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REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

DATE 
FILED 

Tcg7.()76 I ~lion by Joomey Telecom l.n1ern11M>n1J, Inc lot I Celtficate of Authority to operate as• 11l1commur.calioM company I 06ll 3'97 Within Iha state ol South Oakola (Stall, T" rrn 

TC97-C91 

TC97-103 

TC97- t04 

A;,pkatM>n by Calls tor less. Inc dlbla Cit for a Cer11flca1e ol Aulhonty to operata as • 1elecommuncati0ns company WIU\ln 
the state or Sou1h Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) Applic:ent aaeks authonly to onginatt and temwialt ·rntrasute. 1ntn1LA TA and 
interlATA calls of busln8$$ and rMrdentlll customers lo opera.lo., • Travel and Debit (Prcl)ald Callng) Cald resen.t and 
10 p11wldeCOCOTICOPT MIMCe • 

/;ppkallOn by C,ystal Cornmunaoons Inc tor a Cortlflcale ol Authorit'/ 10 operall ns a telecommunieatiOns compi1ny Wlll1ul 
111e stale or South Dakota (Stalf TS/TZ) Applic•nt seeks autho111y lo p,O\'lde local tetecommun1eacons u MCes arlCI 
tnl"'eTChange lelecommunocallana -- The Apf,kenl will not otfer any local tetecommunoa,IIOnS seMCes WIIIW1 a Rural 
Telephone Compa.ny se1111Ce area Wllhoul sealdt>g separate Commosaion autt,o 

AppicallOn by Qt.Wttelco, Inc fo, a Cer*ate of AuthOf1Y to operate as a leh.,communlcabOns company Within lht 11110 or Soulh 
Dakort (Slalf. TS/TZ) Appbcanr 1nfend~ to subscnbo lo and resell all forms of lnter-u chnnge and lnlla-ecchango 
~ecommunc:a6ons seMCaS ri ine llllte ol &..<ii Dakola l'ldudr!g local dall tone serw:,l!S Massage Telephone Serw:e Wide 
Area Tetopt,one SoMce WATlHoke seiw:es. fore,gn etC/lange serw:e, pmate lines !Mt llnes, acc8$$ seMCe cettutar serw:e 
!oeal ~c:Md se~ and ou.., _seiy,ces and ta~~_corntllu~tM>ns _common camers and olhe enlll>eS_· _____ _ 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

ln0'8SIIIIO Telejlhone Company, Inc pu,IU&nlto 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR ~ 201 he1ebyseeu deSignation asan eligible 
tetecommuntcnons earner Wilhln tho local e&hange areas 1h11 consllMe Its 111111Ce a,ea in South Dakota tnt,utata 
Telep/lone Company II the laollbes-based local eiC/lange earner ptHlntly p,O'<ld,og lor-• I e• change tetecommunlCll>OnS 

06 17'117 

06, 19117 

06/19'97 

TCll7 -077 I ser,,,ce, in !ho lo~ eJtd\anges ri South Dakota Bradley (7~ ). Castle'MlOd (793), Ct ark (53.2). Florence (758), Hay11 (783) I 06/13197 
lako Nordon (785), W uubay (947), Web&ter (345), Willow lake (625) and B,yanl (628) . Intrastate Telephone Company, 10 
cs~•. is !he only came,, today proYidrng local orchange telec:cmmunicabOns serw:es in lhe above ldenu~ • •change 
arpas (Staff HM<C 
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lnte~ to TelooommunicallOnS Cooperallve, Inc pursuant lo 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seek$ des,gnul>On 
as an ellg.ibl1 telecommul\iC1bOns carrier Within lhe loe11 e rehar,ge areas that eonsOtult ots seMCe orea III South Oakoia 
In<- T1IKommuniC8bOnS Cooperatr,e is tho lac,l,tJes.based local e, e111nge earrler p,e-sently p,O\'ld,IIQ local erehange 

TC97.078 
lelocommurwcalions serw:es III the tono->g exchanges III South Dakota Goodwin (71l5) Clear Lake (874) Gary (272) 06113,'97 07/07197 E5leline (873), 8 111ndl (876) AJ!orla (832), Toronto (7~ ) WeSI Hendlleks (479) Elklon (S42) White (629), Brool;Jngs Rural 
(693), Sinai (826), Nunda/RuUand (586), Wontwonn (483) and Chcu,tor (489) ln11rs111e TeleeommunicabOns Cooperawe. 
lo ns knowlodge, ,s the only carrier today p1ovtd1ng l~I e, chango toleeommunrcaoons soMCos In tho above ,ctonor.e0 
oxchnnoe areas (Slaff HBIKCl 

West RNe< CooperaM TelephOne Company pur~uant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 4 7 CFR S4 201 ho1eby seou aes,gnaoon as 
an e~e toleeommunocations earner Wlltlln the local e, c:11ange areas that co~e 1\1 HMCe 111oa 1n South Oakolll Wnt 

TC97.080 
RNef Tehtphone IS Ille~ local ~ change carrier p,r,senlly p,o\/tCl,ng local e, cnange telecommunrcauons IU!MCH 06c 16'97 0707197 
11111>0 lollow,ng e•etlAAges ll6on (244) Bunalo (375) Camp Ctook (60$-797} ana (406,972) .1..leddow (788) ana Sorum (Ufl) 
WMI Rt,,e, Telephone, !o r1s knowledge, rs tile only earner today p,O'lid,ng local ecchango 1elecommumca110ns saMCes rn U1t' 
above ldonbfied uchanoo areas 1Slllff H8/KCI 

Sta~ Ti,i.communca- lnC pursuant to 47 USC 214(t) anCI 47 CFR 5-1 201 hereby aeeks dHignauon Han ot,g,ble 
101ecommul'liC1110M ca,.,., ...uw, the local • • ellangt aren thal ,on\lllutt ns seMCe area in SoUth Oa~ota Statolrne ~ the 

TC97 091 lac;,libH·ba~ local o• ctiange eamer p,nenUr p,o\/tCl,ng local , , change telecommunca1'0ns s~rv,c;es III tne lotlow,ng ~16'9" 07/07197 
e• changas Newel (456), Nisland (2S7) and Lemmon (60S..374) and (701 376) Stale 1111 . lo ds ~nowledge ,, the only carr,er 
todav D<OVldrnn local ei chaooe 1clecommun1Clbons soNlces ,n !he above ldenbfied e.chaooo area, !Slaff HBIKCl 

Accenl Commu111Ca110ns Inc l)Ursuanl to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 5-1 201 hereby seeks des,gnallOn a1 an ehg,blo 
lelecom,, uncallOns earn.,, Wllhln the local e.tellange 11,eas Ulat eon, titut• cs "MC• area Accent • u,• taQ&c.e~ baffd 

TC97 093 exchange arner D<tsenlly p,O\'ld,ng IOC11l eatnange 1e1ecommunrca110ns serv,c;a in 1111 tottowono e• ehanges BIISIOl (4921 O'ii 17.91 OHl7'97 
Doland (63.5) FrederlClt (329) Hecla (99A). NoM Heel• (701,992) and t.\eHene (887) Accent lo rts knowledge IS the on11 
earner IOOav Dlowl""' local e, chanoe teleeommunicallOns seMCes 111 Ille above ldenbfi!K! e, channe area, 1S1an HB CHI 

James Vallov Cooperawo Telephonu Companv pursuant to 47 US c 214(eJ ana 47 CFR S4 201 hereby sH~s dos,gnatJOn 
as an ohg,bl• 1e1ecommuniob0ns earner Within the IOclrl e, c11wnu• arus !Ital constitot .. ds serw:t area 1n Souu, Oakot~ 
JamH Veney Coopenit11,e Telep/lone Compa.ny IS the litCILces based , , change earner J)ltri.,nlly pro\/tCl.ng loca l ., , ,;t,unge 

TC97 084 ~-- wi llle tollowlng e•changff III SoUth 01, 0..a Anclv, e, (298) Cla1emon1 (294) Cotumb>• 1390> a~ i.,w o~ 01-g1 
Conde ~2) Ferney (39SJ Gtoion (397) HouQh1Dn (!85) and Turton (897) .lames \.1lley Cooper awe Telapnono, Comp- r- 1 
to rts knowtedge rs the only carntr roaay P,OYICIIIIQ lo· ~, ~, cha~@ tehtcornmun,cabOns Hrw:ei ,n the abo,e JC!enbftl<I 
u charwie areas IS!lltl HBICHl 

HearUand Communac:1110ns Inc pursuant lo 47 USC 2 H (e) a.nd 47 CFR 5-1 201 hereby seekS des,gnullOn at an ,.bg,bft 
1elecommunac:a110ns earner wttnrn Ille loal e.ct,angt areas 11111 c;onst,tule rlS serw:e area in Soutn 01~011 Heartland 

TC87.oe5 ConvnunrcillonS rs !he faclliDes.baS4!0 local oidlangt e.1J11er D<nenty prowling local , , change ltleeommunoca!lons S<''ViCl!l 06 17197 07,07 97 
in 1ne loUow,ng e,er,anges III South Oa, ota Platte!GeddM (337) HearUand Communoc:abons to rlS , now1oogd 6 the o~lr 
ca~""'- n,owl,nn 1-1.,, ohanne ll'tlecommun,cabons serv,~o•., thl' at>ove ldenb~l'O e, chaMf" a11t~• tStatl HA .-HI 
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TC97-0e6 

TC97,oa7 

TC97-088 

TC97--089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97--093 

1'\d1tate Telephone Company, Inc. pu1'51Jant 10 47 Us c 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby uekll dtlllgnaliOn as an ell;lble 
telocommoricaDons canlef ~ Ille loc:al udlange ateas NI COOSIIMe lb s.tf\'lce erea in South Dakota Midstate Telophona 
Compony Is lhe t~sed local excriange earrlor presenUy prov,cting local exchange telecommunteabons seMCes In the 
lollo,w,g orchungos .. South Dakota Academy (726), Delmont (77Q), Ft Thompson (24S), Gonn Valley (293), Kimball (778), 
N- Hollaoo (243), Pukwana (894), S!ic:knoy (732) and WNlo Lake (249) M/dstale Telephone Company, to 115 kllowte<fO•. 
is Ult only earner IOclay pr~ loenl nret,anoa ,~leoommunlc:alions HMCH in lhe above donbfie<I exchange Brea$ (Sbltl 
HBIC . 

Balbc Telecom Coo~atrve pu1$Ull\1 lo 47 USC. 2U (e) and H CFR S4 201 hereby seeks d&$1\JnaDon as an eltg•blo 
lelecommurocallonS earner v.ttwl 1h11 local e,cllanga areas lhal constJtute Its seNice araa. Ball,c Tel&eom Cooperatr,e ,s the 
tac,llliet•bued local exc'1anoe carrier 1>4cwndy P40vtcf,og local erchange telKommunlcalJOns seNiees in the lollow,1111 
eJChanges Bahlc (529) and Crooks (S43) Balllcl Telecom COl)per·· ,e 10 its knowtectoe. ls the only carr\er today proVICllng 
local excllange telecommun,cabons serw:os In 1he above ldenblled e•cha~reas. _.(Stall ~ 'iBIKC 

East Plains Telecom, Inc pu1$ulnl to H USC 21'(t ) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks delllgnatx>n as an eligible 
teleeommunleatxms carne, Wllhin the local Utllange areas lhal conSIII\Jle 11s seMCe area East PIIW$ Telecom, Inc is the 
lacdmu ,based local eachange earner presently prowling local H chanoe 1elocommunabo11s soNic~s ill the lotlow,ng 
u cltallg1!S Alcesllll (934). HUdsOn (984) and EaSI Huclion (712·~ East Plalns Telecom Inc . to ,ts knowledge. I$ the only 
earner today p<oVICllng local e, change 1e1ecommunlcnons HMCes ,n the abo~c ldencfied exchange areas (Sl!n ... HBJ1<C, 

Wos1em Tolephone Company pursuanl 10 , 1 USC 114(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks d&s,gnabon as .n el,o,ble 
la~ earner Wlllwl llle kx:ill eu;harvo, areas lf>Hl C011$Ql\llU b MMCe arita rn South Oal<oli1 Wo111om Telephone 
rs !he faal«ies-based local eichonge came, presently providing loct1 oxchange lal&eommunocabons tel\llces in tile follOWlnQ 
e•cMngos Cresbard (324) , Faulkton (598) ond Onent (392) Western Telephone. to its l<nowtedgo, iS the only carrior today 

ow:t,ng local e,ehange 1eleC0111munieauons sanilen ,n tho above idenCtied elcllange areas (Staff HBJ1<C 

Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Con1pony pu1$uant lo , 7 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54201 hereby seek& des,gnabon as 
an ehg,ble ioloc:omrnunlca11ons carrier ""1/\in the local erchanga areas that conJDtl/le 11:s sel\1ce area on Soutn Dakohl 
StocloJ>Olm ,s iho lilCIL1Nls-basod local e.>:change earner 1>4esenliy ptovd,ng local u c11anoe 1elecommun1eauons sor,,,ces on the 
10IIOW1ng eacnanges In South Dakota Stoc~holrn.Suandburg (676. ReWlo (623) and South Shoro (7S6) Stockholm to~$ 
~e. ,s Ille only carrier loday pro .. Mg local e•changa tolecommunic:ations seMCes ln tho above iaenDfied erchange 
a,eas_J _S1a11 ._Hen<C 

Kennebec Telephone Co pursuant to 47 U SC 214(•) ::ind 47 CFR 5' .201 herob)" seeks de$\gnabon as "" ellgoble 
talocommunicatioM ca111er w,thm !he local e.tchange areas lhal constltutn its seNiec area in Soulh Dakota KennebeC 
Telophone Co iS Ille ladlties-based local erchange carnor p<esonUy prOViding local o•chango 1eh1communic:ations 1uMcn 
In tile lollowlng ei.'Cllanges Kennebec (869) and PrHllo (8S5) Kennobetc Telephone Co , to its k.nowtedgo iS the only i;arner 
today_p,ov,d,r,g !oe>1I e>ehang1te1oc:ommunlcali0ns_sen11eesin th4I above Identified e.tc:llango areas (Statt HBICH 

Jelle,son Telephone Co .• Inc pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks defolQnallOn as an el,g,b4e 
tolecommulllCllbons carrier wrthln lhe local orchango ,roas tnal coMblute l1S HMCO area ,n South Dakota Jerterson 
Telephone Co Inc iS Iha lacilrties-bHed local e~change carrier p,eHnUy providing local excnange telocommunlcations 
MMCeS In Ille touo.w,g excllanoe. Jetlel$on (966) Jefferson Telephone Co .. Inc , to !IS knowledge, iS the only carriel today 

OVldlr,g local eld\aooe t&l\lcommur,k:l)liQns seryjces in tho 11bov1 lden111jed 0.1'.ChRl)Qe areas CStaN· HBICH 
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Sully Bunes Telephone Cooporawo, Inc, pursuant to • 7 USC 21 4(0) alld • 7 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks dos,gnation as an 
ol,g,ble 101ocommunculion1 carrier wtthln the local oxchange areas Iha! cons111u1e rts 1ervico orea Sully 8uttH Telephone ,s 
the facohliH• basod local exchange earner p,esonUy p,CMding local exchange telocommuniealiOns serv\tes III lho lollow,ng 

TC97~ 0""1:hanget West Ond4 (2&1), HIChcock (266). Seneca <• 36) Tolstoy (•42). Onaka (U 7) Wessington (• 58). Langlo,d (493) 06119.117 07,07197 
ROSlloll (S37), Tula1e (596) Highmore (852), Harrold (875), Ree ~his (9'3) H01111n (948) Blunt (962) aoo East Onida (973) 
Sully 8Ulln Telephone, to ts knowledge, 15 Ille only earner today P,CMdmg local e, changa telocommunicauons seMCes ,n lhe 
obove ldenblled exthanno areas (Stan HS/CH) 

Venture CommunocataoM Inc oorsu1nt to 47 USC 21 4(•) aoo • 7 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks dM1gnation nan &log.blo 
t~ecommuNCaaons earner Wlllwt 11\e local e1ch1nge a1eas thill COMt1ute ts ser.,ce area Venture Communocaaons cs the 
latohUH·baslt<I local e1ch1nge carne, p,asenUy p,ovlding local eicn1nge telecommunications seMCes II\ tho lollow,ng 

TC97-095 excnangoa Onida (258). Bowdle (285), Ro,coo (287), Pierpont (325), Britton (40), Britton, ND (701~•3). Roslyn c•a&l 06/19197 07/07197 
WOS51ng10n Spmgs (539) Selby (649} Gettysoorg (76S) and Lebanon (788) Venture Communications 10 rts llnowledge IS 

the only carne1 IOdai p,ov,d;no locel t xChange telecommunicabOns ''""'"., the aboYe ldenblied e, cnange areas (Stall 
HBICH) 

SANCOM Inc pursuaf'I IO 47 USC 21'(e) aoo 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks closlgnaDon as an ellgible lelecommunieabOns 
ca11101 v.«nln 1t111 local ex,hange areas that conslltlllo its seMCo area III South Dallota SANCOM iS lhe taal<tin•t>a.sed local 

TC97-090 eu;hango c:.ame< presonuy pr(lll'dr,g local elldlange telec:cmmunieltions """'" on tho lollowv,g u ,hanges 1n South Oaltola 06 19197 07/07197 
W~ (883). Palblon ~28) aoo Tnpp (935) SANCOM, to Its knowledge, is 11\e only earner today p,Olllding local e.thange 
l!llocommun4c:ab0ns SOMC<!s 111 lilt above idenbfted e.u:haMe areas (St1N HBICH) 

Sanborn Telephone Coope1awe pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR 5• 201 hereby seeks designation as an etig,ble 
1ol°'ommun1eat1anS carn.r Wllhln 1/11 local e1ch1nge areas 1h11 conwutt ts S4Mco area on South Daito~ Sanbo1n 

TC9H)97 T~ <1 lhe ta~sed IOcal ercnange earner p,esenlly p,OYl<l,ng IOcal o•ch1nge t~le<:ommJncabOnS HMCfl on u,e 
06'19197 07/07197 rollOWl!lij o, on1ngtt III South o~ko1a Ethon (227) Ml Vernon (236) Letcher (248) Fo,estburg (495) Attnian (527) 

WOOMOC~ot (7116) and AIJ)4in3 (849) Sanborn Telept,one ro Ill knowtoogo a the only camor loday PIOvicJJng local e, chang11 
lllecommunic:ations ael\'Kes In tho noo-.e tdenbl\c,d •"hl""t areas IStatt H8iCHl 

S.1eslon11.~ Tl!lctpnooe Co pu,$Wlnl to 47 USC 21'(o) ano 47 CFR 5' 201 ~trtby seeics d&Wgnltlon Han ellglble 
lolecommuf'<Jrtlons carrier W\t/wt tho IC>Clll e,,ha,,go areas lhal con•11t1110 ~, serwe urea., SoU1h Dakota Beresford Tel 

TC97--098 "tf;o l1ciWos-base<1 local oachango earner p,esonlly !)IOlllding local , , change 1crocommunic1tion1 seMCes In lhe tollO¥Mg 06/19197 07/07197 
• • change B-ere,fo,d (763) 8erulord Tel to Its knowledge II lhe only earner !Oday PfO\lldilllJ local tlthange 
telecommunieabOns ,oer.,cn"' the above ldenL!ed • •channe a1eas ISllJN H8'1<Cl 

RobefflCounty re1epnon., COOl>t!lu!MI Assooitll0<1 pinuant to , 1 V SC 21'(• ) ano • 7 CFR 54 201 h~reby ,n~s lle"l!nabOn 
aa 1n el,g1ulo telt eon,muruc11tion, earner Within 1110 local e, cnnngu areot 1na1 con1111111e lb JtiMCe area Rebells County 

TC9, 099 Ttlephon, Coo11tr•We Auoc,ation IS 1ne l1Cllohs-t>ar51!d local e • Change earner presently p,ovl(J,ng IO<"&I • •change OE 199• 07 0•197 
tel~-..-., ,i,e lolo\W1g • • ch~nges No1Ul New Elfin:jton NO (701~3A) NON Elf.ngton (6 ) 1J I nd Clue 
Ctty (652) Rooe~ County T•lepllone Coopt111u.e AMoa.ltion 10 tlll 11.nowlfldO• rs me only ca1ne1 toaay r-to'J'Cl.ng IOCal 
o•chn-~ lffl f c::ommij-A(jc)~ &Pr;,1:i,, in 1/111 •11Qv11 ld"nuflt,d i,,c11;,-t "rea, IS1aff HBJKCI 
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RC Communlc:abons, Inc pur5u1n1 to '7 U.S C. 21.C(e) and , 7 CFR S. 201 heteby seeu designation tu an ebgibto 
bl1ecor,vnuric:dons atmer ...«hi\ the local Pdltngo areas ll'lat constibJte a seNtc:e area RC Communications III uie rac:iWes-

TC97- 100 
bued Ioctl exchange earner ptesenuv pnwldlng local exchar,go teleeommullkations sorw:es in Ill• rollOWlflG olthangos 

06/19197 07/07197 North Veblen. NO (701-634). Wilmot (11311). Peever (1132), Veblen (7311) and Summll {3911) RC Communkations, to 11s 
kn•--wfedge, Is !he only carrier l.oday p,ovld'ing local u e111r,ge ltl&c:ommunlcations sel\llCill in 1/le abovo ldenbflod e.tchange 
areas (Stall. HBIKC) 

Splillock Propeniff, Inc. puriuant to 47 U.S.C . 21 4(e) 1nd 47 CFR S...201 hereby seaks deslgnanon n an eligible 
telecommunica tions earner wi'thll1 tho local exc:llor,ge areas uiat conS!Jlute res seMCe area In South Oa~ou Splltlocl< 

TC97, 101 Pl~. Ince is Ille l1altt1n,basod local oxdlango atrner l)(esenlJy P'OIIIWllg l0atl exchange telecommunicalJOns aervic:u 
In Illa le- '.ng eirchanges In SouUI Dakota Howard/Certllage (772) and Oklh1m1Ramon1 (.Cll2). Splilrocit Properbu, lnr: . 
ID Ill llnowtedgo, ,s the only carrier tOday p,oVlding local exchange telecommunlcabons seMCH in the oDOVe idenbfied 

061191117 07/07197 

eirchanoe areas. (Stall· HBIKCl 

Spl,lrock Telecom CooperalMl. loc. pursuant to , 1 U.S.C 21.C(e) and , ,. CFR 5"201 htreb)' seen designation u an el,g1ble 
telecommunications carrier within the local erchange areas that con.sututa lll seNice arn Spllltock Telecom Cooporabve. 

