ad~!tted it ! o r t h e othe r dockets. 

MS. CREMER : Actu a ll y I wasn't going c o move 

25 it into this o ne because peo ple testif ied to i t, so 1 
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l didn't rea ll y need it in mine . 

2 move it. 

But ! can certainly 

3 MS. WIEST, It's up to you . 

4 MS. CREMER, We d on' t need it ir. this docket. 

5 HS. WIEST: 

6 witness? Thank you. 

Any ocher q~estLons of th1s 

Anyth ing else from any o f the 

7 parties? At this time I believe the Commission will 

8 ta ke these matters under advisement. We are wait1ng 

9 for some late-filed e xhibits in some d oc ke ts, and it 

10 wi ll be possible that perhaps the Commission w1l l make 

11 the decisions either at a Commission meeting o r at the 

12 O~cember 2nd hearing on some other related £TC 

13 d ockets . 

1 4 c o mm~nts? 

lS 

Are there any questions fr om anybody or any 

MR. COIT: I would just, for the reco rd, like 

l o t o f o rmally request th~t the Commission designate each 

17 of the · · based upon the record, the affidavits yet co 

18 be submitted. that the Commission designate each o f the 

19 rural telepho ne companies, SDITC membe r companies. as 

20 ETC's and tha t their s~udy areas be designated a s che1 r 

21 se rvi ce area. That's a ll I ha ve . 

22 MS . WIEST : Thank you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing. 

24 (THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P . M. ) 

25 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOT A 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES 
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l, Lori J. Grode, RM R. Not. ary Public, in and 

S f o r the St a te o ! Sout h Da kot a, do hereby ce rtify t l,at 

6 the above hea r ing. pages l t hrough &9, inclusive , wa s 

7 recorded 1tenog raph1 c 3l l y by me and reduc ed t o 

8 type wr 1t1ng . 

9 ? FUP7HER CER7:FY that the ! ore90 1ng 

lO 

.. 
transc ript o ! the sa 1d hearing 1a a true a nd correct 

tra nacr1p • o : ~he stenog ra phic notes at the time and 

! . pla c e spcc: ~:ed he re 1nbe!o re . 

: ~R7HER CERT :FY t.hac a m no t a re l ative o r 

.4 e~~. yPe o r attorney o r counsel o ! a ny o ~ the partie s , 

: ~ nvr ~ re .3t.ve ~ r eMpl o yee o f suc h att o r ney o r cou ns e l, 

! • o r t.nanctally i nte 1ea:ed directly o r 1 nd1rectly 1n 

. ~ . . 
18 

:.h1 • a c:.. . on 

IN W;T~ES S WHEREOF, I have hereunc o sec ~y 

: ~ ::<1:.d nd aea : o ! o ~! i c e a t P i erre, Sout h Daicot a , thi s 

Lori J Grod e . RMR 
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June 16. 1997 

Mr Wilham Bullard. Jr. 
Exccuuvc Dm:ctor 

TC9?-087 
Baltic Telecom Cooperative 

50 t Socond Str~1. P.O. Boir 307 • Baluc, SO 57003-0307 
PhOne 605-S29-S454 • Fu ~529-~98 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 1997 
SOUTH l)A ~ • r A Pl'BUC 
UTILITlb .. uM,USSION 

South Ouko1a Public Uuliues Comnussion 
Suue Capuol Buildmg 
500 Ens1 Capitol ,\ venue 
Pic:rrc. South D3kotu 57SOl -5070 

Dear Mr. Bullard, 

Please find enclosed eleven copies each of 1wo fihngs ror designation 115 '"eligible 
telccommunic.itions carrier'' One filing is for Baltic Telecom Coopern11vc and the other i.s for Eut 
Plains Telecom. Inc. 



TC97-087 
RECEIVED 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JUN ' 199 

SOUTH fl/\KO fA. l>JBLIC 
UTlllflES .:MMI Sin~ 

IN THE MATIER OF THE REQUEST OF > 
BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE FOR ) 
DESICNA TION AS AN EUCIBLE > 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER > 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DES1CNA1 'ON 
DOCKET TC97· 

llah1c Telecom Coopcr.111,c pursuanl 10 47 Un11cd S1atcs Code cclJOn 214(c) t111d 47 Code: 

of Fcdc:ral Rclluln11ons <;cc1ion s.i 201 hereby seeks from 1hc Puhhc Uuh11cs Comm1SS1on 

l"Comm1SS1on'l dcs1gna11on as :in "eligible tclccommumcauons earner'' v.,1thin 1hc local cxch11ngc 

.ircu, 1h:11 const11u1c its service .n:a In 5uppon ofth1s request. Onhic ·rclccom Coopcrn11,c offers 

the follo" mg 

I Pursu:in110 47 l • C ~ 21.l{c) 111s the C'omm1ss1on's respons1b1hty to dcsig,r.uc locJI 

cxchllngc earners ("LECs") as "chgiblc tclccommumcallons cnmcrs" ("ETCs,. or m other "ords, 

