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TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS Publ ic U tilities Commis.sioo 

Sutc Capitol 500 E. c~pitol ,,.... "''"'" ·--- ftlinO• IIMIC Ille Corm,io&lon M l lOC,,IWd ,., ,,.. P'!llod ol: 

Piure, SD 57501•5070 06/06/97 through 06/ 12/97 
Phont': (800) J32-1782 

Fv:: (605) 77J.J809 
II Y"" """. '"""'*'' copy"' . Ninv tued. OV,lfNgN up,uMd. .. mollod to you. plNM .-.ct o.loiM 1(- wttllln llv• cloy • of IN • Ning. 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Apploc.iboll by LCI lntem11ional Telecom Corp. for on amendll'.f Cenillcale of Autllorlty to p,ovide local exchange 
telocommunlcalioos servk:es W11hln the 51alo of Sou1h 01kota. (Staff; TS/TZ) "The services, that LCI 111tends to offer w,11 bo 

TC97•067 an 9djung1 10 the Intrastate lnterel<llhange serkes tllot LCI currently provides statewide lnilialty, LCI plans to offer leMce 06,1)9197 06/Z7/97 
through resale arrangements W'llh 111eumbon1 local er chango carne~ (lECs)., LCJ plans to commence offering servlee 
unmedi111etv unnn the e1tabllshmen1 of tho a.ootonriale 1.nd necessa,v resale anannements wrth the Incumbent LfCs • 

Appkabon by Speer Virtual Media. Ltd for a Cerbllcale of Authority 10 operate as a lelecom11TU1111cab0ns company Within lhe 

TC97-072 state of Soulh Dakota. (Staff- TSITZ) ~nl Heks 1uth0olv to se,ve lobound, oUlbound. dir ... torv ass,stanc•. conference. 
06/10/97 06/Z7197 calling care!. and prepaid calUng card HMW!S to presubKribed buSlllHS customers Applicant doH not and "111 nol otter 

altemawe onorator services 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

VMa11 Telephone Companydib'a Golden W~ Commuricolions. Inc pu1$Uant 10 47 U S.C. 21 4{0) Ind 47 CFR 54 201 hereby 
soekS des.,inabOn os an olig,ble lelecommunlcalions carrier w,thJn lhe local er change ~reas that con,~11110 ils seMCe area 
Vlllian Telephone Company Is the ro~·based local oichange carrwu p,esonlfy providing local exchange 

TC97-068 lelocommunicaDonS se~ wi aw, lol'-'IJ exchanges Avon (286), Booesteel (654) , Souu1 Bonesteel, NE (653) , Burke (775), 
06/09197 06/27197 SoU1h Bur<.e, Ne (774), Clonr11old (557). Cus1or (673), Freeman (925), Gregory (1135), South Gregory (1174) Leste1V1lle (36') 

Marlon (648), Menno (3117), Misslon (856), Murdo (669). Renance (473). Rosebud (747). Scotland (583), Spnngfteld (359) . 
Vlwln (683), \IIAnner (842) and Witten (879) VMan Telephone Company, 10 its knowledge. ls lho only carrrer !Oday providing 
local e1chaooe lelocommunlcuoons serw:es In the above ldenbfleo exchanno areas ISllltt HBICHl 

Golden Wost Telecommunications Cooporolive, Inc pu=anl ro 47 U S.C, 21.t(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seekS 
doslgnaoo,, 3' on eligible tolocominunicllllons earner within tho local exchtll\lO aroas tllal consti!ute its soMC,e aroa. Golden 
West Telecommunication, Cooperative Is lho foc:ilitli»-b»ed local exi:ha.nge carri(!J presanl/v providing local oxclllingo 
lelec:ommunicabolll 'IOIVlccs In the following exchanges Ardmore (459), Sou1h Ardm •a, NE (453), Be"'1dero (344). Buffalo 

TC97-069 Gap (833). Crelghlon (457), Edgemoo1 (662). West Edgemont, WY (663), Enning (985) . Falth (Rural) (739). Hayes (567), Hol 
06/09197 06/27/97 Spr1ng$ (74S). Interior (433), Kyle (455) , Long \/alley (452), Maron (835), Maurine (7411), Midland (843), Mtteswto (54.4). Now 

Underwood (75"'), O.,lrtchs (535), SoU1h Oetoclls, NE (525), Oral (424), Phitp (859), Pino RJdge (867), Quinn (366), Wall {2711). 
Wasta (993~ WMo Clay, NE (8112), Wh~o RMir (259), 1/Vk:.ltswla (798) and Wood (425) G,olden Weal Cooperawo. t.o its 
kllOW1tdgo, !ho only Cllrrlor !Oday Pflll'ldlllg toc:ar "m11ngo 1tlo'°mm11nkations 1or.l(es In lhe aboVe ldenufted oxchango 
Q1~as IStnH H A irU\ 
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Valley Cable & Slllelleo CotrvnuratiOns, Inc purwant to 47 U .S C 21 4(a) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks des!gnallOn as 
an eligible tel~ c.mor WIINn tho local orchango areas Chit conSllMo !I$ S<!MCO aroa in South Onkota Valley 

TC97,070 Cable & Setollae CommunfeaUOns It tho lacilitiM<ba.1od local 01chango c:11rie1 piesenUy piOVlding local occhango 06/10/97 06!.!7197 
tel ecommunfCltiOn1 a.Mees In lhe fOIIOWWIIJ 01ch1ngts Eureka (284) and lpsw,ch (428) Valley Cable & Satelbto 
Commooic:allons IO rts knowledge is lhe only c:ame, !Oday p,owing loc:ll er chango tolacommunfCIIIOns s11MCn on the above 
lden~ntd 111chaooe areas 1Stan H&'CHI 

Vnlluy Tolecommunlcaoon, CooporatJVo Assoc,alion, Inc pur,uanl 10 47 U.S.C 21 4(a) ulld 47 CFR S4 201 horoby seol<s 
d""llfllll!on as an etlgablo telecommunieations carrier Within lho local eiehange areas that consbtu1e ~s a.rw:e areo in South 

TC!l7.()71 Dakota Vallot Telecommunlc:otiOns Coop rs Ille leolllle$-baSed IOCJII enhange CllrMr p,Hentty p,OVld.ng ioc.1 e•chenge 06110i97 08!21191 letecommunicaliOns leMCIIIS n Ille IOlowrlg ea:hanges ~ (283), Herrllld (437) Leola (4311), Long Ul\o (S77) Glenham 
(762), Pollock (11119) and Mound Ctty (9SS) Valley TelecornmunlcatiOns Coop, 10 i1s know!odge, IS 1110 only carrier toclay 
orollld,nn local erehannu 1elecommunlc1tion11 seNlcos In I.ho obOvo ldenbfted e1ch1nne areas ISlatt HS/CHI 