TCll7-102 
Inc 1$ 111• facilities-bned local eirchange earner ptesently p,OW!ing local ••change lelecomn1unlcabo11S serw:es 1r Ule 

06/191117 07/07197 lollow!ng exchanges: Brandon (561 ) and Garrel$0n (605-SD.c) and (S07-S97). Splitlod( Telecom Cooporawe. Inc: to its 
lulowledge, ls the only carrier today providing local exehar,ge tetecommunications seNfces in the above odenbll«l e~change 
areas 1Staff: H BIKC) 

To-County Telecom. Inc pursuant to ~7 USC 21 .C(e) and • 7 CFR S4 201 hereby aoeks dnignabon B'S an eligtble 
telecommunlcabons carrier within ihe local exchange area. that conslllute IIS semco aru on South Oakoto Tn-Counly 

TCll7-105 
Telecom, Inc: Is the lacilrlMls·basod local exchange carrier p1.uenUy ptoVlding local exchange tolecommuoieations sel\,c:os 

06/19197 07/07197 in tho lollowu,g ,exchanges In South Dakota. Clayton (1125) and Emery (.C"3) Tri-County Telecom, Inc .. to u knowtodge. ,s 
the only carrier !today p,ovicf,ng local Hchange telecommunk:ation111Nices in tho abOYe idenbfled exchar,ge aroas (Slaff 
HBICMl 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

U S WEST Communlcalions, Inc filed tor OJlP(Oval by tho Commission Ule Type I Paglll() A(lreomont betwoen KJAM Mobd~ 
Paging and US WEST. "This l\grllft!Tl8nt was reacned lh!ough voluntary negobabons witnout resort to mediaDon ,or artlltrabon 

TC97-079 
and Is submltted IOf approval pursuant to Sec6on 25.2(e) ol uie Ccmmunlcaaons Ac1 or 193, , as amendl!d by the 
Tetecommunications Act of 1996 ... ,KJAM Mobile Paging ond US WEST tuMer request that the Coml'MM)n approve INS 06/16197 07/07197 
Agreement l'Alhout a hearing and wtthoul allowing the lnte,vention ol 01h11 parbes Because lhlS Agreement was reached 
tlvough I/Olunllty neg()Ualions, t does not raise issues requiring a hearing 81'1d does not conoem other pallles not a part or the 
neaotlations. us anrvoval would further the ""bile lnterat • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

U S WEST Commun,cailons filed tanlf sheets that remove relerences to exchangn that have been sold by u S WEST The 
TC97-0112 sale was ellective June I , 1997 In addi1ion, this lllirlQ Includes some toll changes and clean-up items u S wes·T has 06117197 NA 

,-uested an elfeciJve dnle or June 1 1997 ,or 1111$ ftll= rs 1att· DJ/CM"I 
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So«tlt'D~ 
Pnblit Utilities Uommission 
SWc Cap11ol Buildln&- SOO East Capitol AYCflUC. Plttrc, Soulh Dalcoca S7S0l-S070 

Ociober 1, 1997 

Mr. Richard D. Coit 
Executive Diredor 
SOITC 
P. 0 . 8ox57 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE· Eligible Telecommunications Gamer appfication, TC97·085 
Heartland Communlcations, Inc 

Uear Mr. Coit. 

The above-referenced application has been reviewed by the staff or the Public Utlli1ies 
Commission The following additlooal Information Is needed in order for the Commls$1on to 
consider this appbcat,on: 

1. Pursuant to ,t7 C.F.R. 54.10 1(.a)(,t), single-party service or Its tunciional equivalent must 
be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) lo receive universal 
servie.. support mechanlsms. Does the above-referenced company have lhls service? 

2. Pursuant to ,t7 C.F R. 54.<105 and 54.411, Lsfel·'le and Unk Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to qualifying low·ll'ICOl1lil consumers. Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above. make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

3. Please provide a verif,cation by an authorized otf,cer, under oath, 10 the Commission In 
wt1ic:h the applican1 represents to the Commissaon lhat the tacts stated In the Request lor ETC 
Designation and the response to d1ta reqoest nos, 1 1nd 2. 1bove, ate truthful. 

Please respond by October 14, 1997 Upon recelpt or this lnferm1tlon, rt will be evaluated by 
staff 1 nd the matter will be scheduled lor consideration by the Commfssion Thank you for 
your altent,on 10 th,s matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN Ot,IL V MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA. 

<];"· ~• dJec ~ 
camron Hosea. 
Staff Attorney 

cc: Har1an &st 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEAR.ING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

) 
) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97.070 

TC97.071 

TC97.()73 

TC97.074 

TC97.075 

TC97.0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SUU Y BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

TC97-0a3 

TC97-084 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

3 

TC97-097 

i C97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC97·101 

TC97·102 

TC97•105 

TC97·108 

TC97-113 

TC97·114 

TC97·115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97·125 

TC97,130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97·167 

The South 0ako(a Public Uhllhes Comm1sS100 (CommisslOrl) received requests from 
the above captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as ehg1ble 
teleconvnunicahons earners 

The CommlsslOl'l electrorucally tranSlllllled notice of the f1hngs and the intervention 
deadlines to interested 1M 1v1duals and enht1es On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
received a PetJllOl'l to Intervene from Dakota Teloc:omm.rtteal!OnS Systems Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997 a1 ,ts regularly scheduled meeting. the Commission granted 
intervention to DTS and OTI 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Pet11tons to Intervene were 
filed 

The CoomsslOl'I has JUOsdtCtt0n over this mauer pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31, 1nclud1ng 1·26-1 8 1-26-19 49.31 .3 49-31-7 49-31 -71 , 49.31.11 and 47 
USC § 21 4(e)(1) thtough (5) 

The issues at the heanng shall be as follows ( l ) whether the above captioned 
1e'ecommunica11ons companies should be granted des1gna11or as eligible 
1etecommunica11ons earners and (2) what seMce areas shall be estabhshed by the 
Commission 



A heanng shall be held at 1.30 PM , on We<¥1esday, November 19, 1997. tn Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All pat1ies have the nghl to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These nghts and otner due process rights shall be foffe1ted 
if not exe<eised at the heanng II you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Deos1on will be based solely oo the testimony and 
evidence provided. rl any, during the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. After the heanng the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter F•ndings 
of Fact, CoocluslOOS of Law. and a Final Decision , egacdrng this matter. As a result of this 
hearing. the Comm1ss1on may either grant or deny the request frc , any of the above 
captioned tetecommunicallons companies re,quest1ng designation as an elig ible 
tetecommumcallOOS earner. and the Commission shall establish service areas for engible 
telecommu111cat1ons canie,s The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
10 the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned tek!communicahons companies should be 
granted designauon as el~ l)le telecommunicataons earners, and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for ehg1ble telecommunications carriers 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab11i11es Ad. this hearing Is being held In a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Utlhtles Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at leasl 48 hours pnor to the heanng rl you have spec,al needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you _ / 

. 'r/1 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. 1h13 7 day or November, 1997 

CERTIFICATE Of' SBIVICE 

OHICW. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Executive Director 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOOTH DAKOTA 

----·----------------
1 N THE HATTER OP THE PILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES POR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMP ANY 

COLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COO PERATIVE, I NC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATEL LITE 
CO MMUNICATIONS, I NC. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERAT IVE 
ASSOC IATES, I NC. 

SI UX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

PORT RANDALL TELEPHO~E COMPAN Y 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERAT£VE, INC . 

INTERSTATE TELECOMM UN I CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPJ.NY 

STATEL INE T~LECOMMUNI CATI ONS, £NC. 

ACCENT CO MM UNI CATIONS, INC . 

JAMES VALLEY COO PERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPAIIY 

IIEARTLANO COMM UNICATI ONS , JNC. 

MIOSTATE TEl,EPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

£ AST AJNS TELECOM 1N 

RECEIVED 
) 

> DEC O 2 1997 
) 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBORG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC . 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC . 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERAT IVE ASSOCI AT ION 

RC CO MM UN I CATI ONS, INC. 

SPLITROCK PROPER,TES, I NC . 

SPLI TROCK TELECOM COO PERATIVE, I NC . 

TR I - COUNTY TELECOM, l SC 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 
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UNJ ON TELEPHONE COMPANY 
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HANSON COUNTY T£L£PHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNI CATIONS INC ., 0/B/A 
MCCOOK TELECOK 

WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE 

KOBRIOGE TELECOMM UNICATIONS CO. 
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Pierre. Sou th Dakota 
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Laska Schoen f elder, Commisa1oner 
Pam Nelson, Commissioner 
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1 P B o c E £ P I N G S 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. We' ll go ahead and get 

3 started. I'll begin the hearing f or the docket s 

4 r elating to the eligible telecommu n ications c a rriers 

s designation . The time is app r o x imately 1:50. The d a te 

6 1s November 19, 1997; and the location of the hear i ng 

7 is Room 4 12, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota . 

B I am Jim Burg . Commission Chairman. 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoenfelder and Pa m Nelson are 

10 a lso present . l'm presid1ng over chis hea r ing . The 

ll hearing wao noclced pursuant to the Commission's Orde r 

12 Fo r and Not1ce o [ Hearing issued November 7 , 1997. 

11 The i ssues at this he a ring shal l be a s 

14 f o llows: One, whether the requesting 

15 telccommun1cat1ona company should be g ra nted 

16 designation as el 1g1 ble te lecommunicati o ns carriers, 

17 and. t wo, what se r v1ce areas sha ll oe established by 

18 the Commission . 

19 All part1es have the right to be present and 

20 co be represented by an at torney . All persons so 

21 testifying will b e s wo r n in and subject t o 

22 cros s -e x amination by the parties . The Commission's 

23 final decision may b e appea l ed by the part i es to the 

24 State C1rcu1t Court and the St a te Su p r eme Court. 

25 Rolayne Wi est will a ct as Commission 
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counse l. She may prov ide re commend ed rulings on 

2 p r ocedura l and ev1d entiary matte r s. The Comm1s s ior. may 

l overrule its couneel 's p re l 1m1nary rulings t h r oug hout 

4 the hearing. If no t over ruled , the prel1m.nary r uli~gs 

5 will become !1nal 

6 At this time I'll tJrn it o ver to Rolayne f o r 

7 I the hear:ng. 

8 MS. WIEST : I'll t ake appearances o! the 

9 parties. Rich, who do you represent ? 

:c 

. .. 
: ) 

< 

MR. co:, · :•m he re toda y representing all o f 

·n• so:Tc ~ember co~pan1es. a nd a lso Kado ka which has 

recently applied ( r membershi p with the coa lition . 

And Darla Ro gers is he re r e presenting s o me compan i es. 

and ; g11•ss she could 1nd1cat e f o r the record wh ich 

~ n··~ sh~·s rep r esenting. 

MS. ROGERS: I'm here representing Valley: 

S~oc cno! - Strandb~rg; Golden We st, including V1v 1an; 

MS . W!ES7 : Co~ld you repeat those again? 

2 0 Va!l~y. Stockho lm-Strandburg, V1v 1an, Gol de n West . 

MS. ROGERS · Golden West. Sully Buttes and 

MS. w: EST, us West. 

MR. HEAS70N. 8111 Heast o n and : a mmy W1lka 

! ~ S Wes· C ~~~n:cati or.s. 
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1 

2 

MS. CREMER : 

MR . HOSECK: 

Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

Camron Hoseck, Commission 

3 staff. 

4 MS. WIEST : We have b ad a request to t ake one 

s of these dockets first and that's TC97 ·075. Do any of 

6 the parties wa n t to make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don 't you proceed with 07S then. 

9 MR . COIT: Sure. that's fine . I ::'.eally d on' t 

10 have an opening statement. There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we woul d like to admit. And I unders t and 

12 there's alsc been some letters sent to the Commission 

13 that we would like to admit into the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC quest1ons. And that would be Exhibit Number 

15 1, which 1s the appl1cat1on o! f o rt Randall f or ETC 

16 designation, and Exh1b1t No. 2, which is the response 

17 o! fort Randall to a data request from staff, dated , ! 

18 bel1eve, October lat And there are two letters. 

19 don't know 1! we've marked those yet. 

2~ IEXHtB:7S NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

21 lDENTIFICAT!ON .J 

22 MR COIT: 7here are t wo other exh1b1ts that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. l. Kathy Marme t, 1s that 

,~ <he letter o! Dakota o r Is Exhibit 3 the letter . 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 is the letter o f 
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1 Da kot a . 

2 MR . COIT: So the Exhibit 3 is the letter 

3 from Robert Marmet to the Commiss ion, and Exh ibi t 4 is 

4 a letter from Mike Bradley to the Commission. 

5 MS. WIEST : What's the date of that letter , 

6 the letter from Brad ·cy? 

MR . COTT: November 18th . ., 
8 MS. WIEST: Because I have one dated No vember 

9 18th and one the 19th. 

10 

l l 

MR . COIT: I think so. le that right, 

Exhibit 3, is that the 19th? Okay . I had a letter 

12 that was dated yeste rday , but the ones we h~ve marke d 

13 

' . . .. 
1 5 

l 6 

1 ., 

: B 

for admission today, I believe b oth the letters are 

dated the 19th, No vember 19th. 

MS. WI EST : So the let ter from Mr . Brad le)· 

dated the 19th? 

:.!R. COIT: Yes. Sorry about that . 

MS WtEST : And that's Exhibit ~ . 
MR. co::- , don 't kno "'• why they're dated 

;:,o differently. The 19th 1s the one we're seeking 

2:. aa11nss1on o n, 1 believe. Yes, they are 1den~ical so 

we're seeking adm1ss1on o ! the 19th letter . 

MS. WIEST : I ~hlnk they 're not exactly 

is 

identical but we ·11 go with the 19th Could J see the 

I d o n't believe we got cop ies o f 
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1 tha t one. (Pause . l s:o at t.hio time a re you of feri ng 

2 Ex hibits l, 2, 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. CO lT : Yes, that's co rrect. 

4 MS. WIEST: Is there any o bjection t.o those 

s exhibits being admitted ? rf not , l. 2, 3 and~ have 

6 been a dmitted 1n TC97- 075. Then at this t1me I wou ld 

7 ask if any o f the parties have any quest1 o ns pertaining 

e to TC97-075, 1n c lud1ng the Commis s ion~ rs ? 

S The o nly q uestion I woul d have. Ri c h, is on 

1 0 the response to the da t a request. E x h.10 1 · 2. And the 

11 t1rst ques tion it tal ks about single party se rv ice. I 

12 guess it's not absolutely clear that i t' o ava il able t o 

13 a ll th e customers the way ~hat the stat.ement 1s wr it t en 

14 and answered. 

15 MR. CO IT: Oh , because they said d oes t he 

1 6 above - referenced compa n y have this serv ic e . 

17 MS. WI EST : R1ght. 

18 MR . COIT: Yeah. I guess that io cor rect . 

:9 And I am no t here today to s erve as a wi tness. 

2 0 MS. W! EST: No. 

21 MR . CO IT : !! that's a concern that you feel 

22 you need add ressed, and I hate to say this, but I waa 

23 led co be lieve that 1f the r e we r e s o me questions o n 

2 ~ ap1 Iications and there was not. a w1t.ness here t o an s wer 

25 ch•t. those questions could be dea lt w1th between r.ow 
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2 

3 

10 

and December 2nd. 7 he re are witnesses here t oday fo r 

s o me o ! the o the r appl 1cat i ons. b1 t there is no t a 

witness here today with respec t t o Fort Randall's 

appli c a tion. 

MS. WI E:S7 : The onl y other thing I woul d 

• suggest is that perhaps the Commission could Just have 

7 

9 

: o 

! ! 

: ~ 

: . 

it clar1 ~1ed by another affidavit !rom t he person. 

CHAIRMA N BURG: We could approve it o n the 

basis o ( that cl ar 1 ! 1cat1 on. 

MS. wr .. sT, A l ate • f1led exh1b1t JU &t 

c!ar :fy1ng that since we a re ta k ing a!f 1dav 1ts from the 

w itnesses on other issues. 

MR . COIT· 

I'S. WI ES7 : 

: appreci a t e t ha t opti o n. 

Ot herwise, are there a ny other 

l'"HA: RMA!I: BURG Ca n we ~ake bench decisi o ns? 

MS w: £ST. Sta:! w1ll have something too. 

The)' ,l h)vf' t est1r,,ony or, a ll o ! th e c a ses. Does acaff 

:• want to oo now, o r do you want to g o a t the ve r y end? 

MR. HOSECK Or191na ll y we had planned t o go 

MS. W! £ST All :he appl 1c a ntt? 

.)o! FI HOS£C;' Yes . And 1! these are t rea t ed 

en -ass o r so~~ t h:ng ! a : r l y close to t hat, t hen we 

2S wou~d be pr~pared t o put o n ou r c ase 1n a similar 



l manner. 

2 CHAIRMAN BURC: That's fine . 

11 

3 MS. WI EST: Let's just go through them and 

4 then we'll have Harlan as the witness. Let's go bac k 

5 to TC97·068. 

6 TC97 -068? 

Does anyone hove any q uestions on 

., 
8 

9 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a clar ification. What 

data request response 

MS. WIEST : 

is this ? 

Yes . That would be in that 

1 0 pa c ket . 

ll MR . COIT: ls there a chance that we could 

12 consider or deal with these en mass as Mr . Hoseck has 

13 indicated or suggested? 

1 4 MS. WIEST : r·d rather not Just because on a 

lS fe w of them I have a couple questions on some o f tnem. 

16 MR . CO IT : Okay. Should I go ahead a nd 

17 introduce the exhibits? 

18 MS . WIEST : Yes . 

19 MR . COIT: W1th respect to Docket TC97 -06 8 

20 there are t wo exh1b~ts . Exhibit No. l is the a ctual 

21 E7C request f lied by V1~1a n Tel ephone Company. And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 19 the response o f Vivian Telephon~ 

23 Company to a da ta request from Co~mission staff. We 

H 

25 

would move the admission o f those exhibits. r d o not 

h a ve the dates . J d on't have them here with me. 
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l 

2 

3 

.. 

Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhibit No. l 1a 6·1997, 

and the date on the response to the data r equest is 

10-H - 97. 

CHAI RM.AN PURG: 6-9; right, not 6-19? 

S MR COI T : 6 · 19 6 - 9, e~cuse me. 

6 MS. WI E?ST : Okay . ts there any obJection to 

7 admitting Exhibits land 2 1n 0687 If not, they've 

8 been admitted . A9a.1n. Rich, o n Exh1b1L 2, the first 

9 question. it says we provide single party servi ce 

1 0 t hroughout. 

l t c ust o mers? 

I guess I'll a3scme that me ans a ll 

12 MR. COlT: I woul d call Don Lee. Don Lee 19 

1 3 h Pre repre s enting Vi v i an as well as some of the other 

1 .; ccmpan1es . 

:s 

: 7 

Po n ~ee, d o you want to take a seat? 

DON LEE, 

c a ll ed as a witness, being first duly swo rn . 

was exa~1ned a nd testified as foll o ws : 

D:BECT EXAMINATION 
: 9 EtY MR CO ,:' : 

zc Cc1! d y oc :espo nd t o Comm1ss1on counsel's 

2 : q u eac1 o n, please , 

A. Yes . Th;: answe:- to your question 1s. yes, 1t 

~ 3 a ues :no. c a:e :. .. 11:. · !"?~y p:--o vid~ service private line 

2; th : .13h ou t the study area. 

ZS MS . ~! ES7 S1n9le party t o a ll customers? 



l 

2 

3 

I t's avai l able to a ll customers? 

A. Ri ght . 

MS. WIEST : Th ank you. That's the onl y 

1 3 

4 question I have . Does anybody e lse have any questions 

s for thls witness for 068? If not, thank you . I did 

6 adm 1t Exhibit 1 and 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT: We ~ ould move the admission of 

8 Exhibits No. 1 and 2 in 069 , and that is an ETC request 

9 or application dated 6-9-97 and response to a staff 

10 dar a requ e st dated 10-14 -97. 

11 MS. W!EST: Any obj ect ion? If not, they've 

12 been admitted. 

13 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Exc uae me, I do 

1 ~ not have the data request up here with me fo r some 

~5 reason. I'm sorry abou~ tnis, but I need to go back 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about the Li fe line , Li n k Up . r thin k 

17 wa s that covered in the dat a request? I'm sorry t o be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did n~t have that and sot 

19 need :o kno w whether this company is doing Li f eline, 

20 Llnk Up no~ or whether you need to -- whether y ou 

21 1nlend to have lhat implemented by l·l? 

22 A. You're r eferring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Compa ny? 

2 4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian i s 

25 what we're doing now . 



14 

l A . V1vi a n Telephone Company does p rov ide 

2 Lifeline and Link Up thro ughout its syst e m wit h the 

3 e x c eptio n of t he Vi v i an Excha nge, and t he y a nticipat e 

4 providing 1t in the Vivi a n Exchange b y January l , 

s 1998. 

6 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: But a nticipa ted 

7 and d o ing it are t wo different things. And l ch i n k I'm 

8 901n9 to have to be assured cha t yo u're ei t her goi ng t o 

9 do i t o r tltat y ou•::-e going co ask ( o r something from 

10 us. 

11 A. Do yo u wa nt a commitmen t t hat we will d o i t 

12 by chat date? 

l 3 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I th in k that ' s 

1 4 o ne of the requ1rements, i! I'm rea ding the Act right. 

l 5 

' -. " 

A. Ye ah . 

COMMI SSIO~ER SCHOENFELDER: And I chink 

!7 tna t•s important t hat we h a ve that o n the recor d . 

18 A . Ce rta1n l y. Commi ssi o ner . The answer is , yes, 

: 9 they are c~mm ::te~ to pro viding it by 1 - 1 - 1 998. 

CONMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank y o u . 

CHA: RMA!i BURG: Just a qu~st1on, a g e nera l 

22 ~ ne o n that . On the c o :1. what d o we call .t toll 

23 control? Do we need a statement on tho se, t oo, o r a 

req~cst ! o r a waiver? 

MS. WIE ST : They did a ctually r e qu e s t ~a ive rs 



1S 

1 in the i r origindl applications. 

2 MR . COI T : I wa s a t the conclusion o f goi ng 

3 thro ugh, I guess. the questions a nd so f o r th, I wa s 

4 basically -- before t he Commission a cts on any o f 

S these, g o ing to restate the request. . Bu t i f the 

? Commission has question s of ~ r. Le e wi th respect co 

7 ce rt a in aspects o f prov iding it . 1 wou ld - - yea h. ! 

8 would sugge s t y o u go ahead a nd ask i\. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: No , I don' t have a pro b lem as 

10 long as we k no w all of them that's go i ng to apply t o. 

11 In o c he r words, if it a p p l\~b ~o every o ne o f the m, 

1 2 then the statement a t : he end s ayi ng i t app l ies on all 

13 of them is ~dequate f o· me. Or if y ou have some t hat 

14 al r eady could do the toll control, we ne ed to know 

1S chat. 1 douot 1 f t l1e re are any a t th is time . 

16 M~ COTT: No, ve don' t. And the wa i ver 

17 request is i ncluded in all the applicat ions . But just 

18 t o ma ke sure it wa s r uled on, r was i n tending on 

19 bringing it up aga in at lhe e nd. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay. That's fine with me . 

21 MS. WfES T : Any othe r quest ions of this 

22 w1tness regarding 060 and 069? If not, we wi ll go to 

23 TC97-070. 

2 <: MR . COIT: Again, I wo u ld move for the 

2S admission of t wo e xhibits in TC97·07U, and that is the 



1 ETC appl1 c at 1on o r requtst dated 6·10 ·97 and response 

2 to staf!'s data request d ated 10 ·97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJect 1on? If not, Exhibi t s 

4 land 2 have been admitted. Ar e there any question s 

s with regard to th1• docket ? I f n ( t, let's go to 

6 TC97 -07 1 . 

7 MR . COl':- we would move for the admi ssion of 

B Exh1b1ts No.land 2, request for ETC statu s da ted 

9 6 · 10- 97 and re•pon• e to data request o f staf ! dated 

10 ?C-9-07, 

: l 

2 ? 