10 de1cnmnc "hich LECs 113, c :wumcd uni,·asal SCf\ 1cc obh8J1110ns con.s1stcn1 "1th the fcJc:ral In" 

and should be deemed cl1g1blc 10 rccc1,c fcdCTal um,·ersal service suppon .. ,\t least one cligi'blc 

tclccornmumcu11ons camcr 1s 10 be dcs1gnatcd by the Comm1SS1on for each sen 1cc: arc:i in I.he: S1a1c: 

llo"c,cr. in the case of areas SCl'\cd by "rum! 1clq,honc compan,cs". lhc Commission mn} 001 

dCSIJ!llalcmorc 1h11n one LEC as an ETC without lir.11 lindmg that such additional dcs1gnauon \\OUld 

be m 1hc puhhc 1ntcrHt Under -17 CFR ~ S4 201. beginning Jt111ulll) I. 199 • onl) 

tclccommumcnllons ClllTlcr~ that ha, c rccc,vcd dcs1gna11on from lhc C'omm1~, 1on 10 serve as an 

eligible: 1clcco111munk.a11ons earner "1thm their service: area "ill be chl!)blc to m:c1,c fcdcnl 

um, crsal SCI'\ 1cc suppon 

2 [blue Telecom Coopcr.111,., 1s the: fac1h11cs-hascd loc31 c:, c:hangc c:1mcr r=tl) 

pru,. nhng local exchange 11:lccommunica11ons services in 1hc followmi; c,changc:s 

Bnl11c 

Crooks 

605-S29-XXXX 

60S-S43-XXXX 

IXHlllf 

I 



Blllllc Telecom Cooperative 10 its knowledge is 1hc 01 ly camcr today pro,·1dmg local 

e,cchllngc 1clcc-ommun1c:at1('tns scn•1ccs in the above 1dcn11ficd exchange: 11rcas. 

3. B:ill1c Telecom Coopcr'~llve m accord wnh 47 CFR § 54.101 ofTcrs 1he following local 

c, changc tclecQmmun11::111ons scn,ccs 10 nll consumers throughout its sen ice lll'ca; 

• Voice gnidc a«:css lo the pubhc ~w11chcd ne1"ork; 

Loc31 c,cchangc service; 

• Duul tone mull1-frcq11cncy siKn:ilmg; 

- Access 10 emergency SC1'\·1ces ! uch 91 I or enhanced '> 11 

pubhc services. 

Access 10 operator scrvu;cs, 

Access 10 intcrcxchangc service: 

Access to d1rec1ory assistance; and 

Toll blocking service lo qualified low-income consumers. 

As noted nbovc, Baltic Telecom Cooper.111vc docs pmvide 1oll limi1:111on service 111 the fonn 

of toll blocking 10 qualifying consumers. howcvcr, 1hc ndd111onal toll limi1;111on service of "toll 

control" as defined m the ncw FCC umvcnal service rules (.S7 CFR § 5-IAOO(J)) ,s no1 pro111doo. 

Bailie Telecom Coopcr.uivc is not uwarc that any local c:xch:mgc earner in SQu1h Da.kora has 11 

currcn1 capaL1l11y 10 provide such scn •1cc. The FCC gave no 1ndiciuion prior to the release of 11S 

universal scn•1ce order (FCC 97-IS7) 1ha1 1011 control would be 1mposal as .. n ETC scn·1cc 

rcqu1remcn1 and. to our inform:uion and belief.Ma rcsull. LECs na11onw1de nt'C not pos111oncd 10 

make 1hc: service , nmcdia1ely availnble In order for Baluc Telecom Coopcra11vc to provide the 

service, ndd111ona l usage track ing and srornge capab11i11c:s will have to be installed m us locnl 

sw11chmg cquipmc:nl Al m1n11num. the sctVice requires a S\\1tchmg software: upgrade 1111d ai 1h1s 

umc Baluc Telecom Coopcrall\'C 1s Im c,;tigatmg and ananpting 10 dc1crrmne whether the ncccssazy 

software has been developed and when it might become a, a1lable. 
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Accordingly. Baltic Telecom Coopaativc 1s faced with cicccpuonal circumstances 

curu:cnnng its ab1l11y to mukc lhc toll comrol service a,•111(3blcas set fonh m tbc rcc·s unl\-crsnl 

sc"1cc rules and must rcquCS1 ll 1'lli\'cr from t.hc rcqu11cmcn110 provide such SC1'\ 1cc. Al this umc. 

J \\Dl\er for o pcnod of one yc:ir rs rcqucstetl Prior to the end of the one >= pcnod, 0Jlllc 

I clcc..im Coop1.'Tal1vc will repon back h> the Comm1ss.1on 1'11h spcc,tic mfomtJtton 111d1citllng "h.:n 

the 11oc1..'SSIU}' nttwori. upgrades can be made and the sc"•1.:c can be made uv,ulablc 10 a.~1s1 lo" 

111tomc customers. The Comm,• 11111 may properly grnnl u "niH·r from the ··1011 con1rol .. 

rC<Juircmcr11 pursuant to 47 CFR ~ tf)t(c) 

.i. Baltic Telecom Coopernt" e has pm1ously ruld \\111 con11nue to ndvcnl5C the a,'llitab,lity 

of its lood exchange scn•iccs m media of gcner.il disiribution throughout the exchange areas savc<l 

Pnor to 1his tiling. Ba.Ille Telecom Coorc111me has not generally advcmscd the pnccs charged for 

all of 1hc abovc,idcnuticd services. h wil! do so gomg forwarJ m nccord "1th any sp«ific 

advcmsmg siandards tha11hc Comm1ss1on may develop 

S llascd on the foregoing, Bahu; Telecom CoopcrJUvc ro:spcctfully 11..'(jUCSI th111 the 

