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DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97.076 

TC97,091 

TC97-103 

TC97-104 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 
-- -------------·--- -

Applicabon by Journrf Telecom International, Inc tor a Cenillcate of Authonly to operate ts a tele,communk:llt>ons company 
wrth,nlh«i~late---91 South Dakota. (Slaff" T 

App41eati0n by Calls for Less. f11c. dlb/a Cfl tor a Cer11ficate of Authomy to operate BS a tofec:omm-urucabOns company Wltlun 
tine state of South Dakota. (Starr- TSITZ) Appl,cant see-ks authomy to originate and terminare "intrastate, il1ttal.ATA and 
lnterl.ATA calls ot buslness and residenllal customers to operat.e BS B Travel alld Debrt (Prepaid Caling) Card reseller, and 
to ~e COCOI_ICOf>T~~MCe." 

Appi,ca!IOn by C~I Communlcal!ons, Inc. for a Celllficale of Autnorily to operate ts a tetecomm unicaoons company Wllhln 
U,,e state of South Oalcota (Staff. TS/l'Zi Ap.pl,ca11t seek$ authority lO provkle local ielecommunications serw:es and 
on1~1olC!lange 1clecomm11noca11onS serko, The Appl~nl 1Mll not offer ony local lelecommuNCations serkes Within a Rural 
Telepnon~ Company sel\'k:e a,ea w\U,<>_IJIS_ll!l~-~~J)llral.e Commission autno, 

Appllalbon by 01111\telco Inc. 101 11 Cettficate ol Allthor1y IO oporato as a lillecommunic:aoons eompany Within Iha Slate of Soutn 
Dakota. (Starf TSffZ) Applicant "intends to subsc!IIMI to and resell all I= of loter-exthange and lnt11t·••ctiange 
tolccommuoicaoons 5e_r\'1ces 11 lile state ol South Dakota. including loclll dial tono seMeH, Messege Telephone Service, W'lde 
Alea T~ep/lo"" SeMCo, WATS-like S11MCes, loregn .ixchange sellllce, private bnes. be lvles. ecuss Hl"JIU, cellular serw:e, 
local switchod seNl¢e and other services and faaltties of commuoleafions C:On'lmon carriers and otha enwea • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

DATE 
ALEO 

06/13197 

06/17/97 

06/19/97 

06119197 

lnll1151lllo Telephone Company, Inc pursua/llto 47 USC 214(e) alld 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon a$ an et,g,ble 
telecommuntcatkms camor 1Mthut tile local exehange areas tllat const11uto ltS service area 1n South Dakola lnuastale 
Telephone Company ,s the faclllie'i-ba$0d focal oxchango ca.rrier presently prov\dlng local exchange lelecommunleabOns 

TC97-077 I klMCes" the foQo,,w,g ucha110et In South DakO!a: 8radley (78'), Casdewoocl (793), Clark (532), Florence (7Sll), Haytl (783), I 06•13197 
Lake No1de11 (785), Waubay (947). Wobsler (345). WJlow Lako (625) and Bryan! (628) Intrastate TelephoM Company lo 
a knowledge, IS lho only calTK!f today prov,dlng foc,at excha11go 1011,commuolcafions sor*os in the above id•nbfled &J<change 
a IMS (StaH HBl1<C 
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INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07107/97 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07/07/97 

07/071S7 



lnlOIStale Telec:ommuroca'<!ns Coopo111tve Inc pursuant to , 1 USC 2t• (e) end , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby see~~ des,gn1l>Of\ 
as an eligible tohtcommun.caOOM earner 'Within the loul o, chango arel$ lhet con111tuie ,ts HMCO area 1n Soulh Dako1a 
llllctWJto Telecommunlcabon1 Coopc1111Ne ts the lac:,lrtio,-based locol c1change c11ner p,osenUy p,oVICling local exchange 

TC97..078 
telecommun1Cation1 serw;e, 111 lh• lollow,ng e1ch1ngH in South Dakota G00'2wln (79S) Clear La\ e (&74) Gary (272) 
E$1ellne (873), Brandl (976), AIIOM (032), Toronto (794) West Hendrlekt (47D). Elldon (~ 2), WMe (629), BrootJngs Rural 06 13197 07/07197 

(993), SWIil (82e). Nunda/RuUand (S86) W entworth (483) and Chest11 (489) lnteimte T l'lecommun,caOOM Cooperauve 
10 l1S knowledge. ~ Iha only earner today p,<Md,ng local e, change 1e1ecommun1eabons HMGH 1n the abovt ldanctled 
e, chanaa arei,s (Start HBIKC) 

WHI RNe< Coopora11ve Telephone Company pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 tiereby seeksdes,gnabon H 
an etjg,ble telecommunlcllbons earner 'Mlhln lhe local e,char>9e areas that conalltul.e ill seMCo area in South Dakota West 

TC97.0&0 
~ T e!el)hone ,s the IIClitJes.besed loQI Hchange calfler p,ewnlly p,owlong local e, c11ango telecommuNCat.Ons WMCH 06116197 07/07197 ., the loQo,.wlg e.rchonges 8Gon (244) Bul!JIO (375), Camp Crook (60S.797) afld (406,972), Meadow (788) &fl<.! So1um (866) 
W~ RMI! Telephone to ltS lu>o\,!edge 15 the only can~, today p,ov,d,ng local e,change telecommuNCabons SOMCH on Int< 
above ldenoffed e.channe areas IS11tt HBIKCI 

Still'lioe Tlfecommunlc.l:.ons Inc pur•uant 10 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 htreby SHU cle51gnnon nan ellg.tJle 
talec:ommunicabons c:arnor Wllhlll the local 11ch11nge areas 11111 conslltule 11s seMCe area ""Souit- Dakota Stalelorle 1'1 lhe 

TCl7411 racllities-ba$0d local , ,.change earner prncnlJy prOVICUng local t!lchange 1olec:ommun1Ca110n1 seMCes 1n lhe lollow.ng oe 1e1111 01!0' g7 
e~ Newel (458), Nill.:ind (2S7) and lemmon (SOS.374) 1nd (701,376) Stalolone. torts lulowtedge IS me only corner 
lodnv o,o.idln/l local etchaMe 1elecommunlcab0ns seMCes on me above ldenufted erchanno areas ISlalf HBIKCl 

Accent Communocabons Inc pum111nt IO 47 U SC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seelo.s clesignabon as an et,g,b!e 
leh;commulliC.aUOns earner Within lho local ,uchange areas lhal consutute ilS seNi(t area Accent 15 the taallllos-bUsod 

TC97 063 erchange earner !)f.S.nlly !)fOVld,ng Joul c,,h1noo tolecommunicauons ~MCff ,n Uie lollow,ng e, t11ango5 Bnstol (4112) 06 11'91 07071117 
Doland (S3S), Freder,c~ (3:19) Heeld \9941 Nonh H ed8 (701-1192) and tkf!ene cee7) Accent 10 .a ~now1eoge ,s 1ne only 
Cltflllll !Odav c,owlonn local .. ch~nne telecom muNCaDons seMCes on lhe abova ldenn6ed @i cha1, 1e arus tStalf HBrCHI 

Jame, VaDey Cooperawe Telepllont1 Company pur1uan1 to , 7 USC 214(e) an<l 4 7 CFR ~• 201 hereby ieeu des,gnabOn 
a, 1n ehg11>10 telecommunicabOns corner ,,,thin I/le loco! e•change areas 1h11 consbMe Its seMCe area on Soulh Da•ota 
James vaney Cooperawe Telephone Company IS the tacallbes-blM!d ercllango earner p,ne ntty p,~ local e, change 

TC97-oa, ti:lecommunlCllTiont MMc.ll on lhv tollow,ng o, changos 11'1 Sou111 Dakota Andovor (29S) Cloremont (294), Columbta (3911) 09117197 07/07197 
Gonue (382) Ferney (39S) Gfoton (397) HourJlllOn (865) and Tur1on (897) James VaJ1ey Coopernvo Telepllo<>e Companr 
to Iii kno"11!Clge 11, tno only cau11-1 today l'fOVkl•flQ local e,change 1elecommunoca1JOns seiM<et tn IM at>ove oaenbf•ll<I 
u,·Chi,nne 11eas IStarf HB,'CHI 

Hear11and CommuNCallOM, Inc pursuant to '47 U S C 21'(~> ano • 7 CFR s, 201 hereoy see~\ cfolllgnabon as an et.g.or~ 
101.communlcations camer Wl',h,n th• ~I .,,change areas lhal consbtute ,a seMC:e area on South Dakot~ Hnr1land 

TC97-08S Communoc:allonS is the~ loal NCl\ifflge carnet l)fesently p,O\l!Olllg loca l e,change 1et•commun,cai.ons seMC~, 06 ,17 9; 07.'()7,'97 
on tne lollow,ng v, changu on Sou1n Dakota Planel(;tddcs (337) Hear11and CornmurncaDons 10 ,1, knowte<1ge, r.. 1ne only 
ea,,-....,,.. r,rowl- loel\l i,.rh~""" 1etecommww•"""' ,~MCH "' th" obove odenn~ u ch•""e Area, tStan HBCHI 
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TC97-086 

TC97-0$7 

TC97·08·8 

TC97-099 

TC97-09-0 

TC97-09•2 

TC97-093 

Mdslate Telephone ComPilllV, 11\C pu1$uan'l to , 1 U s .c 21'(•) aod 47 CFR 54 201 hereby ieeks dos,gnar.on as a11 ellg,ble 
Utlflc:ommvnlc:311ons earner wc,w, the IOcal o.1c:ha11g11 areas 11\a! c:onsllM6 ltl umce area In South Dakolll M,dstate Telephone 
Company is tho t~ IOC11I e• challlge earner prosenUy prCMd,og tocol exchwnge telecommunk.l!IOns seMc:111 in the 
to!k,,w,g eYchunges in Soulh OaAOlll Aad<tmy (728). Delmont (779). FL Thompson (245), Gann Valley (293). Klmball (775), 
New Holland (20 ), Pukwa.na (89'). Stidu1ey (732) and Whlle Lake (249) Midstalo Tel11phono Company. to its knowledge. 
is the only earlier today~ local orchange lelocommunlcations serVKes In lhe abOve idtnbfiod e<change areas (Slaff 
HB/C' -

Baltic Telecom Cooperawe pu..uant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby sew dtMQnabOn as an eligible 
wlecommunlc:81ioos calrier ~ lho local exchange area, that conSlJtuta 11:5 seN!ce area Bank: Telecom Coopo1abve is the 
lacihtle._b.ised local exchange earner prHenlly pro\lld,ng local ~change lelecommunlrcabOI\$ seN!c:es Ill lhe following 
exchanges Sal1>c (529) and c ,ooks (5'3) Baltic Telecom Coope~we. to 115 lmowledge. 15 lho only cllrrlet today prCMCl!l>g 
local exchange lolecommunieauons seMOeS ,n the above ldenbfted u cltange 11eas (Statl H811(C 

East Plaln, Telocom. Inc pu1$uant to , 1 USC 21 4(8) and • 7 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks desJonation as an ei,glble 
telecomrnur\lcabons caroo, Y<lthdl Iha loca.1 e,change areas tnot constitute lls ael'llice area Easl Ptalns Telecom Inc iS lhe 
fatilibes-based local exchange carrier p, esently ptO\lld,ng local exchange telecommunkabons seMC:es in tne follow,ng 
~"Changes AJcester (93'). Huitson (™). and East Hooson (71 2-982) East Plalns Telecom. Inc . torts kna....iedge IS the only 
c;irr1e1 tOday proYldrng local etchange telecommunications sarw:es lnJh11 abolfeJcienb6ed exchange areas (Stall H811(C: 

Westem Telephone Company P<Jrsuant to , 1 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks deSlgnauon as an el'l!ible 
telocommunic:abons earner ....c!Wi the k>c:81 exchange a1eas that c:onstllute 11$ seMCt area In So,ulh Da~ota Wes1ern Telephon11 
IS tile f-aalcles-baseo local exchange earner piesenuy p10\llding 1oca1 exchange teleccmmunleor.ons teMCes In the foUOWIIIO 
cxcha111Jes Crll$bard (324), F auikt.on (S98) and Orient (392) Wes1ern Telephone, lo rts knowledge. ls the only carrier today 

OVld,ng le>cal_11x~han9e telecommunications sorVKes in the above ldontffied exchange areas. (Slaff_ HS/KC, 

Stockholm-Strendburg T olephone Company pursuontto , 7 U.S C 214(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 hereby seeks deS1gnatl0n as 
an o!lgible tolecommumcations camo1 Wllhin lhe local exchange areas that consiltuto rts IOMCO orea ,n South Oakot, 
Stockholm IS the faolllics.based loc:al exchanga carrier 1Xesentty l)(o,,,d/ng loc:lll &mange lelecommunlc:ations seMCU ,n the 
following nchangos In South Dakota: Ste>ckholm-Suandburg (676. Relllllo (623) afld Souih Shore (7S6) Slockho!m, lo Its 
know!edge, ls tho only earner tOday p,o\lldlng loaol exchange lelccommunlcalJons ser\'ices. ,n the above !denalled e•change 
areas (Start~ HBll<C, 

Kennebec Telephone Co pu,.uant to 47 USC 21'(0) afld 47 CFR 54 201 hereby s.eeks deSlgnAIIOn as an eligible 
tolecommunicatlOns Cllrrler Wllhln the toe.al exchange areas that com~tltute rts semce area In South Dakota Kennebec 
Telvphone Co IS the f&oo11e..based local 1nchange carrier p,esenUy piollld,ng local exchange telecommunlcabons ur,,ce~ 
., tilt followw,g e.ld\anges Kennebec (869) .and Pres/lo (595) Kennet>ee Telo-phor"! Co, to--: l\now!Cdge, IS the only earner 
todayJ>u>viding local a.Change tolecommunicabOns serw:u rn tht1_11bgve'rd~nbfted orcha_~e ar_eu. {Staff· HBICH 

Jellerson Telephone Co .• Inc pursuant to , 1 USC 21,(1) and , 1 CFR 54.201 hereby seek• d"9nar.on a, an ebg,bln 
telo~mmunical!ons carrier Wllhln lho local exehange areas that constltut& its serw:o area in South Dakota. JeHerson 
Telephone Co , Inc iS Iha fadi,ties,based k>cal exchange carri;ir p,esently prolllcfrng local exchange 1elecommunlcations 
SOMCeS In lhe followllg exchange JeHerson (966). Joftof$0n Telephone Co •• Inc . to its knowledge. is Iha only earner today 
~CM!ling local eJehmnga 1a1ecommul\lell110ns uMees it\ the ~bovG idenbf!ed ••change ar111is IStaH· HBIC 
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06/17197 07/07197 

06117197 07/07197 

06/17197 01/07197 

06/17197 07/07/97 

06i17197 07/07197 

06/16197 07/07197 

06/1&/97 07/07/97 



Sully Bur.n Telephone CooperalNe, Inc purauanl IO 47 USC 21'(•> and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks des,gnelion nan 
elg,llle ~-earner Within Iha local • •chenge att•• lhal conSIIMe flS se,w;e area Sully Bunes Telephone ,s 

TCD7,09_. 
lhe tac:tlrltes·baHd local erellange earner p,esenlly p,Oll'dlng 1oce1 uchange 1e1e~01NT111Mali0ns strwiH rn Ille tollow,ng 
oxdmngos WKt Ondo (264), H«chcoc:k (266). Seneca (436), Tol11oy (H 2). OnalUI (447). W11s:11ng1on (458) Langford (493) 06119197 07/07/97 
Rosnoll (537), Tulare (596) Highmote (1152). H111old (875) Ree Heig.hti (943) Hoven (948) Blunl (962) ond Easi On.Ida (973) 
SuUy 8ul:es Teiephone, IOb knawledge ,s Ille only a11,1er loday PfOJ!dinO local e , change 1efecorn ,nunca11e>ns S<tMCts III the 
above idenlltiecl e rell1nn1 attH IStaN H 6/CMl 

Van1u111 Communaoon1 Inc pu~uant to 47 USC 2 14(e ) and H CFR 54 201 hereby seeki d~nnlion as an ehg,Ole 
telecommunlcelions came, Wl!Nn the locel e xc:hang~ ~r,n 111.: .onstltute rts seMCe are~ Vtnluro Commun1C1Jliont is lhe 
f1clht1er.-based local oachange came, PfOHntly Pfov,cl,ng local ••change 1elecommunoc:a110ns S<!Mc:es III lhe followlng 

lC97-095 01c:h1119e1 Oncla (2~) BoNdlo (285) Roteoe (287) Pierponl (325). 81rtton (448) Bntton NO (701 -443) Rollyn (4115) 06 19'97 07,07/97 
W~ ~ (539) Selby (649) GellyM>Urg (7155) and Lebanon (768) Venture Communic:all0f11 10 11$ • now1e<Jgo is 

Ule only cam<!r loday p,IMdlllQ IOClll v,cllango 1efecommun.cabont seMCee tn tho above ldunbffed o, chnngu a,~as (Stan 
HBICHI 

SANCOM Inc ponulll\l ID 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR ~ 201 nereoy weu c1es,gna110n n ~n elrg-ble lelecommunocaloC>n, 
ce,_ wa,,,n the local e•C111nge .iron lhal comuuto As ser,,,ce a,u ,n South Dakota SANCOl.1 is I/le lac,~bnecl local 

TC97 096 c•ellange comer pu,senUy p,a.,cJ,ng local ~ ctmnge lolKOmmunteallOns 5ufll!c&1 ,n the follow,ng eichanges III Sovtn Ohkole 06 19'97 071fJ7,<J7 
WolSey (&83) Pa,UIOO (928) and Tnpp (03S) SANCOM 10 tiS know1tdgo II lhe only earner 1oc11y JHOYidlrlQ loc• I e , c:nange 
1elecommunicab0n1 Ml'<l'CU in the above ICl•nOfled i,1chaMt1 a,u, (SlaN HBICH) 

Sa nborn Telepho'1e Coo1>411awe pu1wan110 47 USC 21 4(t ) 4nd 47 CFR s, 201 hereby ueks des;gna!J!>n u an ,1,<J,040 
lclecommunk:abon1 carlM!t wtthin the local 11, cna ngo arou 11,nl c:on•1rtute ~l t.tMCc, a, ea In Soulh Ookou, Sonbom 

1co:.oe1 l ~l~phc)ne a !he ,~ar.oes.b.lWd 16. " ' o, Cllano• c" " "'' p<HonUy P<OYlll"'!J loc:..I e , change 1rlt't<ommuntt111on, HM<'~' ,n lllfl 0, I 'J !ll 0107:97 
lollov,,ng e , t ~•no~• in Sovlll O•~ot., EtnAn (227? Mt Vernon 1236) Lelcner (248) Forn1bU1g (495) Allt~n 1~271 
w-..oc•.ee (7911) end Alpen., 18491 Sanbom Te!epl>On• 10 u • n~o,cll)e -.111• only ca ,,,.., !oday p,o,1dol>Q IOUI r , t••"1r 
lelecommunocaaon, MMtel '" IIU! ebo•e idenQflecl e rchaooe arbu 1StaN HB CHI 

Ele<MIOOI Mu1loO!)al Tetepnooe Co pu~n~110 47 USC 21 4(t) 1n,J 47 CFR ~ 201 here!)\' Httks de"Qnaoon •• a n e l,g,blt' 
l•lecommun1e.aaons c• rtK!t WIIIWI c I loca l t •chang• orus 111•1 con~ute ~ se~• 110 in Soulll oa, 0111 Beu,slord Tel 

TC97 098 • tne 1-..,. IMHd IOcal , , cnange u,,,., p,-noy PIO\'IO<RO local e,aia,,oe 1e1ecommunoc:ab0ns ser,,,ca. ,n thl' lollov,,ng 06 1~97 07 07<J7 
e,cnang• Bt11,1tord (7153) Berestoul Tel 10 lb , nowte<Jge " the only ume, IO<lay prow:,.ng local .,cnan·ito 
l@lecommun,c• bOns lt!Met!I ,n nw :tboV~ kl0!11Dfte<1 e , chnnne "'ea, IGlillt HBll<C l 

Robert. Counl\' T tol•llN>'\e C:0..Cll'lllOl/o AM.oa.l"°" purw.inl 10 4 7 USC 21 • <el and 4 7 CFR !>.a 20 I r~r•t,y se~~• <lt!"lln•r on 
~• • n et,g,bltt ttle<ommunrubO.,_ c.,,,.., ......,.,.111@ lo< al e , change • teas 111•1 cons111111e it.. se~., 11111 Rntk'n, County 

TC97 0~9 
h leph0'1" Cool)<ltall\<11 ~i.on • Ch• laCIIMrs ba.MI loca l e •t llBnge cau111, l)ll'>t'nll\' PflJV'd,ng loul e , ~1"01' 06 '199; 07~7"9i 
lelecornmunieat10M MtMCtt• ,n Int! I~ u ct11ngo1 Noflll New Erling1on NO (70 t 634) NttW Efl,ngl ,n llll7) •lkl Cht>te 
Crly (15~2) Roberts Counly T 1t1pl,one Coo.p.,111110 A.soci•bOn ICl 111 , noW!Mlge 15 the- only ~ mer 1oc:t11) P,!Md""O foe~• 
11 , clla""" !eli,cGmmu.,,..al;On\ 1'f'MC~~ 111 lhtt abov11 "'~n1,l\ed l'• t ll111<1e a,u, 1S111N H81<C.1 
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TC97- WOO 

TC97- t01 

TC97-102 

TC97-10S 

RC Communlcalions. Inc putsuant to , 1 U.S.C. 21 ' (•) and 47 CFR 54,201 t,ereby seeks dffJllnalX>n as an ehgible 
teleconununlc:alio.ll cam,,, v.illwl the local exchallgo 111eas thBI COMtitule c:, $8l\'ic8 area RC Communlc:elions Is tho laoltlios• 
basod IC>Clll e.change carnet p,esonlly providing local 11xchange te1ocommunlca110ns serv,ces In !he following el'Changos. 
Nortll Veblen. NO {701 .S34). Wilmol {8~). Poever (932), Veblen (739) und S11rnll'il Q$0) RC C91T1111unlcabons. to its 
knowtodgo. IS the only carnet today p,CMding local e,m ange telecommunlcat!on5 seNiceos In 11111 above Identified el Change 
at;,i,~jStalf• HBn<C: 

Sphlrock Propertos, 1ne. putsuanl 10 H U s .c . 214(0) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seek$ de$0gnab0n as on eliglblo 
telecommunicat!ons carne, wilhin the local u change 1.reas 1tia1 conit1tu10 tts sel\'ice area In South O•kota Spbttoc~ 
Pr~. Inc.. IS the facilrties-based local orchango earner ptesenlly p1CMdlng local oicllange telecommunleabOr,s serw:H 
.., the l0Uow1ng exchanges In South Dakota; Howard/Carthage (772) and Oldham/Ramona (482) Spt,trock Ptopenies. Inc .. 
to 11s knowledge. is the only earner today p1DYiding local e)changa lelecommunlcation.s semce, in the above ldenufied 
e•change areas. (Staff• HBII<<;: 