&ou:rVakf Telopnone Company pursuantto 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby 11 .. u df!SignatiOn as an eMg•bla 
telecommunialtiOns c:amor w,1hln the local tuChange areas lhllt con~tJtute llS st!VQI 111a in South Olll.ota S.OU. Valley ,s 

TC97,073 
the l 1c1htle$-b1Sod local ei change earrjor pi,nenUy prow:l,ng local erch1nge telecommul!ICllbons serw:011n lno loUow,ng 

06/ 11197 1)1$/27197 
erchangos II SoUlh Oakotu Collon (446), C~ (94&). DoU Rapid$-Tront (4211) , Humbokll,Montroso (363) Nort/1 Larchwood 
(474) Plankinton (942) and Valley Spring, (757) S.Ou, Valley to ill ~nowlodgt . IS Ille onry carr1er lodAy prow:lmg local 
e• channe telecommunocatk,ns HMces n 1ne above odenbfied u channe areas (Stan H81CH) 

Mount Ru1hmoro Telephone Company w11uan1 to 47 USC 2 1• (e) and 47 CFR ~ 20 1 tleroby seeks du,gnabon III an 
ellg1blu tolocommunlc:at1ons carrior within tho local oxchango aroas thal constlluto Its sorlit:u aren In South Dakota Mount 

TC97.074 Rinhmo<e a lhe f~ local OlChro"Qt c:arner preunUy p,OVldlng local eachange telecornmun.:ati0n1 serw:es in 111, 06/12197 06/27197 
following ewchanga In South 0 1kota Ke~ on, (666) Mount Rushmore, 10 rts knowledge. IS Ille only earner mee11<1g tne 
............. , .... uit,ments ol 47 USC 2 14/el ancl 47 CF R ~ 201 In a eachanaes (Staff HBICH) 

Fort Randal1 Tolephono Company purauanl 10 47 U.S.C 2 14(e) and 47 CFR 54 20 1 hereby ,o~lls dos,gnution aa an ohglt>lo 
telecommunicallOns earner wtthon the loc:al .. cnange area, tllal con11>1uto its son,,ce area on Sout/1 Oakota Fon R1.nd~ll 1S 

TCl7~5 11,e fac1h~es-based 10c111 erch1nge c101ner presently piov.ct,ng local erchange telecommunoc:atiOns seMCes on tl\e following 06112197 06127197 
elehanges 11 ~ D1~oea Ct!ftteMle (Se3), Hot- (2SS), l.alte Andes (49 1,4117) TabOr (463) Tyndall (5118) VibO<g (326) 
311d Wagner (3114) Fon Randall, lo Its knowledge, ls Ille only earner moebng Ille cllg1bilny roqu11em,nlli ol 47 USC 21 4(e) 
and 4 7 C F R S. 20 t In 11S orchannes (Stall HS/CHI 

FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA FMh Munldnal Ttl~""Clntl on Mft• 19 1997 NA NA 
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DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS. INC. 
P.O. Boa 66, IRENE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57037 

THEPHONE 16051 263·3301 
FAX 16051 263-3995 

June: 27. 1997 RECEIVED 

William Bullllld, Ex~utive Director 
South Oalcotll Public Utilities Commission 
SOI East Capitol 
Pierre, Soulh Dalcotu 57501 

RE: TC97~75 PETITION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

JUN 3 0 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
UTILITIES COMMr~~.ig~c 

~?,1'997 

?.eeei"~ y,:l. 

On bchalfofOalcora TclccommunicaliOllSl Systcms, lnc .. ("'DTS"), and Dalcotn Tcl~om. 
Inc .. ("OTI"), I hnvc enclosed lhc originnl nnd four copies oflhc: PcTITION FOR 
LEA VE TO INTERVENE for the above referenced docket. This PETITION i.s being 
served to the p.111ics listed on the service list th.is S3Jl'le date. 

Please file stnmp nnd d.ltc the extra copy 11nd mum to Robcn G. M3Imet. attorney for 
DTS nnd DTI. in lhc enclosed sclf-uddlu;,cd slllmped envelope. Tlunlc you. 

Sincere()', 

_J_o,4~, , 
-:r:Lyngstad 

Administrative Assismnt 

Enclosim: 



01--J\IN" RECEIVED 
FAX Received -

JUN 3 0 1997 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO!f>urH DAKOTA PUBLIC 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF' ) 
FORT RANDAU TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

DOCKET TC97-075 
PETITION FOR LEA VE 

TO INTERVENE 

COMES NOW DAKOTA TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, INC. rDTS") 

and DAKOTA TELfCOM. !NC. ron1 and Petition the Commi$slon for leave 10 

intervene in the above entitled docket. In support thereof. DTS and OTI state the 

following: 

1. DTS and DTI are Telecommunications Companies certified by the 

South Dakota Public Utilit.ies Commission to provide 

telecommunications services wi~hin the State of South Dakota. 

2. DTS is presently providing teleoommunications services with some of 

the exchanges for which Fort Randall Telephone Company seeks 

deslgnalion as an eligible telecommunlcarlons carrier. 

3. DTS and OTI will be providing additional teleoommunlcations services 

within some of the exchanges for which Fort Randall Telephone 

Company seeks designation as an eligible telecommunications ca.rrier. 

4. DTS and DTI have a ftnanclal interest In the outcome of this 

proceeding. 

5. Based upon the foregoing, DTS and DTI are interested parties In this 

proceeding and seeks intervention herein. 



WHEREFORE, OTS and DTI respectfully request leave to intervene and an 

opportunity to be heard 111 this matter. 

Dated this 27., day of June, 1996. 

Dakota TelecommunlcatJOfls System. Inc. 
Dakota Telecom, Inc. 

By. f !l / A{ .. , 
Robert G. Marmet 
Attorney lor DTS & DTI 
P08ox66 
Irene, SD 57037 
(605) 263 3301 phone 
(605) 263 3995 fax 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Kristie Lyngstad, hereby ccnify 1.hal on this 27"' of June. 1997. l m3iled by United 
Stntes lllllil. first class postage prepaid. and sent via fae)im1lc :1 true and C()rrect copy of 
the foregoing PETITION FOR LEA VE TO INTERVENE 10 the panics tistl'd below: 

Michael J. Bradley 
Moss & Ba.men 
4800 NorwcSI Center 
90 S. Seventh Sucet 
M1nnc:ipolis, MN S5402 

Bruc,c Hanson 
Fon Randall Tcl.cphone Company 
P0Box800 
Clara City, MN S6222 

Dated this 27"° day of June, 1997. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MAnER OF THE FILING BY FORT 
RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