Comm,ss,on: 

ta) gnu11.11crnpor:a,y wa1,cr of the rcqmrcmcn1 to provide "toll control .. sc,,·1cc; 

and 

Cb) grant an ETC dcsigna1ion 10 Baluc Tclccom Cooperative co,·cnng all of the loc.il 

exchange areas that constilutc its present scn~cc area in the Staie 

Dated 1h1s 16th day of J unc. 1997 

Onluc Telecom Coopcra11, c.-



Karen Cremer 
taif Attorney 

Public Utilities Comm1»ion 
S1a1e Capitol Building 
SOO East Capitol 1-\ vc:nuc 
Pierre. SD 5750i-S070 

Baltic Telecom Cooperative 
so, Second s1,oo~ P.o eo~ :io1 , Baltic: so 57003-0307 

Pnooe 605-529·5454 • Fu 60S-S29·S498 

RECEIVED Oc1obci Q 11)()7 

~( I 1991 
SOUl H OAt \ PU!lllt. 
UTILl f lfS '-~I ,ION 

RI:. Eligible Tclccommunica1io"" Carrie"' applica1ion. 
T(.'97-087. Bah,c Telecom Cooperative 

Deur Karen, 

In rc1ponsc to ·1our October I . 1997 letter of rcqutSI for additional information for the 11bove
rcfcrcnct:d applica1ion is 1hc followml! information 

Quution Il l f'ur..uam to 47 CF R 54 IOl(n)(4), sin11Jc-party service or it~ lune1ional 
equivalent muS1 be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications ('arricr /ETC) 10 
n.,,::ei,c univenal SCMCC >llppon mechanisms. Doe5 the abovc-rercrcnced company have this 
~rvicc'! 

An.",er 10 Quc,ition HJ Yes. &!tic Tel<X.'Om Cooperative dOcc'S provide single-party service 

Question #2 l'ursunnt 10 -17 CF R S4 40S nnd \4 411. Lifchnc .1nd Link Up services mus1 
be made a,•ailable by an ETC 10 qualifying low-income ccm>11mcrs Does 1he apphcam 
company. llS referenced llbo, e, make these services available 10 qualifym1.4 consumers" 

Answer 10 Question #2 ~oah,c Telecom Coopemtrvc is not cum:nlly offering Lifdme nnd 
Link Up servu:cs within i1s e.~c.lumgcs. but will as required by ,1 c FCT rule$, 47 Cf'R §~ 
54 400 • 54 41 7. maier: the eslllblisht:d discount Jlrll8111ms availablt' 10 ib 11uahl),ng low
income CU$1omcrs begmning January I . 1998 h 1s our understanding that while pro,,ding 
the Lifcfinc and Link Up~ 1s a r,:quiremen1 imposed on ET(" s pursuan1 10 4 7 Cf'R §§ 
S4 405 and 54 411. 11 is not ru:1ually n prt!COndition which must be me1 before ETC status can 
properly be granted by 1hc C-onuni~n 47 CFR § 54 101 which liru 1hr: service obligations 
1ha1 must be met before a tamer can receive ftdcrnl universal scn'ICC suppon doc.~ not 
pccifit1tlly reference Lifcl,ne and Link Up services " 

.. IXHIIIT I « e 



Requu t 1/J. Please provide a verification by an aulhorizcd officer. under oath, to the 
Commission in wtuch the applicant represents 10 the Commission that the facts stated in the 
Request for ETC Designation and the response 10 data request nos I and 2. above. arc 
rru1hli1I 

Rcspoll.'k! to Request ,oJ. Verification "Jack Sluiter, bt-ing first duly sworn, States that he ;, 
the l'res,dcnt of llaluc Telecom Cool)\,-nttJVt: for the rcspcinding pany, that he has read the 
m1tial ETC' applicnt1on and the foregoing. and the ,amc a.re true 10 his 0 ~11 best knowledge, 
iniormauon lll1d bchcf" 

uiccrdy, 

1•rcs1den1, Bah,c Telecom CoopcnltM.· 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
)s~ 

COUNTY OF MTNNEHAHA ) 

On this the /07( day ofOClot,cr 1997. before me.Ilk,, /; ,L)gdec'lre""--, , 
the undcNignro ofliccr. personally appeared Jack Sluittr. who nclmowledged himself 10 be the 
P""5idcnt ofBallic Telecom Cooperative. a corpo11111on, and th.it he. :u Pr~dent. being authorized 
so 10 do. executed the forcgou,g instrument for the purposes therein contained. by signing the name 
nf1he coqlOrntinn by himself 115 President 

In witness whereof I hereunto SC'! my hand i111d oflicial seal 

Notary Public 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER Of THE FILING BY BALTIC ) 
TELECOM COOPERATIVE FOR DESIGNATION ) 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-087 

On June 17. 1997. the Public Utihtles Commission (Comm1ss1on) received a request ro, 
des,gnatton as an eligible telecommunlcatJons came, (ETC) from 8al1Jc Telecom Cooperative (Balli<: 
Telecom). Baltic Telecom requested des,gnalJOn as an eligible telecommunications earner withlll 
the local exchange areas that constitute Its ser,11ce area 

The Commlsst0n electromeally transmitted notice of the filing ar. ' the 1n1ervent1on deadline 
to interested Individuals and entitles No person or enllty filed to intervene. By order dated 
November 7. 1997. the Comm1ssoon set the heanng ror this matter for 1 30 p.m. on November 19, 
1997. in Room 412. Slate Cap1101. Pierre, South Dakota 