MS . Wt EST Any obJ e c tion to Exh ibit• l and 

I ! not. they've been admit ed. Are there any 

13 questions regard1~9 TC97-071? 

H 7C97 073. 

I! not. we ~t:l g o to 

: s MR . corT· We would move for the adm1ss1on of 

16 Exh1b1t No. 1, E7C request dated 6·11-97 and Exh1b1t 

17 No. 2, reJpo noe to staff data request dated 10·14 -97. 

MS . 1-. EST 

19 2 being 3drn1tted? 

Any o b J e c t1 ons co Exh:b1ts land 

they have been ad~1tted . 

2 t Any quest:ons reg~ro : j O 3; 

MR. CO IT: wo uld n o te that Dennis Law. who 

1s the c urrent manager o ! Siou x Va lley Telephone 

23 Company. is available if the Comm 1ss1oners have a ny 

2 .; questi o ns 

25 MS W:EST: Any questions? If not. we• 11 g o 
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1 toTC97-074. 

2 MR . COI T: We woul d move for the admission o f 

J Exh i b i t No. 1, which is the £ TC request dat e d 6-12 -97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data request dated 

S 10 -3 1 -97. 

6 MS . WI EST : Are there any objections? If 

7 not, l and 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 q1estionA concerning 07 4 ? I ha ve the same question on 

9 this one. Rich, with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

MR . COIT: Wo u l d an aff idavit b e adequate ? 11 

12 

l) 

MS . WI EST : Yeah, a s for as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I ~111 make sure that gets 

1 4 f!.led. 

1S ~:S. WI EST: Any quest ions on 07 4 ? If not, 

J6 let 's go t o TC97 ·077. 

1 7 MR. COIT: We would move ~or t he admission o f 

18 Exh ibit No. 1. which is the ETC request and that's 

15 dated 6 - 13-97. Also move for admission of Exhibit No. 

20 2, wh1ch is a response to dat a request dated 10 -9-97. 

21 And there is al s o an Exhi bit No. Jin this docket, a 

22 supplemental re sponse to staff data request. It's 

23 dated 10-28-97 . We mo ve the admission of all threu 

24 e xh ibits. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any obJection? 1 C not, t host! 
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1 three e xhibits have been admitted. Are there any 

2 quest ions regarding this docket? 

3 MR . CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee 1s represen ti ng 

~ ITC today as well? 

5 MR . LEE: That 's right . 

6 MS . WIEST: Okay . Let's go to TC97-078 . 

7 

e 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

l3 

-.. 

MR . COIT: We mo ve for the admission of 

Ex hib1t No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-13-97 

and mov e ! o r t he admission of Exh i bit No. 2, which 1s 

re sponse to staff d ata request dat ed 10·9-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any o b j ecti o n to those e xh ibi ts? 

:: not, they 've bee:n admitted. Any quest1.ons 

concet.,-ng t!ns docke t ? Let 's g o t o TC97-080. 

MR COt T : We mov e for the admission o f 

15 Ex h101 t No. l, which 1s the ETC request dated 6- 16 -97 , 

!f a nd also nove for adm1ss1on o ! response to staf f data 

!7 request Ex h1b1t Xo. 2. wh 1ch 1s dated 10-1 4 -97. 

18 MS. ;;: £ST· Any obJ ection to Exhibits land 

If not. Lhey ·~e been adm:tted. Any questi o ns 

20 tegard1ng thts d oc k~t ~ 

:? :-:jJ .. 081 . 

: : not, let's move to 

• 2 MR . COIT: We mov e !or the admission o f ETC 

2' reques · da~ed 5-:6 Q7, which is Exh ib i t No. l. and also 

.. ~ F: x h1b1t No. 2, respo nse t o staff data request , da t e d 

25 :c-:s-s1. 



1 MS. WIEST: Are the r e any objections to l a nd 

2 2? If not, they've been admi tted . Any questions 

l regarding this docket 1 So , Rich, with respect to t h is 

4 one, you will be asking at the end about the waiver fo r 

5 the single party and al l the other waivers; l s tha t 

6 right? 

7 MR. COI T : Is there a wai ver request in the 

8 Stateline o n che single party issue? 

9 MS. WlEST: Yes. 

10 MR . COIT: l wasn't aware of c hat . 1 

11 understood there were some companies tha t had purchased 

12 us West e xchanges cha t were still in the process o f 

13 converting some party lines. But, yes, i f they need a 

14 waiver, I guess so . l'll renew that request. I d on't 

15 have any factua l int o rmation l can prov ide. I don't 

16 believe, Mr . Lee, are y ou here representing St a teline? 

17 MR. LE£ : I am . And in conversations wjth 

18 St a t el i ne manageme nt yesterday, they indicated that 

19 they would l1kely need a waiver request until March, 

20 April time frame wh en they can f inish the const r uction 

21 to provide all on e party service. 

22 MS. WTEST : And in their application they're 

23 actually asking for a one - year waiver; correct? 

2 4 MR . LE£: But they're willing c o shorten i t 

25 up. 
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l MS . WIEST: So you probably just need a 

2 waive r until June? 

3 MR. LEE: That would b~ adequate . 

4 MS . "1IEST: June 1st? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : Do we need t o act on the 

6 wa ivers now? 

7 COXM ISSIONER SCHOENFE~DER : Do you want a 

8 motion o n the wa iver now? 

9 MS. WIEST: Let's talk about that. The thing 

10 1s that all of these, believe, are going to also need 

ll a motion o n the wa1vers for the one year on the toll 

12 control. and we haven·t been doing any of those motions 

13 at this time. 

CHA!RMAS BURG , We have t o take each o f those 

: s separa te motions. do you thin k . at the end for the toll 

:6 c-o:1trol? 

1? 

1a 

MS WIEST , Yes . If we want to go • · 

MR . CO !T : We coul d pick 1t up here now and 

: s star~ 00109 waivers 7hat might be the eas~e•t way . 

:o CHAIRMAN BURG: If we got to go through each 

~: one 

:2 MR . COIT: Rule o n them as you go chr~ugh. 

:3 CHAI RMAN BURG : Easier than going ba c k . 

2 .; MS. WIEST : Okay . For 081 wi th re spect to 

:s · h~ w 1ve r until June 1st, 1°98, concern1n9 single 
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1 pa r t y service to all customers, and the second wa i ve r 

2 o n toll control for one year -- one year from wh a t 

3 date, Rich? 

4 MR. CO IT: I thin k l wou l d gu e ss that tha t 

s wou ld be from th e date o f t he o rder. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: Oka y . 

MR. COIT: On the toll control? 

spea k i ng to the toll contr ol; co rrect? 

MS. WIEST: Yes, t oll control. 

You're 

10 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENF~LOER : I have a q ues t ion 

11 as long as we're t alking about the waivers bo th on toll 

12 cont r ol and on the single par ty s~ r vice . As long aa 

13 you're asking ! o r wa ivers. l e t's ake su re it's done 

1 4 properly and that we're not back here in t wo months 

15 asking for more waivers. 1 wo uld hate to go through 

16 this process. o r would n o t li ke to go through this 

17 process again . I think we need t o be a ccura te when 

18 we're doing i t. l a lso have a quest ion about what 

19 meets th~ requ i rements o f the Act? How much of a 

2 0 wa i ve r can we give? 

21 to that. 

22 MS. WIEST : 

don 't know as I kno w the an a wer 

Right. The time a ctually 1n t h e 

23 FCC Order is no t spec1fied. Bue it does say in 

2 4 pa . agraph 89, 1 beli e ve, tha t t he Commiss i o n muse , u p on 

25 a [1ndJng o f e x ceptional circumstanc es, you c a n make a 
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1 waiver f or s ingle party s erv ice s f or a speci f ied period 

2 of time And also on the toll limitation the compa n y 

3 must also show e xceptiona l ci r cumstances exist and ne ed 

f o r additional t i me t o upgrade. They should have t o 

5 sho~ 1nd1v1dual h a rdship. ind1vidualiied hardship or 

6 inequity warrants add1t1onal time to comply and t hat 

7 would better serve the public interest that is 1n 

9 strict adherence t o the time period a nd i t should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e x ce p tional ci r cumstances 

?0 ..,X!8t . 

1 l MR. CO IT : I would note t ha t 1n the 

12 appli c a tions, wh ile we've req uested a year, we've a l s o 

13 1nd1 c ated tha t w1t h 1 n that period of time we woul d file 

.4 so~e :n!or ~a~:on with the Comm1ss1on 1nd1cat1n9, y ou 

:s kno w, when the capab:lity 1s available. If the 

,6 Comm:ss1 on · what we h a ve ·· and Mr . Lee, l think, can 

:1 answer so-e q~est1 ons 1n the area o( t oll cont r ol cha t 

: s : can't a nswer B~t we're fa c ed with a s1tuat1on toda y 

1~ wher~ thP c apab1l1t:en are j ust n o t available. If a 

~C year.& t oo !ong. you kno w, from our perspective we 

2! really d:dn·t kno w when 1t would be ava1lable and 

ha~·s why we req~ested a year . Sut if there's better 

23 1 n! o rmat1 o n o n that, maybe the time period c a n be 

But righ t n o w we r~ally d on·t kno w when t he 

25 c apability is 901ng t o be ava1l a ble. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

23 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I hate to be labo r 

the point, and I kno w everyone wants to get thr ough 

this, but to me it's very important that we do i t 

right. And so i f it me ans that we need to answer the 

question when we grant these wa i ver s and we send these, 

or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

y ou have spelled out why these companies -- at least 

th is is wha t I'm underst a nding -- why these companies 

c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going to take that 

long of a period o f time to do single party service. 

And so I think tha t should be in the applicat ion 

somewhere, o r at least in o ur motion as we approve it, 

or we should h av e something o n the record to support 

14 whe r e we' r e golng. 

15 MS. WIEST: Th ey do expla i n the reas ons in 

16 their applicat:on, their orlginal application. with 

17 respect to toll control. 

18 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MS. WIEST: But 1f there are any furt her 

questions tha t the Comm1ss ion wou ld li ke t o ask at t h 1s 

Li~e. 1f you need mo re Inf ormat ion o n that, we could d o 

tha t now. 

CO MM fSSION ER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like t o 

24 know ·· and th1s probabl y isn't true o f al l compan ies. 

25 Ru t o f the ones you' re tes t i fy i ng fo r a t l ease, 



1 Mr . Lee, where the y're at in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to d o these t wo things and what kind of 

3 delays you might e xpect . Because 1 don't want this to 

4 not go f orward the way that it ·~ been perceived that it 

S sho uld g o forward. 

6 MR. LEE : Sure . Okay. r might respond to 

7 tha t in gene ral ; and then if there are specific 

8 queat1 ons . l' d be happy to do that . Bu t the issue o f 

9 toll lim1ta t1on, which l believe under the FCC's 

10 descr i ption identifies a toll restr ic ti o n and a t o ll 

11 cont r ol . and the issue at hand 1s 1n the t o ll control, 

12 which my understand ing 1a t o indicate that the end user 

13 subsc r iber :s t o be able t o con trol the amoun t o f its 

' , ... ~o nchly b1:1. at which time a restr iction aut omat1cally 

: s A. c ka in and disallows acces s t o the long distanc e 

1 6 n<'t.wo rk To my k nowledge, there i s no s witch vendo r 1n 

!7 ~h~ ~ r.1~ed St a tes toda y who prov1dea that c apab1l1ty 

:s -. .·h1n tt.5 s •n tch. l kno w that the v endo rs are wo rki ng 

!.S o n ?t cou!d not sit here with a clear cons cience 

: c a nd 1nd1 c te tha t on X date that I would e xpect it wi ll 

be avallable C1ven my honest o pini o n , 1 would doubt 

ch~ it's ava:lat!~ to the g~ne ra l p o pu lat i on w1 th1n a 

~3 year's time per1od. And therein 1a the reaso n 1 

24 be!:eve that SD :Tc me~oers ask f o r the on e - year period 

25 bn c use we don't ant1c1pate 1t being a v a ilable . 
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l The secon d or a lte r n a tiv e to that is a 

2 software provisioning of toll control. And, a g a in . to 

3 my k nowl edge . there 1s no interf a ce bet ween a so f t wa r e 

, sybtem and a s witch that has that c a p a bility . 

5 Prima rily because it would tak e re a l time racing of a 

6 customer's usage; and because the customer control 

7 switch 1nterexchange carrier it's choosing. there a re a 

8 myriad of optional call pl a ns a nd rate structures chat 

9 would be applied . And, to my kn .;> wledge, ther-e )U SC 1s 

10 n o technology, nor soft wa re , a vailable co ca r ry o ut 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

!6 

17 

that program. 

COMMJSSIONER SCHOENPELDEP: And if I recall 

right, u; doesn't · - it 's noc pe r misslve, one or t he 

othe r . You really to need to do all o f the above . 

MR. LEE: It includes both, that's correct. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENPELDER: r believe some 

companies have asked the PCC f or cl arification , that 

18 sort of thing . And as far as I know, you might have 

19 be:ter informat~on than l do tha t that decision has not 

20 been handed d o wn by the FCC. 

21 MR . LEE: A, ! doubt l ha v e better 

22 information; and, B, 

23 d o wn to my kno wledge. 

ag r ee it has not been handed 

There is tha t clarification 

2~ procedure request in front of t he FCC. 

25 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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l CHAIRMA N BURG: To my k nowledge, everybody 

2 c an of fer toll l1m1tat1on; right. from what we've had 

3 to get a gene r al s tatement~ 

MR . LEE : I ' m 901n9 to define as toll 

5 restri ction. lf I c an . instead o( t oll limitation, yes. 

6 

7 mean . 

CH AIRMAN BURG · Toll bloc king 1s what I 

Everybody can o !fer that? 

8 MR !..EE : To my kno wledge, chat's a true 

9 sta t ement. 

:o CHAIRMAN BURG : And I guess my posi ti on is to 

11 me. che o ther·· 1 really don't see, you know, sinc e 

1 2 you said It's n o t available, I can't see them implying 

l3 1t or even putting it into here . I thin k it satisfies 

l~ al. o [ ou r needs. r have no problem giving the full 

15 y e ar 0 1 more dB l o ng as it gets thro ugh FCC, which at 

' . 
' 0:, t his time it appears 1t should. Sol do n' t see this 

17 pc: nt to me 1n making it a shorter l1m1t because · 

l e d or' l think it w1l~ I nterfere with the ETC 

20 MR . LEE: ! wou ld agree with that and then 

2: ~ocl d p o int ou t 1n the appl;cat1ons the companies ha ve 

2 2 1nd1cared that they w1ll 1nuest1gate and will work with 

~l the:r s wi tch vendors s o that when 1t d o es become 

ava1lable, they're willing to implement it. r think 

. 5 that the telephone companies f eel that o nce 1t become s 
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l I available. it is i n the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of t hat concept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : With that I'll move that we 

4 grant the o ne - year wai v er on toll ·· what is it 

S called ? Toll limi tation? Toll cont r ol? 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: l'd oeco nd . 

7 cnMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'm going to 

8 co ncu r wi th that as long as the mo tion is understood 

9 that there wil l be s ome f ormal way t o l imi t toll f or 

10 these customers just so that everybody understands the 

11 motion. 

12 CHA IRMAN BURG : ! think in e very appli c ation 

13 you ag r eed tha t you can do toll restri ction -· 

MIL LEE: Rigih t . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG: i f r remember read i ng t he 

16 applica tions, and t hat to me is sat i sfactory . 

17 

18 

MR. LEE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 

1~ sepa r ate mot!on? Okay . 

20 we need on this one? 

Do you want them as a 

I'll a l s o move -- wh ich o ne do 

21 MS. WIEST: The single party se r vice until 

22 June 1st . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

2 ~ wa 1ve r in TC97 -08l in the s i ngle part y requiremen t 

2S unttl June 1, 1998 . 
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COMMI SS I ON~R NELSON: I'd second. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WI EST : Any ocher questions in 081? Do 

4 you want to go back now? 

5 CHA IRMAN BURG: It mig h t be easier co go b a c k 

6 and get these othe rs . 

7 

8 

MR. CO I T : Whatev e r . 

MS. WIEST: We'll go b a c k to 068, and the 

9 mo ti on 1n 068 wi ll be f o r the on e -yea r waiver on toll 

10 control. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move chat we g r ant the 

12 waiver o! toll cont~ol 1 n TC97 •075. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second . 

CO MM ISS I O~ER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

: 5 068 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant the toll 

mean !'ll mov~ we grant the waiver for toll 

~8 !1m1tat 1on 

MS ;./!ES':' 7 o!l cont r ol I • s rry, we have 

_o t o be d Ccurate because what the FCC d1d 1s they ca11 it 

corrbined toll cont r o ! and t o ll bl oc ~1ng as coll 

t1m1 ta1.1 on. 

CHi.:RM,\1' BU?G, :·11 mcve we grant the waiver 

t oll cont rol 1n TC9 7-068. 

25 COM~: ss : o N~R NELSON : Secor.Jed. 



COMMISSI ONER SC~OENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . W! EST : Fo r one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS . WIEST : 0 69 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'l l keep making ~hem . 

29 
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6 move we gran t the to ll con t r ol wa ive r 1n TC97·06 9 f o r 

7 one year . 

8 co~~I SS I ONER NE LSON: S econded . 

9 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

l < 

1S 

16 

17 

MS WI EST : 070. 

CHAl RMA N BURG: I'l l mo ve that we grant t oll 

contro l i n TC97·0 7 0 f o r one year, the wa iver (or o ne 

yea r . 

CO MM ISS I ONE R NELSON: Second it . 

CO MM ISS I ONEF SCHOENFEL ER : Con c ur . 

MS WI EST: 

CHA I RMAN BURG . l ' l l mo ve t ha t we gran t tol l 

18 cont r o l, the wa i ver ! or t oll con t r o l. 1n TC97 - 07l f o r 

19 o ne ye ar . 

20 COMMI SS IONER NELSON: Seco nded . 

21 

22 

COMMI S S IONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : 073. 

2 3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant th~ wa i ver 

24 ! o r toll contro l 1n TC9 7 - 073 f or one yea r . 

25 COMKI SS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 



l 

2 

3 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST : 0 74 . 

30 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the wa~ver 

~ ! or tol. control 10 TC97·07~ ! o r one yea r . 

s 

( 

7 

8 

COMM! SSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. IHES7 : 077. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g ra nt the wa iver 

9 f or toll control 1n TC97 ·077 for one yea r . 

10 

11 

: .; 

: 1-

COMM: SSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMlSSI ONE R SCHOE NFELDER: Concur. 

MS WIEST· 078. 

CHA IRMA?: BURG: I' ll move we g r ant the wa ive r 

tor toll control 1n TC97-078 ! o r one year. 

COMM!SS! O~ER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMM:ss: o ~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS w: .:s, 0 8 0 

CHA: RNA?{ B vRC And :·11 rnove we grant the 

:~ wa~v~r : o r tol~ ~ont ~ol tn 7 CS7-080 ! o ~ one y~ar 

: C, COMM: SS!ON~P NE~SON: Seconded. 

COMM: ss : ON£R SCHOEN FELDER: Ccncur. 

:z CHAIRMAN BURG: We d1d 8 : ; r1qht, and we a re 

MS WlEST 

;;~ oe J. ,c91 -083. 

Any furthe r quest1cns on 081? 
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1 MR. COI T : we wo uld move for t h e a dmiss ion o f 

2 the ETC request filed b y Accent , d a t ed 6 - 17 • 97, a nd 

3 Exhib i t No. 2, the r esponse t o sta f f d a ta r equ e st wh1ch 

4 is dated 10-8 -9 7 . 

S MS. WIEST: Any obJection I f no t , l a nd 2 

6 have been a dmitted . Any questions rega r ding 0 83 ? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll move we g r ant the toll , 

e the waive r f o r t oll control in TC97- 08J f o r o ne year. 

9 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

10 

1 1 

12 

CO MM I SS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WI EST : T C97• 0 8 4 . 

MR. COlT: We move f o r the admission o! the 

13 ETC r equest dated 6 - 17-97, wh ich is ma rked Exh i b it No. 

14 1, and we mo ve ! o r the admiss ion of Ex hibit No. 2, the 

15 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 1 0· 8 ·97. 

16 MS. WIEST: Ar e the re any objections? If 

17 not, they've been a dmitted. 

18 CHA IRMAN BURC: I'll move we grant the waiver 

1~ ! o r toll control 1n TC97 -0 8 4 ! o r one year . 

20 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I ' ll concur . 

22 Doe s this have a s1ngl~ party quesf io~ o n this o ne? 

23 MS. WIEST: No. They s a i d in the i r o r igi na l 

2 4 application that they a re o ffering single party servi c e 

25 to a ll consumers . 
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1 

2 

) 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a sticky on 

it . Sorry. James Valley ; right? 

MS. WI EST : ! believe i n their ·· o kay . 

4 v~a h, that was &o b ' & question . And t he rea son he had 

s the question 1a :c was a " tuall y 1n the original 

5 app11ca t1on So if y ou look at the origina l 

7 application on page t wo, u nder q u esti o n nu~ber three, 

6 they do st a te tha t they provide single pa r ty servic e to 

9 al l co nsumers 1n their se r vi ce a r ea . Number four down 

10 o n tha t list . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

12 MS. WIEST : Tha nk you . Okay. Let's go to 

:3 7C97 · 085. 

. , . , XR. COIT: We mo ve f o r admitting o f Ex hib it 

:s No the ETC reques t, dated 6 · 17-97 , a nd Exhibit No . 

lo : he response t o sta!f data request dated 10·10·9 7. 

! 7 MS WIES7 : An y o b J e ct i ons? l f no t, they· ve 

,8 oeen ad~itted. : ha~e the same questi o n here w1th 

:~ r~sp~ c L to quest10~ nu-bcr on e . 

2 0 MR . co:, : Mr. Benton is ava1.lable to respond 

2l :: o questions, I belleve . Is th is Heartland? R,ght ? 

22 0 1, Do ~. c an y o u respond lo any questions ? 

23 MR. l..EE: Ma rk has a sk~d me to respond on his 

benal! , whi ch wi ll be Heartl ~ nd Commu nications, and 

25 they a re o f!er1ng all single. 
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l MS. WIEST: Single party was offered to all 

2 cus tomers ? Any othe r ques tions concern i ng this 

3 d ocket? Is there a mo t ion? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll move that we g ra n t the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97-089 for one year. 

6 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

7 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

8 MS. WIEST: 085, I believe. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97-0 8 6. 

11 MR. COIT: We move for the admissi o n o f ETC 

12 request . Ex hibit No. l, dated 6- 17 -97 , a ~d response to 

13 ataft dat a requests, Ex hibit No. 2, which 1s dated 

l'i 10•10- 97 . 

:5 V.S w: ES7 : 

:6 r.ave been ad~.tted . 

17 that, ~r . ~ee ? 

18 ~I' ~EE • 

Any ob1ec-t1on s ? I! no·. they 

sa~e quest i o n. can y ou ~nawer 

:·~ sorry, I don't have the 

!S alis oc .a~~d ~~-p4L~es w.th Lhe e x hibit numbers . Which 

2 C ~o-~•r.; ar~ J • re!e ~:~ng :o? 

2: 

22 

:3 serv!ces . 

25 

MP c~ :T. Kids tate . 

~R . LEE , 7hey are curren t ly all private line 

MR . COlT: S~ngl e party; co r rect? 