Spl,Uo<:k Telecom Cooperal!Ye. lllc, pulSUlllll lO 47 U.S C. 2 I C(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks de$lgnell0n as an ellg,blo 
telecommunk:adona carrier " 1',hln tho loc::al exchange aron that const11ute rls sel\llet area Sp4,uoek Telecom Cooperawo. 
Inc cs the facllrtios,based local erchanoe carrier piosently p<owling local ercllange telecommunications serw:os In the 
Jollowmg exchanges Brandon (582) and Ga1101son (605-594) and (507-597) Spfllloclo: Telecom CooporalNe, Inc , to its 
knowledge, is the onty earner today piovlding local eichange telecommunlcaliOns aeNlce-s In ll1e above ldonofted erchange 
areas . lS.l!H HBll(C: 

Tn-County Telecom. Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seeks deS!gnnlion as an o"°ible 
telecommunlcalions carrier Within lhe local exchange areas thal constilute ils service aroa ,n South Dakota Tri-County 
Taloco/TI, !r>c "!Ila fuali'lles-based ~I exchange earner p,esenlly provid,ng local 111change telecommunications soMeos 
In lhe followlng exeha,,ges In South Oakola Clayton (825) and Emery (443), Tn-County Telecom, Inc , lo rts knowtodge, os 
tho only earner today p1olliding loenl exchlange telecommunications services In the above ldonuffed erchange oreas (Staff 
HB/C:. 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGRiEEMENT 

06/19197 

06/19'97 

06/19197 

06/19197 

US WEST Communoc;a110ns, Inc filed for illpproval by the Commission Ille Type I Pag,ng Agreement boiween KJAM Mobile 
Pagng and U S WEST. -n-ris Ag1eoment wns reached thlOul)h VOiuntary nego~al!ons wrthout resori to mediat>on or arbitration 
and Is submilted lor approval pu,suant lo Seclion 252(e) of lhe Communlcallons Act of 1934, as amended by tho 

TC97.079 I Tolecommunlcalions Act of 1996,, .. KJAM Mobile Paging and US WEST further request thal tho CommiSSlon approve I/us I 06/16197 
Agreement without a hearing and without allowing the lnton,cnlion of other porws. Because this Agreement was rea.r"'KI 
llvoogh voluntary negotiaoons. l does no! raise Issues requiring a hearing and does not concern othor pan/es not a pall or the 
negotlauons ~ibous approval would .1ul1l'lerJhll. pubbc ,nterest.· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Commuoicadons tl!od lanff shoals that remove relet~ncos to oxehanges that have been sold by US WEST, The 
TC97.082 I sale was olfacwe June 1, 1997. In addition, lhls filing Includes 50ma text changes and clean-up 11ems US WEST has I 06/17197 

requested an e!feclivo date of June 1. 19971 lot lhls filing . (Staff: 0 

PAGE 50F6 

07/07197 

07107/97 

01/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 
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SodeZ>~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
SI.Irr Cap11ol Bu11d111g. SOC> Eu1 Capno'I Avcniac, P,mc. Soulll OaLoca S7$01·Slr70 

Octollet 1, 1997 

Mr Richard O Coit 
Executlve 0.re<:tor 
SOffC 
PO. Box57 
Plerre. SO 57501 

RE: eligible Telecommunications Carrier applicallon TC97-081 
Stateline Telecommuntc.atlons, Inc 

Dear Mr.Coll 

The above--referenced application has bcten reviewed by the staff or the Public Utilities 
Commlsslon. The rollOWlng additional informa1ion It needed In order for the Commission to 
consider chis application· 

1 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.101(8)(4), sing.le-party !M.rvlce or i1s funcilooal e,qyivlllent must 
be made available by an ElfgQite Teteoommunlcations Carner (ETC) to receive univerMt 
service support med'lanlsms Does the above-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F R 54.405 and 54.411, l.Jfeline end Link Up sefVices 1mus1 be 11'.ll<le 
available by an ETC to qualifying low·lncome coosumeB, Does the applicant ~:,y. as 
referenced above, make these, services available to qualifying consumers? 

3 Please provide a verifocatlon by an auttiom:ed ofricer, under oath, to the Commission ,n 
whJch lhe applicant represents to the ColM1isslon lhat Ille facts stated In the Request for ETC 
Designation and the response to data request nos 1 and 2, above, are truthM 

Please respcnd by October 14, ·1997. Upon receipt or this information. ,t wlU be 1.1v1tualed by 
staff and the matter will be sclleduled lor con~eration by the Commfsslon. Thank you ror 
yt.,ir attenbon lo this matter 

Pi.EASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE­
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR. THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Sm_s:erely. /} 

t / I ·' • ./ (
1
11;',n , ' .) 

Karen Cremer 
Staff Allomey 

cc. Harten Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELE~ OMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VMAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SATELL.ITE ) 
) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY l 
) 

l l'iTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074' 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97411 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM•STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TElEPHONE CO .. INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TE.LEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

) 

I 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97.034 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97--089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97·095 

TC97-096 



SAINBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE TC97-097 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97.099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION I 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. I TC97·101 
) 

SPiLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRl.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97•105 
) 

FMTH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 

I 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE TC97·117 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 

) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /8/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/B/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RNER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubhc Ulthtles Commisst0n (Convn1ss1on) received requests from 
the above captioned tetecommumcations companies requesting designatlOl'I as ehg1bte 
telecommuntcallons earners 

The Commission electrocucally iransmrtted notice of the fihngs and the inteivention 
deadlines to interested 1nd1v1duals and entities On June 27, 1997, tne Commission 
received a Petition to Intervene from Dakota TelecommunicatJOnS System,;, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) With reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997, at its reg,01ar1y scheduled meeting, the Commission granted 
1nteiven1ton to DTS and DTI ,n Docket TC97-075 No other Pet1tt0ns to Intervene were 
filed 

The Comm1SS100 has J111sd1c11on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1·26 
and 49·31, including 1·26·18. 1·26·19, 49·31-3, 49.31.1. 49-31·7 1, 49·31 11 and 47 
US C § 21 4(o)(1l through (5) 

The issues at the hoanng shall be as follows (1) whether the above captioned 
telecommun,eat,ons companies should be granted des1gna1ton as ehg1ble 
telecommun1ea11ons earners and (2) what seiv,ce areas shall be estabhshod by the 
Comm1ss1on 

4 



Aheanng shall be held at 1 30 PM . on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceed109 conducted 
pursuant lo SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the righl to t o present and to be 
repl'esented by an auomey These nghts and other due process rights shall be forte1ted 
If not exerosed at the hearing If you or your representalfve fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, !he Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, 11 any, during the hearing or a Final Doos1on may be i ssued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1.25-2(, Mer the heanng the Commission will consider all ev1csence 
and testimony that was presented at the heanng The CornrNss,on WIii then enter Findings 
of Fact. ConclUSIOOS of Law, and a Final Deosion regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned tetecommunicat1oos companies requesting designation as an ehgible 
telec:cmm.WllcallonS earner, and the Comm1ss1on shall estabhsh seMce areas for ehgible 
tele<x>mn'Ullcations camers The Convn1ssion's deCls1on may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held at the lime and p lace spec,fied above on 
the issues of Whether the above caplfoned telecommunac.:rtions companies should be 
granted designation as ehgtble telecommumcations camers, and the Comm1ss1on shall 
estabhsh service areas for ehg1ble telecommunications earners 

Pursuant to the Amencans with D1sab1h1tes Ad, this hearing 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible locahon Please contact the Pubhc Uhht1es Commission at 1.S00-
332-1782 at least 48 hours poor to the heanng If YQtJ have special needs so arrangements 

can be made to accommodate vou ri 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this 7 day of November, 1997 

CUtTlf'ICA TE Of' SUMCt' 

FICW. SEAi. 

'• 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg. Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Executive Director 
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1 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO MM ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

---~-~-----~--~~~--------------
I N THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY TKE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUN ICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMM UNICATIONS CARRIERS: 

VI VIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMM UNICAT IONS 
COOPERATIVE, I NC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UNICATIONS, I Ne. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATIONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATES, INC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOU NT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

I NTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC . 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CO'>PERAT!VE, INC. 

WEST RI VE R COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

ST\TELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

ACCENT COMM UNICATIONS. INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATIONS . INC 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, I NC . 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM. !NC. 

RECEIVED 
} 

I DEC O 2 1997 
I 
J;OUTH OAK OT A PUBLIC 
)UTILITIES COMM ISSION 
l 
l TC97-06 i 
I 
I TC97 -069 
I 
I 
) TC97-070 
) 

I 
I TC97 - 071 
I 
l 
I TC97 -073 
I 
I TC97-074 
I 
) TC97 -0 7 5 
) 
I TC97-077 
l 
l 
I TC97-07 8 
l 
) 

) TC97-080 
I 
l 
l TC91 -081 
) 

) TC97 -083 
I 
) TC97-0 84 , 
I 
l TC97 - 085 
) 

l TC97-086 , 
l TC97-087 
) 
l TC97 - 088 



l 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM -STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

5 JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATI ONS , I NC . 

SANCOM, INC . 

SANBORN TELE PHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOCI ATI ON 

13 RC COMM UNICATI ONS. INC . 

14 SPL I TROCK PROPERTIES. INC . 

15 SPL lTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE. I NC. 

lb TRI - COUNTY TELECOM. I NC. 

17 r AITH MUNICIPAL TELEP~ONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BRI DGEWATER -CANI STOTA I NDEPEN DENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 1 UN ION TELEPHONE COMPA~Y 

21 MCCOOK COO PERAT VE TELE PHONE 

2 3 

24 

2 !, 

COMPAI-Y 

KA DOKA TELEPHONE roMPANY 

BROOKINGS MUNI C:PAL TELEPHONE 

HA!~SOI\ t1 S NC 0 B A 

• 

l TC97 · 089 
l 
l TC97 - 090 
l 
l 
) TC97 -0 92 
) 

l TC9 7-0 93 
l 
l TC97 · 094 
l 
l 
l TC97 - 095 
l 
I TC97-0 96 
l 
l TC97 - 097 
l 
l TC9 7-09 8 
) 

) TC 97-09 9 
) 

l 
I TC97 • 100 
l 
) TC97 · 101 
l 
l TC97·102 
I 
l TC97 - 105 
) 

l TC97 · 108 
) 

) TC97 · 113 
I 
) 

) T C'll· ll 4 
) , 
I TC97 115 
I 
, 7C9 7 117 

TC97 !2 1 

T C'J/ 1 2S 

TC 7- 13 0 

2 



1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMM UNICATIONS INC., O/B/A 
MCCOOK TELE .:OM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

4 COOPERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

6 US WEST COMM UNICATI ONS, INC. 

7 THREE RI VER TELCO 

-----~-~-~~.~~---~--~-~----

) 

) 
) TC97-131 
I 
) 
) TC97-l5 4 
) 
) 

) TC97·lSS 
) 
) TC97-l&3 
) 

) TC97·1&7 
) 

I 8 

9 

10 

11 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CQMM ISS1QN 

1 2 PROCEEDI NGS; 

13 

l4 

15 
PUC COMMISSION ; 

November 19, 1997 
1:30 P. H. 
Room 4 12, Cap itol Building 
Pierre, South Dakota 

Jim Burg, Chairman 

3 

1;; L•ska Schoen fel der, Coomissioner 
Pam Ne lson, Co111miss1oner 

17 

18 COMMrss19N STAFF 
PRESENT; 

19 
Rola yne Ai lts Wi est 
Ca mr on Ho sec k 
Karen Cremer 
Harlan Best 
Bob Knad l e 
Gregory A. R1slov 
David Jacobson 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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William P. Heaston 
1801 Cal1forn1a Street 
Suite SlOO 
Denver, CO 80202 

and 

Tamara A. Wilka 
P.O. Box 501S 
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8 
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Richard O. Coit 
P.O. Box S7 
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2 

P R O c E E P I N G $ 

5 

3 started. 

CHAI RMAN BURG : Okay. We'!l go ahead and get 

1·11 begin the hearing for the dockets 

4 

5 

6 

; 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

li 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

relating to the eligible telecommunications c arriers 

designation. The time 1s approximately t so . The date 

LS Nc•ember 19. 199?; and the location of t he heartng 

is Room 412, Sta te Capito l, Pie~re. South Dakota. 

I am Jim Burg, Commission Chairman. 

Commissioners ~aska Schoenfelder and Pam Ne lson are 

also present. I'm presiding over this hea r ing. The 

hearing wa s noticed pursuant to the ~ommtssion•s Order 

For and Not ice o f Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997 . 

The issues at this hea r ing shal l be as 

f ol lows: One. whether the requesting 

telecommunications company should be granted 

designation as eligible telecommunicat! on s carriers; 

and, two, what service areas sha ll be established b y 

the Commission. 

All parties have the right to be present and 

t o be represented by a n atto rney. All persons s o 

testif ying will be s wo rn 1n and sub j e ct to 

c ross-exam in a tion by the parties. The Commission's 

final decision may be appealed by the parties to the 

State Ci r cuit Court and the State Supreme Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 
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l counsel. She may pro vide recommended r ulings on 

2 procedural and ev1denciary matte r s. The Comm1ss1on mey 

3 overr ul e i ts cou noe l' s prel1m1na ry rulings throughout 

4 the hear1ng. If not ove rruled, the prel 1minary rulings 

s w1ll become ! 1na l. 

6 At t h 1s time I 'll turn 1t over to Rol ayne f o r 

7 ·he hear1 ng. 

8 MS. WIEST : l'll take appearances o ! the 

9 parties . Ri ch, who do you rep resent? 

!O MR. CO, T : I'm he re today represent1ng all o f 

:1 the SD ITC member compan1es. and a lso Kado ka wh ich has 

!2 recen:l y appl1ed ! or membership with the coalition. 

!) And Da rla Rogers is here representing some companies, 

:~ and t guess she cou!d 1nd1cate f or the reco rd whl ch 

C ones sn•'s :epreaent1ng 

MS ROG ERS: l'm here represent1n9 Valley; 

:1 S : o~~nc:~ St randburg Golden We st, 1nclud1ng Viv1an ; 

MS. w: ES7 Could you repe&t those again ? 

:o Va l!~y. S:oc~ho :- -s: randburg. V1v1an, Col den Wes t. 

21 MS. ROGERS Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

23 MS. WtES7· US West. 

MR . Ht ASTON: Bill Heast on and Tammy Wi lka 

:s : o~ ~ S ~rat Co~nun 1cac1on s . 
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1 

2 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cr emer, Commission ata!f. 

MR. HOSECK: Camron Hoseck, Commlssion 

3 sta ff. 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take one 

s o f t hese d c kets first a n d that's TC97-075. Do any o f 

6 the parties wan t to make an open ing st a temen t before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR . COIT: S~re , that's f i ne. I really don't 

10 have an o pen i ng statement. There nre a couple of 

11 e xhi b its tha t we wou ld like t o admit. And I understa nd 

12 the r e's also been some letters sent to the Commission 

13 that we wo u ld like to adm1t into the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC q uestions. And that would be Exh i bi t Number 

15 1 . which 1s the appl1cat1on o ( Port Randall for ETC 

16 designation, and Exh ibit No. 2, which is the respo nse 

17 of Fort Randall co a data r equest f rom staff, dated, I 

18 believe , October l&t . And t here are t wo letters. I 

19 don't kno w if we·ve murked those yet. 

20 (EXHIBITS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

21 l OENTIFfCATION.) 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. COIT: There a re two o ther exhibits tha t 

have been marked £xh1b1t No. 3. Kathy Ma rmet, is t hat 

the letter o f Dakota o r is Exhibit 3 the letter. 

MS. MARMET: Ex h1b1t 3 is the letter o f 
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1 Dako ta . 

2 MR. CO IT : So the Exh i b it l is the l e tt e r 

3 from Ro bert Ma r me t to the Commiss ion, and Exh i b i t 4 is 

4 d letter from Mi ke Brad ley to the Commissi o n. 

5 MS. WIEST: What's t he d a te o f that le tter, 

6 che le tt e r from Bradley? 

MR. COIT: No vember 18th . 7 

8 MS. WIEST: Be c ause I have o ne dated ~ovembe r 

9 18th and one t he 1 9th. 

10 MR. COIT: I think so. Is that right, 

ll Ex h1bit l. is that t he 19 t h? Okay . 1 had a l et t er 

12 that was dated yesterday. but the ones we have marked 

13 ! o r admission tod ay . l believe bot h the letters are 

1.; dated the 19th, No vember 19th. 

1 5 

l 6 

: 7 

18 

19 

dated the 

MS. WIEST : 

19th? 

MR. COIT : 

MS . w:ES T : 

MR . co· T: 

So the letter fr om Mr. Bradley 

Yes . Sorry about that. 

And that's Exhibit .; . 
d o n· t k now why the y ' re daced 

20 d l (!erentl y . The 19th is the one we're seeking 

., . 
~ " admission on, l bel1 eve . Yes, they are i de n t ical s o 

2 2 we're seek 1ng adm~ss1 o n of t he 19th letter. 

2 3 MS . loi lEST , thin k they 're not e xactly 

is 

LdenL1 c al but we'll 9 0 w1th t h e 19th. Could 1 9 ee t h e 

25 le t t er Crom Da kota ? 1 don't believe ~e got cop i es o f 
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l that o ne . ( Pi! \Hle, I So a t this ti me are you o fferi~g 

2 Bx tiibi t s 1 , 2, 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yes, , tha t's correc t . 

4 MS . WIEST : ls the re any objection t o chose 

5 e x hi b its be ing admitted ? If not, 1 , 2 . 3 and 4 haw e 

6 been ~dmitted in TC97-075. Then at this t . me l would 

., 
8 

9 

as k if any o f 

t o TC97·075, 

t h e part i es have •n y quest ion s perta tni ngl 

including the Commi ss ioners? 

The onl y question l wo u ld ha ve. Rich. i s o n 

10 t.he response to the d a ta request, Exhibit 2. And che 

11 f i r st quest ion it t a l k s abo u t single party service . I 

12 guess it's not. absolutely c lear tha t i t 's ava il a ble t o 

1 3 all the cust.omers the way tha t t he st a tement is wri t t en 

1~ and answered . 

15 MR. CO IT : Oh, be c ause they said do es the 

16 above-referenced company ha ve this service. 

17 MS. WIEST: R1ght. 

l 3 MR. COIT: Yeah , I guess c.hat is co rrect . 

19 And I a m not here toda y to serve a s a witness . 

20 

21 

MS. WIEST : 

MR . COI T : 

No. 

IC that's a concern tha t you ~ee. 

22 you need addressed, and I h a te to say this, bu t I wa s 

23 l ed c.o believe that i f there were some q uesti o ns on 

2g appl icatio ns and the r e wa s not a witness here to a ns we r 

25 that, t hos e quest ion s could be deal t with betwe en now 
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l and December 2nd There are w1tne11ea he re today for 

s ome o f the o the r appli c ations . but there 1s not a 

w1tness here t o day WLth respect t o Fo rt Randal l 's 

appli c at ion. 

MS. WIEST: The onl y o ther thing I would 

suggest Is that pe r hap s the Commissio n could J ust hav e 

it cl ur1!1ed by another af!1dav1t fr om the person. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : We could appro ve lt o n the 

9 basis o ! that c lar1!1 c at1on. 

1 0 MS. WIEST : A l a te • !1led e xhibit jus t 

11 cl ar tf y1ng that since we are taki ng affidavits f r om t h e 

12 witnesses o, other issues. 

l • 

1'l 

MR COIT: r apprec iate that o pti o n. 

MS WIEST : Ot he rw ise. a rc there any other 

lS c;u, st1ons re: a t1n.: t.o 07S" 

CHA,RMAN BURG. Can we make benc h decisio ns ? 

17 MS. Wl£S7 : St af ~ will have s ~mething t oo. 

• ,. 7hey• 11 have t •s t 1- ony on al 1 o ! the c Jses . Does st a ff 

:Q wa nt LO q o now. 0 1 do y ou wa nL to go at the very end? 

~~ ~ R HOSECK: Or19~nally we had p l anned to g o 

ll after the app l i cants had. 

~2 MS w:es:- All the app lican ts? 

:n MR . HOS ECK: Yes. And i! these are treate d 

2 ~ en mas s o r so~e·h1ng !a1rly close to that, then we 

2S woul d be prepared to put o n ou r case 1n a simil a r 
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l manne r. 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

3 MS. WIEST: ~et's just go through them and 

4 then we'll have Harlan as the witness. Let's go back 

S to TC97 ·068. 

6 TC97 -0 68 ? 

Does anyone have any questions on 

7 

8 

9 

CHAIRMAN BORG: Just a c lari f ication. 

data request response is this? 

MS . WIEST ~es . Tha t would be in tha t 

wha t 

10 pa c ke t. 

11 MR. COTT : ls there a chance that we could 

1 2 

1 3 

l 4 

1S 

1 6 

17 

18 

lS 

2 0 

21 

22 

cons~der o r deal with these en mass as Mr . Hoseck has 

indicated or suggested? 

MS. WIEST : t'd rather not j~s t because on a 

few o f them I have a c ouple questions on some of chem. 

MR . COlT: Okay. Should I go ahead and 

in tro d uce the e x h i bits? 

MS . WIEST : Yes . 

MR . COIT: With respect to Doc ket TC97 -068 

the re are t wo exhibits . Exhibit No . l is t he actual 

£TC request filed by Vivian Telephone Company . And 

Ex hibi t No. 2 1s the response of Vivian Telephone 

2 3 Company t o a data request from Commission staff. We 

2 4 

2S 

wo uld move the admi ssion o f those e xh ibits . I d o n o t 

ha ve t he da t e s . I d o n't have them here with me . 
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l Okay. Yeah. the date on the Ex hibit No. l is 6-1997, 

2 and the date on the response to the data request 1a 

3 10-1 4 - 97 . 

CH AIRMAN BURG : 6-9 : righL. not 6- 1 9? 

6 - 9, excuse c-e. 

4 

s 

6 

MR . COI T : 6 • l 9 

MS WlES T : Okay . la there any o b j e c tion t o 

7 adm1ttin9 Exhibits land 2 1n 06 8 ? lf not, they've 

8 b ee n admitt ed . Aga in. Rich. on £xh ib.i. t 2 , the first 

9 q u es t i o n . it says we pr o v ide single party service 

t o throughou t . l guess I'll assume that means a ll 

l.l cu a tociera ? 

12 MR COI T : I woul d c a ll Oon Lee . Oon Lee is 

13 here repre sen t ing V1v1an as wel l a s some of the o the r 

ls 

: 7 

: 8 

: ';, 

coopar.i.ea . Oon Lee. d o you want to t ake a seat? 

DON LSS , 

c a ll ed a s a wi tnes s . be1 ng firs t dul y s wo rn. 

was e xan1ned and te1t1f:ed as f o ll o ws : 

21BECT EXAM!NATZ QN 

av XR. co r, 

2t Cou!d y oL respo nd to Comm~aa1on counsel' s 

21 quest i o n. please ? 

22 

:3 

2 .; 

25 

A. Ye a. The answer to y ou r question 1s, yes, 

do•s 1nd~ c a te that they pro vide service private line 

th r ou ghout the study re a . 

MS ~: ES-:": Singl e pa rt y to all cu s tomers ? 

it 
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2 

3 

It 's ava il a ble to al l customers ? 

A . Right . 

MS. WIEST: Thank y ou. 

13 

That's the o nly 

4 q uestion 1 have. Does anybody else have any quest ion s 

s ~o r t hio witness f o r 0 6 8? If n o t, thank }OU. 1 did 

6 admit Exh ibit 1 and 2. 069. 

7 MR . CO lT : we would move the ad~1ssion o! 

8 Ex hibits No. land 2 lr 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 o r applicati on dated 6 - 9 - 97 and response to a staff 

: o dat a request da ted 10 - 1 4 - 97. 