The heanng was held as sd\edu!ed At the heanng. the CorMvss,on granted Balttc Telecom 
a one year wa iver of the requirement to provide toll control servtce within its service area Al ils 
December 11 . 1997, meeting, tne Comm,ss,on granted ETC des,gnaliOn to Baille Telecom arid 
designated 11s study area as ,ts serv,ce area 

Based on the eVldel',..1e of record. the Comm15s1on enters the fotloWtng Fondlngs or Fae1 and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 17, 1997. 1t1eCommisS10nrece111ed a request fOl'deslgnahon as an ETC f rom Sallle 
Telecom Baltic Telecom requested des,gnat,0,1 as an ETC withm 1ne local exchange areas that 
coostJtute tts seMOe all!a 8alt,c Telecom serves the lollowtng exchanges 8al1JC (S29); and Crooks 
(543) Exhtbft 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Comrn1ss,on Is required to designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements or see11on 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designa ted 
by the Comm,ssron 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 U S.C § 214(e)(1), a common earner that Is designated as an ETC ,s eligible 
to receive urwersal seMCe suppo,t and Shall, throughout ,ts service area. offer the serv,ces that are 
supponed by federal urwersal service suppon meehanisms etther using ,is own racilities or a 
com blnatton or ,ts own fac,h11es and resafe of another camel's servooes The earner must also 
advenl.se the ava11ab1hty or such servtees and the ra1es for the seNtees using med,a of general 
drstnbulton 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following servlc.,s or 
I\Jndionatrtles a, those suppo11ed by federal univefSlll service support mechan,sms (1) voice grade 
access 10 the pubfic swrtdled nelw0!1(. (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signafing or its 
functional equal, (4) single party service or i1s functional equ,valenl; (5) access 10 emergency 
services, (6) access 10 operator services, (7) access to lnterexchange se=: (8) access to 
d,rectory assistance; and (9) 1011 lim,talton for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R § 
54 101(a). 

V 

As part of its obhga11ons as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make avatlab!e Ufeltne and Ltnl\ 
Up services 10 qualtfy,ng tow-Income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405; <7 C.F.R. § 54.411. 

VI 

Baltic Telecom offers voice grade access lo the publtc switched netwo(k to all consumers 
throughout 11s servk'-.e area Exhibit 1. 

vu 

Ba~ic Tete<:om offers IOcal exchange service including an amount of local usage free of per 
minute charges to all consumers throughout its service area. Ill, 

VIII 

Bailie Telecom offers dual tone multi-frequency s,gnabng to all consumers throughout Us 
servJCe area. Ill 

IX 

Balttc Telecom offers scngle party service to all consumers throughout ,ts service area 
Extubrt 2 

X 

Balbc Telecom offers access lo emergency s11rvices to aU con:iumers 1hroughout 11s service 
area Exhibit 1 

l(J 

Baltic Telecom offers access to operator services to all consU" •ers throughout ,ts service 
area Ill 

XII 

Baltic Telecom offers access to inlerexchange se1V;ces 10 all consumers throughout rts 
service area Ill 

XIII 

Baltic Telecom offers access to diree1ory asscStance to all consumers lhroughout ,ts servcce 
area Jg. 

2 



XIV 

One of the seNi<:es required to be provided by an ETC 10 quahfy,ng low-income consumers 
,s 10 11 hm11a11on 47 C.F R § 54 101 (a)(9) Toll hm,tahon cons,sts of both toll blodung and 1oU 
control 47 CF R § 54 400(d) Toll control is a service that allows consumers 10 specify a certain 
amouot of toll usage that may be ,oa,rred per month or per bdl,ng cyde 47 CF R § 54.400(t ) Toll 
blodung is a serv,c;e lhal lets consumers elect not 10 allow the completion of oulgo,ng toll calls 47 
C F R § 54 400(b) 

xv 

Bathe Telecom offers toH blociong lo all consumers throughout 11s serv,ce area Exh1b11 1 

XVI 

Baltic T etecom .loes not currenlly offer loll conlrol Ld In order for Balllt Telecom to provide 
loll control. additional usage 1rack1ng and storage capab1hlfes WIii have to be 1ns1alled ,n ,ts local 
swilch1ng equipment Bali1t Telecom ,s allemp11ng 10 de1erm1ne whether the necessaiv software 
has been developed and when ,1 m,ghl become available Ld 

XVII 

Baltic Telecom staled that 11 ,s faced wilh excepuonal orcumstances concemmg ,ts ab,hly 
10 make toll COfltrol seMCe available and requested a one year waiver from the requ,rement to 
p,o,,,de such serv,c;e lit Pnor to the end ol the one year penod. Baltic Telecom WIil report back to 
the Comm,ss,on with speofit information ind1ta1tng when the network upgrades tan be made in 
order to provide 1.011 control. ld 

XVIII 

With respect lo the obogalJOn to adver1Jse the ava,labtbly of services supported by the federal 
universal service suppc.rt mechanism and the charges for lhose services using med,a o f general 
dlSlllbuuon, Baltic Tt.>lecom staled lhal 11 advertises the ava1lab1hty of its local e>cc:hange services in 
media of general dlstnbvtion throughout ,ts service area However, Bau,c Telecom has not 
generally advertised the pnces for these services Ill Ball1t Telecom stated ,ts intention to comply 
wilh any advert,s,ng standards developed by the Commlss,on Ill 