MS . WIEST: Single party to a ll customers ? 
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2 

3 d ocke t? 

3 4 

MR. LEE : Co rrect. 

MS . WIEST: Any other questi o ns 1n this 

CHAI RMAN BURG: 1 ·11 ~ove we g rant the t ol l 

S contro : waiver 1n ~c9- 086 to r o ne y ear 

6 

7 

s 

22 

23 

25 

COMM ISS:O~ER NE~SON 1·d second 1:. . 

COM~ lSS,OSER SCHO£~FEL~£R Concu r 

~s w: £S7 . 

:: not Exn1b1ts 

toll 

, d second tt . 

Concur 

I'S ~ :£ST. Again , t·d h ,n·e a qu estion on 

MR C0 :7 Mr Lee 111 representing Baltic as 

W " l 1 , 

MR . LEE : Balt1c 1s curren t ly all privat e 

!1ne. :·m sorry, single party. I should use the r ight 

t~ r m, singl e party service. 

MS. WIEST: To all cus t ome rs ? 
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MR . LEE: Correct. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97-088. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission o f 

4 Exh ibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6- 17 -97, and response 

s to staff d~ t .& request, which is Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is 

6 date d 10 - 17 -97. 

7 MS . WI EST: Any objections? lf n o t, Exhibits 

8 land 2 have been admitted. 

9 CHA I RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

10 o n to ll con t r o l i n TC97 - 088 for one yeLr. 

ll 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

19 

2 C 

2? 

th i s one, 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST : 

Mr . Lee? 

MR. LEE : 

MS . WTEST: 

MR . LEE: 

MS W: ES ':' 

l"(S W:ES':' 

MR C0:7 

Can you answer my question 

Compa ny name, please? 

East Pl ains . 

Cu r r e n t l y i s 

7'h a r:k you. 

7C9 7-089 . 

all slngle party 

We = o ve ! or t he admi ss ion o f 

on 

22 Exhibit Ne : . v t:ch :s the ETC r e qu es t d a t e d 6 -17-97 , 

23 and the ad= . ss1on o ! Ex n1b1t No. 2. wh1cn is a r esponse 

2 4 co staff d a ta request , da ted 10-21-91 _ 

25 MS . w:ES7 : Any object ions ? If not. tbey•ve 
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1 been admitted . Sa me question. 

2 MR . COIT : I d o n't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representing Western today. What did they s ay in 

4 the response ? 

s MS. WIEST: They said Western Telephone 

6 o ffer s single party service . My ques tion 1s do they 

7 o !fer to every customer again ? 

8 

9 

:n 

MR . CO : :': W•l 1 

MS . WIEST · Can you do a late - filed o n that ? 

We c an d o an a!!1dav1 t o n that 

l: one. 

MR C0:7 : 

g\.ees 

: . 

: " 

c iv.:Rl'!AN S .. RG, l !! move we grant a wa iver 

o n toll contro ~ ! o r 7 C97-0 8 9 ! o r one year . 

:·d second lt. 

COM~! SS : O~ER SCHOE~ FELOER: Concur . 

MS w:ES7 OKay . Let's go on to TC97-090. 

~R C0 :7 We ~o ve for the admissi o n o! 

.• Ext. b.t ~ o i, which 1s :he ETC reque st dated 6 - 17·97, 

!• a~~ Ex ~ :bt~ s o ~. which !S the respons e t o staf! data 

it requ~st dated 10- 2; -97. 

~ S. W: ES7 : Any o bJect1on? If not, they've 

2~ b••n admitted. Any questions conce r ning this docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

2 4 ~atver on toll control 1n TC97-090 f or o ne year. 

25 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 



l 

2 

) 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·092. 

MR . COIT : We move for the admission of 

37 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, wh ich is the ETC request o f Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6 - 18 -97, and move f or the 

6 admission o f Ex h ibit No. 2, which is the response to 

7 staff data req uest dated 10-1 0- 97. And 1 would note 

8 that Mr. Ro d Baue r is he re to respond t o any quest ions 

9 that t he Commissioners or staff may have concerning 

10 the i r request . 

11 MS. WIEST: Any questions c oncerning this 

12 d ocket? If not , do you have a moti on? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit bot h those? 

1'1 MS. WIEST: l'm s o rry, I did not. I will 

lS admit Exhibit Numbers l a nd 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move t h a t we grant a 

17 waiver on to l l con trol . n TC97 -09 4 f o r one year . 

18 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

19 COMM, SS : O~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

2 0 MS. WJES7 · 7C97-093. 

21 MR. co :7 : We woul d move f o r the admission o f 

22 Exh1b!t No, 1. which ~a the ETC request o f Jefferson 

23 Te lephone Company. dated 6-18-97, and move also for ·he 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2, response t o staff da t a 

2S r equest , wh ich is dated 10- 1 0- 97 . And I woul d note 
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1 chat Mr . Dick Conno rs is ava i lable t o answer any 

2 quest1ons concerning the J ef f erson request . 

3 MS. WIEST : Any o b jection t o the exhibit s? 

If not, they've been admitted . 

s conce r ning th is doc ket? 

An y questi o ns 

6 

7 

s 

9 

: ! 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we gra nt a wa i ver 

! o r t o ll control 1n TC97 · 093 for one year . 

CO~M ISS: ONE R NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMM ISS: ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WI ES 7 : 7 C97·0 94 . 

MR . C0:7 We ' d QOVe f o r the adm1ss1on o ! 

: 2 Ex h 10 1 t No : . wh: c h :s the ETC request da ted 6-19 - 97, 

: 3 and ~o ve ! o r t he ad~1ss1 o n of Exhib i t No. 2, which 1s 

. . . .. 

. s 

. "' 
: . 

:i 0 

. ,. . d a~a req~est d a ted : o - :S - 9 7. 

1-' S. W!£ST Any o b J ec ti on to Ex h1b1ts l and 

tno se exn1b1ts have been admitted. 

have any witnesses : o ~ this o ne? 

Do you 

MR . CO :T : Mr Lee 1s a vailable f o r both 

MS . Wl ES7 ; J US t had a question, I guess, 

2 1 con c erning single party se rv ice because i n thia one i t 

:2 d o es say should ~ac1l1t1es not al low 1mme d 1ate singl e 

23 party serv ice, Sully Buttes ma y offe r multi- party 

2~ ~e rv1ce until the fa cil ities are restored o r insta ll ed 

2 5 t o allow f o r singl e party servi ce. Has chat occurre d 
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l in the past? 

2 A. Cur r ently Sully Buttes Telephone has no 

3 multi -line. The fact is al l single party service. I 

~ think Lhey added tha t l anguage such that if there were 

s a di~aster that they had t o respond to, they wanted to 

6 reserve the right to offer party lin~ under the 

7 emergency basis only. But they have for a number of 

8 years been all single par ty service. 

9 MS. WIEST : Any other questions? 

10 CHAIRMA N BURG: 1'11 move we gra nt a wa i ver 

11 on toll cc.t r ol f o r TC97·09 4 for one year . 

12 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDER: Well, I 'll 

1 4 concur. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MS. WIEST: 7C97-095. 

MR. C01T : We would move for the adm ission of 

ETC, Exhibit No. 1. d ated 6 -19 - 97, and admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 2, response to data request dated 

10-15-97. ! would point out that I believe that there 

m19ht be an issue with respect to sing le party service 

waiver in this case as well . 

MS . WIEST : Right. At this time are there 

any objections to Exhibit land 2 ? If not, they've 

2~ been admitted . Yes . And 1t would appear they would 

25 ~eed a wa iver. And my question for apparently they 



1 ha ve t hree mult i- pa r ty c ustome rs and they p l a n to 

2 i nstall s i ng l e part y s ervi c e during the 1 988 

3 construct i o n sea s o n . So I guess my question is 

4 0 

4 a pparen t l y they haven' t asked f o r a wa i ver. Ar e yo u 

S do1ng s o at th is t i ~? 

6 MR . CO IT : Yes , we wo u l d o n t he i r beha l f . 

7 And I t h in k Mr. Le e wou ld be able to res po n d to 

8 

9 

10 

q u e stions o n t ha t. 

MR . LEE : 

we d o need a wa i ver . 

I a ssume s o a nyway . 

Sure . But that wou ld be cor r ect. 

The same J une 1 date woul d be 

1 1 a ccept a b l e t o us. 

1 2 MS . WIEST : Ju ne 1 . o kay . 

1 3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we gra n t a wa i ver 

1, i n single pa rt y s e rv ice to June 1, 1998, i n TC97-09S. 

15 CO MM I SS I ONER NE LSON: l wou ld second t ha t. 

:6 COMM ISS]ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su r e, r ·11 

!7 concur. 

18 CHAI RMAN BURG: And I'll a l s o mov e t ha t we 

19 grant c waiver fo r t oll cont r ol on TC97-09S f o r one 

20 year . 

21 

22 

23 

COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: I ' d second it . 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WI EST : TC97-096. 

24 MR. C0!7: I mov e f o r the ad mi s s ion o f ETC 

2S requ e st, Ex h1b1t ~o :, da t ed 6- 1 9 - 9 7 , a nd mo ve f or the 



i admission of Exh i b it No. 2, response to data reques t 

2 dated 1 0-10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objecti o ns? If not , th ey've 

4 bee n adm itted. Any ques tions concern ing th is docket? 

s CHA IRMAN BURG: I' ll mo ve we g rant a wa iver 

6 on toll control i n TC97-09 6 for one year . 

7 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd s e cond it. 

8 

9 

10 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WI EST : TC97-097. 

MR. CO I T: We move f or the admission of 

11 Exhibi t No. l , ETC request, dated 6-19-97, and Exhibit 

12 No. 2, respo nse to d a ta reques t dated 10 - 10-97. 

13 MS . WIEST : Any obj e ctions ? If not, they've 

1 4 been admitted . Doe s anybody have a ny questions 

15 concerni ng this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: l 'll move we gr a n t a wa i ver 

17 f o r toll control i n TC97-097 for one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: ,'d second it . 18 

19 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST : TC97 -0 98 . 

21 MR . COIT: we move f or th· admission of ETC 

22 request dated 6• 19 • 97, whic h is marked Exhib1t No . l, 

23 and admission o f Exhibi t No. 2 , which i s the re s ponse 

2 4 to data r equ e st d a ted 10-14 - 97. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits 1 and 

,. 



1 2? If not, they' ve been a dmitted. Are there any 

2 questions concern~ng this docket? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

4 wa ive r for toll control 1n TC97-098 f or o ne year. 

S COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

6 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

7 

8 

MS. WI EST: TC97 -099. 

MR. COI T : We move f o r the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No. l, which 1s the ETC dated 6-19-97, and 

10 admission o! Ex hibit No. 2. which 1s the r esponse to 

11 datn request dated 10-9 97. 

l2 MS. WIES, . Any obJect1on? I! not, they've 

13 be~n admitted . l have the same question on this one. 

: 4 7n~ ques ti on 1s do we have single party se rvice, and 

: ·n~ ar.swer io yes? 

: ' MR . COI7. Mr . ~ee, are you here for Roberts 

:1 Cour. • y or not? 

:a 

: Cl 

2C 

2: 

22 

: h"' t.. 

~R LE£: :;o 

M? Cu :7 7hen we probably need to handle 

suppose cy tr.e a!f1dav1t. 

MS. w:EST . 

MR . L££ : 

Okay. 

Rich, are we talking abou t Ro berta 

23 Count y o r 

MR COl7 Robert .. Coun ty . 

25 MR. LE£: : kno w !rom another source oche ~ 
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1 than th is that as manager of the South Dakota 

2 Association of Te lephone Co-ops and the daily requests 

J we've had there Lhat t he y do. i n fa ct, pro v ide a ll 

4 sing l e party se rv ice throughout Roberts County Co-op, 

s if that will suffice ( o r y our in f o r ma tion here. 

6 MS. WIEST: l s ~ha t sufficient? 

7 

8 

MS. CREMER: Tha t's sufficien t. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

9 CHh IRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran ~ a wai ve r 

10 f o r toll con trol in TC9 7 -09 9 for o ne) ,ar. 

11 

12 

1 3 

CO MM ISSlONER NE LSON: I'd seco nd it. 

COMM lSSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WI EST: TC9 7 - 100 . 

1 4 MR. CO IT : We move for the a dmi ss ion of 

15 Exhibit No. 1 , wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-19 - 97, 

16 and admission o ! Exhibit No. 2 , respo nse to dat a 

17 request dated 10-9-97 . 

18 MS. W1£ST : Any o bJect ion? If not, they've 

19 been bdm1tted. Same questior. on this one . 

20 MR. LEE: 1 don't k now the answer. 

21 MR . COIT: There is •• Mr . Lee is not here 

22 represen ting RC Commun 1cat 1ons today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal with that with a late - filed e xhibit 

2~ i f that's o kay . 

25 MS. WI EST: Okay . 



1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ve r 

2 f o r toll control in TC97 - 100 f o r one year. 

3 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST : TC 97·10l. 

MR . COIT: We move ! ot the admiss1 o n o f 

7 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6 - 19-97, 

8 and Exh 1b1t No. :. response to staff data request dated 

9 10- 14 -97. 

10 MS . WIEST : Any obj ecti o n? If not, they've 

:1 been admitted . Any questions concerning this docket? 

12 CHAIRMA N BURG: I'l l move we grant waiver for 

!3 toll con trol 1n TC97· 1 0 1 f or one yea r . 

: 4 COMM ISS !ONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

: s COMMIS S : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur 

MS. W, ES7 : T C97·10 2 . 

:1 MR COl7: We move f o r the adm ission o f 

!8 Ex h1b1 t No . which 1s the ETC dated 6·19-97, and 

,4 Ex nlb:: No. -· wh1ch 1s a response t o data request 

2 0 dated 10·1 ~·97. 

2 l MS. WIEST : Any obJ e c tions ? If not, 1 and 2 

22 have bee n admitted . Any questi o ns concerning this 

23 docke t? 

2~ CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we gran t a wa iver 

2S ! o r tol l cont r ol 1n TC97·102 f o r one year. 



l 

2 

3 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 105. 

4 5 

~ MR. CO IT : We move for the admission o f ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6•19•97, and admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 2, response t o data request dated 10·14 - 97. 

7 MS. WlEST: Any o b j ection? I f n o t, Exhibits 

B : and 2 have been admjtced. Any questions concerning 

9 this d oc ke t? 

l O CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a wa iver 

11 f o r toll control in TC97 · 10 5 f o r o ne year . 

l2 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

13 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: ConcJr. 

H 

15 

MS. WIEST: TC97-108. 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admission of ETC 

:Ii request , Exhibit No. 1. dated 6·23·97, a nd the 

17 admission o f Exh 1bit No 2, respon . e t o sta ff data 

18 request da ted 10 -1 4 - 97. 

19 MS. WlEST : Any obJect1on? lf not, Exhibits 

20 t and 2 have be•n admitted. Same questio n . Can you, 

21 Mr . Lee, ans wer that one? rs that single party service 

22 available f or 

2l MR. COIT: For Faith. 

2 4 MR . LEE: r do not represent them, I'm s cr ry . 

25 MR. COIT: We would request permission co 



l provide that via a!!1davit. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MS WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' 11 move we grant a wa1v~r 

f or t o ll cont r ol 1n TC97 -108 f or o~e year . 

C0MM1S Sl0S£q NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·ll3. 

MR . co : T: we cov~ f o r the adci•s1on of 

9 Exh1b1t No. l, ETC request dated 6-25-97, and Exhibit 

10 No 2, respo nse to data request• dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS. WIF ST : Any Ob)eCt l O:'l ? I! n o t. they've 

12 been admitted. r have the sa e questi o n on this o ne. 

: 3 MR. COTT: Th1s 1• Arc,iour Bi ll Ha ugen c an 

l , 1 1.-!'pond :: o your q uest10:1 . 

: 7 

: 8 

: 9 

::'!O 

2 l 

V. R HA UG EN : Yea, : c an an • we r that. 

DILL HAUGEN , J R ., 

c ,: l ed s a witness, being !1rst duly s wo rn, 

wa r exa - 1ned and tes t\! 1ed as ! o !lo ws , 

EXAl'l;,SATJON 

XR HAUGEN Good afternoon. 

MS WIES T : And l wou ld Just li ke to ask you 

i: yo~ c~r r•nt l y prov:d e s:ngle party service to a ll of 

23 your customers :n your area 

~ . . .. MR HA UO EN : Single party service 1s 

25 ava1lable to all o : ou r cuscocers 1n Armour Independent 



l Telep hone Company se r vi c e a rea . 

2 late seventie• . 

.. 7 

rt h a s been since the 

3 MS. WIEST : Are the r e any o the r s questi ons o f 

4 this witness? Tha nk you. 

5 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a wa 1v~ r 

6 f o r Loll control 1n TC97 · ll3 fo r one ye a r . 

7 CO MM ISSIO~ ER NELSON: I' d , econd. 

8 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97· 114 . 9 

1 0 MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the admission o f ETC 

11 request of the Br idgewater -Ca nist o ta Telepho ne Company, 

12 wh ich 18 dated 6·25 -97, tha t's Ex h i b1t No. 1 . And also 

13 move f o r the admiss ion o ! Exhibit No . 2 , which i s 

14 response t o d~ta requests o f s t aff d a t ed 10·9·97 . And 

15 Mr . Haugen 18 here a s well t o respond to any quest ions 

16 in cnis doc ke t. 

17 

l 8 

!9 

20 

MS WI EST : First o f all, any ob j ection 

Exhibits 1 and 2? t ! no t, they've been admitt ed . 

: wo uld a s k the s ame quest1on . 

MR . HAUGEN: Single party servi c e 1s 

21 available to a ll the c ust o mers in the 

22 Br1dgewater -Cantstot a Exchange• . 

·.o 

And 

23 MS . w:EST : Thank you. Any other questions 

2 4 o f this wicne••? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gra n t a waiver 



1 

2 

3 

5 

for toll control in TC97 - 114 for o ne year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97•ll5. 

MR. COIT : We would move the admission o f 

6 Exhibi t No. 1, the ETC request of Union Telephone 

7 Company . dated 6·25·97, and Exhibi t No. 2, response to 

8 data r equest which is da t ed 10·9·97. 

9 

:o 

MS. WIEST: Any objecti on? I f not , Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

ll q uestion i n this d oc ke t. 

12 MR. HAUGEN: S!ngle party service is 

ll available to all the cus tomers i n the Union Telephone 

1 4 Company service area. Hart.ford and Wa ll La ke Exchanges , 

:s agatn. ~as been s1oce la te seventies. 

MS . WIEST: 

17 o ~ th!s wi tness ? 

Thank you. Any other quest ions 

18 

19 

2 0 

2) 

22 

23 

CH,\l RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll rest rt c~ion 1n TC97·ll5 f or o ne year. 

COMM1SS : ONER NELSON: l' d second it. 

CO MM !SSlONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS W:EST: Thank you. TCS.7-117. 

MR . CO!T: We move for the a dmiss1 o n c ! 

Ex h: 1t No. l, E':'C request dated 6-30·97 , and Ex h ibi t 

25 No. 2. respo nse co data request d a ted 10·1 ~ · 97. 



l MS. WIEST: Any o b jec t ion? If not, Exhibits 

2 land 2 have been admitted. An y quest ions conce r ning 

3 th is docket? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

s for toll Gontrol in TC97- ll7 f or one year. 

6 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: TC97-121. 

MR. CO IT: We mov e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Ka doka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the ad m1ssion of Ex hibit No. 2. response co d ata 

12 requests dated 10 - 28 -9 7. 

13 MS. WIEST: An y objections co Ex h1bits land 

14 2? If not, they 've bee.n admitted. Any questions 

15 concerning this doc ket ? 

16 CHA!RMAN BORG: I'll move we gra nt a waiver 

17 f or coll control 1n TC97-121 for onp y e a r. 

18 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' ll second it. 

19 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

20 MS. W!EST : TC97-l25 . 

21 MR. COIT: We·d move f or the admissi on of ETC 

22 request, Exhibit No. l, dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No . 

23 2, response to data r equest o f sta f f, which is dated 

24 10-29-97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any obJection to Exh ibits 1 and 



so 
1 2? If not, they 've been admitced. Any questi ons 

2 concern ing this doc ket ? 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control in TC97 - 12S f o r o ne year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I 'd second i t . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFEL DER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 1 30. 

MR. COI T : We wo uld move for the admission of 

9 Ex hibit No. 1, the E TC reques t dated 7 - 10 - 97, and 

10 Ex hibit No. 2. the response to d a ta reques t d at ed 

11 l O· H - 97 . 

12 

l 3 

MS. WIEST: Any obj ection t o Exhibits land 

2 ? If not, t he y've bee n admitted. Any quest ions 

1 ~ con c erning ~his docket? 

: s 

1 6 

! 7 

19 

20 

., . -· 

CHAIRMAN SURC : I'll move we g rant a waive r 

f o r c o ll contro l 1n TC97-130 for one year. 

CO MM lSS! ONER NE LSON: I would second it. 

COMMrs s : ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 13l . 

MR . CO IT : We wo uld move the admission of ETC 

request Ex hibit i-o. l , wh1.:h 1s dated 7 - 10 - 97, and 

2 2 Exh1b1t No. 2, respo nse co data request d a t ed 1 0·1 4 ·97. 

2 3 MS. WIEST: Any o b J e ction t o Exh i bits 1 and 

2 ? I f no t. they've been admi tted. An y q uestions 

2 S con c erning this docket? 



Sl 

1 CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for toll control in TC97 - lll for one year . 

3 COMMISS!ONER NELSON: r'd second lt . 

4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur. 

S MS , WI6ST: TC~7- 1S~ . 

6 MR. COIT : We would move into th, r e cord 

7 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request, d a ted 9-10-97, and also 

8 Ex hibit No. 2, the response to data request dated 

9 10 - 16·97. 

10 MS. WIEST : Any objection to Exhibit land 

11 2? If not, they have been admitted. Le t 's see, on 

12 this one th1s was one o f a couple t hat no time period 

13 wa s requested f or the waiver . I a ssume you st1ll wa nt 

1 4 the o ne year ? 

15 MR. CO IT : Mr . Bar (1eld i s here. He could 

16 respond. 

17 River . 

18 

He's Mr . Bob Barfield, manager f or West 

MS . WIEST : The y request a wa iver but this is 

19 o ne o f the !ew o nes that didn't a sk for one year, as 

2 0 far as I can see , or any time pe r iod. Sor was 

21 wo ndering i f the re was any different t ime period that 

2 2 was being requested . 

23 BOB BARFIELD, 

2 4 

25 

called as a witness, be ing f irst duly s wo rn , 

was examined and testified as fo llows: 

I 



S2 

1 EXAMINATION 

2 MR . BARFIELD : In respo nse t o y ou r quest ion. 

3 since the vendor d oes not h ave a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at th is time t o provid e this, that's the reas o n 

S we didn't ask f o r a certain time peri od on t h e wai ve r . 

6 MS. WIEST. But we wil~ need a time period. 

7 MR. CO IT : Woul d you be willing to accept the 

8 one - year time peri o d that is being granted to o ther 

9 compan i es? 