11 MS. WI EST: Any objection? I! not , they 've 

12 been admitted . 

13 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me , I d o 

14 not have the data request up here with me f o r s ome 

15 reaso n. l'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o 90 back 

16 and ask Mr . Lee abo ut the Lifeline, Link Up . I thin k 

17 was t hat covered in ~he data request ? I'm sorry c e be 

18 beh1nd the eight bal l . but l d id not h~ve that an s o I 

19 need to kno w whether this company 1s do1n9 L1 fe l1re, 

io L1nk Up now o r whether you need t o -- whether vou 

2~ 1rtend c o have tha t implemented by l · l? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivi a n Telephone 

23 Company ? 

2 q COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Yeah, V1v1an 1s 

25 what we're d o ing now . 
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l A. V1v1an Telepho ne Co~pa ny does provide 

2 L1f~l1ne and Link Up chroughou t its syste m w1 th the 

3 e xception o ! the V1v1an Exchange, and they a nticipa t e 

pro viding :c i n the V1v1an Ex change by J a nua ry l, 

s 1 998 

~ COMM :SSlO~ ER SCHOENFELDER : But ant1c1pated 

7 and do.ng 1t are t wo di!ferenc things. And I thi n k I 'm 

s go . ng t o have t o be asaured that you·re either g o ing to 

d o .:.t o:- that you' re 9 0 109 to as~ ! o r something from 

\.. 
A. Do you wane a commitment that we wi ll do 1t 

:2 by cha t dace, 

!J 

. . ... 
:s 

COM~ :SS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : l thi nk that· s 

one o f tr.~ reGLlrements. 1! l' m reading the Act right . 

A 

C~MM!SS! ONER SCHOENFE~~ER : And I think 

:7 urn · ·s 1i:1portant chac we have thac on the re co rd . 

A Cert a i nly, Cor,,n11ss 1o ner . 7he a nswer 1s, yes, 

:; th~y ~re comi,,1 tced t o prov:d1n9 lt by l · l -199 8 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : :"ha nk you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Just a quest! On , a genera! 

: .. o r.e or, that. . On t he toll, what d o we c a ll 1 t t 11 

: . ~~n·ro : , ~o we ne~d a statement o n tho se . too. o r a 

MS w:E S7 : They d i d actually request waivers 
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1 in th e ir origina l a pplicationo . 

2 MR. COIT: I wa s at the conclusion of going 

3 th r ough , r guess , t he ques tions a nd so f o r th, I was 

4 basically -· before the Commission acts on ~ny of 

5 these, going to restate the req ue st. But if the 

6 Commission has questions of Mr. Lee with res pec t ~o 

7 certain aspects of p r oviding it, I would -- yeah, 1 

8 would suggest you go abead and ask it. 

9 CHA IRMAN &URG: No, 1 don · t have a p r oblem as 

10 long a s we know all of t he m that's goi ng t o apply to . 

11 ln other words. i f it applie s to every one o f them , 

12 then the statement a t the end s a ying it applies on all 

13 of them is adequate fo r me . Or if you have some that 

14 a l ready coul d do the toll control, we need to k now 

15 that . 

16 

I doubt i ! the r e are any at this time. 

MR. COIT: No, we don't. And the wa1vey 

17 ~equest is included .n all the a p p liGations. But just 

18 to make sure it was r uled on, l was i ntending o n 

:9 bringing it u p again &t the end . 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t's f in~ with me. 

21 MS . WIEST : Any other questions o! this 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? lf no t, we will go to 

23 TC97 -070. 

2 4 MR. COI T: Aga i n, I would move f or rhe 

25 admission o f t wo exhibits 1n TC97 - 070, and that is the 
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1 ETC appli c ation o r request dated 6 -10-97 and re spons e 

2 to sta ff 's data request dated 10 - 97 . 

3 MS . WIEST : Any ob3ect 1o n ? If no t , Exh i b i ts 

4 1 and 2 have been admitted . Are there any questions 

5 wi th r egard t o this d oc ket ? If not, let's go "CO 

6 TC97-07 1 . 

7 

8 

9 

l O 

ll 

MR . cor T , We would move f o r the admission o f 

Exhibits No. land 2, request for ETC status dated 

6 l 0- 97 and respo nse t o data request o: staff dated 

lO·S-97 

MS. WIEST : Any obJect i o n to Exh1b1ts l and 

: 2 2? !f not, t he y've been adm1tted. Are chere any 

ll questions re9ar d ~n9 TC97·071? 

14 ':"C97-073. 

It no c . we will g o to 

MR. CO:T . We woul d move f o r the adm1as1on of 

:c Exh1 01t No :. £7C reques t d a ted 6·11 - 97 a nd Exn1b:t 

:1 No 2. re spons to s~a !! data request dated 10 ·1~ ·97. 

:e MS. W! ES7 Any o b J ect1on s to Exhibits land 

., not, they have been admitted. 

:n MR. COI 7 : wo uld note that Dennis Law, who 

2~ 1s the cu rrent manage r o ! S i o ux Va lley Telepho ne 

23 Company . 1s available 1f the Commiss1oners have any 

2.; q u estion s . 

MS. WIEST : Any quest1ons? I! not. we• 11 90 
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l to TC97 ·074 . 

2 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission of 

3 Ex hibit No. l, which is the ETC r equest d a t ed 6·12·97 

4 and Ex hibit No . 2, response to staff data request dated 

5 10·31·97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections? lf 

7 not , land 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 questions concerning 07 4 ? I have the same question on 

9 th is one. Rich, with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 filed. 

15 

MR. COIT: Would an af f idavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, as far as a ll customers. 

MR . CO IT : Okay. I will ma ke sure tha t gets 

MS . WJEST: Any questions on 074? lf not, 

16 let's go to TC97 ·077. 

17 MR . COIT: ~e would move for the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request and that's 

19 dated 6·13-97. Also move for admission of Exhibit No . 

20 2, which is a response to d a ta request dated 10- 9-97. 

21 And there is also an Exhibit No. 3 in this docket, a 

22 supplemental response to staff data request. It's 

23 dated 10 - 28·97 . We move the admission of a ll three 

24 e xhibits. 

25 MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, those 



1 three exhibits have been admitted. Are there any 

2 questions regarding this d ocket ? 

18 

3 MR. COIT: I be l1eve Mr . Lee is representing 

4 ITC today as well ? 

s MR. LEE: That's right . 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay . Let's go to TC97 -078 . 

7 MR. COIT: We move f or the admission of 

8 Ex hibit No. l, which i s t h e ETC request dated 6-13·97 

9 and move for the admiss ion of Exh ib i t No. 2, which i s 

10 response t o scaff data r equest dated 10·9 ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection co chose exh i bits ? 

12 I f n o t, they've been admitted. Any quest ions 

13 con ce r ning ch1s d oc ket? Let's go co TC97·080. 

l s 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of 

Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC r equest dated 6·16·97, 

and also move fo r adm ission of response to staff data 

request Ex hibit No. 2, which is dated 10 ·14 ·97. 

~ S. WIEST : Any o bjection to Exhibits 1 and 

2? i! n oc, they've been admitted. Any questions 

: egard 1ng this doc ket? lf n o t, let's move to 

TC97·08 1. 

MR . COZT: ~e move for the admission o f ETC 

requ est dated 6 · 16 ·97, which is Ex hibi t No. l, and also 

24 Exh1b1t No. 2, response to staff data r equest, dated 

2S l 0· 1S · 97. 



1 9 

1 MS. WIEST : Are there any o b 1e ctions to land 

2 2? If not, they've been admit ted. Any questi o na 

3 regarding t ~i s d oc ket ? So . Rich, with respect to thi• 

4 one . you will be asking a t the end a bout the wa i ver f o r 

5 the single party and a l l t he other waivers; is t hat 

6 right? 

7 MR. CO IT : la there a waiver request in the 

~ Sta teline on t he singl e party issue? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes. 

10 MR . COIT, l wasn't a ware o f that . t 

11 understood there were some compan ies that ha d purchased 

12 US West exchanges tha~ we re st ill in t h e process o f 

ll converting some party lines. But, yes, 1f they need a 

14 wai v e r, r guess so. I'll r e new that r eques t . r don't 

15 have any f a ctual i n ! ormat100 I c an prov ide . I d on 't 

16 believe, Mr . Lee, are y ou here representing Stateline? 

11 MR, LEE; I a m. And 1n con versations with 

18 Stateline mana gement yeste rda y, they indicated that 

19 they wou ld li kely need a wa 1ver r equest unt1l March, 

20 Apr1l time !raQe when they c an fin ia h the construction 

21 to provide a ll one party service. 

22 MS. WIEST: And in the1 r application they're 

2 3 actual ly ask1n9 f or a one- year wa iver; correct? 

2~ MR . LEE: But they· r e willing to sho r ten 1t 

25 up. 
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l MS. WIEST: So you probably just need a 

2 waiver until June? 

3 MR . LEE: That would be adequate. 

4 MS. WIEST : June 1st? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa ivers now? 

7 CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do you want a 

8 motion on the waiver now? 

9 MS. WIEST: Let's talk about that. The thing 

10 is that all of these. I believe, are going co also need 

ll a motion on the wa ivers f or the one year on the toll 

12 contro l, and we haven't been doing any o f thos e motions 

:3 at this t ime. 

l ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have to take each of those 

15 separate mot i ons , do you think, at the end for the toll 

16 control? 

: 7 MS . WIEST: Yes. If we want to go --

18 MR . COIT: We could pick it up here now and 

19 s~arc doing waivers . That might be the easiest way. 

20 CH A:RMAN BURG: If we got to go through each 

2 : one. 

22 MR . COIT : Rule on them as you go through. 

23 CHAIRMA N BURG : Easie r than going back. 

2 ~ MS. WIEST : Okay. Fo r OS 1 with respect to 

25 the waiver unt il June 1st, 1998, concern ing single 
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1 party service t o all customers , and the second wai ver 

2 o n toll control for o ne year ·· one year from what 

3 da:e. Rl.ch? 

4 MR. COIT: ! thin k l would guess that chat 

5 would be from the date o f t he o rder . 

6 

7 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

MR. COIT: On the t oll contro l? You're 

8 speaking to the t oll control; co rrect? 

9 

1 0 

MS. WIEST : Yeo, toll control. 

COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 have a q uestion 

11 as long as we're talking about the waivers both on toll 

12 control and on the single party service . As long as 

13 you 're asking f o r waivers, let's make sure it's done 

14 properly and that we're no t back here in t wo months 

15 asking for more wa ivers. l would nate to go through 

16 this process. or would not like t o go through th i s 

17 process again . 

18 we're d oing 1t . 

J think we need t o be acc urate wh en 

I also have a queat ion about what 

19 meel~ th e requirements o f the Act? Ho w much o f a 

2 0 wa1v~ r c an we gi ve ? ! d on' t know as I kno w the answer 

21 to that . 

22 MS. WIEST : Right. The time actually 1n the I 
23 FCC Order 1s not spec1f1ed. But i t d oes say 1n 

24 paragraph 89, l believe, that the Commission must, upoi 

25 a finding o f except1 onal circumstances, you c an make a 
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1 waiver for single party se r vices for a specified period 

2 o f time. And also on the toll limitation the company 

3 must also show exceptlon a l circumstances exist and ne ed 

4 for additiona l time to upgrade. They should have co 

s show i nd i vidual hardship, indivlduall zed hard ship o r 

6 inequity warrants additional time to comply and that 

7 would better serve the public interest that is in 

8 strict adherence to the time period and it should 

9 e x te n d onl y as long as th@ exceptional ci r cumstances 

10 e xi st. 

11 MR. COIT: I would note that in the 

12 applications, wh ile we ' ve requested a year , we've also 

13 indicated that within that period of time we would f ile 

l~ some 1nformat1on with the Commissio~ indicating, you 

15 kno w, when the capability is available . If the 

16 Commiss i o n -- what we have -- and Mr. Lee, I think, can 

17 ~newer some questions 1n the area of to : 1 cont rol thac 

:e I can' t answer. But. we· re faced with a situation toda} 

19 where the capab1l1t1 es are Just not ava ilable. If a 

20 year 1s too long, you kno w, from our perspective we 

21 really didn't kno w when it wou ld be available and 

22 that's why we requested a year . But if there's better 

2) 1nformat1on o n that, maybe the time period can be 

2 ~ at !ferent. But rig~t now we really don't know when ~he 

2s c apa~illty is 9oln9 to be available . 



23 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 hate to belabo 

the point, and l know everyone wa nts to get through 

this, but to me it's very impo rtan t that we do it 

right. And so if i t means that we need to ans wer the 

S question wh en we grant these waivero and we send these, 

6 o r you send them on to the PCC, we need to be sure that 

7 y ou have spelled out why the se companies -- at lease 

8 this is what I'm unders t anding -- why these companies 

9 can ' t d o toll cont rol and why it's g oing to take that 

lO long ot a period of time to do single party service. 

11 And so I think that should be in the applica tion 

12 somewhere, or at least in our motion as we approve it, 

13 or we should have something on the record to suppor t 

1 ~ where we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do explain t he reasons in 

16 

17 

l8 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

their appl ica tion, thelr original application, with 

respect to t oll control. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay. 

MS . WlEST: Sut if the re are any further 

questions that the Comm1ssion wou ld like t o ask a t this 

time . if you need more infor mat ion on that. we could do 

that now. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would like to 

2~ know -- and this probably isn' t true o f al l compa~ies. 

25 But of the ones you're testifying for at least, 



1 Mr . Lee, where they're at in deploying the techno l o gy 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and wh a t ktnd o f 

3 de l ays y o u might expect. Because I don't want this t o 

4 no t g o forward the way that it ' s been perceived cha t it 

s shou l c g o f o rward . 

6 MR. LEE : Sure. Okay . I zight respond to 

7 tha t 1n general; and then i f there are specific 

8 questi o ns, l'd be happy to do that. But the issue o f 

9 t oll l im1 t at1on, which 1 believe under the FCC's 

10 desc ripti o n identifies a toll restriction and a toll 

1 1 cont r o l , and the issue at hand 1s 1n the t o ll c o ntrol, 

12 wh i c h my unders~and1ng is t o indicate that the end user 

13 s u bsc riber is t o be able to control the amount of it s 

1 4 ~onth l y bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

1 S k ic k s 1 n a nd d i sal lows a c cess t o the l o ng distance 

16 net wo rk . To my kno wledg e, there is n o s witch vendor 1n 

l 7 the Untl ed St a t e s t od ay who pro vides that c apability 

18 w1th1n its s wit c h . I k now that tne vendo rs are wo rking 

!9 o n : t . I c o ul d not s i t here with a clear c o nscience 

2 0 a nd i nd i c ate tha l o n X d ate that I wo uld expect i t will 

ii be a v a 1l a bl e . Give n my h o nest o p i ni o n. I wo uld d o ubt 

22 tha t 1 t 's ava ilab l e c o the general p o pulati o n within a 

23 year ' s t i me per iod . And therein is the reaso n I 

2 4 b e lieve t ha t SO ITC members ask for the o ne-year period 

2 5 be c a use we d o ~·t an t 1e 1pate 1 t be1 r 9 available . 
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The second o r alternative to that is a 

software provisi o ning o f toll control. And , again, to 

J my h nowledge , there is no i nterface between a soft wa re 

~ system and a s witch that has that c apability . 

5 Primaril y be c ause it would t ake real t i me rating o f a 

6 cus t o mer's u sage; and be c ause the cus tome r contro l 

7 switch i ncere xc hange c arr i er it's choosing. there are a 

8 myriad o f o pt ion a l c all p l ans ano rate struc tures that 

9 would be appl i ed . And, to my kno wl edge, there j ust is 

10 no te c hnology, no r s o ftware, ava ilahle t o ca rry out 

11 that pro gram. 

12 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: An d if I recall 

13 r ig h t , i t d o esn't - - it's not permissive, o ne or the 

1 ; o ther. You real l y t o need co do all o f the above . 

15 MR. LEE : It inc ludes both, that's correct. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

17 compan i es have a s ked the FCC f o r cl a r ificatio n. that 

18 so r t o f thing . And as f~r as I kno w, yo u might have 

19 better informat1 o n than l do t hat that decision has ~o t 

20 bee n handed d o wn by t ~e FCC. 

2 1 

22 

MR. L-EE : A, ! doubt l have better 

i nfo rnation; and, B, I agree i t has not been handed 

23 d o wn, to my kno wl edge . There is that clarif icat ion 

2 .q 

25 

procedure request ~n [ro nt o f the FCC. 

COMM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

I 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG: To my knowledge. everybo dy 

2 ean o ff er t oll l1m1tation; r i g h t, fr o m what we' ve had 

3 to get a gene r al statement? 

MR. LEE: I 'm g o ing to define a• t ol l 

s restr ic t1 on. 1f I c an , :.n•tead o f t oll l1ca ::ation. y e s. 

6 

7 mean . 

CH~ lRMA N BURG : Toll blocking is what 1 

Everybo dy c a n o !:er that? 

8 ~R . LEE : To cy kno wledge, that's a true 

9 •tate:.ient 

1 0 CHR;RMAN BURG : And I guess my p osit ion 1s to 

11 me, lhe othe r · · ! really don't see, y ou k now, since 

y ou• 1d lt's not available , I c an ' t see them implying 

13 it o r even putting it into here. I think it satisfi e s 

• hav~ no problem g ivi ng the full 

: s year o r ~o re a • long as 1t gets through FCC, which a t 

: ~ ·n.s t1~e . t a ppears 1c should. So I d o n't see th i s 

t , p o :n· t o M~ 1n m king tt a shorter limit bec a use I 

• e d o n" ch1nlt n w. U 1n;er!ere with the ETC 

2 0 XR . LE£ . l wo ul d agree with that and then 

~! wo uld po:nt ou t in the app l1ca l 1ons the compan ies ha v e 

22 1nd1cated that they will 1nvesc19 a te and wi l l work with 

23 'l hei, s witch vendo rs so that when i t does b e c o me 

available . they 're w1ll1n9 c o implement it. think 

2S that the te!ephone compa nies f eel that once 1t b e come s 
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1 available. it is in the public intere t and would be 

2 very supportive o f that concept. 

J CHAIRMAN BURG: Wit h that 1' 1 1 move that we 

4 grant the one-year wa iver on toll -- what is it 

5 c a lled? Toll limitation? Toll control? 

6 c ~~MISSIONE R NELSON: I'd second. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENrELDER: r•m going to 

8 concu r with that as long as the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some forma l way to limit toll for 

10 these customers just so t hat everybody understands the 

11 motion. 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I think in every application 

you ag re ec that you c an do toll restriction --

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: i( I remember reading the 

applications, and that to me i s satisfactory. 

MR . LEE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you wa nt them as a 

s~parate motion? Okay. I'll also move -- wh ich one do 

we need on this o ne? 

21 MS . WIE ST: The single par t y service until 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move t hat we grant a 

2q wa i ver in TC97 · 081 in the single party requirement 

25 uncil June l, 1998. 
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COMMI S S IONER NELSON: I'd second . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

l 

2 

3 HS . WIEST : Any other questi o ns in 0 81 ? Do 

4 yo u wane to 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : It might be eas i e r to 90 ba ck 

6 and get these others. 

7 MR. CO IT : Wh a teve r. 

8 MS. WIEST : We'll 90 back to 068, and the 

9 motion 1n 06 8 will be for the one - year wa i ver on toll 

1 0 contro l . 

l l CHAI RMAN BURG: I' ll move that we grant the 

12 waiver o f toll control ~n TC97 - 075. 

13 COMMI SS IONER NE LSON: I'd second . 

l ~ COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

1 5 MS . WIEST : 068 . 

1~ CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll move Wfo grant the tol l 

17 I me a n I'll mo ve we grant the wa iver f or to l l 

18 lim1tat 1on. 

!9 MS. WI EST: Toll control. I'm s o r ry , we have 

20 ~o be accurate bec~use what ch~ FCC d1d is the y call it 

21 combined coll control and t oll bl oc k i ng as toll 

22 !1m~tat1on . 

23 CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa iver 

2 4 ! o r t oll cont r ol 1n TC97-068. 

2S COMMI SS IONE R NELSON: Seco nded . 



COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: For o ne year ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Yes . 

MS. WI EST : 069. 

CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll keep ma king them. 
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I ' 11 

6 move we grant the toll contro l wa i ve r in TC97-069 for 

7 o ne year. 

8 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

9 

10 

11 

COMMJ SStONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS WI EST: 070 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move Lha t we grant toll 

12 cont r ol in TC9?·070 for one year, th, wa iver for one 

lJ year. 

14 

1 S 

1 6 

17 

COMMTSS I ONER NELSON: Second it. 

COMM lSSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : 171. 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant toll 

18 control. the waiver f o r toll control. i n TC97 -07l ( or 

19 o ne year. 

20 COMMl SS I ONER ~ELSON: Seconded. 

21 

22 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 0'73. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

24 for toll control in TC9'7 - 073 for one yea r. 

25 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded. 
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l COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER . Concur. 

2 MS . WIEST : 07 4 . 

) CHAIRMA N BURG: l'll move we g r ant the waiver 

4 f o r toll concrol in TC97 -07 4 f o r one year. 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SSIC NER SCHOENF ELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: 077. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we gran t the wa :ve r 

9 ! o r loll control 1n TC97-077 Co r o ne year . 

10 

l : 

' , . ~ 
! ) 

' . • • 
: 5 

: ' 

. . 

.:'O 

COMM ISSIONE R NE LSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : 078. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wa i ve r 

!or toll cont rol 1n TC97 078 f o r one yea r. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: Se conded . 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. 080. 

CHAIRMAN BURG And I 'll ;:iove w, gra nt the 

wo.~er ! o r ~oll con~ro! 1n TC97-080 ! o r o ne year 

COMM lSS:O~ER ~ELSON. Seconded . 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : ConcJ r . 

CHA : RMA N BURG· We did 81 ; right, and we are 

MS w: Es7 An) furihe r quest1ons o n 081 ? 

2S 083 , TC97-J8J . 
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l MR. COTT : We wou ld move f or the adm1sa 1on o f 

2 the ETC request f iled by Accen t , dated 6-17-97, and 

3 Exhibit No . 2, the response t o staff da t a request which 

4 is d a ted 10 - 8 - 97. 

5 MS. WT EST : Any obJ ect ion ? If not, l and 2 

6 have been ad- tted. Any questions regard ing J 83 ? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant the t oll, 

8 the wa iver f o r toll cont r o l i n TC97-083 f or one year . 

9 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

10 CO MM ISSIONERS HOENFELDER : Concur . 

11 MS. WIEST: TC97 ·084 . 

12 MR . COIT: We move for the adm1ss1 on o ! the 

13 ETC request dated 6·17-97, which is marked Exhibit No . 

1 ~ 1, and we move for the admiss ion o f Exh i b i t No. 2, the 

15 response to staff data r equest dated 10· 8 ·97. 

16 MS. WIEST: Are there any obJ e ct1ona? lf 

17 not, the y've been admitted. 

18 CHAIRMA~ BURG: I' ll mo ve we grant the wa iver 

19 f o r toll control 1n TC97-08 4 f o r o ne year . 

20 COMMI SSIONER ~ELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMMl SSIOGER SCHOENFELDER : I ' ll concu r . 

22 Does this have a single party questi on on th la one? 

23 MS . WIEST: No. They said 1n their o riginal 

2 4 appl1ca t 1o n that they are o ffering single party oerv1ce 

2S to all consumers . 
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COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 got a sticky on 

l t • So rry . James Valley; right? 