ORDER GRANTING 
INTERVENTION 

TC97-075 

On June 12 1997. the Soulh Dakola Public U11h11es Commission (Comm1ss1on). 
received a filing from Fort Ranaall Telephone Company (Fort Randall) pursuant to 47 
U.S C § 21 4(«1) and 47 CF R 54 201 requesting des1gnat1on as an eligible 
telecommunications earner Wtlh1n the local exchange areas that conshtute its service area 
in South Dakola Fort Randall 1s the fac1hhes-based local exchange earner presently 
pro111dmg local eyrJlange telecommun1cat1ons services 1n the following exchanges in South 
Dakota· Center111lle (563), Hermosa (255), Lake Andes (49 1,487), Tabor (463). Tyndall 
(589). Viborg (326) and Wagner (384J Fon Randall, to its knowledge, ,s the only earner 
meeting the ehg1b1lity requirements of 47 USC § 21 4(e) and C.F R 54 201 ,n ,ts 
exchanges 

On June 12, 1997, the Comm1ss1on electromcally transmitted notice of the filing and 
the 1nterven11on deadline of June 27. 1997, to interes1ed 1nd1111duals and enhties On June 
27, 1997, the Comm1ss,on received a pehhon 10 intervene from Dakota 
Telecommunications Systems. Inc (DTS) and Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) 

The Comm1ss1on finds that it has 1urisd1ct1on over this matter pursuant 10 SDCL 
Chapters 1-26 and 49-34A and ARSO 20 1 o 0 1 15 05. 

On July 15, 1997, at ,ts regularly scheduled meeting. the Comm,sslon considered 
the Petition to Intervene The Comm1ss1on finds thal the pet111on of DTS and DTI was 
timely filed and demonstra1es good cause to grant mtervent,on It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that DTS and OTI shall be granted 111terven1ton and shall be considered 
a party in this matter 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this a?f ~ ay of July, 1997 

CEATlf'ICATE Of' SfRl/lCf BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

I 9?:le:(' 'l ~ 6 es A s&ff:chairrnan/ 
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Public Utilities Uommission 

Odober 1, 1997 

Mr RJCtiard 0 . Colt 
Execut,ve Director 
SDITC 
PO 8ox57 
P,erre, SO 57501 

RE EJ,gible Tetecommunicabons C-applauon. TC97-075 
Fon RandaD Telephone Company 

Dear Mr.Coit 

The above-n:lerencect application has been reviewed by the std of the Public: Utilrues 
Comm,· 1t0n. The loUowing addruonal lnlonnatt0n Is neeced III Older '°' the Commiss,on to 
consKler this appfic:1tt0n 

1. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54. 101(al(4), slngle-party service or its lunctlonal equivalent must 
be made available by an Eligible Tetecommunatlons earner (ETC) to recelve universal 
service support mechanisms Does the abov&-referencect company hive this semee? 

2 Pursuant to 47 CF R 54.405 and 54.411, Ufehne and Litlk Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to quaflfying tow-income consumers. Does the appllc:ant company, as 
referenced above, make these services available to quahfylng consumers? 

3 Please provido a venllcalion by an euthoriied offocer, under oath, to the Commtsslon in 

which the applicant represents to the Convrission lha1 the facts stated ,n the Request for ETC 
Oos,gnauon and tho re3pon5e to data req~st nos 1 and 2, above, are truthful 

Please respond by Odober 14, 1997 Upon receipt of thlS 1nlonnatk>n, It will be evaluated by 
staff and the mailer Will be scheduled for consideration by the CommisStOn Thank. you lot 
your attentt0n to this matter 

Pt.EASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

cc Harlan &st 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DA~OTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE AUNGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR ANO NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICA TIONS ) 
CARRJERS: ) 

VMAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONIS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SATELLITE ) 
) 

VAL LEY TELECOMM UNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOIIJNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97-068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-o75 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TElEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLA.NO COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BU TIES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

TC97--083 

TC97--084 

TC!'l7-085 

TC97-086 

TC97--087 

TC97--088 

TC97--089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97--093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97497 
) 

BERESFORD IIUNtQPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TCt7-0l8 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-499 
COOPERATIVE ASS<>aA TlON ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TCt7·100 
) 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES. INC. ) TC97•101 
) 

,SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE. INC. ) TC97·102 
) 

'TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

!FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-1.08 
I 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97·115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE TC97·117 
COMPANY 

KADOKATELEPHONECOMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS rNc. 0 18/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 018/A ) 
MCCOOK TEtE~OM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ,co. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-1S4 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Public UtJllhes Comm1SS100 (CommlSSIOO) rec:eNed requests from 
the above captioned telecommun1cat1ons companies requesting designation as el1g1ble 
telecommunicauons earners 

The Convmssion eleclron1cally transmllted notice of the filings and the intervent ion 
deadlines t.o interested 1nd1v1duals and entities On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
re<;eived a Petrt1on lo lnlervene from Dakota Telecommun1cat1ons Systems, Inc. (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with reference 10 Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997. at rts regularty scheduled meeting. the Commission granted 
1ntervent1on to DTS and DTI in Docket TC97-075 No other Pehhons to Intervene were 
filed 

The Commission has JU11sd1d1on over this matter pursuant lo SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 , 1nclud1ng 1-26-18 1-26-19, 49-31 -3, 49~31 -7, 49-31 -7 1, 49-31-11 and 47 
U SC § 21 4(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues a, the hearing shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
telecommunications companies should be granted designation as ehg1ble 
te1ecommumca11ons earners. and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Commission 

4 



A heanng Shall be hekl at t 30 P M . on Wednesday, Novembe< 19, 1997, ,n Room 
4 t2, State Capitol P,ooe Soutrt Dakota It shall be an adver:ary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1.25 Al l parties have the nght to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These nghts and other due proo. ss nghts shall be forle1ted 
rf not exemseci at the heanng If you or yw, rep<esentahve fatl to appear at the 11me and 
place set for the heanng the Final Oeosion will oe based solely on the testimony and 
evidence pcovlded rf any, during the heanng or a F ,oal Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng Che Comm,ss,on will consider a ll evidence 
and testllTIOOy that was presented at the heating The CommtsSIOO will then enter F1nd1ngs 
d Fad Condustons d Law and a Final Deos,on regarding this matter As a result of this 
hean ng the Cornm1ss1on may e ither grant or deny the reouest from any of the above 
captioned telecolM1UnicattOnS companies requesting designation a.s an eligible 
teleconYnun,cattOOS earner. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecX>mmunicahons earners The Commisst0n'$ deos1on may be appealed by the parties 
to the state C1rcu11 Court and the state SlJP(eme Court as provided by law It ,s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held a t the time and place speofied above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted des1gnat1on as ehg1ble telecommunicat1ons carriers. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications earners 

Pursuant to the Amencans with 0 1sab1ht1es Act. this heanng 1s being held in a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Utilities Comm1ss1on at 1-800· 
332-1782 at lt1aS1 48 hours prior to the heanng rf you have special neeqs so arrangements 
can be made 10 accommodate vou rl 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this 7 day of November. 1997 