10 

: l 

:2 

13 

1 S 

1 6 

l 7 

! 8 

1 9 

MR. BARFIE LD: We sure woul d . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And I l hi nk the thought 

behind 1t 1s 1 f the re still isn't any solution, t he n it 

'"'ould be renewed or we ' d request . Wi th that, I'll move 

lhat we grant a waiver for t oll control i n TC97·1S 4 f o r 

on e rear. 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I woul d second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS WIEST : ~et's go to TC97 -1SS. 

MR COIT : We woul d request a d miss i on o( 

2 0 Exh1b1t No. l , which 1s the ETC request o f Mo bridge 

21 Te lecommu ni c at ions. which 1s dated 9·10 - 97, and also 

22 Ex h1b1t No. 2. which ts the r esponse ~o d ata request 

23 dated 10-16-97. 

MS. WIES7 · Any object ion? If not, Exhibits 

2S l and 2 have been admitt ed . And J would have the same 
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question wi th respect to the length o( the waiver. 

MR . BARFlELD: And the response would be the 

same. We wo uld ask for a year on the wa i ver . 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions? 

CHAIRMAN 8URG: Wi~h that I'll move that we 

grant a wa i ver on toll control in TC97 - 1 55 f o r one 

year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: l 'd second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 con c ur. 

10 MS. WI EST: Thank you. Let's skip to 

11 TC97-167. 

12 MR. CO IT : I wou ld j ust note that Three River 

13 Telco is no t an SDI TC me~ber company, so I'm not really 

14 here today to represent Th ree River Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST : Nolody is he:_? 

16 CHA:RMAN BURG: Do we have a ny questions o n 

l7 I t, o r do we have t o have representatio n ? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST: Some b ody needs to move it i n . 

MR . COIT: Well. lf you're looking !or a 

20 body. I guess l c an serve as t he body . 

21 MS. CREMER : Otherwi se, l c a n move t o admit 

22 the c wo e xhibi ts , Number 1, 10 -10-97, the request f or 

23 :!TC, and 11 -7-97 , the amended -- oh , I'm s o rry, tha ts 

24 US west . Let me cry that aga i n. 10- 1 6 of ' 97 i s the 

2S request and 11 -13-97 is the amended request, and r 



5 4 

1 would ask chat they be admitted in. 

2 MS . WIEST : Any o b jection'> If not, they've 

l been admitted . Are t hete any quest ions concerning this 

4 d oc<et ? l would no te that their appl i cation doe s 

5 r equest a waiver ( o r o ne peri o d f or coll contro l . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG· The re isn't a question o n the 

7 single pa r ty llne, cho ugh. 1s there ? 

a 

9 

MS . WI EST : No. 

CHAI RMA N BURG : I'll move we grant a wa1 ve r 

10 f o r t ol l contro l in TC97 · 167 for one year. 

1 1 

l 2 

1 l 

COMMISSI ONER NE LSON: I'd second. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIES7 : At this time did you wa ne to go 

:4 r o U S West, or i s Ha r lan going to speak c o thes e 

: ( 

. ' 

: 6 

~o 

i l 

23 

~ v D. 

MS . CREMER : We'l l f in i sh u p th~se first . 

MS. W!ES7 : Okay . 

, STAFF' S EXH!B 17 NO. l WAS MA RKED FOR 

: DE1'Tl F : CATI 0 N I 

HARLAN BEST, 

c a l :ea as a wi tness. being fir 1t du l y s worn , 

wa s exa mined and testi ! 1ed as f ol l o ws: 

r 1RECT EXAM INATI ON 

~:R . HOSECK: 

Woul d you state your name f o r the re cord. 
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l p lease. 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

_J 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

O. And what is y o ur job? 

A. I am deputy director o f f1x'd ut ili ties for 

the Publie Utilities Commiss ion, South Dako ta . 

o. And have you been present in t h e hearing room 

t his a fternoon f or the hearing on these app licat ions? 

A . Yes . 

o. A~1 have yo u had the o ppo rtunity t o rev iew 

the c apti on in the notice o f this hearing which lists 

the c ases which are before the Commission o n this date? 

A. 

o. 
Yes. 

And are you f oniliar with the appl ications i n 

l ~ each o f these c a ses? 

15 

: 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

As a pa rt o f you r job, have you rev i ewed 

those app l1cat 1ons? 

A . Yes. I have . 

O. You have befo re y ou an exhibit numbered 

Staff's No. l; is tha tt co rre c t ? 

A. Yes . 

O. And is that an exhibit that y ou p r epared i n 

23 the course o[ your duties? 

24 A . Yes. it is. 

25 Q. Just briefly explain t o the C~mmissio n, 

,• 
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please. what that exhibit entails . 

A. What l have done o n th i s exhib i t is across 

the top 1s listed e a~h o f the compan ies request i ng 

el1glb le teleco~mun1cat1ons c arrier st a tus, the 

associated doc ke t number. and the staff counsel t ha t is 

assigned t o the respec t ive d ockets . Down the side, the 

le ft - h and side, 1s the requirements that are set f orth 

8 f o r ETC status. ?opul ated within the columns is the 

9 respo nses tha t the respective companies gave wi th i n 

: o the1r e x hibit s 1 a nd Exhibi t 2 t ha t have be en admitted 

11 1nco the reco rd . 

12 And are the re any c hanges or corrections to 

cn1s e x h1b1t cha t you woul d l1ke to ma ke at this time? 

A. One that I am aware o f is under Vivian 

:5 T~lephone , Docket TC97-068. under the Li f eline and Link 

:6 u ; it shows that i t will b e ava ilable 1-1-97. rt 

:1 should be 1-1·98. I'm noc a ware of any ot her 

1S cor~ec ions 

MR. HOSECK: Okay. At th is point i n time I 

~O would move Sta ~!· s Exhibit No. l into ev i dence. Thi s 

21 1s .ntended a s te stimon y for all o f the dockets en ma ss 

22 w1Lh che e xcepc1on o! Us West . 

COMM ISS IONER SCHOENFELDER : US Wes t is on 

? ~ here though. 

25 MR. HOS ECK: That wou ld be handled l a ter. 
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MS. WlEST: Ts there any obj ection? 

MR. COIT: My comme nt would b e that I Just 

recei ved this so I haven·t had an opportuni ty to go 

through to make sure th is 1s all accurate . I guess I 

can t ake Mr . Best•s wo rd that ic is a ccu rate and I'll 

have t o d o that, I guess. 

have any comment. 

Other than that. I don't 

MS. WIEST : 

9 look i t over? 

Do you want an opportuni ty to 

10 

11 

12 

MR . COlT : Well. it might tak e me a while, so 

r don•t have any obJection . 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Then Staff Exhibit No . l 

1 3 will be admitted int o all o f the dockets that we have 

14 gone th roug h so far 

l ~ MR HOSP.CK: Okay . Thank you. 

o . Baaed on ct e rev iew o . theee d ockets tha: yo u 

17 have done a nd re!y1n9 to whutever extent you may on 

18 Sta!!·s Exn ib!t No. :, did the applicant compan1ea meet 

19 the requirem,nts c! becoming an el i gible 

20 telecommunica tions c arr ier• 

21 A . Yea, they h ~ve. with the no ted late·f iled 

22 affidavits that will be done in a number o f the 

:?3 oockets. 

2 4 o. And w1th regard to advert ising service, 

2S ~xc hange - wide, d o you ha ve a recommendation to th~ 
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t Commission for a provision to be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out o f these proce edings? 

) A . Yes. Staff's recommendation for advertising 

4 would be t hat the £TC carrier be required to advertise 

s ~t least once each year; and 1! the y have any rate 

6 change, that that rate change b e a dvertised when it 

7 does change . 

8 And 1n conclus!on. d o you hav e an opinion as 

9 to whether o ~ not tne appli c ants contained on Exhibit 

10 l, with the exc~pt1on o f US West which has not had its 

:1 c ase heard yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl!cants ~ eet the qua!1f1cat1ono a s an eligible 

13 t~leco~~.n1cat1ons c arrier? 

' , . .. ' " . W1th sta!f •s review tha t has been undertaken, 

lS yes, they do ~eet the reGUtrements for ETC status. 

16 MR HOSECK: l have no fur her questions o f 

!7 th is witness. 

18 MS . WIEST Are there any questions o f this 

19 I witness? Mr. Coit? 

20 CROSS - EXAMINATI ON 

21 BY MR. COIT: 

n o. t assume when you t a lked abou• advertising 

rate changes that you're re!erenc1ng t~e rates )USt for 

24 the essential se rv 1ces that are supported by uni versal 

2S se :v1ce? 
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A . Yes. 

MR . COIT: No further qu es ti ons. 

MS. WI EST: Ms. Rogers? 

MS. ROGERS: No, n o q uestions. 

MS. WIEST : Mr. Hea oton? 

MR. HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The onl y question I 'd have is 

8 there any· · is adve rt i s ing identif i ed in any way ? ts 

9 ~here any criteria for what adve rti sing means in the 

10 conte x t o f this ? Is the methods in the F~C Order as 

11 wel l? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o rry, wh a t was t h e 

13 questio n? 

14 CHATRMAN BURG : The quest ion I had f or Harlan 

15 o r anybo dy e lse 1s, is the re a mean ing, is there a 

16 description, definition for a ~vertising, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . Wl EST : Under the statute itsel f 

19 2 H le) I ll (Bl they must advertise the availability o f 

20 such servi c es and if you ' re referring t o the serv1 ce s 

2l that are suppo r ted by federa l univers a l service and the 

22 c harges therefore using med ia o f gene r al distribut ion. 

23 

2 4 me. 

25 

CHA IRMAN BURG : Okay . I think that satisfies 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON : Does that mean f o r 



1 L1fel1ne and Lin k Up, they have to advertise this 

2 onc e ? 

MS . WIEST : That would be under staff's 

recommendation . I h elieve. 

A. 

60 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Yes, once e a ch year. 

COMMI SSJO~ER NELSON: Well, frankly, l don' t 

7 think it 's adequate . 

8 COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are you doi ng 

9 that? Are you -· t o f ollow u p ·· excus e me, to follo w 

10 up on Commissioner Nels o n•s question, are y ou 

11 recommend ing that they adverti se o nce ea c h year a fter? 

12 I believe our o rde r said that you ha v e to send an 

13 a ppl1ca t 1on t o everyo ne o nce i n i t i ally and then t o 

14 every new cuo t omer . You' re request i ng this 

:s adverttRement o ! ~1fe t 1ne, Li nk Up in add i ti on to , 

' . . " 
!7 

wo~ld that be accu ra ~e o r not? 

A. Rtght. Th e t 1fel1ne, Link Up unde r TC97·150 , 

;e wh:ch was iss~ed yesterday, states tha t it shall be .. 

l9 a ~o r m shall be. o: a lette r shall be sent to present 

~ C c~stomers, a nd then ~h:s would be an a dvertisement o f 

21 1t. They'd have t o do advertisement of this f o r a t 

22 :ease o nce e a ch year. 

23 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFE LDE R: Okay . Than k you . 

COMM: SSlO~ER NE LSON: So 1s the a nswer to 

25 Las ka 's quest i o n s 1t' s in addit1on to? 
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l A. Yes. They woul d do it o r i gina lly, and o nce a 

2 year after. 

3 MS. WIEST: How would they advert i s e? 

~ Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

A. 

Where would they a dvertise? 

~s . WIEST: Yes. 

Whatever general distribution lt meets 

8 ac:ording. r assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types o f publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type of 

11 genera l distr1buc1on media once a yea r? 

12 Whateve r 1s available withi n tne 1r given 

13 exchanges that they serve. 

1 4 MS. WIEST: And it would only be for those 

15 services supported right now by federal universal 

16 service? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: And every time the y changed a 

17 

18 

19 rate f o r one of those services, then that would have to 

20 be re-advertised at that time? 

21 

22 

23 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 

this witness? If not, 

Are there an y other questio ns of 

tha nk you. Actually, I d o . 

2 4 Could you r etake the st a nd , Harlan ? I guess we have a 

25 question for you. Could you look at you r exhibit f or 
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1 Vent ure Commun1cat1ons, TC97·095? 

A Yes . 

MS. WIE ST: Does lhe answer to numbe r f our, 

2 

) 

4 single party service, we did grant them a waiver 

s because c urrently they do not have single party service 

6 apparent ly t o three customers? 

7 A . Yes. 

8 MS. WIEST: So would that be inco rrect there, 

9 your question there ? 

:o 

l l 

. " . :t woul d be a clar1ficat .on there to 1t, yes . 

MS . WIE ST: Ok ay . Thank you. Do yo u have 

12 anything fur t her, Mr . Hoseck? 

MR HOS ECK: Sta ff has nothing fur ther. 

l4 Thank yo u . 

MS. W:EST: Do you wa nt to take a short break 

:: 1unul we 
go to us l\est ? 

MR C0 :7 When does ~he Comm1ss:on ·• are 

:~ you 001ng LO wait unt il the end to rule on all o f these 

:s w·th respect to the a ctL~l ETC des1gna t1on? 

20 MS. W!ES7: ,hat's why we're ta king a short 

2: break 

22 ( AT THIS 7!ME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN. ) 

2) MS. Wl ES7: Let's get started again . And we 

2.; l w1 ll go t o TC97·163. 

2S MR. HEAS70 N: And I wo uld move admission o f 



63 

1 Exhibit l , wh ic h is the request, and Exh i bit 2 , which 

2 is the amended request, and Ex hib i t 3, whi ch is the 

3 service territo ry map. Tha t 's Exh ibit 1, 2 and 3 

4 respectively in the d ocket. 

s MS . WIEST : Any o b j ect ion to Ex! lbit s l, 2 

6 and 3? Do y ou have a copy o f these ·vice territory 

7 map ? Are there any obj e ctions t o Ex h ibits 1 , 2 and 3? 

8 If not, t hey'v e been admi tted . You may pro~eed, 

9 Mr. Heaston. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

MR . HEASTON: We woul d also join 1 n the 

mot ion o n t ne toll control. The reaso n we d i d not seek 

a wa iver in the initi a l application ls because as I 

read Pa r ag raph 388 o f the Order in the DA 97-157 

indicated tha t toll bloc k i n g wo uld be nu ff icient in the 

meantime and 1t was dependent upon when y ou upgTaded 

s witches . And so we do not feel we ne ed a waiver of 

17 toll control, bu t the common wi sdom seems c o be there 

18 needs to be a waiver, so we wil l f o ll o w the herd here 

19 and r equest the toll con trol waiver a lso. 

20 And we are a lso one o f the part i es to the 

21 request o f the FCC t o r econside r the toll limita tion, 

22 ha t this includes both ~oll blocking and toJl 

23 control. And t guess we would a lso point out t hat wi th 

2 4 

25 

the impl ement a tion of number portability that 1s go 1ng 

to impa ct toll cont r ol somewhat sign1 f1 c an tly. And 8 0 
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l wh1le we agree with Bob Barfield i n his observation 

2 that since we d o n·c kno w when it 's going to happen, 

3 that's why we wouldn't want a time limit on it, but we 

4 are willing to accept the one year with the 

5 understand1ng that if there 1s not the ability to 

6 implement it o r if the ability is too expens i ve to 

7 implement, that we would be able to come back to this 

B Commission and seek further wa iver of that, of 

9 implementing toll control with part of the essential 

10 telecommunicat ions car r 1er obligation. 

l 1 

12 

1) 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAI RMAN BURG : Did we admit the exhibi ts? 

MS . WIEST: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move that we waive toll 

1 5 c o ntrol for TC 97·163 for o ne yea r . 

16 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Well, I'm going t o 

17 seco nd it, but I heard an expansion o f wha t we've been 

18 wa 1v1ng in the past from giving them o ne year with the 

19 idea we're going to rene w it. And the reason I was 

20 willing to grant it ts be=ause technol o gy ts not ou t 

21 the re . !'lo w, the Ac~ requires that it be there and it 

22 didn't say anyt hing about how much it cost. So I 

23 

., . -~ 
:? s 

didn't hear a nyt h1n~ abou t one of the reasons we were 

waiving lt 1n the past was becau ~e that 1t might be 

cost proh1b1 t:ve as muc h as b e c ause technology wasn't 



6S 

l there. I can understand why technol o gy wasn't there, 

2 but I didn't ·· t wa s n' t 1n Cong ress when they voted 

3 that was part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON : It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's the !1rst th1n9. It's an FCC·· 

6 CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: It's a rule . 

7 MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC d i ctate. 

8 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: But it has the same 

9 we ight as the rules and statute unless i t 's changed in 

10 cou rt; right ? 

11 MP . HEASTON : That's true. Bu t unless t he 

12 FCC changes. as we've urged them to do. 

13 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Right. So I'm 

14 seconding your motion with the understanding it's 

1S exactly as we had stat • d it originally; is that 

16 corre c t ? 

17 

18 year. 

1~ 

CHAIRMAN BUR~: I mean the motion was for o ne 

COMMISS IONER SCHOENFELDER: t believe the 

20 motion wa s !or one year. a waiver f or one year. and 

21 didn't kno w that the mot1on had anyth i ng more than 

22 th6t, th an J USt a waiver from toll control for one 

2 3 yea ~. 

24 

2S 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Then I'll concu •. 
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1 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I' m saying, though, 

2 i sl voted f o r it a n d there wi ll be a record that I 

3 voted for it; a nd the reason I voted for it was the 

4 technology wasn 't ava ilab le. And that's a lot 

s d 1 ! ferent 1n my mind than it's cost prohibit ive. 

6 

7 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I ch i nk 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

8 be a n i ssue i n my mind that: y ou could debate. I d o n't 

9 want a re cord th3t I 'm supporting something for a 

10 diffe r ent reason than I d id . 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a comment that I 'd make 

12 on 1t, I guess . If there isn't a techno l og y , I really 

13 hate Lo see a ll SO o r 75 fi lings just fo r an 

. . _., e x tension. It there 1s some wa y we could ce r ti f y ther e 

1s no technology a nd extend it as we come up towa rds 

li that year, I'd we lcome that solution rather than go 

:7 through this wi th this many of them. I. personally, i n 

: 8 my o wn mind, cannot see a solut i o n when we're going t o 

: 9 nave mult1ple compani es 1 n numbe r portabil1ty. It 

zo boggles my mi nd t o see h o w that's e ven going to happen 

z: that you cou ld end up w ith an y k i nd of t o l l 

1 % m: tcl t l O !l. So I'm guessing when we rome up to the 

Zl year. we're st1l! noL 901n9 t o h a v e a solution , and I'm 

not look ing toward to requiring all o f you-· I mean 

ZS tha t's the name o ! a bureauc rat to file chat many 
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2 consolida te it a t that time, I would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That's all I have. 

6 7 

4 MR. HEASTON: l have Mr. Lehner available 

s here, a nd we d o have a couple questions co ask h1m. 

6 JON LIBNIR , 

7 c a lled as a wi tness, being firs t du l y s wo rn, 

was examined and testi f iftd as f ollows : 

DIRECT EXAMlNAT!QN 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

BY MR. HEASTON: 

Q. Mr. Lehner, 1n ou r app li c ati o n we described 

12 the issue o ! elimi nat i ng multi-party services and going 

13 t o single party s ervic e t hroughout US Wes t service 

1 4 areas. Ca n yo u updat e the Commission o n the status of 

lS tha t consistent wit h what we• v e a l ready p ut in the 

1 6 application ? 

17 A . Yes As o f Octobe r 31 o f this year the 

1 8 number of multi - pa r ty o r t wo- and f ou r - party customers 

19 1n US West's territory 1a 61 2. 612. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG : What wa s the date o n that, 

21 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

o. 

As o f 10·31·97 . 

And what can y ou tel l the Commission about 

24 ou r continuing effort t o elimina te the multi - party 

25 s erv ice? 
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l A . The pla n ri g ht now 1s to e limina t e all o f 

2 tho se 612 e xc ept t o r 5 2 o ! the m. And the ti me f rame 

3 f o r t h a t will b e b~ the end o f the second qua r t e r , 

4 wh i c h I suppo se we cou l d pu t f o r a d a te o f 6- 30 o f 

5 '98 so a !l but 52 o ! those w1ll be compl e t ed by 6·30 

6 o ! '98. 

7 

8 

9 

' " . 
upgrades 

An d wh t abou t t he r emaining 52 ? 

7 h e r em a 1n 1ng 5 2 a re e x treme ly h1g h cos t 

And u nt il o t her tec hno l o gy o r other mea ns 

:~ OP CO~e a va1 . a b! e , : h ere are no p la n s r i gh t n o w . We 

11 have no p l a ns to o ve a h ead wi th thos e 5 2 . 

1 2 With tha t we still bel i eve tha t i t is 

tl a p prop r 1 a t e ! o r us t o·· we st i ll beli e v e the wa i ver i i 

: 4 ppr~ p r 1 a ;e 1n this case, 1 s tha t co rre c t ? 

: s 7 h l t is cor :-ect.. 

MR HEASTON: That ' s a ll t h e q ues ti ons I 

!7 have . 

:a MS .: : £57 Ms. Cremer ? 

: . CROSS EXAM ;NAT! QN 

: ~ SY MS CREME? 

Mr Lehner, where a r e tho se 5 2 loca t e d ? Are 

:2 they sp r e ad Lt, r oughouc, o r re t hey 1n a speci f ic area. 

A : cou!d r e a d th em o ff f o r y ou. The r,e ' s a b o u t 

::: s d o zen " Xcha nges 0 :- I coul d 91ve y o u a l a te - ! 1 led 
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exhibit. Let me just read them off. Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fourche, si x ; De Smet, four; Huron, three: 

Lake Preston, o ne. 

COMM lSSlONER NELSON: Do you want t o start 

5 o ver ? 

6 

7 

A. Arlington, four; Belle Fourche, s i x ; De Smet , 

f o ur; Hu r on, three; Lake Preston. one; Madiso n, t wo; 

B Milbank, f our; Pierre , t wo ; Redfield, t wo , Sisseton, 

9 s i x ; Spearfish, t wo; Vo lga, five; Wa ter town, t.e n; 

10 Ya n k to n. one . 

1 1 o. Is there a part i cular reaso n ? I s i t li k e 

~2 An a conda l 1ne o r s o mething? 

13 A. r t· s a comb i n a t i on o f many factors, but you 

1 ~ mean as far as t he 5 2 are conce rned? 

15 

t 6 

!7 

18 

Q . Yes. 

A . l t ' H a combinati o n of ma ny !acto rs . We're 

t a l k i ng a b o ut f e eder d i stribut i on, we ' re talk ing about 

1n s ome case s a PAIR CAI N sys t ems like Ana conda that 

19 wo~ld need t o be rep l a c ed . 

20 MS. CREMER : Okay . Tha t's a ll he questi o ns 

21 

22 

h av e . 

CHAlRMAN BURC : Have yo u investigated any 

23 other techni c a l s ol ut ions other than c o a s i ngle pa r ty 

2~ ot her than line e x tensio n? 

25 A. You mean in o r de r to pro v i de a single pa rty 
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1 service to these custome r s? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Yes . . 2 

3 

-4 

A . Yes . I th1nk the a nswe r 1s we are const a ntl y 

l ook ing !or a c heaper way t o d o th i s be c ause _n some 

5 c ases. Commiss1 ooer , we're talking about over $100,000 

6 t o u p g rade a single cu s tomer , and it JUSt doesn't ma ke 

7 sense t o do that . And the a nswer woul d seem t o lie 

B pro bably 1 n some ! orm o f wireless, but so far the 

9 wireless technologies, wh ether then satellit e o r fi xed 

1 0 wire l ess, are still p r e tty e xpens ive . ! see that as 

the ulc1ma te solution, though, to s ome of these . 