MS. WIEST: I believe 1n their -- okay. 

Yea h, tha t was Bob's questi o n . And the reason he had 

S the quest ion 1s i t was a c tually 1n the o riginal 

~ app.1 c a t . on. So 1( you look at the orig ina l 

7 app l 1c aL; on on page c wo, under q uea t~on number three, 

8 they do st a te that they prov i de sing l e party service to 

9 all ~onoumcrs 1n th~1r service a r e a . 

: o o n that list. 

Number (our d o wn 

11 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

12 MS. WIEST : Thank you. Okay . Le t's go to 

13 Tc91.ras. 

: 5 1'0. • . . 
MR . C017 We mov e f o r adm1tt t ng o f Ex hibit 

:he £TC request, dated 6 · 17 · 97, and £ xh1bit No. 

lo 2, ~he respo nse l O st aff data request da ted 1 0· 1 0· 97 . 

MS. WIE ST : Any o b1eet1ons? If not , t he y' ve 

: have the same quest ion here with 

:4 ~espe c t t o question nu~bc r one . 

MR C0 l7 : Mr . Bent o n is ava;lable to respond 

2: ~o qu"st1ons , I b e lieve . ls this He artl a nd ? Right ? 

22 o ~ . ~on, can you respo nd to any questi on s ? 

., . _ .. 
2S 

MR LEE : Mark has a sked me to respond o n hi s 

beha l (, which will ~e He 3rtland Communications , and 

: hey a re o !:ertng all single. 
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1 MS. WIEST : Single party was offered to all 

2 cuslomers? Any ot her questjons conce rn ing this 

3 docket? ls there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move tha t we grant the 

s wa1ver f o r toll control to TC97-0a9 fo r one year. 

6 C0MM TS$ I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 MS. WIEST: 085, I believr. 

9 CHAIRMAN SURG: Excuse me, 85. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: TC97-086. 

1 1 MR. CO IT: We mov e f o r the admission of ETC 

12 request, Exhibit No. l, d a ted 6-17-97, and response to 

13 staf f dat a requests, Exhibit No. 2, which is date d 

14 10 -10 - 97 . 

MS. WlEST: Any objections? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. S ame question , c an y ou ans wer 

17 that, Mr. Lee? 

18 MR . LEE : t·m sorry, I don't have the 

19 assoc' ated companies w i th the e xhibit numbers. Wh ich 

2 0 company are w~ referr1n9 to? 

21 MR . COIT: M1 dsta t e . 

22 MR. LE£: They are currentl y a ll private line 

23 services . 

2~ 

25 

MR. COIT: 

MS. WIEST: 

Single party; correct? 

Single party to all customers? 



l MR . LEE: Correct. 

2 MS. WIEST: Any other que ut1on s in this 

l docket? 

4 CH AIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the toll 

S control wa i ver in TC97·086 for one year. 

6 CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 COMMISSI ONE R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 MS . WIEST : TC97 • 087. 

9 MR. COIT: We move for the admission o f 

10 Exh i b i t No. 1, ETC request, dated 6 · 17 - 97, and Exh i bit 

11 No. 2, respo nse to staff data request, dated 10-16-97. 

12 MS. WI EST: Any objections ? If noc, Exhibits 

13 land 2 have been admltted. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant toll 

15 cont r ol wa iver i n TC9, 0 87 for one year. 

16 COMMISSIOKER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

17 COMMI SSIOKER SCHOEN FELDER : Concur 

MS. WIES'!" : 

l:l th1s one, Ri ch. 

Again, I'd have a question on 

;, p MR . C0 17 : Mr . Lee is repreoent1ng &altic a s 

:! l W" l l . 

22 MP LEE Ba l tic 1s currently all priva te 

23 line : ·~ sor ry . single party . I should use the right 

~4 ter"', s . ngle par ty service. 

25 MS. Wt EST · To all cus~omcru? 
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MR. LEE: Correct. 

Ms . wigsr . Thank you. TC97 - 088 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. l, ETC request dated 6-17-97, and respons~ 

S t o staff data request, which is Ex hiblt No . 2, which is 

6 da t ed 1 0- 17-97 . 

7 MS . WIEST: Any objections? If not , Exhibits 

8 land 2 have been admitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

1 0 o n toll control in TC97-088 for one y ear . 

11 

12 

1 3 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

t h i s o ne, 

serv ice. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur . 

MS. WIEST: c an you answer my question on 

Mr . Lee 7 

MR . LEE : Company name, please? 

MS . WIEST : East P l ains . 

MR . LEE: Currently is all s i ngle pa r ty 

MS. WIEST : Thank y o u. 

MS . WTEST : T C 9 7-089 . 

MR. COIT : We mo v e f o r the admiss ion o f 

22 Exh i bi t No . l, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-1 7- 97 

2 3 and the admissJ o n o ! Exhi bit No. 2, which is a response 

2 4 t o staff data reque st. dated 10-21 - 97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any ob j ections? If no t, they've 
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l been a dmitt ed . Sa me q ues tio n . 

2 MR. COIT : I d o n ' t beli e v e tha t Mr. Lee is 

3 here r ep r esent i ng Weste r n tod a y. What did they say in 

4 the respo nse? 

s MS . Wl EST : They sa i d Western Te l epho ne 

6 o f f ers s i ngle party serv i c e . My questio n 1s d o they 

7 o![e r co eve r y custo mer again ? 

8 

9 

10 

MR. CO IT : We 11 

MS . WIEST : Can you do a l a te - ( 1le d o n t hat ? 

MR CO IT : We c an d o a n a[fi d a v it o n that 

11 one. I gu e s s . 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we gr a nt a wa ive r 

13 on l oll cont r ol Co r TC97·08 9 ! o r o ne year . 

. . ... 
15 

:7 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: l 'd second ic . 

COM~I SS!OSER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIES,: Okay . Le t's go o n to TC97•0 90 . 

MR . COI T : We mo ve f o r t he admissi o n o f 

!P Exh.01t No. l, wh1cb 1s t h e ETC r equest d a ted 6·17- 97 , 

!9 and Ex h 1bl t No. 2. which is the respo nse t o staf f d a ta 

ZC request da t e d 10·2 , · 97. 

MS. WIEST: Any o b J e c ti o n ? If n o t. they• v e 

:2 been a dmi t t e d. An y que s l1 o ns ~onc ~rn 1ng th i s docket? 

23 CHAI RMAN RURG: I' ll move tha t we grant a 

2 4 waive r on t oll cont r ol 1n 7 C97-0 9 0 Co r o ne yea r . 

2S CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: I ' d second it . 
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J 

CO MM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WI EST: TC97 ·092. 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admission o f 
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4 Ex h i bit No. 1. which is the ETC request o! Kennebec 

s Telephone Company da ted 6·18·97 , and move f or the 

6 admiss ion of Exhibit No. 2. which is the response to 

7 staff data request dated 10-10-97. And l would note 

a that Mr . Rod Baue r is he r e to respc1d t o any questions 

9 that the Commis s ioners o r stat! may have concerni ng 

10 their request. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any que s ti ons concern ing this 

12 docket ? If not , do you have a motion? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those ? 

1 4 MS. WIEST: l ' m so rry. l d id not. I will 

15 admit Exhib1t Numbers l and 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'11 move t hat we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll control in TC97·092 for one year . 

18 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM lSSlONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97·09 3 . 

21 MR. COIT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

2 2 Exh i bit No. 1. which is the ETC reque st of Jef fer son 

23 Telepho ne Company, da ted 6·18-97, and move also f or the 

24 admission of Exh ibit No. 2, response to staff da ta 

25 request, wh ich is dated 10·10-97. And 1 woul d note 

I 



l chat Mr . D1ck Connors LS available co a nswer any 

2 quest ion s concerning the Je [ ferson reque st. 

38 

3 MS. WIEST: Any object1on to the e x hibits? 

4 !! not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

S conce rning this doc k e t ? 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

7 f o r coll control in TC97·093 for one year . 

8 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

9 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concu r . 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97 ·094 . 

11 MR. COIT: We'd move f o r tr.e admission o f 

12 Exh ib~t No. l, which 1s the ETC request dated 6·19·97, 

13 and move !or the adm1ssLon of Exhibit No. 2, which is 

14 the response to data request dated l0·1S·97. 

!S MS . WI EST: Any obJ eccion to Exhibits l ond 

16 2 ? :f no:, those exhibits h a ve been a dmitted . Do you 

17 have any wi tnesses for this one? 

!e l'\R COIT: lfr . Lee is available f o r b o th 

:9 s-:ly Buttes and Venture. 

::o MS WIEST: Ju st had a question . ! guess. 

... 

25 

~ ncern1ng single part y service because 1n this one it 

a c es say shou!d ta c1l1 c1es not all o w immediat e single 

party service, Sully Buttes may offer mul ti - party 

service until the !aciliciee are resto r ed or installed 

co allow !or single party service. Has that occurred 
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in the past? 

A . C~ r rently S~ll y Buttes Teleph o ne has no 

mu lti-line. The fact is al l single pa r t y s ervice. l 

think they added tha t language suc h that i f there were 

a d isa ste r that they had t o respo nd co, the y wanted to 

reserve the righ t to of t e r party line under the 

emergency basis o n l y. But they have fo r a number of 

years been all single party service. 

MS . WIEST: Any other quest i o ns? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

on toll con trol for TC~7 -09 4 for o ne year. 

concur. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Well, l'll 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 09S. 

MR. COIT: We wo uld move for the admission o f 

ETC. Exhibit No. l, dated 6 - 19-97 , and admission o f 

Exhibit No . 2, response to data request dated 

10- lS -9 7 . I woul d point out that 1 bel1eve that there 

might be an issue with respect to si ngle par ty serv i ce 

wa i ver 1n th is c ase as we ll. 

MS. WIEST : Ri ght. At this time are there 

any o b ections to Ex hibit 1 and 2? If not, they've 

been admitted. Yes . And it would appear they would 

need a wai ver . And my question f o r apparently they 



l have t hree mu l ti - party cuatomers a nd they plan to 

2 install s i ngle pa r ty service d u r i n g the 1988 

3 construct ion seaso n . So I guess my ques tion 1s 

40 

4 apparently they haven't asked ( o r a waiver . Are you 

5 doing so at this time? 

6 MR . COIT: Yes, we would on the i r behalf. 

7 And I thin k Mr. Lee would be ab l e to respond t o 

8 questions on tha t . I a ssu me s o anyway . 

9 MR. LEE : Su re But that would be co r rect, 

10 we do need a wa i ver . The same June l da t e woul d be 

11 a ccep t abl e to us. 

12 MS. WI EST : June 1 . o kay . 

13 CHA IRMAN BURC: I'll move we grant a wai ver 

1 4 1n single pa r ty se rv tce to June l, 1998. in TC97-095. 

15 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I would second tha t. 

16 COMMI SS;ONER SCHOENFELDER : Sure. I'll 

17 concu r . 

CHhlRMAN BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

l9 grant a waiver ! o r toll cont r ol o n TC97·095 f or one 

20 year . 

2 : COMM! SS!ONER NELSO~ : !'d s econd it. 

22 COMM ISS!O~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

23 MS. WlEST : TC97·096. 

MR. co: T : r move ~or the admission o f ETC 

25 request, Exhibit No. l, da ted 6·19•97, and mov~ f o r the 
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1 admissio n o f Exhibi t No. 2, response to data request 

2 dated 10 - 10 ·9 7 . 

3 MS . WIEST: Any obj e ct i o ns ? lf not, they ' ve 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

bee n adm i tted . Any questions concerning this doc ke t? 

CHAIRMA N BURC: l'll move we grant a wai ver 

on toll contro l in TC97·096 for one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second . t. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 097. 

MR . CO IT : We move fo r t he admission o f 

Exh i b i t No. 1 , ETC request, dated 6·19-97 , and Exhibit 

No . 2, response t o data request dated 10·10 -97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o b j e c ti o ns ? If not, they've 

bee n admitted. Does a nybody have a n y questions 

concerning this docket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gra nt a wa iver 

£or toll control in TC97-097 f o r one year . 

COMM ISSIONE R NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·098. 

MR . COIT: w~ move f o r t he admission o f ETC 

22 request dated 6·19 -97, which is marked Exh i b it No. 1, 

23 and admission o f Exhib it No. 2, whic h is the response 

24 t o data request da t ed 10-14 ·97 . 

25 MS. WIEST: Any obj ection t o Exh ibits 1 and 
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l 2 7 If not, t hey've been admitted. Are there ijny 

2 ques tio ns concerning this docket? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we gran t a 

4 waiver for toll cont r ol in TC97-098 for one year . 

5 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WTEST: TC97·099. 

MR. CO IT : We move !or the adm1ss1on of 

S Ex h1b1t ~o . l, which 1s the ETC dated 6-19-97, and 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l.; 

15 

l . 

odm1ss1on o f Exh1blt ~o. 2, which 1s the response to 

data request dated 10·9-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any obJectio n ? I f not, they'v e 

been admitted. 1 have the same question on this o ne . 

The questi o n is do we have single party se rv ice, and 

the ans wer i s yes? 

MR. CO IT : Mr . Lee, a r e you here f o r Roberts 

:1 County o r not? 

-" it:ot, 

21 

MR. LEE : No. 

MR . CO :T : Th~n we p r obably need t o handle 

suppo se, by the affidavit. 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

MR. LEE : Rich, are we talking about Robert s 

23 Co1..nt y o r 

MR. COIT: Roberts County. 

25 MR. LEE: I kno w from another source o ther 
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l than this that as ma nager o f the South Dakota 

2 Association of Tel ephone Co-ops a nd t h, daily requests 

3 we 've had there that they do, in fact. provide al l 

4 single party service throughout Roberts County Co - op, 

s if that will suffice for you r information here. 

6 MS WIEST : ls that sufficient? 

7 MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

8 MS . WIEST: Okay. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 for toll control in TC97 - 099 for one year. 

.tl 

12 

13 

14 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELC~R: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 100 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission o f 

15 Exhibi t No. 1, which is the ETC request d a ted 6-19-97, 

16 and admissi o n of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to data 

17 request dated 10-9-9?. 

18 MS. WIEST· Any obj ect ion ? If not. t hey've 

19 been admitted. Same ques~ion on th~s o ne . 

20 

2l 

MR. LEE, : don' t know the answer. 

MR . C0:7 : 7here 1s -- Mr . Lee 10 not here 

22 represenc1n9 RC Co~~unlcac1ons cooay, so I suspect 

23 we'll have co deal with that with a late-!iled exhibit 

2 ~ ~ f that's o kay . 

MS W!EST: Okay. 



l CHA I RMAN BURG: I ' ll mo v e we grant a waiver 

2 f or toll cont r ol i n T C97 - l00 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

5 MS. WlEST: TC97-l01 . 

6 MR. COIT: We mov e f o r the a d mi ss ion o f 

7 Ex hibit No. l. which 1s the ETC r e q uest d a ted 6-19-97, 

a and Ex hibit No. 2, respo ns e to s t.a! f dat a r equ e st d at e d 

9 10·1 4 97. 

10 MS. WlEST . Any obJ e c t1 o n ? ~! not, the y 've 

bee n ad 1~ted . Any quest.on• concerning this d ocket? 

12 CHAIRMAN SORG I ' ll ~ ove we gra n : ~ a :ve r f or 

~J -:l oc: <et ? 

"" ... I'"\ . -'"' .... . 
:. • .. :1 . c::. 

! !1 se conc ;t. 

a n.1 

Any obJ e c: c.i ons? ! ! not., l a nd 2 

Any q uestio ns concerning this 

CHA:RMAN SUPG : I'll move we g r a n t a waive r 

25 f o r t oll c o ntrol 1n TC97 · 102 f o r one year. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMIS SIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - l05. 

4 5 

MR. COIT: We move for the admiss ion of ETC 

s reque s t . Ex hibit No. 1, dated 6·19-97 and admission of 

6 Ex hibit No. 2, response to data request dated 10·14·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, Exhibits 

B 1 and 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning 

9 c.his docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 for toll control in TC97- l 05 for one year. 

12 

13 

15 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-108. 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm ission o f ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No. l, dated 6-23-97, and the 

17 adm1ssion of Ex h1bit No. 2, response to staff data 

18 request dated 1 0· 1 4 -97. 

MS . WIEST : h ny objection? If not, Exh ib i t.a 

20 1 and 2 have been ad~i~ted . 

2 l I Mr Lee. 

Same question . Can you 

Is that single party se r v:ce ne we r tha::. one? 

2 l 

I 

"I? en::- : Fo r Faith. 

2.; ~1< !.EE : - 0 0 not represent thee:., : . :: sorry . . 
25 l" R • co.:-; : We woe., : a request p e-r1;a11s lOn to 



l provide that via aff ida vit . 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

e 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAlRMIIN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll con trol in TC97-108 f or one year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it. 

COMMISSl ONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97-113. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S-97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data requests da ted 10-9-97. 

l l MS. WIEST: Any Ob)ect:1on7 ! ! not. they• ve 

12 been admit:t:ed . { have the same question on th,s one. 

13 MR . co:T : 7his :.s Arc:iour-. B1.ll Haugen c an 

14 respond t:o your guest1on . 

: 5 

. . 

. " 

2 0 

Yes. I can answer t hat. 

BILL RAOGSN . JR .• 

cal!ec as a w~~ness. being first aul y s worn. 

Ja s ~xa- !n~d a~d ~est1fied as f ollows: 

EXAtHNAT ION 

Gooc a!ternoon . 

And t wou ld Just like to ask you 

:! y o ~ c urrent:y provide single pa r t:y service to a ll o f 

23 yoLr cust o mers 1n your area. 

MR . HAUGE!s : Single party service is 

25 ava1lable to al l o f our customers in Armour I ndependent 



1 Telephooe Company service area. 

2 l ate seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any o~hers questions of 

4 this witness? Thank you . 

5 CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

6 fo r toll control in TC97 - 113 for one year . 

7 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second. 

8 CC~MISS10NER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

9 MS . WI EST: TC97·114. 

10 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of ETC 

11 request of the Bridgewater -Canistota Telephone Company, 

12 which is dated 6 ·25- 97, t hat' s Exhibit No. l. And also 

13 move for the admiss ion of Exhibit No. 2, which is 

14 response to data requests o f staff dated 10-9-97. And 

1s Mr . Haugen is here as well to respond to any questions 

16 i n this doc ke t. 

17 MS. WIEST : First of all, a ny objection to 

18 Exhibi ts 1 and 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I would ask the same quest ion. 

20 MR. HAUGEN : Single party service is 

21 available to all t he customers in the 

22 Br1dgewa t er •Can1stot a Exchanges. 

23 MS . WIEST: Than k you. Any o ther questtons 

24 of th i s witness? 

2S CHAtRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a wa i ver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

i,; 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2: 

22 

:n 

;: 4 

25 I 

COMM ISSIONER ~ELSON: I'd second it, 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97- l 0S. 

4 5 

MR. COIT: We move for the admiss ion of ETC 

request . Ex hibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97 and admi&sion of 

Exhibit No. 2, response to data request dated 10-14•97. 

MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, E~hibits 

land 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning 

this dPcket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : !'11 move we g r ant a waiver 

for toll control in TC97- l 05 for one year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST, TC97-108. 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm ission o f ETC 

request, Exhibit No. l, dated 6-23-97, and che 

admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to staff daca 

request dated 1 0- 14 -97. 

MS \,/ !£ST: Any objection? If not, Ex h ibits 

l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. Same question . Can you 

Mr Lee. answer that one? Is that stngle party se r v1ce 

avat • .Jble ~o r 

:.EE : 

co ::-. 

f o r Faith . 

: d e not represent the~. :·~ 

~~ ~o-:d request permission 
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provide that via af fidavi t . 

MS . WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

for toll c o ntrol in TC97-108 for one y e a r. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97-113. 

MR. COIT: We mov e fo r the a dmission of 

Exhibit No. l, ETC r equest dated 6-2S-97, and £xhibi t 

10 No. 2, response to dat.a requests dated 10-9-97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any obJection? If not, ther · ve 

12 been a dmitted. I have the s a me question o n chis one. 

13 MR . CO:T : 7 hts :.s Arr=our. Bill Haug~n ca n 

1 4 respond c o your quest~on 

:~ 

:1 

: s 

: 9 

MR , HAUGE::~ : Yes. : can answer that. 

BILL BAOGSN, JR ., 

ca:?ed a s~ ~ ~;ness, be1n9 first dul y s worn , 

~a s e xa~!ned and cest1f1ed as f ollows: 

EXMCNATI ON 

MR HAUGEN : Good a!ternoon . 

MS wrEST· And r woul d Just li ke to ask you 

:2 -! you c~rrenc:y provide single pa r ty s erv ice to all of 

23 your cus t o mers 1n your area. 

MR . HAUG EN : Sing le par ty servi c e is 

25 available to al l o f our cus t omers in Armoyr I ndependent 
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l Telephone Company service a rea . 

2 l a te seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any o~ hers quest ions of 

4 this witness ? Thank you. 

s CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we g ran t a wa i ver 

6 for t o l l control in TC97 · 113 f o r one year . 

7 CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I ' d second . 

8 

9 

C~ i MISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST , TC97•114 . 

1 0 MR. COIT: We mov e f or the a dmissio n of ETC 

1 1 request o f t he Bridgewate r -Can ist o ta Telephone Company , 

12 which is dat ed 6·25-97 . t ha t's Exhibit No. 1. And also 

13 move for the admission of Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is 

1 4 response to data requests o f stat f dated 10·9 · 97 . And 

1S Mr. Haugen is here a s we ll t o respond to any quest ions 

16 i n t his doc ke t. 

17 MS. WIEST: f i r s t of all, any objection co 

18 Exhibit s 1 and 2? If not, they've b een admitted. And 

19 I would ask t he same q ue stion. 

20 MR. HAUGEN: Stngle pa rty service is 

21 avail a ble to a ll t he customers in the 

22 Bridgewater -Can1stota Ex changes . 

23 MS. WIEST : Thank you . Any other questLons 

2 4 o f this witness? 

25 CHAlRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a w&iver 



1 f o r toll control i n TC97- ll4 f o r o ne year . 

2 

3 

s 

COMM l 5S lO\eR NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-11S. 

MR . COIT: We would mov e the admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 1, the ETC request of Union Telephone 

7 Company. dated 6 - 25-97, and Exhibit No. 2, response t o 

e dota request which is dated 10-9-97. 

9 MS. WI EST: Any ObJection? If not, Ex h1b1ts 

10 land 2 ~ave b ee n adm1tced. And I would ask the same 

ll question 1n this doc ket . 

12 MR HAUGEN : Single party service 1s 

1~ av tlable to al l the custo mers 1n the Union Telephone 

: 4 roMpany serv. c e area, H~rtford and Wal l Lake Exchanges, 

:s ~g a in. has been stnc e l a t e sevent ies. 

: : 

:.' 0 

:.') 

., . . . 
2 !i 

MS W,ES7 : Thank you. Any other questions 

CHA:RMAS BURG I' 11 move w~ grant a waive r 

cov. v : ssrOSEF NELSON : :·d secon<:1 it . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. w:E~7 : Thank you. TC97-117 . 

MR COlT: We mov-. f or the admission o f 

Ex n1b :t No. l, ETC :-equest dated 6-30 - 97, and Exhibi t 

response to data r eque st d a ted 10-1 4 - 97. .. -. 



1 MS. WIEST: Any objec t ion? lf not , EY.h 1b1ts 

2 land 2 ha v e been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 chis doc ket ? 