CERTIFICATE Of' $ ERi/iCE 

OHICW.5UL 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
Comm,ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARO, JR 
Executive Director 
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Re: Fon Randoll Telephone Company Study Area For Univcrsnl S.:rvicc Purposes 
Docket No. TC97.075 

Dear Mr. Bullrud: 

The Soulh r 1ko1n Public Urilirics Commission c-eommission~) is scheduled ro 
determine. on No"embcr 19, 1997, whe1her Fon Randall Telephone Compan)' ("Fon Rnndalll 
qu:ilifics a.s an cligibh: rclccommunic:uions auricr ("rrrC'l Fon Randall is a rural tclc:phon,c 
company. As a rural 1elcphonc company. the currcni "Srudy A=- remains its service area uncjl 
changed by t.he Commission and the FCC. l>Jkotn T dc:commw1icnrions Sys1em.s. Inc. and 
DaJ..otn Td«om. Inc. (collce1ivcly "Onkotn") inrcfVcned in the :ibovc-rcfcrenccd DockcL In a 
discussion with Robcn MarrncL counsel for On.kota.. I w.is advised that Dakota has no objection 
ro Fon Randall qualifying as an ETC. I lowc,•cr. Oal<oui may. at some fururc date. n:qucst a 
change in Fon Randall's tudy Arca. 

Fon Randall stipulrucs char Dakoui muy make such n request at a future Jntc. \\hen the 
ISSllC agoin bl.,c.omcs rclc,'l!nl. ond 1hn1 1hc absence of an obj~-ction by Dakota in this proceeding 
slmll not. in any manner, bur or prohibit such a fu1urc n:qucst by Dakota. Rnt!icr. n futun: requcsr 
by Oakoui shall be determined based on the merits of 1hc fl-quest. 
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William Bullard 
No\'c:mbcr I 8. I 997 
l'mge 2 

Based on this ~tipulation. Dakota 11gs,'Cd n<ll tn chllllcngc. in the: nbo\•c-n:fon:nccd 
Docket, Fon Randall's dcsign:ition as an ETC for its curn:nt Study Arc;i. 

MJB/mjb 
cc: Robcn Marmet 

Bruce l lan.wn 
Richard 0. ::oi1 

IU '/9611)0!011 f)()( 

Very truly yours. 

MOS & BARNEIT 
A Professional Associ1nion 
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RECEI VED 

NOV 2 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UilllTIES COMMISSION 

'"' . 1 9 1997 
F l"•X ncccivcdL-------

Re: Fort Randall retephonc Company Srudy Men For UniVCt'SIII Service Purposes 
Docker No. TC97-075 

Dent Mr. Bullard: 

The South D,, kotn Public U1ili1ies Co1nmi~ 1on ("Commission") i5 scheduled 10 
determine. on Novc nber 19. 1997. \\11cthcr Fort Randall Telephone Compan)' ("Fort Rnndalr") 
qu:il ifid as on dlglblc idecommunia nions earner ("IIT("'1. f on Randall is u rurul telephone 
company. As n rural telephone company. the current ·'Scudy Arco·· rcmnins 1ts service area un til 
chnngcd by che Commission ond the FCC. DakolJI Tclccommunicncions Systems., Inc. und 
DakolJI Trlccom. Inc. (collectively ·'Oakoca") inccnencd in the above-referenced DockcL In 3 

discussion \\i th Rohen Mnrrm:I. counsel for DakolJI. I was ad,·iscd chm Dnko111 has no obj~-ction 
10 Fort Randall qu;ilifyini; as nn ETC. However. Dakow may. al ~ me future d:11c. requcSt ti 
chnngc in Fort Rnndnll's Study Arca. 

Fon Rnndnll stipulatc:s thllc D~l.olJI nlO) ' rnnke sui:h a request at o future date. a.nd thot tllc 
absence of nn objection by Dakota in this proce..-ding shall not in nny manner, bar or pmhibic 
such II future request b)' D:ikoto 10 di,•1dc the Fort Randall S1udy Area inco conciguous Sen ice 
Arens. Rather. a fucure requcsc b} Dakota shall be determined bas..-d on che n:.:rits ()( lhc request. 



MOSS & BARNETT 
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William Bullnrd 
O\'eml,cr 19. 1997 

Page 2 

Based on this stipulation. Ow:ou, agr.-cd not to challenge. in the above-n:fcrcnccd 
Docket. Fon Randall"s d~'ign:11ion as an ETC for its current Study An:a. 

MJB/mjb 
cc: Rohen Mannc1 

Bruce lla.n.<;()n 
Riclmrd D. Coit 

l4A1%f)J()&011 0()(. 

\/cry truly yours. 

MOSS & Fl/\RNETT 
,\ Prorcssional As.wciution 
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No,cmbcr 19, 1Cl97 

William Bullard, Jr. 
li~ecU1i\'c Director 
out.h Dakota Public lJtilitic.-s Co111111 i55i.011 

500 Enst Capitol 
P,cm:, South Dnkotn 57501 

RE: Fon Randall Telephone Company 

-re ?7-~7..S­
Rece,veo 
NOV t I 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

. ed~II l S ~ FAX Rece1v 

Request for Dcsignntion as Eligible Tclccouununicntions Company 

Dcn.r Mr. Bullard: 

Dakota "I clccc 1. Inc. and Dakotn Tclecommw,icntions Sy11tcms, Inc. (collcctivdy 
UL>nkom") do not object to the designation of Fon Randall relcphonc, Company as nn 
Eligible Tc:kcommunications Carrier (''E1 C") in its current rudy Are~ The absence of 
an objection in this pr=ding is limited to allowing Pon Randall to qu.ilify as 1111 ETC 
for thc 3rc11s "hich it is curr~ntly .krving. and should not be intcrp1c1ed :i, nb..1ndoning 
nny claim which Dakota may make in the future or hM m11de in nny other ix-ndlng docket 
before this Conunhsion. 
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William Bullnrd 
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Squlh l)akol3 Public Uulitics Cummissitm 
Stn1.c of South Dako1a 
500 f:ast Capitol 
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RECEIVED 

... ~ 
~OUHi OA OTA Pi.JSLIC 
um r1E M • 10-.i 

R~: In the Maner of the RcqUCSI of Fon Randall I clcphone CQmpan) for Dcs1gnntion 
as un Eligible I clecommunicntions Comer 
J)ockc:1 No. TC97-075 

Dear Mr. Uulliml; 

Enclosed, lc:isc find an orig.lnal and dc:wn copies of1hc Supplcmcnlal lnformution on 
behalf of Fon Randall Tdcphonc Comp.my in the ohcwc-cntitled Docket. 

MJO/jjh 
Enclosures = Rola) nc Wiest 

Bruce Hanson 
Robc:rl Marmet 

llW&ll.U 0011 DOC 

V cry 1nily yours. 