12 CHA lRMAN BURG : I 'm going t o move to grant 

ll the waiver . 

MS WIEST : Just a second . Do the 

1~ Comm 1as1 oners have ,ny other questions? As o pposed to 

1£ the other o nes, r·m going t o have to ask you some 

17 quesL1ons t o ver:!y things that were in the appl1 ca tlon 

l t wa an • t 

19 signed b) , witness w:th an aff idavit, 38 a ll the 

:::c o the r s w';!re So bear with me f o r a second. 

2 : A . : · ve neve r :r~s ced h:s s1gnature either. 

2 MS w: ES7 · F i rst o ne. does Us Wes t provide 

vo:c• qrade access :o the publ i c s wi tched net wo rk to 

25 A . Yes . 
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l 

2 

3 

A. 

MS. WlEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST : Do you provide dual tone 

4 multi-frequency signalling or its functional 

5 equivalent? 

6 A . Yes. 

7 MS. WIEST: Do you provide a ccess to your 

e emergency services? 

9 A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST : Do you provide access to operator 

services? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST : Do yo u provide access to 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

lntere x change service? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: And do you provide access to 

17 director y ass is tance ? 

18 A. Yes . 

19 MS. WfEST: And you 've a lread y talked about 

20 toll control a nd the waiver. Do you provide or are you 

21 able to pro vide toll blocking? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 MS. WIEST : Then getting back to your request 

2 4 for the wa iver on single party service, I know in your 

25 appl ica tion y ou talked about the ones that you have no 

,, 
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l pl a ns, you k now, o f providing s e r vice d ue to the cost 

2 and e verything. My problem. I gu-'!ss. is that l don't 

3 see that there 1s a ny de minimus e xception within t he 

~ FCC ru l es with respect to si ngle pa r ty se r vice . Ha ve 

5 you been granted any of this type o f de minimus 

6 exception co that requ irement, d o y o u k n o w. 1n a ny o f 

7 the ot her states? 

8 

9 

A. I am no t a ware . 

MS . WIEST : And wha t I'm getting a t is that 

10 it appears, a cco rd ing to the FCC ru l es and I'm 

11 look ing at 4 7 54 . l Ol(cl . tha t in o rder t o g r ant a ny 

12 add !t1onal time to complete net wo r k upgrades fo r sing l e 

13 part y o r enhanc ed 91 1 o r toll l1mitation, that the 

1 4 Commiss1on d oes 1n fact h a ve t o set a t ime period f o r 

:s you to comp lete those net wo rk upgrade s. Is yo u r 

: 6 content.on tha t we d o no t? 

A. I would not ma ke that conten t ion . I• m going 

18 to lee my a ttorney argue wi th you about that. 

l9 MS. w:e:sT : Well. t hen, do have a couple 

20 othe r questtons. My othe r quest1o n 1s on servi c e 

2! area. And 1t :s a lso a requi r ement o f the stac u 

:2 Commissi o n to a es1gnace s e r vice areas as o pposed co 

2 3 study areas ! o r nonrural telecommunications companies. 

2{ F:rst o f a ll. yo u woul d ag r ee that y o u are a non r ural 

25 telecommunica tJons company ? 
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13 
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A. Yes. 

MS. WlEST: And in the FCC's p ublic notice 

96- 4 5 i ssued 9-29 - 97, it does st a te that we must send 

to USAC the names of the ETC's and the designated 

service are~s f o r nonru r al carr iers n o later than 

December 31st, 1 9 97 . And l k now y ou made some 

re f erence to t he s e t hings in your applica tion, but I 

don't think you really told us what y ou want your 

serv1ce area t o be . Because t he FCC has told us tha t 

we better not adopt yo ur study area as your service 

area f or l arge l~EC's . Do you have serv i ce areas for 

y ou r c o mpany that yo u want the Commies!on to a d o pt at 

this time ? 

A. Well. l suppose tha t -- a nd, Bi ll. J ump i n 

l 5 here. I guess , to help me with this. But I suppose 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

that our service area ought to be ou r exchanges in t he 

state of South Dakot a . No w, th e st udy area 10 a 

dtf!~rent issue and that has no t been determined yet . 

But I would thin k that ou r service area would be ou r 

e x changes that we se r 'le in the stat e of Sou t h Dako ta . 

MR. HEASTON : If I may from a legal 

standpoint , there is no definition yet; and c ert a inly 

23 our se rv ice are a wou ld be tho se areas within wh ich we 

24 are authorized t o pro vide the supported services . 

25 MS. WIEST : Right. And tha t's my quest ion . 
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MR . HEASTON: From a general perspective, I 

guess. if that·s what y ou 're looking ! or 1e wha t you 

would designate t o the FCC would not be anything 

outa:de the area where we're authorized or c ertified t o 

pro vtde service. When it comes to where the areas a re 

g ing to be that would be where the services would be 

supported by a universal service f und, whether it's 

high cost o r low income or librar ies o r whatever it 

happens to be, you kno w, that's an area that's 

currently under debate depending upon which prox y cost 

model 1s 90109 to be accepted. And so that's why we 

12 are so=ewhat vague o n that term because what th1s 

l3 Commi ston has no: d o ne and nor has the FCC come out 

l 4 w:•h any :1nal aeci s1 on as to what model 1t is goi ng to 

. 5 acr .. pt. S.,: think 1! we're required to ta ke a look at 

l6 a ·serv: c e area,· : would d o it ~rom the standpoint of 

·.., w:lat Jon - to co~pl y with the l aw . [f that• s what 

18 we re !ookirg ~o r , t o comply with the FCC requirement. 

:Q : ·h1n< that·o what we woul d look at is an area, 

.. . 

., ., 

.. 
25 

:h ~~h. no !arqer than an e x change area , wh i ch we wou ld 

eq~a:e to a wi re center o r an e xchange area . And we 

nav~ however many are o n that . 

MS. WI EST : He how many e xchanges do you 

st:ll have ? 

MR. HEASTON: lt's on the l~st we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approximately 3 S. 

3 MS . WIEST : lt would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to our 

5 applica tion . 

6 MS. WI£5Tr So however ml 1y with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That~s how many 

8 service areas y o u would like the Commissi o n to 

9 designate for u S West at this time? 

10 A. I guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 des1gnate each exchange . 

12 MS . WIEST : My problem is we are supposed t o 

13 tell the FCC by December 31st what your designated 

l ~ service area 10. 

ls A. 

16 exc hange. 

17 

18 about It 

1 9 

Then 1 suppose we ought t o do it exchange by 

MS . WIEST : If you want more time t o think 

MR . HEASTON: Yes. l think I would. I mean 

20 thi s 10 not eometh1ng that's come up in the other t wo 

21 states that I've done this 1n, and I had the same basic 

22 application. I will have to ·· I will do a late-filed 

2? e xh1bit on that 1 f ! could with a n affidavit from Jon. 

2 4 

2S 

MS . WIEST : Okay . 

MR . HEASTON: What are y ou re lying on aga1n. 
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1 Rolayne ? 

2 MS . WIEST : Actual ly what as f ar as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 S DA 97-1892 issue d 

4 9 · 29 - 97. 

5 

6 

MR . H~ASTON : 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And I'm a lso relying o n 

7 paragraphs 185, 19:, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 order . 

9 

1 0 

1 l 

12 

MR, HEASTON : 197, 175. 

MS . WIEST: 157 o r 

MS . CREMER: 185, 192 . 

MS . WIEST : The doc ke t number for the FCC 

13 univers a l servi c e . 

MR . HEASTON: No t the d ocket number but the 

: s o rder n u Mber, the o rder number . 

: 6 MS. W!EST , Okay . l wa s look:ng at 185, 1 9 2 

17 and paragraph 

1 8 MR . HEASTON: ! g o t t hose . Wa& 1t FCC 

: 9 97-157? 

:io ~ s W! ES7 : 57, right. And the o ther thing 

2 : ,01.. n i ght want t o address 1n parag ra ph 185, for 

2 2 e xamp l e , it d o es sa y :! a state PUC adopts . t s e x isting 

2' S'"n' !Ce c1reas ! o r !a:-ge : 1.. ::c· s. their s tudy are.a. thus 

2; would e rec t signi!1c ant b a rriers to entry . We are also 

2 5 encou rag•d t o consider designating servi c e areas that 
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l requi r e an ILEC to serve ar~a s othe r than they have not 

2 traditionally served. 

3 MR. HEASTON: Yes. And , see, t.hi s ·· what 

4 the p r o ble m t.his ca uses is where y o u have not 

5 con s idered and have left ~o the f CC to determine h o w 

6 that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

7 And, yes, we are advocating smalle r geog raphi c elements 

8 t h an the wire ce n te r for uni versal high cos t s uppo r t 

9 but I do not have a South Dakota spec ific l ook because 

10 th is Commission decided not to do t he i r o wn e arlier 

11 this ·· a couple mont hs a go , as o pposed t o Wyomi ng and 

12 North Dakota whe r e r d o have that because t ho se t wo are 

13 look i ng at ~oing thei r o wn, or suggesting thei r o wn 

1 4 cost study . So I do have the sma ll grids , as we c a ll 

15 it , and r could identify tha t f or you. I c anno t 

16 identi fy anythi n g smaller than right n o w than a wire 

17 cen ter. 

18 

19 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . CO !T: Ex cuse me , may I comment br iefl y 

20 on this ? And I understa nd that I 'm no t a party but I 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

d o believe it was my underst anding today ~ha t the whol e 

issue of disaggrega ted se rvi ce a reas for u S West o r 

any o~ her company may come up. But I wou ld li k e t o sa 

we certa i n ly ha v e an in te rest in the i ssue. And I 

think tha t the FCC rules indi c ate that -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1ndi c ate that before c hanging an exist i ng 

2 serv ice area, that the Co mm1ss i on a t the state level 

3 needs t o find that i :'s cons i stent with universal 

4 ser:i c e requ1rements . S o I th i n k i t 's a r eally 

5 inv o lved ·• i nvol ves a l ot more than tte review o f 

6 a c t u a ll y loo king at ETC se r vice obl1gat1 o ns . Yo u're 

7 

8 

9 

: o 

1 1 

... 

talk 1ng about mak1ng c hanges 1n a U S West serv i ce area 

tha t c o ul d s ig n i fi c antly c h a nge the level o f suppo rt it 

m1 9h t rec e 1ve u nd~ r a federal un i versal service fund. 

Oe c1s : o ns o n US West service area disaggreg a tion and 

s o f o r th cou l d c ertainly impac t rural tele p h o n e 

companies os we ll. And I g u ess going int o chis 

p r oceed i ng 1t was ou r understanding that the r e are 

c e r t a 1n e s tab lished 1nc umbent LEC service areas. and we 

: s didn't unde rsta nd, I guess, that we · · that the issue 

16 in this US West d o c ket o r a ny o f the other o nes wo u l d 

: 7 b e with r egard t o d1sa ggr e ga:1ng servi c e a r eao. 

18 MS . WI ES :' . I 'm no t ta l k ing abo ut 

: 9 a:s a ggre gat1ng se rv i c e ar e a s. And I thi n k yo u have t o 

20 reco oni ze t he d1s t: n c t1on that was made between 

21 ncn r u ra l s and r u ra l co~pan1es w1th respe~ t to servi c e 

a r e a · • we wa nt t o l o o k at doi ng anytt1ng t o rural 

23 comp , n1es with r e spec t t o d i saggregat ion, we have t o 

2 ~ s p e c 1 !1 c a ll y petiti o n the FCC. That's a ll I 'm talk1 ng 

~5 ubo ut, and t hat ' s the r easo n why l only bro ught up this 



issue with respect t o US West. And it's just my 

understanding the Commission does have to d o the 

service area in order for US West to get your 

unive rsa l service money. 
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MR . HEASTON: If I could ha e until whatever 

date wa s auggested earlier on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendation for you from 

US West on that. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Are there any other 

1 0 questions o f this wi tness? One more question, 

1 1 Mr. Lehner. Do you have any observat ion to wha t 

12 Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

13 company? 

l ~ A. l ' m not sure that! understood e~actly what 

15 he was requ iring. If the requirement is to advertise 

16 it once a year in the newspaper, I don't think we have 

17 a p r o blem w1th chat. 

18 MS. WIEST : And getting back t o single party 

19 service is high cost. the onl y barrier is co provide 

20 

21 

22 

single party serv i ce t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WTEST: Is it also u S West's position 

23 chat t he sett leme nt a g reement that you•ve stated is 

2~ suspended conce rn i ng singl e party service no longer 

25 applies where 1 bel i eve you se a ted you would have 
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1 single party serv1ce t o all customers by th~ year 2000 ? 

2 A. Had the 121 investment p :ogram continued, I 

3 would have been o ut here talking to the staff and to 

4 y ou abou t these a nyway, because as we honed down to 

S s ome c o the last few on s o me of these exchanges, it 

6 bec ame obvious that this was tn1s i s foolish t o 

7 spend that kind o ! money with the cu rrent technology. 

9 Just d oesn't mak e any s ense. 

, MS. WIEST: That's all I have . Mr . Heaston, 

10 you m19ht a lso want to address the question o ! whether 

ll the Commission has the authori ty to pro vide any de 

12 m1nimus e xcept i on to the single party without putting 

13 the time line o n it . 

l 4 ~ R. HEASTON: ! d o n' t kno w t hat de m1nimus is 

:s t he issue, but i do think that you cou ld put a time 

!6 line on 1t and make it rene wabl e that we would have to 

: "I co~e ~n. i think what the rule wo uld al low you to do 

18 1s require us to come In on a regularly - scheduled 

:1 basis. maybe annu a ll y . ma ybe semi-annu a lly, t o update 

20 th~ Commission o ! where we are te ch nol ogy w1se in tak ing 

21 c are o ! these l ast S 2 . That would be my pos i tio~ on 

Z ~h : s i s ~ha t t h~~ puts a time l1m1t on and it makes it 

2J driven by the technol ogy and the a!fordab ili ty o( it . 

2.; MS. WIEST : Okay . A.,y o ther q1.1esc1ons? 

25 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a question 
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1 of Mr. Lehner. And the reason 1 have a q uestion is 

2 because in your amended appl ication yo u might have 

3 addressed i t, 

I apologi ze . 

however, I don't have a copy of that and 

But you addressed in here and you have an 

s exhibi t o n your o r i ginal app licat ion tha t r egards 

6 Lifeline , Link Up. And basically what it is it's your 

7 t ar iff, o r a page that look s l ike a tar if f page to me. 

8 Now, u S West really intends to comply with the 

9 Commission order in Li feline. Lin k Up? 

10 A. 

11 

1 2 chat. 

13 A. 

1 4 

Absolutely. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELD ER: I need to know 

And that page doesn't apply any mo re. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Than k you. 

15 MS. WIEST : Any other questions? Thank you. 

16 CO MM TSSIONER NELSON: I guess l have a 

17 question . You kno w, y ou -- when you were t a l king about 

lB why you shouldn't have to provide his single party 

19 sys t ems f or t hese areas that y ou listed like Spearfish 

20 and Pierre and a ll the 11st that y ou wen t through --

21 A . Yes . 

22 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it -- it j ust 

23 seems weird t o me tha t it would be that expensive to 

2 ~ p r ovide those se rv ices in some areas. Like Pierre and 

2S Huron, those are pret t y ·· l mean can y ou expl ain t hat 
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1 t o me a little bit because J find that a little odd. 

2 A. The high cost we're talking about in many 

3 cases. not only replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers that were engineered probably back i n the 

5 sixties and sevent ies to multi-party service with no 

6 intention o( having single party oervice. So we're 

7 talking 1n many cases miles and miles o f d istribution 

8 cable, some cases six pair, 11 pair, maybe even greater 

9 pair . So we're talking about now having co replace 

10 that cable with probably SO pair or a hundr ed pa ir 

11 cable. And we're a lso talking about many c ases where 

12 at the end o! that c able we have to extend what some 

13 peo ple will c all a drop, what l call a pair of wires, 

s ome c1~es seve ral miles . And in o rder to provide 

1s s!n~le par ~y service·· well, r take that back in that 

16 case. The drop p1ece o( that will be ok ay . wa s 

17 thinking o f 1f they have more than o ne line. But we're 

18 talking about d1str1but1on cabl e , we·re t a l king about 

feede : , and we're talking 1n some cases about PAIR GAIN 

20 systems that are JUS t plain (ull. I'm talking about 

2: 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

systems that you·ve heard like Anaco ~da that are going 

to need t o be replaced . It's expensive . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess in my mind it 

seems co me that cost prohlb1c1 ve ·· J d ~dn't exactly 

envision exactly what you were just exp laining to me 
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l becau s e I was tnink ing maybe t hes e lines had to be run 

2 out miles a nd miles and mil e s a nd the r e' s nobody out 

3 there o r something. But if thi s is in a fairl y 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

2J 

22 

23 

24 

25 

populated a re a , a nd it doe sn't seem to me that th ese 

people should hav e to live with just t wo party 

telepho ne system when most o f the world doesn't, as we 

know lt in South Da kota, doesn't h a ve to d o that 

because the lines a re a ll filled up. I mean I'm 

looking f or some reason wh y tha t's a ccept a ble, 

especi a lly when some of those little compan i e s a r e 

saying tha t they got ma ybe three o r fou r people l e ft 

that they d on 't h a ve tha t service f or and t~ey •ve ma de 

every effor t to say. well, we want a waiver but we will 

do it by the end of the yea r or whatever . 

A . I think that most o f the companles you've 

been listening to up until now ·· and I o bv iously can' t 

speak f o r them. but I th1nk you're tal k ing a bout 

engineering tha t was d o ne pro bably 1S, 20 years ago in 

most of these compa ni e s• cases whe r e they a t the time 

spent the money to do tha t . We did not do that. We 

pro vided distr ibu tion systems tha t we r e litera lly 

designed not to provide single party service. There 

are d i fferent funding mechanisms and different 

requirements that we've had. The y 've had the ability 

to spend that k ind o f mo ney and reco~e r it. Nl o w, I can 

I • 
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1 spe nd $ 100 ,00 0 o r $150, 0 00 o r 50, 00 0, wh atever i t 1 s, 

2 t o d o t hese, but s o mewhe r e t hat ha s t o be re c o vered a nd 

l it i s n 't g o ing t o be re c o vered fro m a c usto me r . That 

~ c u st o me r i sn ' t goi ng t o pay f or that . 

s COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I L seems t o me t his 

6 f l i e s in t he fa c e o f what the g o vern o r ' s bill s a id las t 

7 yea r . I mean here we're t a l king making a vai lab l e high 

8 t e c hno logy t o eve r ybo dy 1n So uth Dako ta . Bas i c a l l y 

9 t hat ' s wha t the bill says . And we're ta l k i ng here some 

: o p e o p l e that a ren't e ven g o i ng t o have si ngle party 

1 J te l e communi c at i o n 1n th i s sta t e . 

: i A . Comm i s si o ner . a ll I c an t el l yo u is wh a t the 

And I think t h a t 's -· I chi n k that ' s, u nle s s 1 3 CO G t i II • 

the r e ' s a r e cove ry mechanism. i t would make no sense t o 

!5 spend that ki nd o : mo n e y . An d l cert a i nly wou ldn't 

16 

1 '1 

:s 

1 s, 

:: 0 

2 3 

H 

2 5 

r ecommend 1 t . 

CHAI RMAN BURO: The q u e stio n ! have i n the 

~EC i ndu stry wnen we h a ve the s e k ind o [ situa t i ons o nce 

in a wh il e Lhe r e •s a not her pro vi de r tha t 1s closer t hat 

c an d o ;t . Wo u l d t h a t be t he c a s e t o a ny o ! these? 

Wo u l d t hat b e a rea s o nab l e s olu t ion e ver ? 

A . Yes. 1 t wo uld . And, Comcnss1o ne r, 1f t her e 

1s a n y compan y in t h!s r oom c ha t wo uld l i k e to serve 

any o ! t hese 5 2, wou ld be happy t o nego t i t e . 

CHAIRMAN BU RG : l think may be when we' re down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a list o f those names and see 1! 

2 we cou l d wo rk it ou t . I share what Counsel has said. 

l t•m not sure we can make the e xception. I kno w that 

~ US Wes t's cou nsel has given us what I call a short 

5 term one, tha t in other wo rds. we coul d give the wa i ver 

6 for a limited period o f time, but I don't kno w tha t's 

7 an indef inite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look at work ing together t o meet and find the solution 

9 to meet the FCC rules I think i f we can But s o many 

10 -- maybe. I guess, what 1 would like to request is t he 

11 a c t ual name and location ot those 52 (1led at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

1 ~ 

I don't ca re whethe r it's part o f t hi s docket o r 

A. 

15 

16 thank you. 

I thlnk that c an b~ p r ovided. 

~s. WIEST: Any other questions? I! not, 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG: I suppose we d o need some 

18 type of waiver 1n order to grant them an ETC status. 

19 MS. WIEST: Sorry. for which n o w? 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: Fo r single pa rt y. 

21 MS . WI£ST: At this time staff h a s a witnes s 

22 on this case f irst . 

23 MS. CREMER : Staff wou ld c a ll Harlan Beat . 

24 

25 

HARLAN B&ST , 

called as a witness, being previously sworn, 
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l was examlned and testified as follows: 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

3 BY MS. CR EMER : 

o. Har l an , were y o u the ana lys t ass igned to 

S TC97-l63. US West's app lication? 

6 

7 

8 West ? 

9 

10 

A . 

o. 

A . 

o. 

Yes. 

And have you reviewed that appli c ation by US 

Yes . 

And would you agree with Mr. Lehne r when he 

11 t c sc1Cied earlier that they met al l the requirements of 

12 4 7 CFR S 4 - l 0l ? 

13 

' . . ~ 
A 

o . 
;,. . 

That they have met thos e ? 

Yes . 

Yes. W!th the discussion that we've had on 

16 s i ngle par:.y . 

1 "/ ihght . Okay . And at y ou r recommendation f o r 

18 adve r tising. wou ! d th a t be t h e s a me for US West as it 

19 was f o r t h e ochers ? 

2 0 ;.. . 

2 : And what woul d you r recommenda tion b e fo r t he 

2 2 Commission 1n def~~ing a service area for US West? 

23 A . It would be t he wi re center . 

MS. CREMER : That's a ll the q~estion s I would 

2S h ave . 
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l 

2 

MS . WI EST: Any questions. Ms . Wil ka ? 

MS. WILKA : No queotions . 

3 MS. WI EST: Commissioners? 

4 CHAlRMAN BURG: The ques tion I'd have 1s 

87 

s based on that, should we not • • l mean 1s t h11 · • what 

6 do I c a ll it ? Is this a d ocument t h• ~ i s f il ed 1n 

7 these hear i ngs? 

8 MS. CREMER : Yes. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I th i nk we ought to 

10 co rrec that exh 1b1 t t o put no o n ea c h o f tho se t ha t 

11 ~e·ve made wa i ve r f o r on the s ingle party bec a use I 

12 believe t he answer 1s no an d we've made a wa i ver t o 

13 eac!sfy that . 

1 4 MS. CREMER : Okay . 

lS CHAIRMAN BURG Since tha t's f iled . 

l6 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not moved 

17 ( or a wa i ver in that area. have we ? 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r s1x months o n one 

19 o ther company . 