~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1' 11 move we gran t a waJver 

5 for toll control in TC97·117 for o ne yea r . 

6 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second it . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 

25 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·121. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No. l, the ETC request o f Ka doka, dated 7-3 - 97 , 

and t he admission o f Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to data 

requests dated 10 - 28 -97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objection s to Exhibits 1 and 

2? If not, they 've been admitted . Any question s 

concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'11 move we grant a waiver 

for coll control 1n TC97-l21 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1 ' 11 second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·125. 

MR . CO IT : We'd mo ve for the adm ission o f ETC 

request, Exhibit No. l, dated 7-7-97. and Exhibit No. 

2, r espo nse to data request o f st a ff , which is dated 

10 - 29-97. 

MS . WIEST : Any o b j ection to Exhibits 1 and 



so 

1 2 ? I f not , they've been admitted. Any question s 

2 conce r ning th1s dock e t ? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we gra nt a wa i ver 

4 !or Loll cont:ol in TC97 · 125 for one year. 

S CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

6 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

7 MS . WIEST : TC97 · l30. 

8 MR. COIT: We woul d mov e (or the admios1on of 

9 Exh1b1t No. 1. the ETC requeat dated 7-10·97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response to data request d a ted 

1 l l O • l 4 • 97. 

12 MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exhibits land 

13 2? lf not. they've been admi t ted. Any questions 

14 co nc erning th is d oc ke t? 

:~ CH AIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waive r 

:6 f o r t oll control in TC97·130 for one yea r. 

;7 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l woul d se cond It . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER· Concu r . 

MS WlES7· TC97-131 . 

~O MR COIT: We woul d move the adm 1ss on of ETC 

~l request Ex h1b1t No. l, wh1ch 1s dated 7 -10· 97, and 

22 Exh ibit No. 2. re s po nse to data request dated 10-1 4 -97. 

23 MS . WIEST: Any obj e ction to Exhibits 1 a nd 

:f n o t. t hey've bee:t admitted. Any questions 

25 conce rn i ng this d oc ket ? 
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CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we grant a v aiver 

f or toll control in TC97-131 f o r one year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-15 4 . 

MR. COIT: We would move into the reco rd 

7 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request, dated 9 - 10-97, and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2, the response to data request d ated 

9 10 - 16-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objection to Ex hibit land 10 

11 2? If not, they have been admitted. Let's see, on 

12 this one this was one of a couple that no t ime period 

13 was requested f o r the waiver. 

1 4 the one year? 

l assume you still wan t 

15 

16 respond. 

l7 River. 

18 

MR. CO IT : Mr. Barfield is here . He coul d 

He's Mr. Bob Barfield, manager for West 

MS. WIEST : They request a wa iver but this 1a 

19 o ne of the f.ew o nes that didn't ask (or one year. as 

2 0 far as I can see, or any time period . So I was 

21 wonderlng if there was any different time period chat 

2 2 was being requested . 

23 8 08 BARPI BLD, 

24 

25 

called as a ~ 1tness, beiny first duly s worn, 

was e xamined and testified as follows : 
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1 EXAMINATION 

2 MR. BARF I ELD: In response to your question , 

3 since the vendor does not have a date, as far as we 

4 k now, at this time t o provide this. that's the reason 

S we didn't ask for a certain time period on the waiver. 

6 MS. WIEST : But we w1ll need a time period. 

7 MR COIT : Woul d y ou ae willing to accept the 

e o ne - year time peri o d that is being gra nted to other 

9 componies? 

10 

1 1 

12 

1 3 

:4 

l ~ 

:o 

:, 

~. 

:z 3 

MR . BARFIELD : We sure would . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And 1 think the thought 

beh ind it 1s 1[ there st1l! isn't a ny s o lution, then it 

wo uld be renewed o r we ' d request . Wit.h that. I'll move 

that we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97-l54 f or 

one year . 

COMM:s s : ONER NELSON: I would second it . 

COMM1 SS: ~NER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS ~ : £57. ~·t·a go t o TC97-1SS 

MR co :T ~e wou ld request admiss ion o ! 

Exh 1b ,t No : . wh.c h 1s the E7C request o ! Mo br1cge 

Tel e communi c ations. w~lch is dated 9-10-97, a nd also 

Ex h1b1t No 2. whi c h 1s :he respo nse t o data request 

dated : o- : b-97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o b J e c ti o n ? l ! :1ot. Exhibits 

! a:10 2 nav• ~een ~d~ 1· tec And I woul d have t l1e same 
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question with respect to the length of the waiver. l 

2 

) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. BARrlELD : And t h e response wo uld be the 

l 0 

sa1:1e . We would ask for a year on the wa 1ver . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any other questLons? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi t h tha t I'll mov e that we 

grant a wai ver on coll cont r ol in TC97·15 5 fo r one 

year. 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : l concur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's s ki p to 

1.1 TC97-16?. 

t2 MR. COIT: r woJld ju st n~~e that Three Rive r 

13 Telco is not an SDITC membe r company. so I'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Three River Telco. 

LS MS. W1 £ST: Nobod y is here? 

1.6 CHAIRMAN BURG, Do we have any questions o n 

17 it, o r do we have to have representat ion? 

18 MS. WIEST: Somebody needs to move it in. 

1.9 MR. co : T : We.ll. if you're looking for a 

2-0 body. 

21 

guess r can serve as the body. 

MS . CREMER: Othe rw ise, I c an move to , d mi t 

22 the t wo e x h1b1ts, Number 1 , 10-10-97, the request f or 

23 ETC, ..ind 11-7-97, the amended -- oh, I'm s o rry, that's 

24 US West. Let me cry that again. 10 · 16 o f '97 1s the 

25 req ues t and 11-13-97 is the amended request. and l 



l wou.d as k that they be admitted in. 

2 MS. WTEST : Any obJection? If not, they've 

3 been admit t ed. Are there any questions concerning th is 

4 doc ket? I would note th a t the i r a pplicat1on does 

5 request a waiver f o r one peri o d for toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e isn 't a qu e stion o n t he 

7 single part:y l1ne, though, 1s there? 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we gra n t: a ~a i v e r 

10 ! o r toll control in TC97-167 fo r one year. 

1 l 

12 

l 3 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . ~ IEST: At this t 1me did you want to go 

1 4 lo us West. o r is Hatlan goi ng t o spea k to thes e 

lS docitets? 

. -. " 
l 7 

MS. CREMER : We'll f i nish up tnese f i rst. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

!B !STAFF' S EXHIB:T NO. l WAS MAR K~D FOR 

2 0 HARLAN BEST , 

:~ c a lled as a w~tness. be ing firs~ dul y s wo rn, 

:2 wa s exam ined and testified as foll o ws: 

:n DIRECT EX AM INAT ION 

2 ~ BY MR. HOSECK: 

25 Would you stat e your n a me f o r the recor d, 



ss 

l please. 

2 A . Har:lan Best. . 

3 Q. And what. is your job? 

A. I am depuc.y direct.o r o [ f i x ed uc.il1c.ies f o r 

the Public Utilities Commission, South Dakota. 

Q. And have yo u been present in c.he hear.ing room 

this af t ernoon f o r c.he hearing on c.hese appl ica tions? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And have you had the opportunity t o review 

10 the c aption in the n otice of this hea r ing wh1ch lists 

11 the c ases which are uefo re the Commission on this date? 

12 

13 

A . 

Q. 

Yes. 

And are you fami liar with the app lications in 

1~ each of these cases? 

lS 

16 

A. 

o. 
Yes. 

As a part o f your job, have y ou rev1ewed 

17 chose applications? 

18 A. Yes, l h ave . 

19 Q. You hav e before y ou an e x h i bit. numbered 

2 0 Staff's No. l; is tha t. correct? 

21 

22 

A , 

Q. 

Yes . 

And 1s that an e x hibit c.hat you prepared in 

23 the course of yo ur duties? 

2 4 

2S 

A . 

o. 
Yes, it 1s. 

Just briefly explain to c.he Commi ssion. 
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please, what that e xhibit entails . 

2 A . What I have done on th i s e xh ibit is across 

3 the top 1s listed each of the compan ies requesting 

4 e!1g1bl~ telecommunications carrier status. the 

5 associated docket number, and the staff counsel that is 

6 assigned co the respective d ockets . Down the a1de, the 

7 left-hand aide. is the requ1rements that a r-- sec forth 

8 f o r ETC status Populated w1thin the columns 1s the 

9 responses tha t the respective companies g a v e wi thi n 

lO their exh1b1ta land Exhibit 2 that h a ve been admitted 

11 into the r eco rd . 

!2 o. And a re there any changes or corrections to 

13 th1s exhibit tha t you would like to make at this time ? 

A. One that : am a ware of 1s under Viv1an 

!S 7e !epho ne. Docket 7 C9?-068, unde r the Li!el1ne and Link 

lo Up 1c &hows that 1t w1ll be available 1 - 1-97. It 

!7 snould be 1 - 1 - 98 !'Q not a J are o! a n y other 

:s ..-orre ct1ons . 

Oicay . 

~o would mo~e Staff's £xh1b1t No. 1 :nto evidence. Th1s 

~. 

22 

1s intended as testimony !or ~~lo ! the dockets en mass 

w. th the exception o f US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , 

2 4 j here though . 

US West is on 

ZS MR . HOSECK: That would be h andled lacer. 
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1 

2 

MS . WIEST : Is there any obJection? 

MR. COIT: My comment would be that I j ust 

3 received this so I haven't had an opportunity to go 

through to make sure this is all accurate. I guess I 

S can ta ke Mr . Best's wo rd that it 1s accurate and 1·1 1 

6 have to do that. 1 guess. 

7 have any comment. 

Other th an that, 1 don'l 

8 MS. WIE ST: Do you want a opport uni ty to 

9 look ic over? 

10 MR. COIT: Well, it might take me a while, s o 

l l r don't have any objection. 

12 MS . WIEST: Okay. Then Staff Ex hibit No. 1 

13 will be admitted into all of the dockets that we have 

14 gone through so far. 

15 MR . HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the review o f these dockets that 7ou 

17 have done and r ely1n9 to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staff's Exhibit No. l, di d the applicant companies mee· 

19 the 1~qu1rements of becoming an eligible 

20 telecommunications carrier? 

21 A. Yes. they have, with the noted late- fi led 

22 affidavits that will be done i n a numbe r o f the 

2.3 dockets. 

o. And with regard co advertising services 

25 e xchan9e - w1de, do you have a recommendation to cne 
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1 commission f o r a pro vi~ ion to be i ncluded in an order 

2 which would come out of these proceedings? 

3 A. Yes. Staff's recommendation for advertising 

~ would be tha t the ETC carrie r be required to advertise 

5 at least once each year; and if they have any rate 

6 c hange, that tha t ra~e change be advertised when it 

7 does change. 

8 o. And 10 conclusion, do you have an opinion a s 

9 t o whether or not the app licants contained on Exhibit 

10 l, w1th the e xception o f US West which has not had its 

11 case heard ye t at ch1s time, whether o r not those 

12 app licants meet the qualifications as ar. elig1ble 

13 tele communications carrie r ? 

1 • ... A . With sta!f•s revie w tha t has bP.en undertaken , 

15 y~s. they do meet the requirements for ETC status. 

MR. HOS ECK: ! have no furthe r questions o f 

17 th:s witness. 

:9 MS . Wl£S7 : Are the re any questions of this 

: 9 witness? Mr . Co1t ? 

20 CROSS · EX AM INAT ION 
2l BY MR . CO IT : 

22 o. r assume when you tal ked about advertising 

23 race changes tha t you•re referencing the rates just f or 

24 the essential services that are supported by universal 

25 service? 
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A. Yes. 

MR corT, N'o further questions. 

MS . WIEST: MS . Ro gers ? 

MS . ROGERS: No , no quesc lo ns . 

MS. WIEST : Mr . He asco n? 

MR , HEASTON: lo. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The o nly q uestio n I'd have i s 

8 c h e re any -- i s advert i s i ng i denri fied in any way? ls 

9 c here any c r ite r i a f o r what. advertising me a ns in che 

1 0 cone.e x t o t thi s ? ls the met.ho ds in the FCC Order as 

1 1 well? 

1 2 MS. WI EST : I' m sorry , what was the 

13 q ues t ion ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The quest. ion I had fo r Harlan 

lS o r anybo dy else i s, i s t here a mean i ng, i s there a 

16 descripti o n. def i n ition f o r a dvercis i ng, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WI EST : Unde r t he st a tut e 1 c s e! f 

19 :? 14 ( e ) ( 1 ) ( B l t h e y mus e advert i se t he ava i labi lity o f 

2 0 such s erv ices and i f y o u're referr i ng c o the se rvice s 

21 t hat are suppo rt e d by federal universal serv ice and the 

2 2 c ha r g e s the r e f ore us ing med i a o f general d i stribution. 

23 

2 q me . 

2S 

CHA I RMAN BURG: Okay. I th i nk that sat i sf i es 

COMMJ SS 10 NER ttELSON: Do es tha t mean f o r 



l L1f~line and Link Up, they have to adver tise th is 

2 once? 

3 MS. WIEST: That would be under staff's 

recommendation, I believe . 

A, 

60 

Yes, once each year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Well, frankly, I don't 

think 1t't1 a dequate. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Are you doing 

that? Ar e you -- to f ollow up -- e xcuse me, to follow 

!O up on Commissioner ~elson·s questi on. are you 

11 recommending that they a dve rt ise o nce each year after? 

12 I believe our order s a id that you have t o send an 

13 application t o e very o ne once initially and then to 

l ~ every new custome r . You're requesting this 

15 advertisement ot L1!e l1ne , Link Up in a d d ition to, 

l6 would that be accurate or not? 

17 A. 7he Lifeline, Link Up under TC97 - 150, 

18 which was issued yesterday, states that it shall be -­

l~ a form shall be, o r a lette r shall be sent to present 

20 customers, and then this would be an advertisement o f 

21 tt. They'd have to do advertisement o f this for at 

22 least once each year. 

23 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER · Okay . Than k you. 

COMMI SStONER NELSON: So is the answer t o 

25 Las ka' s quest101.s it's 1n •ddit1on to? 
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l A. Yes. They woul d d o i t origi na lly, and once a 

2 year afcer. 

) MS. WIEST: Ho w would they advert ise ? 

4 Where? 

S A . Where would they a dvertise? 

MS. WlEST: Yes. 6 

7 A. Whatever general d ist,i b ution 1t meets 

e according, l assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 t ypes o( publications . 

10 MS. WI EST : so it could •e any type of 

ll general d1strlbut ion ffled i a once a year? 

12 A. Whatever is available w1th1n their given 

13 e x changes that they serve. 

l ~ MS. WIEST: And it would only be f or those 

lS services supported righ t now by federal universal 

16 serv1ce? 

17 

18 

A . Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 ra t~ for one o f those services, then that would have to 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

H 

2S 

be re - advert1sed at that time? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST : Are there any other questi o ns o( 

this witness? rt not, than k you. Actually, t do. 

Could you retake the stand, Harlan? l guess we have a 

question for you. Could you look at y our exhibit fo r 



62 

l Venture Communications, TC97 ·0 95? 

2 A. Yes . 

3 MS . WIES7 : Doe• the answer tc number f ou r , 

~ single party servi c e, we did grant them a wa iver 

S beca u se cu rrently t hey do not have single party service 

6 apparently t three c u stomers ? 

7 

8 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST : 

9 your question t here? 

So would that be incorrect the re, 

: 0 

l 1 

12 

A. ! t wo uld be a clar 1!1cation there t o 1t, y e s . 

MS WlEST : Okay . Thank you. Do y ou have 

ny th1 ng further. Mr . Hos e c k ? 

!o! R . HOSEC K: S ta!( has no~h1n9 f u rther . 

l ~ Tha n k you. 

: s MS. WIEST: Do you want to take a sho rt break 

lD 1Jnt~ l we go to US We s~? 

C
,. ._ . . When does the Commission ·· are 

:s yo~ ao!ng t a wai· ~nt1: the end t o rule on all of thes e 

,~ Wllh ~espect to the a c tual ~TC des19nati ~n? 

20 MS w: ES7: That's why we·re tak1ng a sho r t 

2! b :-eait . 

22 {AT TH: S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN. I 

23 

.. . _, 

ZS 

MS . WI ES:' : 

will go to 7C97-16 3 . 

MR. HE.;STON . 

Let'& get st a rte d again . And we 

And I woul d mo ve adm ission o f 
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1 Exhibi t 1, whic h is t he request, and Exhib i t 2, which 

2 is the amended r equest, a nd Exhibit 3, wh i ch is t be 

3 service te r rito r y ma p. Tha t's Exhibit 1, 2 a nd 3 

4 respective l y i n the doc ket . 

S MS . WIEST: Any objection t o Exh ibits l. 2 

6 and 3? Oo you have a copy of the service le r rito r y 

7 map? Are there any objections to Exhibits l, 2 and)? 

8 If not, they've been admitted. You may proceed, 

9 Mr. Heaston . 

JO MR. HEASTON: We wou l d also j oi n ~n the 

11 motion on the toll control. The reason we did ~ot see k 

12 a waiver in the 1nitial applica tion is because as 1 

13 read Paragraph 388 of the Or d e r in the DA 97- 157 

l ~ indicated t hat toll bloc king would be sufficient in the 

lS meantime and i t was dependent upon when you upgraded 

16 s witches . And so we do not feel we need a wai ver of 

17 toll control, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

18 needs to be a wa i ver, so we will tollow the herd here 

19 and request chr toll control waiver a lso. 

20 And we are al so one o f the parties co the 

21 request of the FCC t o reconsider the toll limitation. 

22 that this i ncludes both toll block ing a nd toll 

23 control. And I guess we wo u l d also point out that with 

2~ the implemen tation o f number portability th a t is going 

25 to imoact toll control somewhat s i gnif1 c an t ly. And so 
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while we agree wit h Bob Barfield in his observation 

that si nce we don't kno w when it's goi ng to happen, 

that's why we wouldn't wa nt a time limit on it, but we 

are willing to acc ept the one year with the 

understanding that if there 1s not the abil ity to 

implemen t it o r if the ab ility is too expensive t o 

impl ement , that we would be able co come back co this 

Commi ss ion and seek further waiver of that, o f 

iQplemenctng toll control wi th part o f the essential 

telecommunicati ons carrier obl1gat 1on. 

MS . WIEST: Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRMAN BURG: D1d we admit the exhibits? 

MS. WIE ST: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we waive toll 

15 cont rol f o r TC97-163 !or one year. 

16 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Well, I'm go ing to 

17 second it, but I heard an e x pans1on of what we've been 

18 waiv1ng 1n the past trom g1v1ng them o ne year with the 

19 1dea we're going to rer.ew lt. And the rea&on I was 

2 0 wi lling to grant tt 1s because te c hnology 1s not o ut 

21 there . No w, the Act requires that it be there and it 

22 didn't say anyth ing about how much 1 t cost. So I 

23 d1dn' t hear anything abou t one of the reasons we were 

24 wa iving it 1n the past wa s because tha t it might be 

25 cost proh1bit1ve as mu c h as be c au t e technology wasn't 
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l there . I c an understand why te~hnology wasn ' t there , 

2 but I d i dn't •· l wasn't i n Congress when they voted 

l th 1t was part o f the Act. 

MR. HEASTON: It's not part o f tne Act. 

s gu~ss that's the first t hing It ' s a~ rec ·· 

6 COMM: SSIONER NE LSON: lt'S a r ule 

MR . HE:AS'!ON· :c·s a n FCC dictat•. 7 

8 COMMI SS l ONER NE LSON: But 1t has the same 

lG co1,;rt; r19ht? 

I 

l l MR HE,\STON: That• 11 c r u ~. B\.t unless the 

1i rec changes. as we've u rged them to oo. 

I 3 COMMI SSIONER NE LSON· Right . So I'" 

seconding your motion w1th the underst anding i t 's 

15 exactly as we h ad st a ted lt o riginally; 111 t hat 

1; correct ? 

CHA! RM:.t: BURG . l mean the motion was f o r o~e 

l ., COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I be lieve t.he 

20 motion wa s f o r one yea r . a waiver Lor o ne year , and 

21 d1dn't kno w that th e motion had any thing more than 

22 tha t. than Just a wa ive r from toll control ! o r one 

23 year . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: rt d o esn't . 

2S COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Then I 'll concu r . 
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COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All r·m sa y ing, ~hough, 

is I voted for it a nd there will be a reco r d that I 

3 voted for it; and the reason I voted for it was the 

technology wasn•t ava ilable . And that's a lot 

5 di~ferent in my mtnd than 1t·s cost p r ohibitive. 

6 

7 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : l think 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn' t 

8 be an issue 1n my mind that y o u could debate. I don't 

9 want a reco r d tha t T·m support ing something f or a 

10 different reas on than ; dtd. 

11 CHAlRMA N BURG: Just a comment that I'd ma ke 

1~ on it, guess. :f the re isn't a technology. I r e a lly 

l ~ hate to see a:l 50 o r 75 f1l1ngs jus t f o r an 

! ~ e x tension . lf there ts some way we could certi fy the r e 

: ~ 1s n c technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

:~ :hat year, I'd welcome that solution rather than go 

:1 thro ugh th1s w1ch cn1s many o ! them. I. persona lly, i n 

t~ ~r o wn mtnd, canno: see a solution when we' r e going t o 

: 9 ha~e mLl:1p!e compan:es 1n number p o rtability . It 

: 0099les my mind to see ho w that's eve n going to ha ppen 

:: ~~at yo u could end up ~1:h any ktnd of t oll 

!:~1tat 1on. So : •m guessing when we come up to the 

year. we' re still not going to h a ve a soluti c ~. and I' m 

no t look1ng cowa rd co requiring all of you - - I me a n 

25 that'$ the name o f a b u r e a ucra t co fil e t h a t many 
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p i eces o f paper. So i f we c an find , way to 

c o nso lidate it at that time, 1 would welcome any 

suggest i ons. That's all l have . 

67 

MR. HEASTON: r have Mr . Lehner available 

here, and we do have a couple quest i ons to ask him . 

JON L BBNll:R , 

ca lled a s a witness, be i ng first duly s worn , 

was e x ami ned and testified as f o llows: 

PI8ECT EXAMtH&IIQN 
BY MR. HEASTON: 

0 , Mr. Lehner , in ou r application we desc r ibed 

the i ssue o f el i mi nating mult i- part y services and going 

t o singl e party service t hroughout US West service 

1 4 areas. Can y o u upda t e the Comm i ssion o n the status of 

lS that cons i stent wi th wha t we 've already put 1n th~ 

1 6 app licat ion ? 

17 A, Ye :? . As o f October 31 o f th i s year t he 

l& n umber o f mul t i-party or t wo - and f ou r - pa rt y cu s tomers 

19 ln US Wes t 's terr1to r y is 612. 6 12 . 

20 CHATRMAN BURG : What wa s the date on th a t, 

2 1 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

o. 

As of 10-3 : -97. 

And what c an y o u te ll t he Co mmi s s ion about 

2 , ou r continuing e ~fo rt t o elim1 na t e the mul t i - part y 

25 s ervice ? 
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l A . The plan r ight now is to eliminate all of 

2 t hos e 612 except f o r 52 o f them . And the time fr a me 

3 f o r that w1ll be by the end o f the second q uarter. 

4 which I suppose we could put f o r a date o f 6-30 of 

5 ' 98. So a ll but 52 of those w1ll be comp leted by 6·30 

6 o f '98. 