MOSS & BARNF.TI 
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DEt'ORE THE P DI-IC UTILITIES COMMISSION ,_

1 
_ 

OfTH£STAT£0FSOU'flf DAKOTA i; J H 0.:\"CTA PL/Blfc 

IN T HE MATTER OFTIIE Rf.QUEST OF ) 
FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE I 
TELf:COMMUNICA TJONS CARRIER ) 

SlJPPLEMENTAL 
tN•'ORMATION 

OOCKETTC97--075 

Fon R;indall T dc:phone Company olTm single p;irty SCl'\'icc 10 all of i,~ cusiomt-nr in all 
of i1s cxchMSCS. 

SWORN TO BErORE ME th.is 
,!;:!_ day or', , ~ ... : • . I •)()7 

'>f f' I I· I /.. 
NOTARY PUOUC 

Respec1fully submiu~'d. 

Onice Cdian.~n 

lOR' PREKKER 
IIOlo\JI." '- • t'C• ...UOTA 

l 'l.1l.llliNw-, e.- t.., · "" ,1. l!DOO 

"'" 
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22 

23 
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25 
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THE PUBLI C UTILITIES ~OMMI SSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

[ N THE MATTER OF THE FlL! NGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMM UNICATI ONS 
COMPANIES POR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMM UNICAT IONS CAR~IERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERAT IVE , INC. 

VALLEY CABLE, SATELL!TE 
CO~ MUNICATI ONS, INC . 

VA LLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATI VE 
ASSOC IATES, I NC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELF.P~ONE COMPANY 

FORT RA NDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC . 

INTERSTATE TELECOHMU~I CATfONS 
COOPERATIV E, I NC. 

WE ST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUN!CATlONS. INC. 

ACCENT COMM UNICATI ONS, I NC. 

J AMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COHPI\NY 

HEARTLAND COMM UN! CATlONS , !NC 

HIDSTATE TELEPHONE CO MPANY, INC . 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPER ATIVE 

EST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 

) 
RECEIVED 

> DEC O 2 1997 
) 
J;OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIES COMMISSION 
) 

) TC97-06 i 
) 

l TC9 7-069 
) 
) 

) TC9 7 -0 70 
) 
) 

) TC97 -0 71 
) 
) 

) TC97 -073 
) 

l TC9 7 · 0 74 
) 

l TCt7-075 
} 

) TC97 -0 77 
) 

) 

) TC97 - 078 
} 
) 

) TC97 -0 80 
l 
) 

l TC97 -0 81 
) 

) TC97 -0 8 3 
) 

) TC 97-0 84 
) 

) 
) TC97 0 8 S 
} 

l TC97-086 
) 

l TC!P-087 
I 

T 97-088 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , I NC. 

5 JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC . 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

VENTURE COMM UNICATIONS, I NC . 

SANCOH, I NC . 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERAT I VE ASSOC I ATION 

13 RC COMM UNI CATIONS, I NC 

H SPL lTROC K PROPERTI ES. INC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE . INC. 

16 TRl·COUNTY TELECOM, INC. 

17 FAITH MUNI C IPAL TELEPHO~£ COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEP ENDENT TEL EPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BR DCEWATER CANI STOTA INDEPENDENT 

20 TE ErHONE COMPANY 

,1 N - u TELE PHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOP ER\ T l VE TELErHONE 
COMPANY 

23 

25 

KA DOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKI NGS MUNl CIPAL TE~EPHONE 

l TC97 · 089 
) 

l TC97 · 090 
) 
) 

) TC97 · 092 
) 

) TC97·093 
) 

l TC97 · 09 4 
) 
) 

TC97·095 
) 

) TC97 · 096 
) 

) TC97 - 097 
) 

) TC97 ·098 
I 
) TC97-099 
I 
) 

l TC97·100 
) 

l TC97·101 
) 

l TC97· 102 
) 

) TC97·105 
) 

l TC97·108 
) 

) TC97· 1 13 
) 

I 
) TC97 · l 14 , 
I 
) TC97 · 115 
) 

I TC9'; 117 , 
) 

) TC97 - 121 

' I TC97 125 
) 

TC97-l)O 

2 



1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNI CATIONS ! NC . , D/ B/ A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNI CATIONS 

4 COO PERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

6 US WEST CO MM UNICATIONS, I NC. 

7 THR EE RI VER TELCO 

8 

g 

I 
l 
I TC9 7- 13l 
I 
I 
l TC9 7- 1S 4 
) 

I 
) TC9 7- 15S 
) 

I TC97- 163 
) 

I TC:17 - 167 
I 
I 

10 

11 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO MM ISSION 

1 2 PRQCEEQlNCS: 

13 

14 

lS 
PUC COMMISSI ON; 

November 19 , 1997 
1 : 30 P. M. 
Room 41 2 , Capi t ol Build i ng 
Pierre, South Dakota 

Jim Burg, Chairman 

3 

16 

17 

Laska Schoenfel der. Co mm1 ss1 o ner 
Pam Nelson, Commissioner 

18 COMMISSI ON STAPF 
PRESENT ; 

19 
Rol a yne Ail ts Wiest 
Camro n Ho seck 
Karen Cremer 
Har l an Best 
Bo b Knadle 
Gre g o ry A. Rislov 
Dav i d J acobson 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 
Reported by : Lo r i J. Gr ode, RMR 
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Fo r US West: 

A P P EA 8 A N c E s 

Willi am P . Heaston 
1801 Cal if o rni a Street 
Su1 te 5100 
Denve r, CO 80202 

and 

Tamara A. Wilka 
P .O. Box 501S 
Siou x Falls, SO S7ll7 -S01S 

9 For SO!TC: Ri1;hard o . Coit 
P. O. Box 57 
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ll 

Pierre, SO S750l E. Solomon 

12 Fo r Ft. Randall : Darl a Pollman Rogers 
P .O. Box 89 
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25 
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Witness 

Don Lee 
Bill Haugen, Jr. 
Bo b Bar!'~ el d 
Harlan Best 
Jon Lehner 
Harlan Bes:: 
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46 
52 
5 <I 
67 
86 
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P R o C: E E P I N r._s_ l 

2 CHAIRMAN BURC : Okay. We'll go ahead a nd get 

3 started. I'll begin Che he a ring for the docke ts 

4 relating to the eligibl e t e leco mmunications c arrie r s 

5 designa t ion. The time is app r oxi mately 1:50. The d a te 

6 is No vember 19, 1997; and the location of the hearing 

7 is Room 412, State Capitol. Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 I am Jim Burg, Commission Cha irman. 

9 Commissioners ~aska S~hoenfelde r and Pam Nelson a r e 

10 also present. l'm p r esiding o ver th i s hearing . Tne 

11 hearing was noticed pursuant to the Commission's Orde r 

12 For a~d Notice of Hear i ng issue d November 7, 1997. 

13 The issues at this hea ring sha ll be as 

1 4 follo ws : One, whether the requesting 

15 telecommuni c a tions company should be granted 

16 designation as eligible telecommunications carriers; 

17 and, t * o, what se r vice areas sha ll be est a blished by 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

2 s-

the Commi ssion. 