XIX 

Balht Telecom does not c.urrenlty offer Lifeline and Lrnk Up service discounts In tis 
exchanges Exh,011 2 BallJt Telecom WIii offer the Lifeline and Link Up service d1$COunts ,n all of 
,ts service area beg,nn,ng January 1. ·t998, in accordance with 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54 417, 
,ndus,ve, and :iny Commission imposed requirements Exh1b11 2 

xx 

The Comm,ss,on fITTds that Bahic Telecom currently prov,des and will contmue to prollide the 
folbMng serv,ces or lunctionaht,es throoghoul ,ts service area ( 1) voice grade access to the public 
Swttched network, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mufl,. frequency slgnahng, (4) 11,ngle.party serv,ce, 
(5) acce5-s to emergency services, (6) access to operator services, (7) access 10 1nterexchange 
serv,ce, (8) access 10 directory assistance, and (9) toU blodung for quahtying tow,,ncome consumers 
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xx, 

The Commission finds that pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) 11 w,U grant Baltic Telecom a 
wa1ver o f the requiremenl to offer toll control services untJI December 31 , 1998 The Comm,ss,on 
finds that excephonal cirOJmstances prevent Baltic Telecom from prov1d,ng toll control at this ume 
due to the d1ffiC\Jlly ,n obta,mng the necessary software upgrades to provide the service. 

XXII 

The Commt:'iSIOn finds that Bal!Jc Telecom 1n1ends to orov,de Lifeline ar.d Link Up programs 
to quahfy,ng customers throughout ,1s service area consistent w.th stale and federal rules and 
orders 

XXIII 

The Commission finds that 8al1,c Telecom shall adver11se tne availabthty of the services 
suppo,ted by tne federal uncversat servoce suppon mechano5m and the charges tnerelor thrOUQhoU1 
rts ~ ,jrea using media or general d1stnbution once each year The Commission funner finds 
lhal If the ra•e for any of the serv1ees supported by the federal un,versa.1 service suppon mechanism 
clianges. the r>ew rate must be aovemsed using media of general d1stnbu1ion 

xx,v 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 2 t4(e)(5). tne Comm,ss1on des,gna tes Balt,c Telecom's current 
stJdy area as ,ts service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsd,e1,on over th,s mauer pursuarit to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31 
and 47USC §214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Commission 1s rec•ured to des1gno1e a common 
earner tna1 meets the requirements ol sechon 2 14(e)(1) as an ETC ior a service area designa ted 
Dy the Comm,ss1on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(eX1) , a common camer that ,s designated as an ETC Is eltg,ble 
to recewe urnversal service wppon aod shall, throughout ,ts servrce area. o ffer the servK:es that are 
supported tiy federal universal service suppon mechanisms either us,ng ,ts own laciht1es or a 
combination of rts own facihlles and resale o l another carnet's i.erv,ces The c:amer must also 
advenmt lhe avartabtlny or such services and the rares for the services us,ng med,a ol general 
dtstnbut,on 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or l unct1onafiues as those supponed by 
federal universal service suppon mechanisms (1) voice grade access 10 !he public sw,tched 
network, (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mulb-lrequency sfgnahng or Its fune1,onal equal, (4) s111gl0 
patty service or ,ts funct1onal equivalent; (5) access to emergency serv,ces, (6) aceess to operator 



services, (7) access 10 ,nterexchange service; (8) access 10 d11ectory assistance; and (9) 1011 
lom,tabOn for quatifytn\i IOw·oncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As p,n of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC ,s required to make available l.Jfeline and l.Jnk 
Up services to quabfy,ng low-income consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Balt,c Telecom has met the reqwements of 47 CF R § 54 tOl(a) wilh lhe exception of the 
abcllty to offer tol control Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) . 1M Commission concludes tha1 Bah,c 
Telecom has demonstrated eJ1cep1oonal carcums1ances lhat JUSbfy Qranbng II a warver of the 
requirement 10 offer loll control un1d December 31, 1998 

VII 

Baltic Telecom shan provide l.Jfe6ne and Link Up programs to qualify\ng customers 
tnroughou1 its serv,ce aru consutent with state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

Baltic Telecom shaU advertise lhe avadabthty of the services supported by the federal 
unovenal service support ml!Charnsm and the charges there{or using media of gene;at dtstnbution 
once each year If the l'll!e v any of the SOMCeS supported by the federal un,vers.l service support 
mecnanlsm Changes, lhe new rale shall be advertised using media of general d1slnbuhon 

IX 

Pursuanl to '47 USC § 214(e)(5). lhe CommisSlOn des1Qnates Baltic Telecom's current 
study aiea as ,ts service area 

The Commiss,on desq\ales 8altJC Telecom as an ehg,ble telecommunicatJons earner for 11s 
servioe area 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that Baltic Tetecom's current study area ,s da5'gnated as ,ts seNiCe area, and 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Baille Telecom shall be granted a waiver or the requiremenl to 
offer toll control services unhl December 31. 1998, and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Ba!bC Telealm s/\d folow the advettls;ng requ,rements as hsled 
above, and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that 8a11,c Telecom IS des,gnaled as an et,gible lelecommunicahons 
earner for ,1s seMCe area 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE !hat this Order was duly entered o-i the / zd day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1·26-32, ttus Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept del,ve,y of the dedston by the panies 