7 And wha t abou t the remain ing 5 2? 

8 A . The re ma 1n1ng 52 are e x treme l y high cos t 

9 u pgrades . And unt il o ther t e chnology o r o t her means 

: o become a~a1lab l e. there are no plans r i ght no w. We 

: 1 have no p !ana to move ahead with those S2. 

With that we still b e l ieve that it 1s 

13 a ppropriate !o r us to -- we st ill believe the waiver is 

: 4 appro priat~ in · h:s c ase, 1s that correct? 

. s A 

MR HEAS70N Tha t's all the questions 1 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

~ av MS ~REMER: 

Mr Lehner, whe re are those 52 l ocated? Ar e 

,hey spread thro~shout, or ar~ they in a speci f ic area, 

de you k no~ ? 

A : eo~!d r•ad the ~ o! ! f o r y ou. The r e ' s about 

:s ~Jozen e x cha nges. Or I coul d give y ou a late - fi led 
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1 exhibit , Let me just read them o ff . Arlington is 

2 ( o ur; Belle Fourche, si x ; De Smet, four; Huron, three: 

3 Lake Preston, one . 

4 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

5 o ver ? 

6 A. Ar l1ngcon , four; Belle Fourche, " i x; De Smet, 

7 four; Huron , three; Lake Preston , o ne ; Mad1son, t wo; 

8 Milbank, f our: Pierre , t wo ; Redfield, two; Sisseton, 

9 six: Spearfish, t wo; Vo lga , fi ve; Wa tertown, ten; 

1 0 Yankt o n, one. 

11 o. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

12 Ana conda li ne o r s o mething? 

13 A. It's a combination of many (actors. but you 

1 4 mean as far as the 52 are concerned? 

15 Q. Yes. 

16 A . It's a combination o f many f actors. We' r e 

17 tal k ing about feeder distribution, we ' re talking about 

:a in some cases a PAIR GAIN s ystems li k e Ana conda that 

1~ would need t o be rep l aced. 

2 0 MS. CREMER: Okay . Tha t 's all the questi ons 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

23 o the r technical solutions other Lhan to a single party 

2 ~ ot her than line e x tension? 

2S A . You mean in order to provide a single pa rty 
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l service to these cus t omers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yee. 2 

l /\ . Yeo . I th1nk the answer 1s we are constantly 

looking for a cheape r way t o do this becaus e 1n some 

S cases, Comm1.ss i oner. we 're tal k1ng about over Sl00,000 

6 to upgrade a sing.e customer, and 1t )US t doesn't make 

7 sense to do that . And the ans wer would seem to lie 

8 probab l y 1n some form of wire less. but so far the 

9 w1re les• technol o gies, whether then satellite o r fixed 

10 wireless, are still pretty expens i ve . I see that as 

11 

l 2 

the ultimate solution, though, to some o f these. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'm going to move to grant 

13 the wa iver. 

' . . .. MS. WIEST : Jus t a second. Do the 

! 5 Comm1ss1oners have any o ther questions? As o pposed t o 

! 6 the o ther o nes. I'm g o ing to have to ask you some 

17 questi o ns t o verify Lh1ngs that were 1n the appli c ation 

18 be c a use that was s19nPd by Mr . Heaston . lt wasn' t 

: · s ?gned by a w1:nea s w:th an affidavit. ~8 all the 

2 0 o thers wer e . So bear W!lh me f or a second. 

2 1 

2 2 

A . I've never trusted his signature either. 

MS. WIEST First one, does US West provide 

i3 vo1c e grade access l o the public s witched ne t wo rk to 

2 ~ -11 ! 1n 1cs s erv ice area ? 

25 • " . Yes . 
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2 

3 

A. 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you provide dual tone 

4 multi-f r equency signalling or its functional 

S equiva lent? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

1 3 

A . Y~s . 

MS . WI EST: 

emergency services? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

services? 

A. Ye s . 

MS . WlEST : 

14 intere xchange service? 

15 A . Yes. 

Do y ou provide access to your 

Do you provide access to operator 

Do you provide access to 

16 MS. WIEST : And d o you provide access co 

17 di r ectory assiotanee? 

18 A . Yes . 

l9 MS . WIEST , And you've already talked abouc 

2 0 t o ll contro l and the waiver . Do you provide or are you 

21 able to p r o v ide toll b lock ing? 

22 A . Yes. 

23 MS . W!EST : Then getting back co·your request 

24 for the wa ive r on single party se r vice, I know in your 

25 application yoy talked about th@ ones that you ha~e no 
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1 plans, you kno w, ol providing s erv ice due to t he cost 

2 and everything . My pro blem, l guess, is that I d o n• t 

3 see that there 1s any de minimus exception within the 

FCC rules w1th respect to si ngle pa r ty service. 

5 you been gran t ed any o! this type of de minimus 

Have 

6 exc epti o n t o that requirement , do you kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

1 0 

! I 

A. I am no t a wa re . 

MS . WIEST : And what I'm getting at is that 

1t appears , a cco rding to the FCC rules and I'm 

l oo k. ng a ~ 4 7 54 . l Ol (c l. that 1n o rder t o grant any 

12 a a du:ton time to complete net work u pgrades for single 

ll party o r enhanced 9 11 o r t oll limitation, that the 

l ~ Comm1s s1o n d o es in fa c t have to set a time period fo r 

:s y o u to co~p l ete t hose netwo rk upgrades. rs your 

:6 -on· e nt1o n t hat we d o not? 

l, . " . ! would no t make that concencion . t•m going 

:a t o :et my a tto rney argue w1th y o u a b o ut that . 

MS ;,lES:' : We ll , the n , I do have a couple. 

o · r.1:: quest. : o ns My o t he r quest i o n 1s o n service 

a rea. And :t 1 s also a requ 1rement o f the state 

22 Co mmis s lon t o de s 19nace service areas as opposed t o 

23 study areas ! o r no nrura l te l e c ommunic a tions companies. 

2 ~ First o f al l , y o u wou ld agree that you are a nonrural 

2S t e l e commu n 1c at1 o ns company ? 
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1 A, Ye e. 

2 MS. WIEST: And in the PCC's pub lic notice 

3 9b· 4 S issued 9-29-97 . it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of the ETC'& and the deoi gnaced 

S serv ic e areas for nonrural carriers n o . a t er than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And l k no~ you made some 

7 reference t o the se things in your app licat ion, but 1 

8 don't thin k you really told us wha t y o u wa nt your 

9 service area to be. Be c au se t h e FCC has told us t ha t 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

we better not adopt your study area as you r service 

area for large lLEC ' s. Do y ou h a ve service areas fo r 

y ou r company that you want the Commission to adopt at 

this time? 

A. Well, I suppose chat ·· a nd, Bill. jump in 

here, I guess, to help me with this. But I suppose 

that our service area ough t co be ou r e xcha nges 1n the 

Stdte o ! South Da kot a . No w, the study area 1s a 

di!ferent issue and that has not been determined ye~. 

But 1 would think chat ou r service area would be our 

e xchanges that we serve in the state of Sout h Da ko ta . 

MR. HEASTON: If I may from a l ega l 

22 standpoin t, there 1s no def1n1tion yet ; and certainly 

23 our service area would be those areas withi n wh ich we 

24 a r e a uthorized co provide the s u ppo rted services. 

25 MS . WIEST: Ri g ht. And tha t's my questio n. 



1 MR . HEASTON: Fro~ a general perspective, I 

2 guess. 1 ( that's what you're looking for is what you 

3 would designate t o the FCC would not be anything 

4 o utside the area where we' r e authorized o r ce rtified to 

S pro vide service. When 1t comes to where the areas a r e 

6 g oing t o be that would be where the services would b • 

7 ouppo rted by a universal servi c e fund, whethe r it's 

8 high cost o r l o w income or libraries or whatever 1t 

9 happens to be , you know, that's an area chat'9 

10 cu rren tly under debate depending upon which proxy cost 

11 model ~s gc:ng t o be a ccepted. And so that's why we 

: 2 are some what vague on that term because what this 

:3 Com~1ssion nae not done and n o r has the FCC come o ut 

! ~ with any !1nal decision as to what model it 1s going to 

:s accept. So : think 1f we' r e required to t ake a look a t 

a •a-rv: ce area . · I would do It fr om the standpoint of 

!7 whc1 t Jon - t o comply with the l a w. lC tha t's what 

1a : th:~k ·hat's wh a t we would l ook ai 1s an area, 

i- ~~ ug h. ~o .a~ae~ Lha~ a~ exchange area, which we would 

eq~ate :o a wire c enter o r an exchange area And we 
~ have howe ve :- m n;• a :-e on that. - ~ 

:::~ 'IS . W. ES, He ho w many ex c hanges do you 

:. .. s:::ll have? 

2S MR . HEASTON : It's on the list we eubm'll;ted. 
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A. I can't answer that e xactly . tt• a 

approx imately 35. 

MS . WI EST: It would be attached? 

~R. HEASTON: It's on our e xhibiL LO our 

ap;:,l cation. 

MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's h o w many 

8 service areas yo u wo u ld like the Commission to 

9 designa te for US West at this time? 

10 A . I guess I'm not sure whether we wou ld want to 

11 designate e a ch e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supp osed to 

13 te ll the FCC by December 3 1st wha t your des i gnated 

14 se rv ice area is. 

15 A. 

!6 e x c hange. 

17 

18 a bout it. 

19 

Then l suppose we ought to do it e xchange by 

MS. WIEST: If you wane. more c.ime to think 

MR . HEASTON: Yes, I think I would. I mean 

20 th is is not aometh~ng thac.•s c o me up in the o ther t wo 

21 stat.es that I've done this in, and r had t.he same bas ic 

22 application. 1 will have to -- I wi l l do a la~e-filed 

23 e xhibit o n that. i f l cou ld wi c.h an affidavit from Jon . 

24 

2 5 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

MR . HEASTON: What are y ou relying on a gain, 
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Rolayne ? 

MS. WlEST : Ac tually what as far as the FCC's 

pub lic notice. that was doc ket 96· 4 5 DA 97 · 1892 issued 

9 · 29·97. 

MR HEASTON: 1892 , 

6 MS. WlEST: And I'm also relying on 

7 paragraph• 185, 192. 193 o f the FCC' s unive r sal se r vice 

8 o rder . 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

MR . HEASTO~ : 197, 175 . 

MS. 1'HEST : 157 o r 

MS . CREMER: . es. 192. 

MS . WlES7 : 7he docket number f or the FCC 

13 un i versa l serv1ce 

MR . HEASTON: Not t he docket number but the 

l S o rder number, the orde r number . 

H i MS . WIEST : Okay. l was look i ng at 185, 1 92 

! 7 and paragraph 

18 MR. HEASTON : I got those. Was i t FCC 

19 97 - !57 ? 

MS WIEST : ! 5 7, right. And the other thing 

21 you ml.ght want t o address 1n paragraph 185, f o r 

22 e x a mp l e, it does sa y if a state PUC adopts its e x ist ing 

23 servi c e areas ! or lar~e , LEC's, the1r study a r ea , th is 

24 wo uld erect s1 g n1f1ca nt barriers to entry. We are als 

25 encouraged t o conside r designating service areas that 
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l require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

2 tra ditionally served. 

3 MR. HEASTON: Yes. And, see, thi s -· what 

4 the problem this causes is where you h a ve not 

S considered and have left to the FCC t o determine how 

6 that's go i ng to be modeled from a proxy standpoint. 

7 And, yes, we are advocating smaller geographi c elements 

8 than the wire center for universal high cost support 

9 but I do not have a sou t h Dakotg s~ecifi c look because 

10 this Commission decided not to do their o wn earlie r 

11 this -· a couple months ago. as o p posed to Wyoming and 

12 North Dakota whe re I do have that becaus e those t wo are 

13 looking at doing their o wn, or suggesting their o wn 

1 4 cost study. Sor do have the small grids, as we call 

1S it, and I could identify that for you . I cannot 

16 ident ify anything sma ller than right now than a w1 ~e 

17 c en er. 

18 

19 

20 on Lhis? 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . COIT: Excuse me, 

And l unde r stand that 

may i comment briefly 

I'm not a party but I 

21 do believe it was my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o t disaggregated service a r eas for US West o r 

23 any othe r company may come up. But I would like to say 

24 we certainly have an interest in the issue. And I 

2S think that the FCC rules indicate that -· the orders 
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1 and the rules indicate tha t before c ha ngi n g an e x isting 

2 service area . that the Commission a t the state l eve l 

3 needs to !ind t~lt it's consistent w1th universa l 

4 service r equ1rements. So I think it's a r eally 

S involved 1nvotves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually look1ng at £TC servi c e obligations. You're 

7 ta l k1 n9 about =ak1n9 cha nges 1n a US West service area 

a that could significantly change the leve l of support it 

9 ~19ht receive under a !ederal universal service ! und. 

io nec1s1ons on OS West se r vice area disaggreg at ion and 

!l so !orth could ce r tainly impact ru ral telephone 

22 co~panies as well. And I guess 901n9 into th is 

lj p~ oceed:ng i t was our underst and ing that there are 

:; ce : t a ln established incumbent LEC service areas. and we 

.s d1dn· t ..ind .. rs:.ar.d . : guess. that we - · that the 1ssue 

: p 

1n this US Wee· docket or a ny o f the other ones wou l d 

ee • • t~ reaard to d1saggregatin9 service areas. 

MS W!EST . 1·~ not talk1n9 a bout 

l~ d1aaggregat1n9 service areas. And ! think you have to 

ic recognize the d1s:1nct1on that was made between 

... non r~ra:s and r ura! companies with resp~ct t o service 

:f we want to loo k at doing anything to rural 

2) co-p3n~es wi th respect to disaggregation. we h a ve to 

2~ spec1 f1cally pet1t1on the FCC. That's all !'o talki ng 

~s about, and that's the reason why I o n l y brought up t h is 



issue wi:h respect to US We st. And it's j ust my 

understanding the Commission d o e s have t o do the 

service a r~a in o rder f o r US Wes t to get y ou r 

unive rsal service money. 
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MR. HEASTON: If 1 could have un t i l whatever 

date was suggested earlier on gett i ng the add1t ional 

affidavits in, I'll hav e a recommendatio n f or y o u from 

US West on that . 

MS . WIEST: Ok ay. Ar e there any other 

10 quest ions o f this wi tness? One more q uestion, 

1 1 Mr. Lehner . Do you ha ve a ny observa tion t o what 

12 Mr. Best suggested as adver tisi ng r equi rements f or your 

13 company ? 

14 A . l'm n oc sure chat l u nderst ood exactl y what 

1S he was requ i ring . If the requireme nt is to advertise 

16 it o nce a year in the ne wspa per , I d on 't th ink we h ave 

17 a probl em with chat. 

18 MS . WIEST : And getting ba c k t o single party 

l.9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

2S 

se rv 1ce 1s high cosc. the only barri er i s to p r ovide 

single party se rvi c e to those S2 cus tomers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's posit ion 

that the se ttlement agreement tha t y ou 've stated 1s 

suspended concerning single party service no longer 

applies where I believe y ou stated you would have 
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1 single party service co a ll cus t omers by the yea r 2000? 

2 A. Had the 121 investment prog ram continued , I 

3 would h a ve been out here talk i ng to the staff and to 

4 you about these anyway, because a s we honed down to 

S some to the last fe w on some of these exchanges, 1t 

6 became o b vious that this was th is is f oolish to 

7 spend that kind of money with the curren t technology. 

8 Just doesn't make any sense. 

9 MS. WIEST: That's all I ha'le. Mr. Heaston , 

1 0 you ml g ht also wan t to address the question of whether 

11 the Comm1ss1on h a s the a uthority to provide any de 

12 m1nimus exception to the single par ty without p u~ting 

13 the time line on 1t. 

MR. HEASTON: I don't k now that d e minimus is 

15 the issue. but t do think that you could put a time 

' , . o l!ne on lt and make 1t renewab le that we would have t o 

:? come 1n. 1 th1nk what the rule would a llow you ~o do 

!B lS 1equ1re us to co~e 1n on a regularly - scheduled 

IS basis, maybe annually, maybe semi-annually, to updat e 

2 0 the Comm1ss1on o f where we are t e chnologywise in caking 

21 c are o f these last 5 2 . That wou ld be my posi t ion on 

22 thls is ·hat that puts a time limit on and it make s it 

23 dr1ven by the technology and the affordability of it. 

2 4 MS WI EST: Okay . Any ther questions? 

is COMM :SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a q uestion 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner . And the reason I have a quest ion 1s 

2 because in you r amend~d applJ eation you might have 

3 addressed it, however, T don't have a copy of that and 

4 I apologize. But you addressed in here and you have an 

5 exhibit on you r original appl1cat1on that regards 

6 L1!e1ine. Link Up. And basically what it is it's your 

7 tariff, o r a page that looks li ke a tariff page to me. 

s No w, US West really intends to comply wit h the 

9 Commission o rder in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 A, 

11 

12 that. 

13 A. 

14 

Absolutely, 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l need to know 

And that page doesn't apply any more. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOE NFELDER: Thank y ou. 

lS MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you . 

16 COMMI SSIONER NELSON : I guess I have a 

17 question. You know, you ·· when you were talking about 

18 why you shouldn't have to provide this single party 

19 sysc.ems for these areas that you listed like Spearf t sh 

20 and Pierre and all the list that you went through. 

21 A. Yes . 

22 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Why would it ·· lt just 

23 seems we ird to me that it would be that expensive to 

24 provide those servi c es in some areas . Like Pierre and 

2S Huron, those are pretty·· I mean can you explain that 
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t o me a .it cle bit because I find t ha t a little o dd . 

A. The high cost we' re talking abou t in many 

3 c a ses, not onl y replacing, we ' re ta l king about 

4 customers that were eng1neered proba bly back in the 

5 si x ties and eevent1ee co multi- party serv i ce wit h no 

6 intention o f hav•ng single party se rvi c e . So we ' re 

7 t a l k ing 1n many cases m1lee and miles o f dis tribution 

8 c able, s ome c ases si x pair, 11 pair, maybe even g r eater 

9 pa1r. So we're t a l k ing about now hav1ng to replace 

1 0 that c able with probably 50 pai r o r a hundred pair 

1 l c a ble. And we'r e also t a l k1ng about many cases where 

:2 at the end o f that c ab l e we have to e xtend what some 

13 people wi ll c all a d r o p, what I call a pair of wires , 

1~ sometimes several m1les. And i n o rder to provide 

15 single party se rv ice -- well , I t a ke that back i n that 

16 c ase . The drop piece of that will be ok ay . I wa s 

17 think ing o ! 1f they have mo r e than one line. But we're 

18 tal k ing about d1scr1but1 on c able, we 're talking about 

:9 !ceder, and we 're ta1k 1ng 1n some cases about PAIR GAIN 

20 sys t ems that are J~•t p! a in !ull. I'm talking about 

21 systems that you've hea rd li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 to need to be r ep:aced. It's e xpensive . 

23 COMM: Ss : ONER NE LSON: I guess in ~y mind it 

24 seems to me tha t cost prohibi t i ve -- I d idn't exact l y 

25 env1s1on exactly wha~ y ou were just expla i n i ng co me 
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l because I was thinking maybe these lines had to be run 

2 o ut miles and miles and miles a nd there's nobody out 

3 there or someth i ng. But if this is in a fa irl y 

~ populated area, and it doesn't seem to me that these 

S people should have to live with just two party 

6 telephones ·stem when most o f the world doesn't, as we 

7 know it in South Dakota, doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. 1 mean I'm 

9 looking for some reason why that' s a cceptable. 

1 0 especially when some of those little companies are 

ll s ay i ng that they got maybe three or fou r people left 

12 that they don·t have that service for and they've made 

13 every effort to say, well, we wa nt a waiver but we will 

1 q d o it by the end of the year o r whatever. 

l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 , 

25 

A . I thin k that most o f the companies you've 

been listening to up until now ·· and I obviously c a n't 

speak f o r them, but I think you're talking about 

engineering that was done probably 1 5, 20 years ago in 

most of these companies· c ases where they at the time 

spent the money t o do that. We did not do that . We 

pr o vided distr ibution systems that were literally 

designed not to prov1de single party service. There 

are d i fferen t funding mechanisms and different 

requirements that we've had. They've had the ability 

to spend that kind o f mo ney and recover it. Now, I c an 
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1 spend $1 00,000 or $150,000 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these, but somewhere that has to be recovered a nd 

3 1t isn't going t o be recovered !ro m a customer. That 

4 customer isn't going to pay for that. 

s COMMtSSl ON£R NELSON: It seems to me this 

6 flies in the !ace of what the governor's bill said l a st 

7 yeiu· . ! mean here we're t a l king mak ing ava ilable high 

8 technology to everybody 1n South Dakot a . Basically 

9 that·• what the bill says. And we're talking here some 

10 people that aren't even going to have sing le pa r ty 

1: 1 telecommun1cat1on in t his state. 

. ~ A. Comm1ss1oner, all l can tell y o u 1s what the 

~ l cost 1 S. And I think that's -- think that· s, unless 

,4 there's a reco~ery mechanism, it would make no sense to 

15 spend that kind o ! money. 

16 re commend lt. 

And I ce rta inl y wouldn't 

:, CHAIRMAN BURG: The question 1 have in the 

:~ ~£- :r.dustry when we have these k1nd o f s1cuat1ons once 

tn a while th•re•s a nothe r pro vider that 1s closer that 

20 cc1n do i t . Woul d that be the case to any o f these? 

21 ~ould that be a reasonable solution ever? 

23 

., . _., 

25 

A , Yes. :t woul d. And, Commissione r, if !the re 

1s c1ny company ln this r oom that would like to serve 

any o! these 52. ! w.;)u ld be happy to negotiate . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 think maybe when we 're down 
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to 52, we ought t o get a list o f those names and see if 

we coul d work it o ut. I sha re what Counse l has sa i d . 

I 'm not sure we c an make t h e e xception. l kno w that 

us West's counsel has given us what l cal l a sho rt 

term one, tha t 1n other words, we could give the wa i ve r 

f o r a li mited period of t ime , but l don't k now that's 

an indefinite solution and we probably ought to wor k -­

look at wo r k ing together to meet and find t he solution 

t o mee t the FCC ru l es l think if we c an. But so many 

-- maybe, l guess, wha t I would l! ke t o r equest 1s the 

a c tual name and location o f those 52 filed at some 

time. 

not. 

A . 

l d on ' t ca re whether it's par t o f this docket or 

I think that c an be pro vided . 

MS. WIEST: Any othe r questions ? If n ot, 

16 than k you. 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG: I suppose we do need somt 

18 typ• o f wa1 ver tn o rder to grant them an ETC status 

19 MS. WIEST: Sor ry, for wh ic h no w? 

20 CHA!RMAN BURG : For single party . 

21 MS. WJEST: At chis time staff has a witness 

22 on t h i s c as e f irst . 

23 MS. CREMER: Staff would call Harlan Best . 

2 4 HARLAN BBST, 

25 called as a wi tness , being previous l y s wo rn. 
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1 was e xamined and te &t1f 1ed as follows: 

2 PlRECT EXAMINATION 

3 BY ~ S. CR EMER : 

Q. Ha r lan were you the analyst assigned t o 

5 TC97-163. US West's appl ication? 

6 A • Ye s. 

7 And have you rev iewed that appli c a tion by OS 

s west ? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And would y ou agree wi th Mr . Lehner when he 

ll test!!1ed earl1e1 tha t th ey met a ll the r equi rements of 

12 ~ 7 CFR 5 ~ ·101? 