20 MS . Wl ES7 : We have t wo sing l e party waive r s 

21 so far. but u S West we haven't moved yet ; right ? 

22 CHA IRMAN BURG: But i f we do and fo r any we 

23 do, since he's a witness o n the stand and th i s 1s h i s 

2~ documen t. I t hink that this documen t should be 

25 co rrected to reflect . no , they d o not meet tha t t o 
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coincide with the wa ivers we·ve given . 

MS . CR EMER : Okay . 

1 

2 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I guess r don•t kno w. What 

~ do we need to d o to make su r e chat co rrection is made ? 

s MS, WI EST I beli eve there are three 

6 companies that d o not a t th1s time provide s ingle party 

7 serv i ce, so al l they would have t o do is change that 

e yes to no fo r those Stateline, Venture, and US West; 

9 :-19ht? 

! 0 CHAIRMAN BURG: And t he tes timony o n the 

ll re co rd 1s adequate to a ccomp lish that ? 

12 MS. WI EST: Yes. 

13 CHAI RMAN BURG: Oka)•. That•e all l 

l ~ wonde red. 

ls MS. WIEST : So how ma ny wi r e c ent e rs rloes US 

! 6 ~Iese have ? 

17 

l 8 

A . 38. 

MS. IOEST : 38. 

19 questions o f th1s w1tness? 

20 MS . CREMER: No. 

Tha n k you. Any oc her 

2 1 MS. WIEST : Wou ld you li ke to adm i t th! $ 

22 d o cket f o r the p urposes o f this d oc ke t? Bef o re r o nly 

23 admitted 1t fo r the o ther dockets. 

2 4 MS. CREMER : Actually I wasn't g o ing t o mo ve 

25 1: into this one b~caus e p eople testified to ! t . so I 

• 
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l didn't reall y need it in mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But l can ce r t a inly 

3 

4 

5 

MS. WIEST: lt's up to you . 

6 witness? 

MS. CREMER: We don't need it in this docket. 

MS. WI EST: Any other quest i ons of this 

Thank you . Anything else f r om a ny o f the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

1 q 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

par~ies? At this time I believ e the Commission will 

t a ke these matters under adv isement . We are waiting 

f or some la t e - filed exhibits in some dockets. and it 

will be possib le that perhaps the Commissio n wiil ma ke 

the der isions either at a Commission mee ting or a t the 

December 2nd hearing on some o ther related ETC 

dockets. Are there any questions from anybody o r a ny 

comments? 

MR. COIT, I woul d jus t , f or the record. li k e 

to formally reques: tha t the Commissi ~n designate each 

o! the ·· based upon the record, the aff i davits ye t to 

be submitted, tha t the Commission des igna te each o( the 

rural telephone compa n ies, SOITC member companies. as 

ETC's and that thei r study areas be designated as their 

service a r ea. That's all 1 have. 

MS. WlEST: Thank y o u. That will close th e 

2) hearing. 

2 ~ (THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P. M.) 

25 
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1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES 

3 

4 I. Lo ri J. Grode . RMR. No tary Publ-1c. in and 

s !or the State of South Dak ota, do he~eby ce rtif y that 

'6 t he a!:>ove liea r1ng , pages 1 through 89, 1nclus1ve, wa s 

7 recorded stenograph1cally by me and reduced to 

8 typewri ti ng . 

9 r FURTHER CERTIFY that th f oregoing 

1 0 transcr ipt o f che said hear ing i s a tru e and co rrect 

11 tra nsc ript o f t h e stenograph ic notes at the time and 

12 p lace s~ecif1ed he reinbefore. 

! 3 

. . .. 
FURTH ER CERTIFY that am not a r e la ti ve or 

e~~loye e or at~orney or counsel o ! any of the part ies. 

n ,:, r re!at~ve or er.ployee o! such attorney or counsel. 

!~ o~ !.nanc1ally 1n teres~ ~d d1rec~ly o r ind ire c t ly 1n 

l " 

~o 

. . . 

;.~ .. s ac:..on 

! S W.TNESS WHEREOF, I have he reunto set my 

hand and sea! o ! o !f: ce a: Pie rre. South Dakota, t h i s 

!Sl dar o ! Oecembe: . !9'17. 

~or1 J. Gr o de, RMR 

• 
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MIDSTATE 
TELEPHONE 

====== COMPANY 

June 10, 1997 

Mr. w ,nizm Bullard, Executive Director 
Public Utilities Cornmissaon 
State of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: SD 524, 624 ETC Designation 

Dear M r Bullard· 

120 E. 1ST • P.O. eox .. • IOIJ8AU.. SO $7355 • PHONE (eo6J 77Ml:221 

"WE'RE PflOUO TO BE YOUR LOCAL TELEPHONE COIIN.Nr 

RECEIVE[) 
JUN 1 7 1997 

SOUTH DAI( 
UTILITIES cJ!!! Pusuc ,,,.,.,,ss,oN 

Pursuant to 47U.S.C § 214 (e) and 47 CFR § 54 201 for the purpose of ·eligible 
telecommunicabons carrle(s:..status, Midstale Telephone CQITtpany and its, 
subsidiary endo~'for filiig with th& commission-a r~uesi lor ETC designation . 
Alty Q\J8Stions ~ this filing should be dncted to me at (605)778-6221 

Sincerely, 
MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY & SUBSIDIARIES 

____. - /---... 

Marit ID Benton, Manager 

Enclosures 



TC 97-085 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSl'Wf CEf VtO 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JUN I 1::,/ 

IN TIIE MA TIER OF THE REQUEST OF 
HEARlLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
FOR DESICNA TION AS AN P.LICIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

SOUTlf DAI 

REQUEST •·oR lf(.~ITIES 

DESIGNATION 
DOCKET TC97-

,, 
, • • 'I;~ ..... .,,.,[ 

llcanlund O•mmunications. Inc. ( .. Hcanbnd Communic:ation.f') pu1su11m 10 -1 7 

United Stil'lc..( Code Section 2 14(c) and 47 Code of f'Ctlcral Rcguboons Section S4.20I ~by 

seek.<; from the Public Utilitits Commi,;.sion ("Commi'l.'lion .. ) desig1131ion as an .. eligible 

tclccommunica1ions ,11rricr .. within ire loca.l c,;cb;uigc 11rcns 1hnt con.stitutc it.~ sctvicc area in 

South Dakolll. In suppon of this request. Hean.land CommuniClltion.s offers the following: 

I. Pumiant 10 47 U.S.C. § 2 14(c) it i.s the Commis.sion·s responsibility to designutc loQl 

CJtchnngc ClllTicrs ( .. LECs .. ) as "cligihlc tclc:communlcations carric:1$" ("ETCs"). or in other 

words. 10 determine which LECs ha\'c assumed universal service oblig:uion~ con~i.stet1l with the 

fcdcr .. l lnw and should be deemed eligible to rcc.'Cive feeler.ti universal service supportl. At lc.ast 

one eligible 1ek:4.-ommunicntion~ currier l'I 10 be dcsignntcd by 1he Commission for each ..crvice 

ill'Cll in the Suuc. However. In the c.uc of :ucas scr\'cd by ·'rurnl 1clcphonc comp:inits·-. the 

Commiuion may no1 dc.~ign:itc more than one LEC as un ETC without first finding: thnt such 

a.ddilioMI dc.~ign:ulon would be in the public intcrc.\t. Under -17 CFR § .54.201. beginning Januwy 

I. 1998. only 1elccommunica1ion, Cllrric:rs that have r«-ei~ dcsignntion from the Commission to 

sen,: 3.\ an eligible telccommunications carrier within their service = will he eligible to rccci\,: 

fcdcr.il unive™115ervice suppon. 

2. Hcnrtbnd Communicntions i.s Ille facilitits-bascd locnl eitchan1,'<' currier prcscmly 

provkling locnl exchange 1clccommunic.11ion_, ~ in the following Cllchangcs in 

South D:iko1:1.: 

Planc/Gcd!lcs {337) 

i '"j'"' 



H~land Communications 1.0 ilS knowledge 15 1hc only cfflier 1oday pmvidmg 

local exchange tclecommunicalions SC1'\~CC$ in the above identified cJ1c:hangc ~. 

3. Hean land Communicntions in ;iccord with 47 CFR § 54. :01 oilers 1hc following local 

cxchMgc 1elcc-0mmunicnrions .<;Cl'\ices to llll consumers 1hrt111gh-Ou1 its 5CfYK'C area: 

• Voice grade :icccss 10 the public ,wiichcd nc1worli:: 

• Local exchange scn•icc: 

Dunl tonc multi-frequency ,ign:utng; 

Access 10 emergency 5CJ'VICCS SUt'h o.~ QI I or enhanced 91 I 

puhl ic scrvi.ccs: 

Acee.~~ 10 operator service.<; 

Acccs..< 10 in1=changc service: 

• Access to directory as.\isl:lllCC; :intl 

• Toll blocking service to qulllificd low,incomc con.~um~ 

A5 nolcd :ibo,'C, HCllflbnll Communicatlon.s docs pr\lvidc toll limitation service in the 

fonn of 1011 blocking 10 qualif)ing consumers. howc\'Cr, the additional 1011 limlta1ion 5C1'Vice of 

"10U control" a.< defined in the llt'w FCC univcr:5lll ...crvicc rub (47 CFR § 54.400(3)) i., not 

provided. Heartland Communic.,uions is no1 nwun: that any local exchange carrier in South 

Dalco1a has n currcm capahility 10 providc such ;crvicc. 'The FCC ga,-c ll(I indic:uion prior 10 the 

release of its univcrsnl sczvicc order (FCC 97-157) duu wll conll'OI would 1,c imposed a, 3il\ ETC 

service ~urn:mcnt lllld. 10 o ur rnfomulion and belief. a.< a resul1. LECs nutionwide ate 001 

positioned 10 make the service immcxli:ltcly aYllilablc. In order for Hc3rtJand Communications 10 

provide the FUVicc .• additional U!lllge ll'llClcing nod swrugc cap;ibili1ic5 will h:lve 10 be instllllcd in 

its locnl swiu:hing equipment. At minimum. 1he service requites :i swi1ching software upgrade 

Md 01 1his time Heartland Communications is inYCStigating and ancmpting 10 detcnninc whether 

the IIC('es.stil)' soflwarc hll5 been developed and when it might become :iv:aila.hle. 

Allcord"angly. Hcanbnd Communiclltions is faced with cxccp1ional circulll$llltlCCS 

concerning iLS ability 10 fflllkc the 1011 comrol 5c:rvice 11vaibblc ~ 5C1 fonh in lhe FCC's o.nh't't!i.11 

2 



scn'lQ) rules and must request n waiver from the requirement 10 provide such service. At this 

time. a wnhu for a period of one year i~ requested. Prior 10 lhc end of the one )'C.V period. 

Hcanland Communications will report back 10 the Commi.uion with specific infonmtion 

indicating when the ncccssnry network upgrades can be made and tho service can be m:ide 

available 10 as.sist low income customers. The. Commis._~n may properly gJ'Wlt a WIU\'Cf from the 

.. toll conlrOI"' requirement pursuant L0 47 CFR 54.IOl (c). 

4. HClLltland Communication.~ ha.~ prcviou.'lly and will continue :, advcni.~ the availability 

of ilS loclll exchange services in media of general d~tribution throughout the cxcllangc arc:is 

served. Prior 10 this filing. Hcanland Communications has not generally advertised the prices 

charged for aU of the above-identified services. It will do so g9ing forward in accord with any 

specific advenising standards that lhc Commission may dc\'Clop. 

5. Based on the; foregoing. Heartland Communications respectfully request cha! the 

Commi.~si-on: 

(a) grant n temporary waiver or the requirement 10 provide ·1011 contror· service: 

w11l 

(b) grant an ETC dcsign3tion 10 Hcanbnd Communic2110ns covcnng all of the 

local CJ<Chllllgc llJ"CllS 1h31 consd1u1c ils prc."Cnl scrv1t'C aru in the Staie. 

Outed lhi5 _ d.ly of lune. 1997. 

Heartland Communications. Inc. 

Marie D. Benion. Manager 

3 



rr~·~J'J 
.. 111::i+l-111111 

Heartland Communications, Inc . 
120 E FIASl • P O eoi 48 • l<IMBAll SU $735$-00,ll, 

• Pt!Ol'lE tOOSJ n&6221 • FIIJ( 1605) 77ij.&08() 

C ~- ,, 

- ---====== 
Mr. camron Hoseck 
Slatl Attorney 
~h DelcoCa PdJlc Ulllaies Commission 
Sla19 Capul Bubng 
500 East c.pilal Aveoue 
Pilwre, SO 57501-5070 

RECEIVED 

OCT I O 1997 
SOUTH OAK OT A PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RE: E.ligible Telecommt#\icallons earner epplcallon, TC ll7-08S 
Heartland Comml.lllcatlons. lno. 

Coar Mr. Hoseck.: 

Please llnel response for adcldlonal lrlonnalion: 

1. Heartland Con"1!Ul'licatlons. Inc. does provide single1)8rty service or Its IISIC!Jonal 
equlvalenl. 

2. Heartland Communlca!lons. Inc. currvnlly olle11 Ueline and Link Up loca.1 seNlcos wllhln ils 
exdlangel. Beginning January t, 1998, lhe progian11 w1• be dlere.l under new terms In 
accord with lhe FCC rules. 47 CFR 5",400-5" 417, and any PUC decisions concemlng 
lmplantalion ot the e.qxindeO p,ograms. 

3 Mat1C 0 . Benion. being lir5t duly worn, stales 1h8l he Is tho General Manager lor the 
reeponcfing party, lhat he has read tho lndlal ETC applicallon anel the !?fegolng, and tho 
same la true 10 his own besl lcnowl8dgo. lnformaiion and beiHII. 

Meflc 0 . Benton 

~L:,:6 
/ N Pulllc 

My oonvnfaalon elq>lrel .2 · 2 :2 - ? Q 

1
-. IXHIIIT 

ef 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF lAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97--085 

Cn June 17. 1997 the Publ,c UIJhues Com1n1ss,on (Commis~) received• request f0< 
deSl\jl\a!IOn as an et,g,ble 1etecommuna11<>ns camer (ETC) from Hellltl• rr Communoull<>nS, Inc 
(Heartland Commuruetti()fts) Hear11• nd Communatoons requested de\ ona1,on H • n eltg,ble 
1e1ecommumca11ons camer with,n lhe local exchange arHs 1h•1 constitute ,ts service are• 

The Cornmiuion eledron~lly 1ransm,11ed not.ce of lhe fmng and the ,nterve_nlion deadlane 
to 1111eres1ed ind,Ylduals ano ent,t,es No person Of enllty fileo to 111tervene By Ol'def d.lt ed 
Novembef 7, 1997, u,e Commi.5sion sel the heanng fo, lhls maner fo, I 30 pm on Novemt>er 19, 
1997. in Room 412, State C.prtol. Pierre Soutll OakoUI 

The hearing was held as scheduled At the heanng the Commtss,on grantee Hearttand 
Communcabons a one .,ear w. se, ol the requ,rement 10 p('IMde tol ClonltOI service wilhin ,ts selVIC1I 
atH Al ,ts December 11 1997 meellng, the Commlss,on granted ETC oe-s,gnalJOn to Heartta.nd 
Communocai.ons •nd des,gnated its study area as 111 service area 

Based on lhe evldenCe ol reooro the Comtnlss,on enters lhe folklwlng Findings of Faa and 
Conclu1,ons or Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 17 1997, the Comni1sst0n rece,ved a req~st for designation as an ETC from 
Hearttand Commun1ca1,ons Heartland C<>mmun1C11110ns requested des;gnallOn as an ETC within 
tile loc•I ucnange areas that cons111u1e ,ts service area Hea!Uan<I CommunoQt,ons seNH the 
folloWlng ur:nange ~netGeddes (337) l:xl'ldHt 1 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 U S.C § 214(e)(2). the Comml11t0n 1s required 10 des,grnne a common 
camer th.It meets the requ11emen1s o f se<:1,on 2 t• (e )( I) u an ETC fo, • seivtee area Oes,gna1eo 
by the Commrss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 u Sc § 21'4(e)(I), a common carnef lhat ,s <101,gnated as an ETC tS ehg1ble 
to rece,ve urvversal SteMCe SUppor1 lll'ld shaU, thtoughoul 11., seMCe area offer the services that are 
supp0rted by federal unrversal serv,ce support mechantsms erther using rts own faol111eS or a 
comb,nat,on of its own laol,ues and resale of ar.other ~met's seMCes The c:amet must also 
advet1,se the ava~abll ty of such serv,ces an<I the rales f()( the serv,ces using media of general 
d1Stnbut,on 



IV 

The Feder.II Communications Comm,ss,on (FCC) has desognaled the following seMces 0< 

fundlonalil>es as those supponed by federal universAI service suppor1 mechanisms (1) voice grade 
access lo the rPYbllc switched netwotlt. (2) local usage, (3) dual lone mulll-froouency signaling or its 
fU/\dlO('laJ equal, (4) single party service 0< ,ts funct,onal equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services, (6) access to operat0< services, (7) access to rnterexchange seMce, (8) access to 
direc,o,y anis1ance. and (9) toll hm1ta!IO('I f0< qualifying 1ow-,ncome consumers 47 C F R. § 
54 101(8) 

V 

As part of Its obligations as an ETC, an ETC os required lo make avadable l.lfehne •nd Link 
Up servoc:e, to qualifying low-,ncome consumers 47 C F R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Heartland Communicat,ons offers VOICe grade access to the public SW1lched netwotlt to all 
consumers 1/u:oughoul ,ts service area Exh1b1t 1 

VII 

Heanland Communications offers local exchange service to all eonsl.fflers throughout l1S 
service area Isl 

VIII 

Hear11and Commun,,catoons offers dual :one mUIIJ·frequency 519naf,ng to all consumers 
throughout its seMCe area. Id 

IX 

Heartlarod CommunicallOnS offers Single party serv,ce to al c:or •• umers throughout its HMCe 
area Extvbtt 2. 

X 

Heartland Communcabons offffl IICCe$S to emergeuc:y 5ef'\IICIH to al consumers throughout 
,ts setV1Ce area Exh1btt f 

XI 

He~ Communicaltons offers access to operator servoces to all consumers throughout 
its setv1Ce area Ill 

XII 

HearUand Commun,catlons offers aecess to interexehange services to all consumers 
th,oughout ,ts seMCe area Isl 

XIII 

Hel/Uand ColM1unocallOns offers access 10 dndo,y ass,stance to au conwmers throughout ,ts service area Isl 

2 



XIV 

One- ot the seMCeS requred to be provided by an ETC 10 qua.hlylng low-income consumers 
IS toll hm1tab0n 47 CF R § 54 101(a)(9) ToQ ~fflllation consists of both IOII blodoog and IOII 
conttOI 47 CF R § 54 400(d) Toll control ls a service that allO'NS consumers to speedy a certain 
amount of toll usage that m., be 1/lClJffl!d per month"' per bolhng cycte 47 CF R § 54 400(c) Toll 
bk>dong ,s a serv,ce that lets consumers elect not to aUow the completion o f outgoing toll calls 47 
C F R § 54 400(b) 

xv 

Heanland Communlca1ions offers toll blockJng to all consumers I .roughOIJI Hs service a.rea. 
Exhlbil 1 

XVI 

Heartland Communications dOes not currently offer toll control jg In order fOC' 1-turtland 
Comm.ncat.oons 10 provide totl control, addrttonal usage trac:lung and stooige eapabotrues WIii have 
to be installed in its local SW1tching equipment Hear1J.tnd Communieatt0ns is attempting to 
detemwie whether the nec:euary software has been developeCI and when it might become avatlable 
HI 

XVII 

Heartland Communic:a11ons stated that II is faced with exceptional an:umstances c:oncemmg 
ds abdlly to make toll control se,v,c:e available and reque$1ed a one ~ar warver from the requirement 
to provide such seNICe Isl Prior to the end of the one year periOCI. Heartland COC'nmunteltions WIU 
repon back to the Commission with speofic: information lndteating when the networll upgrades can 
be made In order to provide toll control HI 

XVIII 

With respect to the obligabon to 9dvertlse the availabtl,ty ot servlQes supported by the, federal 
universal service support mec:hanfsm and the charges for those services u11ng media of general 
distnbu'JOn, Heartland CommLncatlons stated that 11 advertises the avadabihty of its local exchange 
serv,c;es ,n media of general drstnl>Ytron throughout 11.s se!'VICe area However , Heartland 
Communications has not generally advertised the pnces for these servlc:es. HI Heartland 
Communications stated its 111ten1Jon to comply with any advertisrng standards developed by the 
Commission HI 

X.IX 

Heart land Communations curren tly offers Ldebne and unlc Up servic:e discounts ,n its 
e•changes Exh1b1t 2 Heartland COmmunic:auons will offer the 1.Jfehno and Link Up service 
di scounts In a ll of its seMc:e area beglMing January 1, 1998, in ac;co(danc:e With 47 C.F R §§ 
54 400 to 54 -417, lnclus,ve, and anyComm1.ssion impoSed reqwrements Eict11bll 2 

xx 

The CommisSIOO finch that Heartland Communic:ations currently provides and will continue 
to provide the lollowing services or fuodionalltles throughout its service area (1) v0<ee grade 
access to the publ,c: SWllched netwollt, (2) kY'..at usage. (3) dual tone muft1-l1equenc:y s~. (4) 
~ serv,c;e. (5) ac:c:ess to emergency servic:es. (6) access to operatOf SOMOes, (7) ac:cess 

J 



XIV 

One,, lhe se,w;es reqiared 10 be provided by an ETC to qualifying IOw·•ncome consumers 
,s toll hmltation 47 C.F.R § 54 101(a)(9) Toll hm1ta11on consists o f both ton bloclung al1d toll 
contlOI 4 7 CF R § 54 '400(d) Toil control IS a sennce that allows consumers to speaty a certain 
amoi.nt of IOI usage that may be tnc:urred per month or per billing cycle 4 7 C F R § !>4 400(C) Toll 
blodung is a seMCe that lets consumers elecl not to allow the completion cl outgomg toll cans 47 
C F.R §, 54 400(b) 

xv 

Heartland CommunlC81lons offers toll bloclung to all consumers throughout II$ service area 
Exhibit 1 

XVI 

Heanland Conum.lmcatlons does not currently offer toll conltol Jl2 In Ol'der f0< Heartland 
CommunK:a1ions to provide toll conltol, addrtlonal usage tradong and storage capabtlrues will have 
to be 1ns1aned in its local SW1tch1ng equipment Heartland Commuruca11ons 1s .anempt,ng to 
determine whether the necessary software has beeo developed and when II might beQome available 
Isl 

XVII 

Heartland ConvnunlCatlons stated that rt Is faced with exceptional orcumstanc:es concerning 
rts ai.ty 10 make toa control seMCe available and requested a one year warver from the requirement 
to proYlde such servioe ISi Prioc to the end of the one year period, Heartland Commun,catioos win 
report badt to the Commission with specific lnlonNtlon Indicating when the netwotl( upgrades can 
t.e made in onler to p,ovlde toll control Isl 

XVIII 

Wlh respect to tile obliQabon to adverose lhe availabllrty ol services supported by the federal 
universal seMCe support mechanism and the charges f0< UIOse lefVICeS usmg media of general 
distnbubon, Heartland CotMulication, stated that it advenlses the availab1hty of its lac.al Hchange 
service s 111 media of general distribution throughout its service area However, Heartland 
Communications has not generally advertised the pnc:es fof these sennces. Ill Heartland 
Commun,catJOlls stated rts intention lo comply With any advef11SWIQ standanls developed by the 
Commission Isl 

XIX 

Heartl111d Communications curren lly otters Lilehne and Link Up seMDI discounts in Its 
exchanges EJchlbit 2 Heartland Communications will otter the lrfefJne and link Up service 
discounts ,n au of ,ts seMCe area beginning January 1. 1998, '"80'" Jf'dance With 4 7 C.F.R §§ 
54 400 to 54.417. 1nc:lusrve. and eny Commission imposed requnme1 ts ExMJrt 2 

xx 

The Comms.ston finds that Heanland Communicatoons currently ptOYides and win c:ontinue 
to provide the following services or funCIJonahtles throughout its service area; (1) voice grade 
aoceu to the public switched netwottc: (2) focal usage, (3) dual tone multJ.frequency signaling, (4) 
single-party seMCe, (5) acceu 10 emergency services. (6) acceu to operator servic:es. (7) ac:c,us 
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to interexchange service; (8) access to d irectory assistance: and (9) toll blocking for quarity,ng low­
income consumers. 