Dated at Pierre, Sooth Dakota, thtS / 7~ day of December, 1997 

CERTIFICATE OF S£1MCE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

OfflCIAL SW 



TC t/7-tl.Y7 
RECEIVED 

LI FELINE AND I.I NK llP PLAN 
Of' BAI.TIC TELECOl\1 COOPERATIVE UT!i 

lhc llal11c "felecom Cooperative $Ubmits th1~ plan purwant 10 117 (TR ll S4 401(d) 
Baltic 1 cl...com Coopcri11h e hu been dcsignateJ as an eligible telccommumca11011( carrier hy 1h~ 
Sou1h l>ako1a Public l h1lui~ C-omrniss1011 (·'SIWUC') and, u ~uch. 11111~1 make Lifeline: anti 
l 1ru. Up ~n 1cc a,'l!ilablc 10 qualif)·ing low-income consumers as s.:1 fonh m 1he C-omn11ss1on·s 
/ ·111<1/ Order mJ l.kc/\/1111: No/Ir<! ,!f l·.mry rif lkt:1.)11111 dated Novc:rnbt"r Ill, 1997. is.sued 111 

l)()ckcs TC<l7-1 <O (In 1h~ \la11cr or ~ lnvcst!i_atton l n11, theJ.i(chnund Link Up_Pr9gr.1111s). 
\\h1ch 1s anach,'C.1 as E~h1hi1 A. ancl consistent with the critc1ia cstabh5hcd undc, 47 C"FR ~~ 
~4 400 1u 5-l .J 17. inclusive 

.\ , Grnrr•I 

1 he l.1fchne ancl Link lip programs au is1 qualified low-income c:onsumcu by 
providing for r,-duced monthly charges and reduced connection charges fo1 local 
1dephonc $Cr\lice The a~ istancc appliC$ 10 a single telephone line at a qualified 
co1asu111cr' s p1 i:tc1pa I place of I csiclcncc 

2 A qualif.cd low-income consumer is a 1clcpho11c subscriber who panicipatC"" in a1 least 
one of 1111: following publ ic I\SSis1ance progranu 

a Medicaid 
b Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Security Income ISSI) 
d Fcdetal l'ublic I luusmg Assistance 
e Low-Income llomc Energy Assistance: Program (LUEAP) 

l A quahficd low-income: corisurner ll eligible to rcccive ci1her or bo1h L.1fcline and 
Link Up assistance 

4 Bah1c Telecom Coopcn111, e will advertise the availability of Lifeline and unk Up 
services and 1he charges therefore using media of general distribu1ion and in nceo1d wi1h 
any rules tlll'lt may be dc,clopcd by the: SDl'UC lor applicn1ion to eligible 
tdtC{IJtlnlunica.tions carriers 

5 In addnion. Baltic Telecom Coopc:ra1ive, as rec1uired by the / •111(1) Ord,1r 1111d 

/Jt•,·"""'· NM,·,• of F.111r;• ,,f I h!c1s H111 of the SDPUC (Exhibit A). will mdica1c in it 's 
annual repon to the SDPUC the number of subscribea wi1hin it 's service nrea recch·mg 
I ifcline and/()r Link Up assis1ance In addition, 1his info1mation will be provided to the 
UmHirsal Service 1\ d111inis1ra1ive Company ("USAC-) 

<, Information 115 10 rhc number of consumers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up 
assistance Cllnnot currc:ntly be 1,rovided by Baltic: Telecom Coopcra1ivc because i1 has no 
accc.s~ 10 1hc gl>\'crruncnt informal ion necessary 10 determine how many of its telephone 
subscribers arc panicipatmg 111 1hc above referenced public assis1ancc programs. W11hou1 



this informa1ion, Bailie Telecom Cooperati\'c cannol provtdc. at this 1ime. even n 
1easonable cs1irnate of 1he number of its subscribers who, nOer Jnnuary I. 1998, will be 
receiving Lifeline and/or Link Up service lnform,,1ion as 10 1he number of ii< low
income subscribers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Unk Up C3n be pro, ided nOcr 
applica1inn~ for Lifeline nnd I.ink Up assistnnce have been rt"'.c'ived bv l:lah ic Tck-com 
Cuopcra11,-e 

7 In a e1:011J wi1h th,• SDPIJC' s Hm,/ (}r,/~r au,/ I >,•u,um: NullCt' of I .11/1)' of /Jtt,·1,w,1. 
llahic Telecom Coopcra11vc \\ill make applicn1ion forms avnilable 10 all of i1s existing 
rcs1dcn11al ..:uswmers. to all new customers when they apply for residential 11,)Clll 
1clcphonc service. nnd to ~>the, persons or cnti1ic$ upon 1hcir ,cqut:.!1 

Li ldine service means a recail loc.il service offering for which qualified low-income 
consumers pay rcdur-cd charges 

2 urc1i11c service includes ,·oice grade access 10 the public switchl.-d ne1work. Iota.I 
u~age. dual t0ne muhi-frcqucncy signal ing or 11s functional cquivll.lent, single-party 
service or i1s functional ~uivalen1. access to emergency services. access to opcra1or 
services. access to intere:<changc service, access to directory ass1s1nncc, and toll 
limitation 

l Qualified low-inc-0mc subscribers are required to sul:>mi1 an applica11011 form in order 
10 receive l,ifclme service. In applying for Lifeline as,istancc. the subscriber must ccmfy 
under penalty of 1,crjury tl1a1 1hcy arc curremly participating in at least one of Lhc 
l1ualifyin11 public assistance rrograms lis1cd in Scc1ton A 2. above In addi1ton. ihc 
subscriber must agree to notify Baltic Telecom Cooperative when they cease 
panicipating in 1hc qualifying public assis1ancc program(s) 