All pa r ties ha v e the right to be present and 

to be rep r esented by a n a ttorney . All persons so 

t es tify i ng will be swo r n in a nd subj ect to 

cros s - e xamina tion by the par t ies. The Commission's 

f inal dec ision may be appe a l e d b y the part ies t o the 

State Circuit Cou rt and the S ta t e Sup r e me Court . 

Rolayne Wiest will ac t as Commissio n 
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l counsel . She may pro v ide r ecommended ru lings on 

2 procedural and ev ldentlary mat ters . The Commission ma 

3 over r ul e its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the hearing. If not overruled , the preliminary rulings 

S will become final . 

6 At this t1me I'll turn it o ver to Rolayne f or 

7 che hearing. 

8 MS. WIEST : I'll t ake appearances of the 

9 parties. Rich, who do you represent? 

10 MR . COIT: I'm here today representing all of 

ll the SDITC member companies, and al so Kadoka wh ic h has 

12 recentl y app l~ed for me mbership with the coalition . 

13 And Darla Roge r s is here representing some companies, 

1 4 and I guess she could indicate f o r the record which 

.s one s she's representing. 

' -. " MS . ROGERS: I'm here representing Valle y; 

11 Stockhol m-Strandburg; Golden Weec, lncludi ng V1vian; 

18 and Sully Buttes and Venture. 

MS. WI EST: Could you repeat those ag a in? 

20 Valle;. Stockholm-Strandburg, Vivian, Golden West. 

21 MS. ROGERS: Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture. 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS . WIEST: us West. 

MR. HEASTON: Bill Heaston and Tammy Wil ka 

~or us west CQmmun,cat1ons. 



l 

2 

MS. CREMER: 

MR. HOSECK: 

7 

Karen Cremer, Commission staff . 

Ca mro n Hoseck, Commission 

3 staff. 

4 MS . WIEST: We have had a request t o take o ne 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

1 2 

13 

o f these docke ts f irst and that's TC97 -075. Do any of 

t he parties wan t to mak~ an o pen ing statement before we 

begin? 

Why d on't you proceed wit h 0 75 then. 

MR . COIT: Sure, that's fine. I real ly d o n't 

have an o pen i ng s tatement. There are a coup le o f 

e xhib its that we would like t o admit. And I understand 

t.here's also been some letters sent to th e Commission 

t ha t we would li ke to admit into t he r ecor d as evidenc e 

14 o n the ETC q uestions. And t hat would be Exh ibit Number 

15 1, which is the appli c a tio n of Fo r t Randal l f o r ETC 

16 designa t ion, and Exh ibit No. 2, whi ch i s the response 

17 of Fort Randa ll to a data req uest from staff, da ted, r 

18 believe . Oc t o be r 1st. And there are t wo letters. 

19 don't kno w i ( we've mark ed those yet. 

20 ( EXHIB ITS NC . 3 a nd 4 WE RE MARKED FOR 

21 lOENTJF I CATlON.) 

22 MR. COIT: The re a r e t wo othe r exhibits chat 

23 have been marked Exh1bi t No. 3. Kathy M'l rmet, is c hat 

24 the lett er of Dak ot a or is Exhibit 3 the letter. 

2S MS. MARMET: Exhibit 3 is the lette r of 
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l Dak ota. 

2 MR . CO I T : So the Ex hi b it 3 is the l e tte r 

3 from Ro bert Marme t to the Commiss ion , and Exhibit 4 is 

4 a l e tte r fr om Mike Brad l ey to the Commiss ion . 

s MS . WIEST : What's the date of t hat lette r , 

6 the lett e r f r om Bradley? 

7 

8 

MR . COT T : ~ o v ember 18th . 

MS . WIEST: Be c ause I have one dated November 

9 18th and one the 19th . 

10 MR . COIT: 1 th ink so . l s tha t r ight, 

11 Exhibit 3, 1s that the 19th? Okay . I had a let ce r 

12 th~t wa s dated yeste rday. but the o nes we have marked 

, 3 for adm1ss1on today, l believe both the l etters a r e 

14 dated the 19th. November 19th . 

15 MS WIEST. So the le t te r f rom Mr . Bradley i s 

16 dat~d the 19th? 

17 MR . COIT: Yes . Sorry abo ut that . 

1s MS. w:EST : And that's Exh1b1t 4 . 

! 9 MR. COIT : I don'l know why they' re dated 

20 I d1~:e r ently . 

2: ad~!S&lon on. 

T ,e 19th 1s the one we're seeking 

I believe. Yes. they are i dentical so 

:2 we ' r e seeklng admission o f th e 19th l etter. 

2 4 

~S. W!EST: ! think they' r e not exactly 

identical but we 'll 90 with t he 19th . Could t see t he 

le: . er f rom Da ko ta ? I don't believe we got c o pies of 
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l that one. ( Pause. ) so at this time a r e you of fer ing 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

1 2 

13 

Exhibits l, 2, J and 4 ? 

MR . COlT: Yes, that's correct . 

MS . WIEST: ls t here any objec t i on to tbose 

exhibits being admitted? If not, l, 2, J a nd 4 have 

been admitted in TC9 7-075. Then at this ti me I would 

a sk if an y o f the part ies have a ny quest i o ns pertain i ng 

to 7C97 - 075, i ncluding the Commissioners ? 

The onl y question I woul d ha v e , Rich , is on 

the response co the data request, Exhibit 2. And the 

f i r st questi o n i t talks about single party serv ice . r 

guess it's not absolutel y clear that it 's available to 

all the customers the way t hat the statement is wri tte n 

1 4 a nd answered. 

1 5 MR. COI T : Oh , because they said d o es che 

16 

17 

1 8 

l 9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

H 

25 

abov e-referenced company have th is servi c e . 

MS. WfEST: Right. 

MR . COIT: Yeah, I guess t hat is correct. 

Ano 1 am not here today to serve as a witness. 

MS . WIEST : No. 

MR . COI T : if that's a conce r n that you feel 

you need addressed, and I hate to s ay this, but I was 

led co be lieve tha t i f there we re s ome q uestio ns on 

app lications and there was not a witness here t o answe r 

that, those quest ions could b e dealt wi th bec weer. now 
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1 and December 2nd . There are witnesses here today for 

2 s ome of the other appli c ati ons, but there is not a 

3 witness here today with respect to Fort Randall's 

4 appli c ation . 

MS . WI EST: The o nly other thing I would 

6 suggest is ~hat perhaps the Comm1ss1on could Just have 

7 lt clarified by another a ff idavit fr om the person . 

8 CHAIRMAN BURG: We could approve it on the 

9 basis of that clar i fication . 

10 MS . WIEST : A late-filed e xhibit j ust 

l l clarify i ng that since we are taking affidavits from the 

12 ~ l tnesses o n ot her 1ssues. 