XXI 

The Commission r.nds that pursuant to 47 C .F.R. § 5'4.101(c) it will grant Hea/tland 
Communlcations a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control servlC()S unbl December 31. 1998. 
The Commission finds that exceptlonal circumstances prevent Heartland Communications from 
provtding toll control at this time due to the dirtlculty in obtalnong the neeessary sortware upgrades 
to provide the service. 

XXII 

1lM! Commission find.s that Heartland Communications Intends to provide L.ifeline and Unk 
Up programs to qualifying customers throughout ,ts service area consistent with state and federal 
rules and orders. 

XXIII 

The Commiss,on finds that Heartland Communocatoons shall advertrse tne avzilallihty of the 
services supported by the federal universal service support mec.l!anism and tile charges therefor 
throughout its service area usu,g media of general distnbulion once each year. Toe, Commission 
further finds Iha! if the rate for 8frf of the services supported by the federal universal service support 
mechamsm Change.s, the new rate mu.st be advertised us,ng media of general d1Jtnbutton 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 us c. § 214(e)(5). the c.ommtssklo designatos Heantand communicatJons's 
current study area as its service area 

CONCLUSIO~S OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsd1C110n over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters. 1·26. 49-31, 
and 47 u S.C § 214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2), the Commission 1s required to designate a common 
earner that m eets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a servicct area deS!Qnated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant lo 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(1). a common C8ITlef that i.s de.s,gnated as an ETC ,s eligible 
10 receive unrversaJ servtce suppon and shall, lhroughou1 its service area, otrer the services that are 
supported by federal universal service support mflChanisms either using its own faabties or a 
combinahon of its own fac,1,ties and resale or another carrier's services The earner must also 
advertise the availat>ll,ty of such seJV!ces and the rate.s for the services using media of general 
d1str1bution 
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IV 

The FCC has des,onated tne following setvices or funct1ona1tt1es as those supported by 
federal uncversal service support mecnan,sms ( 1) YOtCe grade access to the pubhc swrtehed 
networlt, (2} local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency s,onal,ng or ,ts ful\dJOnal equal. (-4) single 
party seMCe or its funchonal equivalent, (5) access to emergency servtees, (6) access to operator 
services. (7) ace.en to lnterexchange serv,ce, (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll 
hm,tauon for qual,ty,ng low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(8) 

V 

As pan of ,ts Otll1gauons as an ETC. an ETC ,s required to make ava.tlable l.Jfel1ne and Link 
Up services to qualifying low,,ncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 405. 47 CF R § 54 41 1 

VI 

Heanland CommurucahOns has met the requirements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the 
excepbon of the ablhty to offer loll control Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c). tne Commiss,on 
condud-,s that Heartland Cormiurucatoons has demonstrated e>tcepbonal circumstances that Jusbly 
granung 11 a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control until December 31, 1998 

VII 

Heartland Commur,teauons shall provtde Lifehne and link Up programs to quahfylng 
customers lhroughout ,ts service area consistent with state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

Heanland Commun1ca11ons shall advemse the availab1hty of the services supported by the 
federal un,versal service support mechanism and the Charges lllerefor using media of general 
d1stnbu1,on once each year If the rate for any of the services supported by Ille federal universal 
service support mechanism Char,oes. the nev, rate shall be advertlSed using media of general 
d1stnbuhon 

lX 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(S), the Commission des,gnates Heanland Commuruc.auons's 
current stuay area as Its serv,ce area 

X 

The Comm,ss,on des,gnates Heanland Communoc.ihons as an ehg1tlle 1e1ecommun1C/lt1()(1S 
earner for its service area 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that Heartland Cornmunicatoons's o.,rrent study area ,s designated as its service 
area and 1t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Heartland Communoc.illons shan be granted a waover of the 
requirement to offer ton control services ul'llil December 3 I . I 998, and 11 IS 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Hea!11and Communoc.ihons shall follow the adverus.ng 
requ,rements as hsted above, and 11 ,s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that Heartland Commun,c:allons ,s designated as an ehgible 
telecommunications carrier for IIS service area 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entered on the / 7&lday ol December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32. this Order will take effect 10 days aner the date of receipt or 
lallure to accept dehvery of the decmon by the pan111s 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ~ day of Deaimber, 1997 

CUITFICA n OF SUMC£ 

Off'lCIAL S EAi 



t C. C/ 7-{Jil..':>_. RECEIVED 

DEC , l 1997 
LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN SOUTH DAKOTA Pus 

Of HEARTL/\NU COMMUNICATIONS, IN'i!.ILITIES (OMM1ss,J~' 

H=bnd Communx::i.uoll.f. Inc. submus uus pbn pumw11 10 47 CFR § 54.401(d) 
Honbnd CommunJ<.311011.f. Inc h:LS bo:n dcs1grotcd :is :in cbgtblc: tclcc,mununiatio'lf c..mcr by 
the South Da.kotJ Public U1tl111cs Comnussion ( .. SDPUCi llJld, :is such. rt'ust mue Lifeline :ind 
Link Up SCT'VICC 3v:1.1lablc: 10 4u:1.hfymg low·1ncomc consumers :u set fonl in the Commission's 
Fin:ll Order :tnd O.:Cision: Notice or Entry of Decision d:ucd November 18, 1997. wucd in 
Docket TC97-150 (In the M:111cr of the lomw auon into the wfclinc ilQd Lwk Vo Pmm,m>. 
wluch is a.u:icbcd :,.s Exhibit A. :ind consistent with the rntcru csublishcd under .!7 CfR H 
.s.i.400 to .s.i .i I 7. 1nclus1vc 

A. Central 

I. The I.Jfchne :ind ' .mk Up progr:,.ms 2.uLSt qu:wrtcd low-111Comc comwncrs by 
provtdin g for reduced monthly dwgcs llJld reduced connection charges for locll 
telephone service. The .wisunce :,ppllcs to :i mglc: telephone hne 11 :i qualified 
co115umcr's pnnc1pal pl:lcc 11( n:s1dcncc 

2. A qu..1hftcd low,lll(omc cunsumcr IS a telephone sul&nbcr who p;1ttte1p:atcs Ul at lc;u1 

one of the follo"1ni; publ11: ~ ,s,aocc program\ 

QJ, M.:d1c:ud 
I>. Food Stamps 
c Suppl.:mcnu.l Sc:cunty Income: (SSI) 
d Fcdcml Pubhc Ho111mg Assisuncc 
c ww-lncomc Home Energy AMis=c Pmgr.im (LtfEAP1 

3. A quo.hflCd low-income con.,umcr IS chg1blc: IO n:cc1ve cuher or bot.h Ltfchne :ind L1nlc 
Up :i.:;,m uncc 

4. Hc:i.nl.111d Conunurucauons. Inc. will :idvert.L'IC the :illlllbbwty or Ltfel111C Ind l..mk Up 
~l''ICCS .ind the ch:lrgci, therefore usuig medi:i of gcncnal dismbouon :u,d Ul xcord w11h 
any rub tlut nuy be developed by the SDPUC for applitauon lo eligible 
1elc(;ommu111c:1uons camel'\ 

5 In ;i.kl1tl\ln. H.::utbnd Communr.1110n_,. Inc.. :is rcqultl:\l by the h,ul Orck:.r .and 
DccLSIOn. !110111:e of Entry ot Dccis10n o f 1he SDPIJC (Exhibit A), will Uldic:ue u, it's 
11Mu:il n:pon to the SDPUC the number ot su~bcrs wuhm u·s scrv,cc il1C.1 reci:1vm11 
l.tfchne '1nd/or Lmk Up Wl\lJ/lCc In addiuun. llu5 uiforma11on will be provxlcd to 1hc 
L;m,-c11aJ Scrvtcc ,\tlm1nt1U'llu,c CompJ11y ("USAC") 

6 lnform:11 10n :is to the number of consurncn quahJ'ymg for Ltfchnc and/or !..Jn.k Up 
:1.»1suncc cannot cumm1ly be pnwidcd by I lc.utLlntl Commumca110m. h ,c NC11use 11 l\J.\ 
no accCM 10 the go,,:mmcnl u1format10n necCM:1ry io determine how many o f 11.\ 



u:lcphonc subscnbcrs :ire p3l'licipating in the 3bovt n:fcn:nced public assisr.anc:c progr.i.ms. 
Wit.bout this information. He~ Communctions. l.nc. C3Mot provde. ll !his time. 
even a n::uo11.1blc c.sti=le or the number or its sub.1cribc1S who. after Jaruwy I. 1998. 
will be n:cciving Llfclinc lUld/or Link Up service. Information :is to the number of iu low­
income sub.tcribers qulllifying for Llfeline ond/or Link Up C3II be provided alter 
11.pp[iQ1ion.s for Llfcline and Link Up :wistancc have been rca:ived by HC31tbnd 
Commwuotions. Inc •. 

7. In :iccord with the SDPUC's Fmal Order and Dccl~ion: Noucc of Enuy of Decision. 
HCQrtbnd Communic:111ons. Inc. will malcc 3pplic3tion forms 3vaibblc to a.ll ofiu existing 
residenu:i.J customers. 10 !111 new customers when they llJ)ply for residenwal local telephone 
service. and u, other persons or cnmies upon lhc:ir rcqucsL 

8 . LlfeliM 

I. Lifeline semcc menn.~ a n:uul local servx:c offcnng for which qualified low-income 
consumc,-s p3y reduced chw'ir~-

2. l.lfelme scrvll"C mcludes voice gmdc :iccc.,.s 10 the pubbc switched nctwort.. local 
usage. d,w.J. tone mulu-frcqucncy s1gnabng or 11!1 functKlnal cqu1Vlllent. smglc-p:iny SCl'VICC 

or !Lt funct ional cquivalenL. access 10 emergency services. xccss 10 operator services. 
ace= to inlttcxctunge $c!i'VICe. :iccess 10 direcwry mismna. and toll llm11J.b~II. 

3. Qualified I w,ineome subscribers arc required 10 submit an upplicuion (onn in order til 
rc.:e,vc Lifeline :.crvil.-.:. In applying for UJcbnc .wim111cc. the sumc:nb.:r must certify 
under penally or pcrJUry 1h:11 they arc currently puticrpaung in 11.1 k:4st one of the 
qualifying public assi.s1:mcc prog_rnrns listed in Sc\.1.ion A2. abo\-c. In .iddition. the 
subscnber must agree 10 notify HCMtland Communiclltion,. Inc. when they c:e:asc 
panic11>3bng in lJv: qualifying public assistance progmm(s). 

4. The total monthly Lifeline credit avnilablc 10 qu:illfied consumers is SS.25. Heanl:lnd 
Communicruions. Inc. shall provide the crcdlt 10 qwilified co.Jumers by applying the 
federal baseline suppon :unounl of SJ.SO to wai~ the consumer's fcdcr.ll End·Uscr 
Common Linc charge and applying lhc :idditional authorized federal suppon amount of 
SI. 7 S :is a ~it 10 the consumer's mlra.stlltc loc:il service l'!ltc. The federal b:uc:J.ine 
support amount :ind addit.ional support aVllilable, 101:iling SS.25, shall reduce HClltll:utd 
Commumcauon's lowcs1 uinfl'cd (or otherwise gcneniJly avwlllblc) rc:sident13.1 !'!lie for uic 
5Cl'Vfcc.s listJCd 3bovc in Section B.2. Per the auachcd SDPUC Fuw Onlcr and Deci,ioo: 
Nouce or Entry or Decision. the SDPUC has authorized inrni.sllltc l'!ltc reductions for 
eligible 1decommunicalions ClllTicrs mnhng the additional fcdcraJ suppon amoum of 
SI .1S awibblc. The SDPUC did not establish a Sllltc Llfcline progmm 10 fund lllly further 
rate reductions. (Exhibit A. Fliidifigs of Faet VU :ind VOJ: and Conclusions of Law II and 
HI). 
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S. lfemwid Cornmuruc:uions. Inc. will not discoMCCl subscribers from thcir Lifeline 
.scrvicc for non-payment of toll c.batgcs unless thc SDPUC. pw:smnt 10 47 CFR t 
S4.JO l(bXI). bas gnntcd thc t0mpany a W1Uvet Crom lhe DO!Hlisconnect requuemcnL 

6. Except 10 lhe ~tent lhAl HCArthnd Cornmuniations. Inc. 1w obuincd a ~ from 
the SDPUC pursuant to 47 CFR t S4. IOl(c), lhc company shall offer t.00 limiwioo to all 
qualifying low-rncomc conswnct3 when lhey subscnbe lO Lifeline servia:. If the 
subscnber elects 10 rca:ivc toll 6miuuion, that servia: shall become part or th:11 
subsetiber' s Lifdine ~e. 

7. Hc:Mtbnd Cornmunic:llions. Inc. WIil not coUcct a savia: dcpoSII io order 10 iniua1e 
Lifeline service if the qualif}'ll'lg low-income consumer volunwily clccu toll blocking on 
their telcphooc: line. Howe,-cr. one month's local scrvia: dwses may be n:qwred as an 
advance payment 

C. Unk Up 

I. Lin.It Up means: 
(ll) A reduction III the cunom:uy charge for cornmcncu,g telccornmurucauolb 
.service for II s111gle 1clc:communiculons connection at a consu111CI'.s pnnc:tpal place 
of n:silencc. The reductions shall be SO pcrocnt or the Cll.5lOIIW)' clw'ge or 
S30.00. wtuchcvcr IS less: :and 

(b) A dcJcmd schedule for payment or the charges assessed for comrncn=1 
sc.l'\IICC, for wluch the consumer docs 001 pay interest. The interest tharges not 
UllCSSCd lo the consumer shall be for con.,ccuon charges or up 10 SlOO 00 lhaJ a.re 
dcfemd to II pcnod nut lO ~cccJ one )'CIU'. 

2. Ch:llges uscucd for commcnc:mg SCl'\IICC mcluilc any charges that lll'C ~-ustomanly 
:wcsscd for conncct111g subscnbers 10 the "Ctworlt. lbesc cbarfe:$ do no1 indudc any 
pcrmw.1ble sccun1y deposit n:quuemcnis. 

3. The Link Up pro1r.un sha.JJ llllow :i consumer 10 rcccl\"C the bendi1 of the Link Up 
pn>gnn1 for a ~nd or subsequent umc only for II pnncqw place of n:uJencc with an 
addrc.u d&ITaern from the rc$dcncc llddrc.u at wluch the Uni( Up WtSl:lnCC wu provided 
prcvtously 

HeU'JllJld Communiclluons. Inc. 
PO Bo~48 
KimbaJJ. SD 513SS-0048 
Telephone tiOS-7711-6221 

. -, 
By _______ .._..._.;. _ _ _ 1.-_ ... _ ::::,.,a::a,._<___ - t •• t /I , ...-

Name POS1110 0 

) 



EXHIBIT "A" RECEIVED 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIONDEc: 21 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA sourH 
O 

IS97 
J'l'LL, AKOTA f> 

IN TiiE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) FINAL ORDERTA'Ncro MM1st~t c 
INTO THE L.IFELINE ANO LINK UP ) DECISION; NOTICE OF 
PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION 

) TC97-150 

AJ.1ts August 18, 1997, regular1y scheduled meeting, the Public Utilities. Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's {FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that it would provide for 
additional federal support in the amount or $1.75, above the rurre:nt $3.50 level. However. 
1n O<der for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1 . 75 In federal support, 
the state commission must approve that reduction 1n the portion of the 1ntraS'1ate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403{a) Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amol•nt equal to one-half or any suppor1 generated from the intrastatie jurisdiction, 
up to a maiomum of $7.00 1n federal suppor1. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403{a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information With the admin istrator or the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeflne plan meets tne criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 . 

By order dated August 28. 1997. the Comm1ss1on allowed interested persons and 
entities to submit written comments concerning how the Comm1ss1on should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs In their written commen ts. interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions· 

1. Whether the Commission shoulc< approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lifeline support to receive 1he additional $1 .75 in federal support? 

2. \l\lhether the Commission should set up a state Lilehne Program to fund further 
reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Commission should modify the eXJst1ng Ltfehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Comm1ss1on file or require the earner 10 file information With the 
adm,n,strator of the federal universal service fund demonstrating that the ca.rner's Ltfehne 
plan meets the cnteria set forth 1n 47 C.F R § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated October 16. 1997, the Commission set public hearings to receive 
pubhc comment on the questions listed above The hearings were held a, the follOW1ng 
llmes and places 

RAPID CITY. Monday, October 27, 1997. 1 00 p.m .. Canyon Lake Senior Citizen:. 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Onve, Rapid City. SD 



PIERRE 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1:30 p.m., State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre. SO 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9·00 am., Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls, SO 

A l its November 7, 1997. meet.ing, lhe Comm1ss1on ruled as follows: On the first 
issue, the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
to receive ttie additional $1 .75 in federal support. With respect to the second issue, the 
Commission decided lO not set up a stat.e Lifeline program lO fu-ld fl.Wther reductions at this 
time. On the tr.lrd issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP prog:ram that 
requiras U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3.50 reductioo of local rates to low income rustomers age 60 and c 1!1'. The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Unk Up program follow the FCC rules. In add.itioo. the 
Cornm1SS1on ordered that staff. tn consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-cert rlication; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior 1.0 January 1, 
1998, and thereafter. to all new O.Jstomers: and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request. On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
carrier be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational co:py to the 
Comm,ss1on. Further, th.~, the carriers include tn their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs. the Commission makes the followmg Findings of Fact and Concius1ons of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The ,current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP). The current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the L ink Up America program. 
The Commission Implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its Oec1s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988; issued 1n Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
Qf...lbe lovesugatjon into lroo1ementat1on of a re1eonooe Assistance Plan roe South Dakota 
Customers. Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up Amenca programs. 151. at pages 1-2. 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance is S7 00. S3 50 or which is federally funded. with the 
rema1n1ng S3 50 funded by the local telecommumcat1ons earner 151, at page 3. Although 
lJ S WEST was onglnally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that right 1n Docket F -3647 -8. In the Matter or the Pubhc Utlljtjes 
Comm,ssjon lovestigation mto the Effects or the 1986 Tax ReJoCro Act on South Dakota 
Utjlihes Exhibit 5. In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of the h.ousehold 
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m.ist be 60 years of age °' older and participate in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy as:sistance program. Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

Too Link Up America program provides assistance in an amount equal to ooe-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service COMection charges up to a maximum of 
$30.00. ~ - at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving eithef food stamps °' low-income energy assistance, must not presentty have 
local telephoc ie service and must not have been provided telephone service at his °' her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). Jsi, Too Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds.. k1, 

IV 

Too FCC revised the o.Jffllf'lt lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45, ra the Matter"' federal-State Jojnt BQatd on VaiYecsal Service adopted Mav 7. 1991. 
BegiMing January 1, 1998, the FCC found lhat the federal basehne L1fef1ne support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1. 75 1n federal support 
if the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § S4.403(a) Additional federal Lifehne support 1n an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state llfefine support (not to exceed S7 00) 1s also available. kt 

V 

The FCC further found lhat the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
:educlJon 1n the teleconvnunications earner's seNlC8 connection charges equal to one half 
or the earner's Cl.ostomer connection charge or $30.00. whit· ever 1s less 47 C.F.R § 
54.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. if there Is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer as ehg1ble for support If the consumer participates 1n one of the following 
programs: Medicaid; food stanps: Supplemental Secunty Income, federal public housing 
8SSISlanee; or the Low-Income Home Energy Asslstanoe Program. 47 CF R §§ S4.409(b) 
and 54 41 S(b). In addition, ,r there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a customer 
must certify unde< penalty of pe,;xy that the customer is receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the earner if the OJStomer ceases 10 patticipate 
1n such program or programs Js2 

VII 

Too first issue is v.t.elhet the Comm,ss,on should approve intrastate rate reducuons 
to allow cons;..mers eligible for Lifeline suppoft to receive the additional $1. 75 in federal 
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su;>pc:rt The Commission flOds that it shall authorize int, astate rat.e reductions fo< eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 10 allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add.it.ional $1 .75 in federal suPPQft ThY$, !he !Otill amount of 
federal suppon is $5.25 per eligible Cllstomer. 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the CommlSS100 should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further redUdlons in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify °' eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. Wrth respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Comml$Sion finds that 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP progam that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased UI S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low Income 
customers age 60 aid Ol/8f. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota l ifeline 
and link Up programs 'lhall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to S4.417. 
The effect a following tne FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline aid Link Up programs. In addltlon, the CommisS1on orders that the 
Commission staff, in c:onsultalion wi1h the earners. develop a standard foon for self. 
certification.. The carriers shall send these forms to each Cllstomer prior to January 1. 
19S8. The carriers shall also send a form t.o each of their new CllStomers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue is whether the Commission should fife, or In the altemative. lfequire 
the carrier to !file infonnatlon with the fund administrator . .5.tt 47 C.F.R. § 54.401{d). The 
Commission finds the catriers shall be required to file that information demonstratfng that 
the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required t.o include in their annual 
repon to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapter 49-31 . 
specifically 49-31 •1.1, 49-31-3. 49-31-7. 49-31-7 1. 49,31.11. 49-31-12. , . 49-31-12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54 400 to 54 417. 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). the Commission authorizes initastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional $1.75 m federal support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifelfne program to fund furthe< 
reductions at this time. The exi.sting South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up p(OQrams shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998, The Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:ertlfication. The ca.rriers shall send these forms t.o each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the earners shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an lflformational cop'( to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include 1n their aMual report to the Commission the numoer of 
subscnber:s who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authonzes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications compames providing local exchange service to allCl'IW eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 . 75 in federal support: and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund fun:her reductions at this time: and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Convntss,on shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program: that the South Dakota Lifeline and Lmk Up programs follow the FCC rule.s; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation with the earners, develop a standard form for self­
certificatioin: that the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers poor to 
January 1, 1998, that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the earners make the forms available 10 any person or entity upon reqtJest; and 
,t i s 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file with the FCC the infomlatlon 
demonstrating that the carrie(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also include, In their 
MnUal report to the Commission the number of subscnbers Who receive lifeline and Link 
Up support. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 1,{dday of November, 1997. 
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