4 The total momhly Lifeline credit a\'ailablc 10 qualified consumers ,s $5 25 llahic 
Telecom CooperaLivc shall provide 1hc credit to qualified consumers by applying the 
federal baschnc support amount of SJ 50 to waive the consumer' s federal End-Usi:r 
Common Linc charge and applying the addi1ional authori1.ed federal suppon amoun1 or 
SI 75 as a credit m 1hc consumer' s mtraslftle local service nuc The federal baseline 
suppon amount and additional support available. totaling $5 2S, shall reduce llaJ1ic 
Tdcwm Coopenuj~c·s low~ tariffed (or otherwise generally available) rcsiden1tal 1a1e 
for the services lis1cd above in Section 8.3 Per the anached SDPUC 1-i11al Order 1111ti 

f).,c1.11,111: Nf111C<' uj f)11ry• nj lkct.flr»1, the SDPUC has ou1hori1ed intrasta11: rate 
reductions for eligible telecommunications carriers making the additional federal suppon 
arnoun1 of SI 75 available 1 he SUPUC did not c.flablish a s:tate Lifeline program tO fund 
any fur1her ralc reductio1u (E.~hibi1 ,\, Findings of Fact VII and VII I. and Conclus10ns 
of Law II and Il l) 
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<, Bahic Tel«om Cooperative will not disconnect subscribers from their Lifeline service 
for non•paymcnt of toll charges unless the SOPUC. pursuant 1.0 47 CFR § S4 40l(b)( I). 
has granted the: company a waiver from 1hc non.disconnect re<1uircmcnt 

<, beep! to 1hc cxtcnl 1ha1 Ualtic Telecom Cooperative has obtained a w•Jivcr fr om the 
SDl'UC pursuant 10 <17 CFR § .S<I IOl(c). 1hc L'Onlpany shall offer 1011 limi1a1ion 10 all 
quali fying low-i11co111c consumers when they lllibscribe to Lifeline service If the 
suh:wribcr clc-:t~ to receive toll limitation. tha1 scr,..ic.: shall become part of tha1 
sub.>c:riber·s l.1fdinc S(:IV1cc 

7 Uallic Telecom Coopcra1ivc will nol collect n service deposit in 01dcr 10 ini1ia1c: 
l.1 fclint scrv,cc if the qualifying low•income consumer voluntnril·, elects 1011 blocking on 
their telephone hnc However, one month's local scn•icc charg,, rnny be rcqu11ro as an 
advance pnymcnl 

C. Link Up 

Link IJp means 

(a) A reduction in the customary charge for commencing tel.:communicauons 
service for 2. single telecommunications <:onncelion at a consumer' s pnneipal 
plac.c of rcsidencc ll1c reductions shall be .SO percent of the customary charge or 
SlO 00. whichC\•er is less: and 

(b) A deferred schedule for paymcnl or 1hc charges assessed for commencing 
~ " ice.. for which the consumer docs not pay iotcrcs1 The irr1crcs1 charges not 
assessed to the consumer shall be for connection chargc5 or up 10 $200 00 that rue 
dcfcm.-d 10 a pcnod not to exceed nnc year 

2 fhargc\ a_<Sd$Cd for commencing str'\'icc include any charges 1ha1 arc customanly 
assessed for connc,:tmg subscribers 10 the networl. These charges do not include any 
pcm1issiblc security depoiit rcquiremcnis 

.l The I.ink Up program shall allow a consumer 10 receive the benefit of the Link Up 
prol!Jllm for a second or subsequent time only for a principal placc of residence with an 
address difTercnt from the residence address at which the Link Up assisiancc was 
prO\ldcd previously 

11,,lm· I ,:ll'i·om ("t,,ip.:rt1/ll"f' 
r O Box 307 Baltic, SD 57003 
(605) .529-54 .54 



F.XIIIBIT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION I 
INTO THE LIFELINE ANO LINK UP I 
PROGRAMS I 

I 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

At its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Pubhc Uhlities Commission 
(Comm1ss1on) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decided that it would provide for 
adchtional federol support in the amount of $1.75, above the current $3.50 level. However, 
,n order fo< a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1.75 in federal support, 
lhe state commission must approve that reduction in the portion of the Intrastate rale paid 
by the end user 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction, 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A stale commission 
must file u require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C F.R. § 54.401 . 

By o<der dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed Interested persons and 
entities to submit written comments concerning how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their written comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions· 

1. Whether the Commission should approve inlrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible fo< Lifeline support to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a slate Lifeline Program to fund further 
reductions In the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Comm1ss1on should modify the .Jxist,ng Lifeline or Link Up 

Programs? 

4, Shall the Commission file or require the earner to file information with the 
admirustrator of the federal unive<Sal service fund demonstrating that the earner's Lifeline 
plan meets the critena set forth 1n 47 C.F.R § 54 401 (d)? 

By order dated October 16. 1997, the Commissior. set public hearings to receive 
public comment on the questions hsted above The hearings were held at the following 

limes and places. 