1 3 

lS I q uestions 

16 

17 

MR . CO IT: I apprecia te that o ption. 

MS. WIEST : Otherwise, are there any other 

:·elating t o 07S? 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: Can we ma ke bench decisions? 

MS. WIEST : Staff ~111 have something t oo . 

16 They' ll have t e& 1mony on all o ! the c ases. Does staff 

19 want to go now. o r d o you wan t to go at the very end? 

2 0 MR . HOSECK : Or,g i na ll y we h a d planned to g o 

2: after the oppl1 can ts had . 

22 

2) 

MS. WIEST : All th e applicants? 

MR. HOSECK: Yes . And 1f these are treated 

2 ; en m•s s o r s omething f airly close to tha t, t hen we 

2S would be prepa r ed to put on ou r case 1n a similar 



ll 

l manner. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: That's fine . 2 

3 MS. WIEST: Let's j ust go thro ugh them and 

4 then we'll have Harlan as the witness . Let ' s g o back 

S t o TC97- 068. Does anyone have any quest ions on 

6 TC97-068? 

7 CHAlRMAN BURG: Just a clarification. What 

8 d a ta request r esponse is t h is? 

9 MS . WIEST: Yes . Tha t would be l n tha t 

10 packet. . 

11 MR. COI T : Is the re a c hanc e that we could 

12 consider o r deal with these en mass as Mr . Hoseck bas 

!l indica ted o r sugges t ed ? 

14 MS. WIEST: I' d rather no t j ust bec a us e o n a 

15 fe w of them l have a couple ques tions on some of them. 

16 MR . COIT: Okay . Should t go ahead and 

17 int.roduce t he e xh ibits? 

18 

19 

MS. IOEST: Yes. 

MR. CO IT : W1th respect to Dock et TC97·068 

20 there .re t wo ex hib its . Exh i bit No. l is the a ctu a l 

21 ETC request filed by Viv ia n Telepho ne Company. And 

22 Exh ibit No. 2 is the re sponse o f Vi v ian Tel ephone 

23 Company to a data r equ e st from Commis s ion staff. We 

H 

2S 

woul d move the admission o f those exh i b i ts. I d o not 
have the dates. I don't have them he re with me. 
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l Ok a y . Yeah , the da t e o n t h e Ex h i b it No. 1 is 6 - 1997 , 

2 and t he da te o n the re s p o nse t o the da t a reques t is 

3 10 - 14 -97. 

s 

6 

CHA rRMAN BORG: 6-9; r ight . no t 6- 1 9? 

MR . COIT: 

MS . WI EST : 

6 - 19 

Ok ay. 

6-9, e xcuse me. 

I s there a n y objection t o 

7 admitting Exhib i ts 1 and 2 in 068? If not , t hey' ve 

8 been admitted . Again, Ri~ h. o n Exhib it 2, the fi r st 

9 question. it says we provide single party se r v i ce 

10 throughout. 

11 customers? 

I guess I'll a ssume t hat mea ns all 

12 MR. CO IT : I wo u l d call Don Lee . Don Lee i s 

13 here rep r esenting Vivia n a s well as some of the o t he r 

' . ... 
:s 

17 

1 il 

companies . Don Lee. d o you wan t co t ake a seat? 

DON LEE , 

c al led as a ~ itness, be ing first d ul y s wo rn , 

was exam1~ed and testi f i e d a s follows : 

P!RECT EXAM INAT ION 
19 BY MR. COl T : 

2 0 Cou!d you respond to Commission counsel's 

21 questton. please ? 

22 . ". Yes . 7he ans• .. er to y o u r que s tion is, yes, i t 

23 does 1nd1cace that :hey provid e s e rvice p rivate li ne 

2 , throughout the s tudy are a . 

25 MS . WIEST : Si ngle party co al l cu s tome rs ? 



l 

2 

3 

It's available to all customers? 

A . Right . 

MS. WIEST : Th an k you. 

13 

Th'lt's the o nly 

4 quest ion I have. Does anybody else have ar.y questions 

S f o r this witness for 068? If not, than k you . I did 

6 adm1t Exhibit land 2. 069. 

7 MR . COIT: We would mov e the admission of 

B Exhibits No . 1 and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or appl i c ation dated 6-9 · 97 and re sponse to a staff 

10 data request dated 10·1 4 · 97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, they•v• 

12 been ~dmitted . 

:3 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me. 1 do 

l'l not I.ave the data request up here with me for some 

15 rea son. I·~ s o rry about this, but I need t o go back 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about the Lifeline, Link Up. I think 

17 was that covered 1n the data request? I'm sorry t o be 

18 beh1nd the eight ball, butt did not have that and so I 

19 need to kno w whether this company is doing Lifeline. 

2 0 L1nr. Up now o r whether you need to ·· whe ther y ou 

21 1ntend to have that implemented by l·l? 

22 A. You're re!err1~g t o the Vivian Telephon e 

23 Compan y ? 

24 COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Yeah, V1v1an 1s 

2 5 what we ' re doing now. 



1 A . Vivian Telephone Company does provide 

2 Li!eline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

3 excepti on o f the Vivian Exchange, and they anti c ipate 

~ pro viding it in the Vivian Exchange b y J anuary 1, 

5 1998. 

6 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : But anti c ipa ted 

7 and doing it are t wo di!ferent th i ngs . n nd l t hink l' 

8 go i ng to have to be ass u red tha t you' r e e i ther g o ing t o 

9 do it or tha t you' re goi ng to ask f o r s omr th1ng from 

10 .JS. 

1 1 A . Do you want a commitment that we wi ll d o i t 

:2 by tho: d a te? 

t) 

1 ~ I o ne 

: s 

l ii 

o ! 

A . 

COMM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : I t hink that. ' & 

the r e quirements. 1( l' m read ing the Act right . 

Yeah . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOENF ELDER : And I th in k 

:7 :h,, ,•s 1mpo r:.1n~ thnc ~e have that o n the re cord . 

t a ~~rtai n:y. co~~1ss 1o ner . The answe r 1s. yes, 

1, they are co~~. cted Lo pro v!d1n9 it by l·l-1998 . 

2 C 

~ . .. . 

::?3 c n · o 

25 

CQMv :ss: n s E? SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

CHA:RMAS SURG : Just a questi on , a general 

On the to:l. what d o we c all it toll 

Oo - e ne ~d a statement on those , too , o r a 

1-:S. w :ES7 . Th ey d id actua ll y request waive rs 
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l in their o r i g inal applications . 

2 MR . COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess. the quest ions and so f o rt h, 1 was 

4 basically -- be fo re the Commiss ion a cts o n any o f 

S these, go i ng to restat e the r equest. But i f the 

6 

i 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

1 5 

16 

commi ssion has questionB of Mr. Lee wit h re s pect to 

ce rta i n aspects of providing it, I would -- yeah. I 

would suggest you g o ahead and a sk it. 