A. 

14 

15 /L 

That they h a ve met those ? 

Yes. 

Yes. with the d1scuss1on tha t we've had on 

16 s1ngle party . 

Ri ght. Okay . And a t your r ecommendat1 on f or 

:e advert1s1ng. would th~t be the same f o r US West as it 

1~ was :o r Lhe othe~s ? 

:: 0 

:n 
, . _., 

;\ . y •• s . 

And what would yo ur recommenda ti on be f or the 

=om~1ss1on 1n de: . n1ng a se rv ice area f or us We st? 

A. It wou:d be the w1 re c en t er . 

MS. CREMER: That's a ll t h e q uestions l wou ld 



MS. WIEST: 

MS. WlLKA : 

MS. WIEST : 

Any questiQns, M~, Wilk~? 

No questions. 

Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURO: The question I'd have i s 

S7 

based on that. should we no t • • I mean 1s this·· what 

do l call it? Ia this a document that is f iled in 

7 these hearings? 

8 MS. CREMER: Yes. 

9 CHAIRMAN E.URG: I guess I think we ought to 

10 correct that exhibit to put no o n each o f those chat 

11 we've made a waiver for on the s ingle part y because I 

12 believe the answer is n o and we' v e ma de a waiver t o 

13 satis fy that. 

1 4 MS. CREMER: Okay. 

15 

16 

17 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Since that•s f iled. 

COMMlSS!ONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not moved 

for a wa iver in that. area, have we? 

18 CHAl RMAN BURG: Yes, f or six months on o ne 

19 othe r company . 

20 MS. WIEST: We have two s~ngle par ty wa ivers 

21 I so far, but US Wes t we haven 't moved yet; right ? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: But if we do and f or any we 

23 d o , since he's a witnes s on the stand and this is his 

24 document, I think that chis document shou ld be 

25 corrected co re flect , n o . they do not meet that co 
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l c o incide w1 th the wai ve r s we 've g iven . 

2 

3 

MS . CREMER : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I don't know. What 

; d o we need t o d o t o Qa ke sure that correction 1s made? 

MS . W: EST : 1 believe there are t h ree 

6 companies tha t d o no c a t this t ime pro vide single party 

7 serv1ce , s o all they woul d have t o do is change that 

e yes t o no ! o r tho se Sta t e l i ne . Ven ture. and Us West; 

9 r.ght? 

CHAlRMAN BtJRG : And the tes timony on ~he 10 

l : reco rd s adequ a te t o a c c omplish that ? 

1 ) 

l~ wo ndered . 

: s 

!!> Weet have ? 

A . 

MS . WlEST : Yea. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . That's a ll l 

MS. WI EST : So how many wire centers d oes US 

3 8 . 

MS . W l ES':' : 3 8 . Thank y o u. Any other 

19 q u e s tions o ! th1 s Wl~ n ess ? 

20 

2 l 

MS. CREMER : 

MS. WIEST : 

No. 

Wo uld yo u like to adm i t this 

22 d oc ke t t o r the p u rpo s ~ s o f this d o cke ~? Before I o nly 

23 admi tted it ! o r the ot hez d oc ke ts. 

MS. CREMER : Ac tuall y I wasn't g oi ng t o move 

25 1t int o this o ne be c ause peop l e centif1ed t o it, so I 
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didn't really need it i n mine . 

move it. 

But l can c erta i n ly 

MS. WIEST: It's up to you. 

MS. CREMER: We d on 't need i t in this d ocket . 

MS. WIE ST: An y oc her questi o ns o f this 

witness? Thank you. Anyt h i ng else from any o f the 

parties? At this t ime l believe the Commission will 

ta ke these matters under advisement . We are w~iting 

for s ome l a te-filed e xhibits in s o me dock e ts, ~nd it 

will be possibl e that perhaps the Commi s sion will make 

th~ decisions either a t a Commiss ion meeting or a t the 

December 2nd hear i ng o n some other related £TC 

dockets . Are there any quest ions from anybo dy or any 

comme n ts? 

MR. COIT: I wo uld just, fo r the r eco rd, li ke 

to t o r mally request t hat the Commission designa te e ,ch 

o ! Lhe ·· based upon the reco rd. t h e affidav its ye t •o 

be submitted. that the Commission designa te e a ch oft ~~ 

r ural telephon e compan ies, SOITC membe r compan i es, as 

ETC's and that thei r study areas be des1gnated a o the i r 

serv1 c e area . That's all I have. 

MS. WI EST: Thank y o u. That will c lose the 

hearing. 

(THE HEARI NG CONC~UOEO AT 3:50 P . M.) 
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tateline 
nlecomm nicatiom. l nr.--------

South Dakota PubUc UUIIUes Commiss ion 
St.ate Capitol BuJldJng 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre. SD 57501-5070 

AucntJon: Mr. WUJlam Bullard 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

June 12. 1997 

RECEIVED 

JIJN I I l99i 
SOUTH DA 
IJT1llTIEs c~OMTA PUBLIC 

MISSION 

Enclosed you will Ond one orlglnal and ten copies of our formal request to be 
designated as an e.Uglblc TelccommunlcaUons Carrier ln the state of South 
Dako!Jl. 

If nddJUonal Information Is needed. I m:ay be reached at 605-244 -5236. 

Enclosure 



TC97-081 

BEFORE TH E PUBLIC UTILITIES COM M ISSION 
RECEIVED 

OF THE STATE Of SOUTH OAK< 1TA 

lN 'il'HE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF' ) 
STATEUNE TELECOMMOMCATIONS. ) 
CNC. FOR DESIGNATION AS AN EUGIBLE ) 
TEl!.ECOMMOMCATIONS CARRIER ) 

Jl} fl ' 6 1997 

. 1. . CTA PUBLIC 
REQUEST FOR ETC E. ~0 MM,ss10N 

DESIGNATION' 

Stateline TclccommunlraUon~. Inc. ("Slatcllne"J pursuant to -17 United S tutes Code 

SccOon 214(el and 47 Code of ~·cdcrnl Reguln,tlons Section 5-1.201 hereby s«ks from lhc 

Public UllllUei, Commission ("Commission· ) dcslgnnUon :l!l nn ·cUglblc tclecommunlcnUons 

corner· within the local cxchnnl(e areas thot consUtutc It& scn1oc .irca In South Dnkola . 

In suppon or this request. Stntcllnc offers the followtn1r 

I. Pursuant to 4 7 U.S.C. § 2 l 4(e) It ls the Commission's rcspon11lblllty to dc,stgnntc 

local cxchange earners ("LECs") as ·e~ble t.clccommuntc.iUons cnmcn· ("ETCs"). or In 

other words. to determine which LECs ho\'c n.s,i-umcd unlvcnml scn1cc obllgnUons 

c<mslstent with the (cdernl law nnd should be deemed cllglble lo reccJVc fodcrnl u n lvel"l!lal 

service support. At le;:iitt one cl~ble telecommunlcnUons earner ls to be designated b)• lhc 

Commission for etu:h iicrvfce nrca In the S ta le. HOWC\W, In the c.'l&c: of atc.'\S served by 

·rurnJ telephone compa.nlc3". the Commission may not designate more thnn one LEC o.s 

an ETC without n.n n O.ndlng that such addlllonnl dcslgnaUon would be In the public 

Interest . Under 47 CrR § 54.201. beginning Jnnunry I , 1998. only teJe<:0mmunlcnUons 

caniers tl1at hm·e rcttlvcd de11lgn11Uon fmcn Lhe Conuntsslon to serve M an eligible 

leleocommuntcmlons cnn1er with.In lhclr sen1cc area wtll be eltgfble to receive (cdernJ 

unlvc,rsaJ service suppon. 

2 Stateline Is the fnclUUcs·based !oc.:il c:xchnnge earner p~nlly provldlnit locnl 

cxchnnge telecommunlcallon5 scnrfccs tn the followln!( cxchnugc:s. 

Newell 
Nisland 
Lemmon 

605-456 
605-257 
005-374 and 701 -376 

S tateline to Its knowledge Is the only C."lrrler 1od.-.y pro,rfdlng loc.'ll exchange 

lelecommunlcnUons services In the abo\'c ldenUO.cd cxchnnP,c nrcn,.. 

• ElUU IIT 

I ' 



3 . Stotellne In nccortl "~U1 47 Cf'R § 54 101 11flen1 lhc follow\111( locnl exchange 

telecommunlc:llll'ns -sc"1cc,- lo nil consi.11nc:rs throusthout Its sen1ce :u...,:, 

• Voice avndc neceS$ to the public switched network. 

- Locnl cxchn111tc service lndudlnl! nn nmount of local ll"-'11.C tree of pc:r 

minute chnrgc:s uradcr n Ont rntcd loc:tl 1.SCrvicc p.-iclmiic: nnd Rb port 

of a measured local scrv1cc orTcrtra,i: 

• Dual tone mulll-frequcncy sl{(n:tllnl(. 

• Access to emcl"!lency SC1"\1ccs such ru, 91 I or enhanced 91 I public sel"\1.ccs: 

• Access to opcr:11or scmces. 

Access lo lntercxchnn2e service • 

• At. ess to director)• MSl!ltrutc-e. nud 

- Toll blocklraic service to qunltncd low,tucome consumers. 

1\i; noted alxl\'e, Stntc:hnc (loc_o, pr0\1Je toll llmltnllcm SCl"\"ICC: fn the form of toll 

blocklnl( to qunllfyln2 consumers. however. the additional toll llmltntlon SCl"\lcc of "toll 

control" ~ defined In the new FCC' unJvcrsal M"l"\'ICC rules (47 C''f"R § 54 400(3)1 Is not 

provided St.11telln1e ls not ll"-'llre lhnt any l0t "ll e,'(chnn2e l't\l' er In Soutl1 D:lkotn hns a 

current cnpnblllty to pro\1dc :,uch ~"·Ice. The: FCC t,t.wc: no lndlcmton prior to the ttl­

of its unJv..-No"ll 5erv1cc order (FCC 97 °157) :that toll control would be Imposed :,.s M :ETC 

!ICI''lt'e requirement and. 10 our lnformoUon o.nd belief. as n ttsult. I.ECs nollonwidc ore 

no t poslllrm"'1 to mnxe the SC:l"\1C'C tmmcdJntcly ovnUabk In order for St.o1el1nc to pro,'1de 

the scl"\·lcc:. addltlonnl us:i~e t.mckln.ii nnd ::itorn~e cnP3bll!Uct- wtll M\'t to be msllll!C'd In 

11.5 IOC"-al switchlnit cqulpmcn l Al minimum. the scrv1cc require, n swttchlnl( sort""-.itt 

upl(rodc: and 01 thl'> time: Stateline 15 fm·e~u,-atln,I( and n\lcmpllnit to determine whc-thcr 

tl,c ncccssnrv !IOftworc hM been developed and when II ml,ll.ht become n\·nllablc 

Accordlnitly. Stateline IS fnt'cd with c.'(t'cpllonnl clrcum,1:1.nces conccmln2 Its nbll1f"; 

too mnkc the t ll control SC1"\1cc nvnllublc ns ,ict forth In Ilic F'CC's unfvcr<,.'\l scrvicc rulca 

nnd rn<L~I rc:qncst n wnlvcr from the requirement 10 pro,1de such ,w:rv1ce At th!,\ lime. n 

waiver for n pcnod of one year Is request,cd. Prtor to the end of the one year period. 

Suitcllne wlll report back to the.- Comm.issfon wflh spec10c Information lndJcnUng when the 

ncees~'ll)' nc:rwork upg:mdcs cnn be mndc and t11c service ron be n1adc: nvaflable to Ml>lst 

2 



now Income cu:11omer.1. The Commis,lon may properly l(ranl n wnJvcr from 1.hc ·t.ou 
cotllrol" rcqulrcme1,1 pursuaut to 47 CFR 54 IOl(c) . 

4 . Stntcllne h1u, prc,·touslv nnd ,.,JI continue to nd,·crtlsc lhc o,';)Jl11blllty o( its locnl 

cxchru11(c scrvlecs In media o( ,l!cnc:ral dtst.nb11tlo11 throughout Uh e:xd1nn,'lc nrens SCl'\'Cd. 

Prior to this fillnl(. S1ntclt111: has not generally ndvcl'U!led the prtccs chnrl(ed for nil of the 

11bovc-ldcnUOed scrvtcc:s. It will do so golnli( forwnrd In accord With nny spcc.10c od~-cnJslnjl 

si.nndnrds lllnt the Commission mny de,•clop 

5 Based on the forc,l!olnl(. Stntcllne respectfully request llln1 l11e Commwlon . 

{nl grant n tempornry \l.';)Jvcr of Ute requlrcmcn t to pro,1dc ·toll control" service; 

and 

(bl ,cirnnt nn ETC dcsl)tnallon to Stntelh,c covcnns; nll of tl1e loail exchru:igc areas 

lllat consUtute Its present service n.r,e."l 

7A 
Dated U1ls // - day of June. 1997 

Stntcllnc Telcconunun1c:atlom1, Inc. 

Onrn.,11 D. llcndcrson. Ccncml Mano;ier 

3 



tateliee-r nre c-n-,nirntion,;. Inc 

"--'""-'...__...._---" ~ l '"ru1«1lnsi 1b. l.fflln1flft, ,,,. .. 11 and ',hQncl •.uhana,-. ln llw \\'"'111 

State of South Dn.kota 
Public UUUtlcs Commission 
Stale Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501-5070 

Altcn Uon: Karen Cremer 

Dear Ms. Cremer: 

RE: Do<:kcl 111 C97 ·081 

October 13 . 1997 

RECEIVED 
0( 

In response !o your October I . 1997 request. enclosed you w111 flnd vcnncauon 
of slnglc·party service ru1d link-up and IJJeUnc progrrun!l provided by our 
company. 

If you have any quesllons or I( addltlonal lnfonnallon ls needed. I can be 
readied at (6051 244- 5236. 

Sincerely. 

~O. H, nd, 
General M.an~er 

DOH:ss 

Enclosure 

I'. 0 . Koi 39. Pbon. SD !i7h20. !'boor: 611S.W ,~lJ6. f'a.: fiOS-2.U, 7 l.113 

• IXHflrT 
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE INCl.UDED II 
DOCK.ET #TC 97-08 1 

I. StatcUnc Telccommunfcallons . lnr .(S11) has availab le single party service 
tc, 1110/,t l'Ustomers. At the prc.-;cnt tim e. S11 has ten c·ustomcrs with two• 
pany sen -Ire. some of wh td1 have requested to remain on two-pany 
scn 'lrc. Al th is lime. STI requests a waiver for om: ycnr to meet the 
rc.-qufrements or single party sell'Vlcc. 

2 . Sta teline Tclecomrnunlcallons. Inc. rurrenUy olTers li fe.line and link u p 
local service discounts ,vtlhln fls exchange areas . Beginnin g J a nuary I. 
1998. the pro/{rarns will tit- offered under new tcm 1s In accord with tl1e 
FCC m ies. •I 7CFR 5-1.400•54.-l 17 and any PUC decisions conccmtn~ 
fm plcmcntotkm of the expanded proArams. 

·oarrcll D. 1 lcndcrson . being d uly sworn s ta l<.'S that he Is the CencmJ Manager 
for the rcsf)(111ding party. that he hac. read the lnJUal ETC appllcallon and t he 
foregoin~. ,md the same arc tnic to h~s own best k11owledge. lnfonnatlon and 
!belief: 

D""h' .lf: dny or O"ob<,. 1997 Slgne~{)w~ -
Title &<-trl'OI U-Ht:?f-C 

ST,\TE OF South Dakota 

COUNlY OF Perkins 
ss 

d, 
On this thc...LJ _.... day of Oc:iobcr. 1997, personally apJ)('arcd 

ll<n<1wn to rn(' to be the pcn,on who cx,·rutcd the for~oln~ lnstnunent .md 

ac::knowlcdgcd 10 me that he executed Ute same. 

(SEAi.! 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE $TATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
STATELIP..c TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER ANO NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97--081 

On June 16. 1997. the Pubhc Ut1ht1es Commission (Commission) received a request for 
designation as an ehgtbkl telecommunleatJons ca.mer (ETC) from Statehne Tetec:ommumcations. Inc 
(STI} STI requeste1 des,gnaliOn as an efigtbl'e telecommumcauons camer within the local exchange 
areas that constitute its service area. 

The Commiss,on electronically lransm,tted notice of the f1l1ng and the mtervent,on deadline 
to interested 1ndrvtduals and entities No perscn or entity filed to intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997. the Commission set lhe heanng for this matter for 1.30 p.m on November 19, 
1997, on Room 412. State Capitol. P:erre, South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the hearing, the Comm,ss,on granted STI a one year 
waJVer ol lhe requlfement to prov1do toll conlrOI serv,ce within its serv,ce trea and a waiver until June 
I , 1998, of the reqwement to provide single pany service At Its Oecem~r 11 . 1997, meitling, the 
Commission granted ETC deslgnatoon to STI and designated Its study area as its seMCe :area 

Based on the evidence of recotd, the Commlss,on enters the following Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 16, 1997, the CommtSSIOO received a request for designatoon as an ETC from STI. 
STI requested deslgnat,on as an ETC with, n the local exchange areas that constitute ,ts service 
area STI serves lhe following ex~es· Ne.....eQ {SQS-'456); N1lland (605-257), and Lemmon (605-
374, 701-376) Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2). the Commission 1s requored to designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area de~gnated 
by the Commission 

Iii 

Pvrsuant to 47 us C § 214(eJ(1), a common earner that ,s designated as an ETC ,s eligible 
10 receive unrversal serv,ce support and shall. 1htoughout Its service area. ofler the services !hat are 
supponed by federal universal service suppon mechanisms erther using its own fac:ihbes or a 
comb1na11on ol its own raoht,es and resaht ol another carrie(s services The camer must also 
adven,se the ava1lab1hty of such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
dlstnbuhon 



IV 

The Federal Communbhons Comm1ss1011 (FCC) hu des,gnaled the fOllowlng seMCH or 
funcllonall1ll! as !hose S\JPl)Otled by federal ~ seMCe suppo,1 mecnan,s,ns ( 1) 11o;ee grade 
acx:us to the publlc SWl!ched ~ (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mull>-fr9quency s,gn.allng or its 
fund>onal equal, (4) smgle party serv,ce or ,ts lunclJOn.ll equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services; (6) access to operator services, (7) acceu to ,nterexchange service, (8) access to 
directory ass,stance: and (9) toll h1T11ta11on tor qualifying tow-,ncome consumers 47 C FR § 
54 101(a ) 

V 

M pan of ,u obl,gations as an ETC, an ETC IS required to malle andable ltfeltne and Link 
Up services to quahfylng low•lncome consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 405, 4 7 C F R § 54,411 

VI 

STI offers v0tce grade access to the public SWttched ne"'°'°"' to all consumers throughout 
,ts service area Exh1b1l 1 

VII 

STI offers local exchange servic:e tndud1119 an amounl of local usage free of per minute 
charges to al consumers thn>u9hout dS sennce area Isl 

VIII 

STI offers o.al tone mutu-frequency s,gnahng 10 av consumers lhrougheut its service area 

IX 

STI offers single party service to all but 10 consumers throughout ,ts serv,ce area Exhibit 
2 STI requested a waiver of the reqwement to prov!de single party Sl!fVice to au customers untd 
June 1, 1998 Tr at 19-20 

X 

STI offers access 10 emergency services 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area. 
Extubtt 1 

XI 

STI offers access to operator services to an consumers throughout 11s serv,c;e area Isl 

XII 

STI offers access 10 interexehange servces 10 al consumers ttvoughout 1ts seMCe area 

2 



XIII 

STI offers access 10 d1ree1ory ass,slance 10 all consumers throughout its service area. Ill. 

X IV 

One of the seMCes required 10 be provided by an ETC to quahlying low-income consumers 
Is toll limitation. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(9). Toll limitation consists of both toll blocking a.nd toll 
control 47 C F.R. § 54 400(d) Toll control is a servtce that allows consumers to specify a certain 
amount of lOlf usage lhat may be incurred per month or per billlng cycle 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(c). Toll 
blodllng ls a s8fVice that lets consumers elect not to allow the complebOn of outgoing toll calls 47 
C F.R. § 54.<IOO(b) 

xv 

STl offers toll bloddng to all consumers throughout Its service area Exhibit 1. 

XVI 

STI does not c:unenlly offer IOU control . Ill In order for STI to provide toll amtrol, ad.dilional. 
usage tracking and ilorage capabt'litles win have to be installed in its local switching equipment STI 
Is attempting lo detennlne whelher the necessa,y software has been developed and wtlen 1t might 
become available. lll 

XV11 

ST1 stated that it is raced with exceptional circumstances conceming its ability to make toll 
control service avallable and requested a one year waiver from lhe requirement lo provlde such 
service lll Prior 10 the end or the one year penod. STI will report back to the Commission with 
specific Information indicating when the networlt upgrades can be I" ade in order to provide toll 
control lll 

XVIII 

With rasped to the ~abon to advertise Iha availabdlty of services supported by lhe federal 
universal service support mechanism and the cttarges for those selVIClls using media of general 
dislnbution, sn stated that ii advemses the availability of its local a.change services in media of 
general d,stnbutlon throughout its service area. However, STI has I\Ot generally advertised the 
prnces for these serv1ees. lsl, STI stated ,ts Intention to comply wilh any advertising standards 
developed by the Commission. Isl 

XIX 

sn currently offers u fehne and Lmk Up service discoun1s 1n Its e>tchanges Exhlbrt 2. S TI 
will orrer the Lh'ehne and Link Up service discounts in all of ds serv,ce area beginning Janual'lf 1, 
1998, in accordance with 47 C.F R §§ 54.400 to 54 417. iticlus,ve. and any Commission imposed 
requirements E'lChibit 2. 

xx 

The Commission finds that STI currently provtdes and will contmue to provide the following 
sel\llC81 0< lunclionafiues throughout tis serv,ce area· (1) v01ce grade access to the public swrtcilled 
networ11; (2) tocul usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency s,gnalmg, (4) single-party service to all but 
10 customers, (5) access to emergency services, (6) access 10 operator services: (7) access 10 

J 



lnterexchange service; (8) access to din!ciory assistance; and (9) toll bl<)clong for quahfylng low­
,ncome consumers 

XXI 

The Commlss,on finds that pursuant lo 47 C.F.R. § 54 101(c) 1t will grant STI a waiver of the 
requirement to offer single party service untJI June 1, 1998. Tho Commission finds that ex.ceptloflaf 
cin:umstarices pceveot STI from meeting the single party service requiremert and will allow a watver 
of the requirement for the 10 remaining customeJrS until June 1. 1998. 

XXII 

The ComrrusSlOO flllds that pursuant to 47 C F R. § 54 101 (c) ii will grant STI a waiver of the 
requirement to offer toll control services until December 31, 1998. The Commission finds that 
exc;eptional circumstances prevent ST1 from providiAg toll control at th,s tome due to the d,ff,cufty in 
ob1a,ning the neces.sary software upgrades to prcvlde the service 

XXIII 

The CommiHion finds lhal STI intends to pt6vlde Ufeline and Link Up programs to qualify:ing 
customers throughout ,ts service area consistent wolh state a.nd federal rules and orders, 

XXIV 

The Commission finds that STI shall advertise the ava,fabillty of the services supported] by 
the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor throughout ,ts service 
area using media ot general dlsllibutlon onee eadl year. The Commission further finds that If !he 
rate for any of the. services supported by the federal universal service support mechanism changH, 
the new rate must be advertised using media of general dlstnbut.ion 

XXV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), the Commission designates $Tl's current study area1 as 
,ts service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsd1C11on over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1·26. 49-·31. 
and 47 u.s.c § 214. 