RAPID era Monday. Qclober 27. t997, 1·00 p.m . Canyon Lake Senior C1tizenc; 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake Drive. Rapid City. SD 



SJQ.UX [ALL~ 

Tuesday, Odobe< 28. 1997, 1:30 pm, State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 E(ISI Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997. 9 00 am , Center for Active 
Genoralions, 2300 West 461h, Sioux Falls, SD 

At ,Is November 7, 1997, meeting, the Comm1ss1on ruled as follows· On the first 
,ssue. the Comm1ss1on authorized mlrastate rale reductions lo allow eligible consumers 
lo receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support With respect to the second issue, the 
Commission decided to nol set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reduciions at this 
time On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requlfes U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exdlanges lo fund a 
$3.50 reduction of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over. The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addilion, the 
Commission ordered that staff, In consultation wtlh the earners, c ,velop a standard form 
for self-cert,ficahon; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new OJstomers: and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request . On the fourth Issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required to file with the FCC the infonnation demonstratlng that the carrier's plan 
meets the apphcable FCC criteria and that the earner send an Informational copy to the 
Commission Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the wnuen comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state L1fehne program ,s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The o.Krent state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up America program 
The Commission Implemented these programs in the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
,ts Deos,on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued ,n Docket F-3703, to the Matter 
ot lhe 1nves11oatoo ,oto lmofemeotat,on of a Telephone Assistance Plan foe South Dakota 
Customers Exh1b1t 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of u S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. 1st at pages 1-2. 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance is S7.00. $3.50 or whiCh ,s federally funded. with the 
rematn1ng S3 50 funded by the local telecommun1caltons earner Jg at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was ong1nally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. U S WEST 
subsequenlly gave up that nght in Docket F-3647-8, lo the Matter or the Pubhc UhhUes 
Comm1ss100 1oves1loa1100 ioto the Ef(ects or the J986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Uhhhes Exh1btt 5 tn order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age 0< older and participate in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

lne l.Jnk Up Amer1ca program provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the quahfy1ng subsct1ber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of 
$30.00. Jg. al page 3 In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at h is or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
Income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) lg The link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Jg. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No. 96-
45. lo \he Matter or Federnl-State Joint Board on Universal Service. adopted May 1 . 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifehne support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1.75 in federal support 
if the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403(a) Additional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any stale Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) is also available. ta. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in the telecommunications carrier's service connecllon charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer connection charge or $30.00, whichever is less. 47 C.F.R § 
54.413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer is eligible for support if the consumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Medicaid; food stamps; Supplemental Security Income; federal public housing 
assistance; 0< the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.415(b) In addition, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must certify under penally of perjury that the wstomer is receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the carrier if the customer ceases to participate 
in such program or programs. IQ. 

VII 

The first issue js whether Ule Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support to receive the add1tionc1I Sl .75 in federal 
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suppon The Commlsston finds that 11 shall authome intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommun1cahons companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional Sl.75 in federal support. Thus. the total amount of 
federal support is $5 25 per eligible customer. 

VIII 

The second issue 1s whelhe< the Corrmission should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund funher reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user The Comm1ss1on 
finds 11 will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this lime 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify OI' eliminate the exishng Lifeline program or 
Link Up program With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requlres US WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reductlon of local rates to low Income 
wstomers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that thfl South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules . .SU 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54 417 
The effect of following the CC rules and not instituting further state funded lllductions is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirement.swill appl, to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self· 
certification. The carriers shall send these forms to each custome< prior to January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new cuslomers Finally, the 
camers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue 1s whether the Corrm1ssion should file. or 1n the alternative. require 
the carrier to file information with the fund administrator S.sm 47 C.F R § 54 401(d). The 
Comm.sslO'l finds the camers shall be required to file that inf0<ma1ton demonstrahng that 
the came!'s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner send an mlormahonal 
copy to the Commission The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

TIIO ComnvsSIOl'l has µ,sdlciton over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-3 \ . 
spcofically 49-31 ·1 I . 49-31·3. 49-3 I -7, 49-31 -7 1, 49 31 • 1 \ , 49-31- 12 I . 49-31-12 2 and 
12 4, and 4 7 C F R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 



II 

Pursuant lo 47 C F.R § 54.403(a). the Commission authorizes 1ntrasta1e rale 
reductions for ehg1ble telecornmu11icallons companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional S1 75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program lo fund further 
reductions a· this lime. The eXJsting South Dakota L1fel1ne and Link Up programs shall be 
modified lo follow the FCC rules found al 47 U.S C §§ 54.400 to 54 417, inclusive. on 
January 1. 1998 The Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard form ror self-certification The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1. 1998 The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
cuslomers Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that lhe earner's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that Ule earner send an Informational copy to Ul8 Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Commission lhe number of 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED, thal the Commission authorizes intrastate rale reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add11,onal $1.75 in federal support. and 111s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Ul8 Commission will not set up a stale Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at this time: and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. thal lhe Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program; lhal the South Dakola Lifeline and link Up programs follow lhe FCC rules. thal 
the Comm1ss1on staff, 1n consultatlon with the carriers. develop a standard form for self
certification. that the carriers shali send these forms to all or their cuslomers prior to 
January 1, 1998: that the carriers shall also send a form to each or their new customers, 
and that the cam ers make the lorms available lo any person or entity upon request, and 
It is 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file with the FCC the infoonation 
demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also include in their 
annual report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up supoort 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this I/ dday of Noverr. ,er, 1997. 

CERTIFICATE Of SERVICE 

Tho "'"""IV.al tw.i,, - ._ No ____ _.,._ ........ °' 
,.,,o,d ln lhlt......_ ·-..... - -bl. bf ,_ or ~ 11'11 dlU-. In PRII*¥ 

~~Cb~~ 
°"' 1r/1,rj9z 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION; 
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