If 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e){2). the Commission Is required to designate a common 
ca mer that meets the reqwrements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area deslgna.ted 
by the Commission. 

1111 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1), a common carrier that ls designated as an ETC ls eligible 
to receive universal serv!c:e support and shaU, throughout its service area, offer the services thal are 
supported by federal universal service support. mechanisms either using its own racifllles or a 
combination of ,ts own facllii,es and resale of another carrier's services. Tllo uttfer ffliJJI also 
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.advet1ise the availability or such services and the rates for the servoces usmg media or general 
,d1stnbutlon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the rotlow,ng serv,ce.s or lunct10naht1es as those supported by 
federal universal service support mechanisms (1) voice grade access 1.0 the public SWl1ched 
inetworll; (2) local usage: (3) dual tone mull1-lrequency s1gnafing or its fundlonal equal, (4) single 
!PBrty selV1C8 or i ts functional equivalent, (5) access 10 eme,vency serv,ces, (6) access to operator 
services. (7) aec&ss 10 interexchange serv,ee, (8) access to d irectory as.s,stance, and (9) toll 
!imitation tor qvahfymg low-income consumers. 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As part ol its obhga11ons as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make available Ufebne and Link 
Up services 10 quahfytng low-income consumers. 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54.411 

VI 

STI has me1 the requirements of 47 C.F R § 54 101(a) w,th the ~cepl!On of the abthty to 
offer toll control and the ability 10 offer s,ngte party seMce 10 all oi 11s customers Pursuant to 4 7 
C F R § 54 101(c). the Comm1ss100 concludes that STI " ,n demonstrated exceplJOOal 
att:umStances that juS1ify grantmg rt a wan1er of the requirement to oller toll control untJI December 
31, 1998 a.nd a waiver of the requ,rement to offer s.ngte party serv,ce until June 1. 1998 

VII 

STt SllaP provide Lifelloe and link Up programs to quabfy.ng customen throughout t1S setvtee 
area consistent with state arid federal rules and orders 

VIII 

STt sl'laD advertise the avaJlabt&ty or the servic.es supported by the federal urwersal servtee 
suppot1 mechanism and the charges therefor usmg media of general drstrtbot,on once eacri, year. 
II the rate for any or the services supportetl by the federal on1versal serv;ce suppo,t mechanism 
changes. the new rate shall be advet11sed using media or general d1stnbu1100 

j)( 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C § 214(e)(5). the Commission de~nates STYs current study a~ as 
11S servtce area 

area 

X 

The CommtSSlOO designates STI as an eltg,ble telecommunk:al!Ons earner for ,1s service 

It IS there'ore 

ORDERED. that STl's current s1udy area ,s designated as Its sen,,ce area. arid 1115 

FURTHER ORDERED, that ST! shall be granled a waNer of the requ,rement to offer s ,ngte 
party service 10 au consumers un111 June 1, 1998, and 11 is 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that STI shall be granted a waiver or the requirement to offer toll 
control services until December 31, 1998, and it Is 

11 Is 
FURTHER ORDERED. lhat sn Shall rauow llhe advenismg requirements as hst.ed above; and 

FURTHER ORDERED. lhat STI is designated as an eligible teleoommunicat.ions carrier for 
11s service area 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order-s duly entered on the / 7 r;lday or December. 
1997. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32. this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery of the decision by the parties 

Dated at Piem,, South Dakota, this / 'l '{;{,. day of December, 1997 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ev ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

OfFlCIAl. SEAL 
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Stateline 

BUI Bullard 
South Dakota Public UUllllcs CommJsslon 
Stale Capitol Bulldlng 
500 E.1Sl Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

December 23. 1997 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 6 1.997 
SOUTH 0Af<OTA PUBLIC 
UTIJ.ITlfS ~~MMISSION 

EnclOS<.'<I you wtU nnd a s igned copy of Stateline Tclecomr. mnlcaUons. Inc. 
Ufellne and Link-Up Plan and "Exhibit A" which Is a copy of t he South Dakota 
Pulr>llc UUIIUes Commissions (SDPUCJ Fi nal Order a nd Decision regardJng the 
South Dakota Llfcline and Unk-Up program. 

I h,wc been assured by the South Dakota Public uuuues Commission Utal a 
copy of our Ellglble TclccommunlcaUons Carrier deslgnaUon has been provtdcd 
to all a ppropriate agencies by Ute SDPUC. 

If additional lnformaUon or certlflcaUon ls needed. please advise al your 
car,Ucsl convenlence. 

]l.~g-i/h_ 
Darrell D. lie!{~.,. 
CenernJ Manager 

Dl>ll;ss 

Enclosure 



LIFELl!".E ANID LINK UP PLA~ 
OF ~'TATELINE TELECOMMUl'ilCATIONS. INC. 

The S1atchnc Tcl~-commumca1ions, Inc subrmlS this plan pursuam to J 7 CFR ~ 54 .:01 (d). 
S1:a1clme Tclccommun1ca11ons. Inc. has been dc:s1gnmcd as an eligible 1c· c.ommunicauons earner 
b) the South Dako1a Public: Uuhtics Commission ("'SDPUC"') .ind, .is ~uch. must make L1fclinc 311d 
I ink Up ~crvicc :111:ulJblc to qu:tlifymg low-in.come consumers as set lbnh m the Comm1.ss1on's 
F, ,wl Order tmtl fJcns1011 • • Vo11cc of F.111ry of Di:cwon dated November 18. 1997, issued 1n Docket 
TC97, 150 (lo 1hc /\J;um of 1hc Jnvcsu1:n1ioo ,mo ibc I 1(elioc ilild Lmk Up PmJ:OI01S), v.hich is 
,llf:iched ;i.,, faluhit A. and con.sistcnt "llh 1he cntcria cstabhshcJ under J 7 CFR ~§ 54 .!ICM) 10 
SJ, 4 17, inclusive 

A. Grnrnl 

n,e I 1fchne .md Lmk lip programs ass1$t qualified tow,mcomc consumcrs by pro'ldmg 
for rC'duccJ monthly charges and reduced conncctu:in ch:,rgcs for local tc(ephonc sc"1cc 
The ;15$1Stance Jpph,-,. 10 J smglt 1clcphonc hnc at J quaJ11ied consumer's pnnc,pal plJCc of 
rem.fence 

2 ,\ qualified low-income consumer 1s a telephone subscnbcr "ho panic1patcs m :n least 
one of the follov.111~ pubhc :1Ss1s1W1cc progr .. ms: 

'1. :-.kd1c,11d 
b Food Suunps 
c Supplcmcnt:il Sccunty Income (SSI) 
d Fcdeul Publ ic Housing ,\ss1s1ancc 
e Low,lncomc Home Eni.-rgy Assistance Pros= ILHEAP) 

3 ,\ qunhlictl lo" -income consumer 1s c:hg,blc to rccc1Vc cnhcr or both L1fehnt' 11nd 
L1nJ.Up assistance 

J St:itchne T decommumcauons, tnc. "111 ad\cn1sc the ava1lnlnl11~· of Lafehnc JJ1d Link l 'p 
)Cn-tccs ;111d the charges therefore using moo1a of general d1s1nbu1ton llld in 3ccord v.11h .in} 
rules 1h.11 may be developed by the SDPt.:C for apphcn.11on 10 eligible tclecommumc.auons 
c:1mcrs 

S In addiuon. S1a1ctinc Tekcommunic:111ons. Inc. as required by the Final Onl.:r am/ 
D.:t'mt)11. 1\ '011<:c- <Jf Ent') of f)e<:won of the SDPL'C (Exh1b11 Al. wi ll md1catc m 11 's J11nwil 
rcpon to 1he SDPUC the number of subscnbcrs \> llhm u·s scn1cc arcu rccc111mg Llfcline 
and'or Link Up :1SS1s1ancc, In addition. 1h1s information will be provided 10 the Um,mal 
Service Adminmr:111,c Company ("USAC"') 

6 lnformauon as 10 the number of ccosumcrs qualifying for Ltfohne and.or Lull. t.:p 
;w151ance cannot currently he provided by Suut>hne Tclccommun1cat1ons. Inc bec:tusc 11 
h.a., no .ace~ 10 the goh·mmcnt mfomia11on n«C$Slll)' to Jctcm11nc: ho" man~ of 11~ 

telephone subscnbcrs arc pan1c1paung in the abo,•c referenced public assuimcc program, 
\\'11hout 1h1s ,nformluon. S1a1ehne Tclccomrnumca11ons, Inc c;m,101 proqdc • .it this umc, 
c,tn a rc.iwnahh: wam.itc of 1hc numbl:'r of tts ~bsmbcrs \1 ho. atkr Janu.tr) I. 199 . \\ 111 
be rcce1'111g L1fehnc ,111d.'or Link l 'p sc"1cc. Information as 10 the number of 1b lo" 



income sub5<:nbcrs qualifying for Lifeline: 311d/or Link Up cJn be provided afkr :ipplic.it1ons 
for L1fohnc nnd Lmk Up ass1sumcc have been received by S1n1chnc T clecommumc:mons, 
Inc 

7 In acconl w11h 1hc SDPUC's Final Ortli:r and Decmon, No11rt! of £ntn of Dccuin11. 
S1a1cli11c Tclccommunica1ions. Inc wdl make ~pphc:111011 fomlS ;l\'a1l11ble 10 all of us 
cx1s11ng rcs1den11al custom..-rs. 10 all n~ cus1omcrs when 1hey apply for residenual local 
1elcphonc service, and 10 01her pc™>ns or cn1111es upun 1hc1r rcque.s1. 

8. Llfrlio~ 

L1 fchnc service m= 11 rc1ail loco! service orfcrmg for which quahiicd low-income 
consumers pay reduced charges. 

2. Lifcl:nc service includes voice grade access 10 lhe public swi1ched network. local USllgc, 
dual lone multi-frequency sign.iling or its funciionnl cquivalcm. smgle-p3tly service or 1lS 
funcuonol equwalcm, access 10 emergency services. acc.ess 10 opcr:ilor scr. icc:s, :iccess 10 
m1crexchange service. access 10 dircx:tory o.ssistllllcc, and toll lim,11111on. 

3 Qualified low-income subscnbcrs arc required to submi1 an application form m order 10 
receive L1felinc service. In applying for Lifeline a.ss1SW1cc, 1he subscnbcr must ccmfy 
under pcnnl1y of pCIJUry tha1 1hey arc currcnlly pamc1pa1ing ,n a1 le:151 one of 1he qwihf) mg 
public ass1su1ncc progrums listed in s~'CIIOn A.2, abo\'C. In add111on. the subscnber must 
agree to nouiy S1a1clinc Telccommunicauons, Inc. when lhey CCII.SC p3111c1pa11ng tn the 
qualifying public 11SSis1anc~ progrum(s). 

4. The total monthly L1lchnc credit available 10 qualifial c..~sumcTS is SS .25. Stlllchnc 
Tckcommumcauons. Inc. sholl provide 1hc crcdil 10 qualified cor,sumcrs by applymg the 
federal bnscline suppon amounl of S1 .50 to waive the consumer's federul End-User 
Common Line charge lllld applying the ilddi1ional authoriud federal ~uppon .1moun1 of 
Sl.75 as n credit to the consumer's in1rustote local service rate The federal b;isehne suppon 
amount lllld additional suppon av:iilublc, totahog S5 25. shall reduce Stlltchne 
Telecommunications, Inc. lowest tilriti'cd (or 01hcrwise generally a,•,ufablc) rcs1den1illl rate 
for lhc services listed obove m Sccuon B 2. Per lhc 111u1chcd SDPUC Final Ord.•r a11J 
Dec:1s1011; Notice of Emry of Decision. the SDPUC hu nu1honud inU'Ut:1te ra1c reducuon, 
for eligible 1eli:communic-ations cnrriers making the nddiuonal federal \uppon amount of 
SI 75 nvnilnble. The SDPUC did nol establish a state Lifeline progr:un to fund any further 
rJ1c reducuons. (Exh1b11 A, Findings of Fact VII lllld VIII , and Conclusions of Lnw II .ind 
Ill ) 

S Stateline Telccommunica11ons. Inc. w11l not d1sc0Mect subscnbers from their Ufehnc: 
service for non-payment of toll charscs unless lhe SDPUC. pursUllllt 10 47 CFR ~ 
5J JO I fb )(I), has granted 1hc company n waiver from the non-dJsconncc1 rcquin:mcnt 

6 Exccpl to the extent that S1:ueline Telecommunications, Inc has oblllincd a W31\'cr from 
the SDPUC pursuant lO 47 CFR ~ 54. IOl (c). the compilny shall offer toll hm1t11ion to nil 
qu:ihfymg low-income consumers when 1hey subscnbc to L1fchnc service. If the subscnber 
clcclS 10 1tt-ciH: 1011 limitnilon. that SCf'V1cc Shilll b«ome p:in af t.hnt subscnbcr's L1 f~hne 
service 
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7 Statcltnc Telccommumcutions. Inc. will not collect a service dcposn m order tu inm111c 
Ltfchnc scn•1cc if the qu:ilifying low-income consumer volunt:inly elects !Oil bloclinn£ on 
their telephone line. However, one month's local scn•1cc charges may be rct1u1rcd as 311 
advance payment. 

C. link Up 

Link Up means: 

(n) A reduction in the customary charge for commencing tclccommumc:11ions 
$Cl'Yicc for a single telccommunic.iuons connection at n consumer's principal place 
of residence. The rcdu.ctions shall be SO percent of the customary chru-ge or :SlO 00. 
whichever is less: 311d 

(b) ,\ deferred schedule for payment of the charges assessed for commencing 
service. for " 1 ch the consumer docs not pay intcrcsL The 1111cn:s1 charges not 
=scd 10 the consumer shall be for connection charge~ of up 10 S200.00 1ha1 a.re 
def med to a pcnoo not 10 cJCceed one year. 

2 Ch:irges assessed for commencing service include any charges that arc customarily 
assessed for coMccllng subscribers 10 the network. These charges do not inc.ludc '111)' 

pcrrnw1blc sc-curity deposit requirements. 

3 The Link Up program shrul allow a consumer 10 rccewc the benefit of the Lmk Up 
progrnm for a second or subsequent time only for a princ,pnl place of residence ",th an 
address different from the n:sidcncc tlddrcss at which the link Up assistllllcc was pro,~dcd 
prcv10USI}, 

Stateline Tclccommunic:11ions. Inc. 
80 I Coleman A venue 
P.O. Box 39 
Bison S D S7620 
Telephone 11 (605) 244-5236 

By ________________ • Gcncrul Manager 

N111nc 

J 



I.Xl! l blT . \" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE 11.JATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP 
PROGRAMS 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

Al 11s August 18, 1997, regularty scheduled meeung. the Pubhc Uuhues Comm1s.s1on 
(Commission) voted to open a dod<et concerning the Federal Communications 
Convrnss,on·s (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lrfehne and 
link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decaded 1hat 11 would provide for 
add1t1onal federal support in the amount of S 1 75. above the OJrrent $3 50 level However. 
m order for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive lhe additional $1 75 1n federal support 
the sta1e com1111ss1on must approve that reduction 1n the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C F R § 54 403(a) Add1t1onal federal support may also be received 
,n an amount equal 10 one-half or any support generated from the intrastate 1unsd1c11on, 
up to a mSX1mum of $7 00 1n federal support 47 C F R § 54 403(a) A state comm1ss1on 
must file or require the earner to file information with the l.Jm1nistra1or of the federal 
uruversal service fund demonstrating that the earner's lifeline plan meets the cntena set 
forth in 47 CF R § 54 401 

By order dated August 28. 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
enlllles to submit wntten cooments concerning how the Comrrnss1on should ,mplement the 
FCC's rules on the lifeline and Link Up programs In therr wntten comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following quesuono; 

1 Whelher the Commission should approve mtrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support to r eceive the add1t1onal Sl 75 10 federal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline Program to fund funhe 
reductions 1n the intrastate rate paid by lhe end user? 

3 Whether the Comm1ss1cn should modify the ex1s1tng L1fehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall lhe Comm1ss1on file or requrre the earner to file information with the 
aam,nrstratc of the federal universal service fund demonstrating that the earner's L,fehne 
plan meets the criteria set forlh 1n 47 C F R § 54 40 1 (d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997. the Commission set pubhc hearings to receive 
pubhc comment on the questions hsted above The hearings were held at the following 
umes and places 

Mooday, October 27. 1997 1 00 pm , Canyon Lake Senior C11tzens 
Cenler 2900 Canyon Lake Dnve. Rao1d City SD 



PIERRE 

SJOUX FAL!..S 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1 ·30 pm . S1a1e Capitol Butldin9. Room 
4 12, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997. 9 00 am . Center for Active 
Generauons. 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

Al 11s November 7 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows: On the first 
issue. the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
to receive the additional S1 75 in federal support. With respect to the second issue, the 
Commission deoded to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund f\Jl1her reductions at this 
time On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program Ulat 
requires U S WEST and earners Ulat have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to low income rustomers age 60 and over. The Commission 
furUler ruled Ulal the South Dakota link U'p program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission oroered that staff, 1n consi.:itation with the earners, develop a standard form 
for self-ce111ficailon: lhat these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers; and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request. On the founh issue. the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required to file with the FCC the information demonstratJng that the earner's plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Commission Funher, that the carriers include m their annual repon to the Commission 
the numt>er of subscnbers who receive lifeline and Link Up suppon 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs. the Comm1ss1on makes the following Findings of Fact 3fld Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current st.ate Lifeline program 1s referred to as the ielephone Assistance Plan 
rr AP) The current state Link Up program is referred to as the Link Up America program. 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges purs..iant to 
11s Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988. issued 1n Docl<et F-3703, Jn the Matter 
of \he lavesugauon mto Jmotemeotatjon of a Telephone Assistance Plan toe scuth Dakota 
~ Exh1b1t 1 at page 1 Sub.sequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required 10 also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. ~ at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance is S7 00. S3 50 of which 1s federally funded, with the 
remaining S3 SO funded by the local tefecommunicaltons carrier 11;1. al page 3. Although 
U S WEST was 0<1g1nally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that ngh11n Doci<et F-3647-8, la the Marter or the Public Uhhlies 
Comm1ss100 1nv s119a1100 l'llP 1he Effects of lhe,,J98§ Tax Reform Act on south Dakota 
Ut1hhes Exn1b1t 5 In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and participate 1n either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

Toe Link Up Amenca p<ogram provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum or 
S30.00 jg at page 3 In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at h is or her 
residence w1thin the previous three months. and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years or age or 
older). Isl The Link Up program 1s funded entirely out of federal funds Lg. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current L1fehne and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No. 96-
45, In 1be Matt1,r of Federal.State Joint Board on Voiversa1 Se[Ylce. adopted May 7, 1997. 
Beginning January 1. 1998, the FCC found that the federa l baseline Lrfeline support will 
be $3.50 per qual1fy1ng low-income consumer with an additional S 1 75 in federal support 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding reducllon 1n intrastate local rates. 47 
C F.R. § 54 403(a). Add,uonal federal Lifeline suppon ,nan amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lrfehne support (not to exceed S7 00) 1s also available jg 

V 

The FCC runher round that the federal support ror Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in the telecommunlcauons earners servtce connection charges equal to one half 
of the earner's customer connection charge or S30 00. wh1che\·<Jr 1s less 47 C F R § 
54 413(b ) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. if there ,s no stale Ltfeline or Link Up program. a 
consumer 1s ehg1ble for suppon sf the consumer part1opates ,n one of the foltow,ng 
programs Medicaid, food stamps, Supplemental Security Income. federal public housing 
assistance; or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F.R §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54 415(b) In add111on, 1f there is no slate Lifeline or Lmk Up program, a customer 
must certify under penalty of perJury that the customer 1s rece1v1ng benefits from one of the 
p<ograms listed above and agrees to notify the earner 1f the customer ceases to parttcipate 
m such program or programs J.g 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Comm1ss100 should approve 1ntras1ate rate reduc11ons 
to allow consurr.ers e1Jg1bte ror Lrfehne suppon to receive the add111onal S 1 75 in federal 
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support. The Comm1ss1on finds that 11 sha.11 authonze intrastate rate redudaons for eligible 
tetecon\fnunacaUons companies providing local exchange serv,ce to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional S1.75 in federal support. Thus. the total amount of 
·federal suppon 1s S5.25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further redudions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it Wlll not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further redud;')ns at this tame. 

IX 

The third issue Is whether to modify or eliminate the e,dsting Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With resped to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
i1 shall eliminate the existing TAP prograrJl tnat requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fundl a $3.50 reduction or local rates to low income 
cust.omers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs sha follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.4 17. 
'The effed of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded redudions is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self­
certificat,on. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998 The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers. Finally. the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or enllty upon reques1. 

X 

The fourth issue is whether the Commission should file. °' in the alternative. require 
the carrier to file infomiatioo With the fund adm1n1Strator Se 47 C.F.R § 54 401 (d). The 
Comm,ssion finds the carriers shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the camel's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Comm,ss,on the number of subscnbers who receive Lrfeune and Lank Up 
suppon 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has iunsd1ct1on over this mauer pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31. 
specifically 49-31 -11 . 49-31 -3. 49,31 -7, 49-31 -7 1, 49-31-11 . 49-31-12 t , 49-31-12.2 and 
12.4. and 47 C.F.R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C F R § 54 403(a), the Commission authonzes 1nt1astate rate 
reducuons for ehg1ble telecommumeations companies prov1dmg local exchange service 
to allow ehg1ble consumers to receive :he add111onal S 1 75 1n federal support 

Ill 

The Comm1ss1on declines to rnstltute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reduc:ttoos at tr1s Ume The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S C §§ 54 400 to 54 41 7, inclusive. on 
January 1. 1998. The Commission staff. 1n ,consultation with the earners. shall develop a 
standard foon fe< self<ertrfication The carriers shall send these forms to each cus1omer 
prior to January 1, 1998 The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
C1Jstomers Finally, the earners shall mak;e the forms available to any person or en tity 
upon requesl 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 401(d}. the Comm1ss1on finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that 1nf0<mat1on demonstraung that the earner's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the c:amer send an informational copy to the Comm1ss1on The earners 
shall also be required to include m thecr annual report to the Comm1ss1on the number of 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and link Up suppon 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission authorizes imrasta1e rate reductions for ehg1bte 
tielecommumeanons companies prov1d1ng local exchange service to allow ehg1ble 
consumers to receive the add1t1onal S1 75 ,n federal support, and 111s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Ccmm1ss1on will not set up a state Lifeline program 
lo fund further reducuons at this ume, and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall ehmmate the eiusung T AP 
program. !hat the South Dakota L1fehne and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules. that 
the Comm1ss1on staff. en consul1atron with the earners develop a standard form for seJf. 
cert1flca11on, that the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998, that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers. 
and tha1 the cart ers make the forms available to any person or en11ty upan request, and 
1t 1S 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that the earner shall file With lhe FCC the information 
demonstrating that the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
send an informational copy to the Commission. The earners shall also tndude ,n their 
annual report to the Commission the number of subscnbers who recalve Ufehne and Link 
Up suppon. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /I' "Ct day of Novemb r, 1997 

CERTIFICATE~ saMCE 
BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

(OFFICIAi. SEAi.) 

~ Commluk>s" 

A£~< 
SCHOENF'l:LDER, gpmmissioner 
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