CHAiRMMJ BURG: No , l d o n't have a problem as 

long as we kno w all of chem that 's g oin g t o apply to. 

ln other wo rd s . if it applies t o every one o f t hem, 

then the statement at the end saying it applies on al l 

of them i s ad equat e for me. Or i f you have s ome that 

already could d o t he toll control , we n e ed to kno w 

that. I do ubt Lf the re a re a ny at t h i s time. 

MR. COI T : No, we don't. And the wa i ver 

17 request is included in a ll the a pplications. But just 

18 t o make sure i t was ruled on, I was in tending on 

19 b r i nging it up again a t the end. 

2 0 CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay. That's fi ne with me. 

21 MS. WIEST: Any other questions of this 

22 wi tness reg a rding 06 8 a nd 069 7 If not, we will g o t o 

23 TC9i-Oi0. 

MR. CO IT : Ag ain, I woul d move for the 

25 admLssion o f t wo exh ibi ts in TC97-0i0 , and that is the 

.. 
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l ETC app lication o r reques t dated 6-10 - 97 and response 

2 to s t aff ' s data request d ated 10- 97 . 

3 MS . WIEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

4 1 and 2 h ave been admitted . 

5 with regard to th1s d o c ket? 

6 TC97-071. 

Are there any questions 

If no t. let's 90 t o 

7 MR. COI T : We would move for the a dmission o f 

8 Exhibits No . l and 2, request for ETC status d ate d 

9 6 - 10- 97 a nd response t o dat a r equest of staf f dated 

10 10 -9- 97 . 

11 MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ct i o~ to Exh ibi ts 1 and 

12 2? l f not, they• ve been admit ted . Are there any 

13 questions regard ing TC 97 -07 1? If n o t. we will go to 

14 TC97 -0 73 . 

15 MR . COI T : We would move ! o r the a dm1 ss1on of 

16 Exh1 b1t No. 1, ETC request dated 6-11-97 and Exh 1.b1t 

17 No. 2, re sponse t o staf! dat a request d a - ed 10-1 4 -97. 

18 MS. WI EST : Any obJ e c t1 ons to Exhibits l a nd 

!9 2 be~na admit~ e d? ·' not , the y have been a dmitted . 

20 Any ques : -ons rega r d:ng 073? 

21 MR . CO IT : woul d note that Dennis La w, who 

22 is the c~r r ent mar. ger o ! Sioux Va lley Telephone 

23 Company. 1s ava ilable 1! the Commissione rs h a ve any 

2 4 questions. 

25 MS. WI EST: Any ques t ions ? l f not. we• 11 go 



1 7 

l t:o TC97 -074. 

2 MR . COIT: We would move for che admission o f 

3 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-12 - 97 

4 

s 

6 

and Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data request dated 

1 0- 31 - 97. 

MS . wrEST: Are there any obj ections? if 

7 no t, l and 2 hav e been admi teed. Are there any 

8 questions conce rning 0 7 4 ? r have the same quest ion on 

9 chis one, Rich , wi th respect to tne data request number 

10 o ne . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

ls 

'6 
l7 

f iled . 

MR. COTT: Wou ld an aff idavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST: ~eah, as far as a ll customers. 

MR . CO IT : Okay . I will make su r e chat g e ts 

MS. WIEST: Any questions o n 01 .; ? If not, 

l~c · s g o c o TC97-077. 

MR COIT: We woul d move f o r the admiss ion of 

19 Exhibit No. 1, wh1 c h 1s che ETC request and chac• s 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Al so mo ve f o r admission of Exhibit No. 

20 2, w~ich is a response to data r equest dated 10-9-97. 

21 And there 1s also an Exhibit No. 3 in this docke t, a 

22 supplemental re sponse c o staff data request. lt's 

23 d a t ed 10-28-97 . We mov~ the adm ission o f all three 

2,; e x h i b it s . 

25 MS. WlEST : Any obj ection? If not , chose 

' 
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1 three t x hib1ts have been admi tted . Are there any 

2 quest ions regarding this d ocke t? 

3 MR. COIT: I believe Mr . Lee 1s representing 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

l 2 

: 3 

. .. 

ITC toda y as well? 

MR. LEE· 

MS i;:£S7: 

MR . COI T : 

That's right. 

Okay. Let's g o t o TC97·078. 

we move for the admiss i on o f 

Ex h1b1: No. l, which 1a the £TC request dated 6 ·1 3 ·97 

and nove ! or the ad~1111on o, Exh1b1t No. 2, wh1ch l s 

r espo nse to sta !! data request d a ted 10· 9·97. 

MS. w:£S7 : Any o b J e ct 1on t o those e xh ibits? 

! ! not , t.ney•ve been admitted . Any questions 

con~•rning tn1a docket.? Let's go to T~97·080. 

MR. co: , . WI! move f o r the admission o ! 

. S Ex n1e1 t No :. v h,cn 1s the ETC request dat e d 6 ·1 6 -9 7 , 

:o and lso mo ve t o r adm1ss1 on o f response to staf f d a t a 

:1 requl!at Exhd)lt No. 2, wh1c:h 1s dated 10 - 14 - 9? . 

16 MS. WJ E.:;T Any obJ e ct1on to Exhibits 

:?? :[ no t., th•y've been admitt.ed . An y questions 

re9ard1no this d oc ke t? l( not , let's move t o 

7 C • 7 081 

and 

MR. CO!T: We move f or the adm1sa1 o n o f ETC 

~1 rPque11 • d a tl!d 6·H,-07, which is Exhibit r,;o. l, aind a l s o 

:? .; 1 Exh: l-.t No 2, :-espo nse t o sta!f data request, dated 

25 1 0 .5· 9 7. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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MS. WIEST: Are there any objections t o 1 and 

2? If not , the y ' ve been admitted. Any questions 

regarding this docket? So, Rich , with respect to this 

o ne, y ou will be ask i ng a t the end abo ut the waiver for 

the single party and all the other wa i vers ; is that 

right ? 

MR. CO!T: Is there a waiver r equest in the 

State line on t h e single pa r t y issue? 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

MR. CO IT: 1 wasn't aware o f that. I 

ll understood there we re some compan i es that had purchased 

12 US West exchanges that were still i n the process of 

13 convert ing some party lines. But, yes, if they need a 

14 wa i ver, I guess so. I'll rene w that request . I don 't 

1S have any factual information l c&n pro vide. 1 d on't 

16 believe, Mr . Lee. are you here representing Stateline? 

17 MR. LEE: I am . And i n conversatio ns with 

18 Stateline management yes:erday , they i ndicated that 

19 chey wou ld li kely need a wa ive r request unt il Ma rch, 

20 April r ime ! rame when they c an fi n i sh the construction 

21 to provide al l o ne party service. 

22 MS. WIEST: And i n their application they're 

23 actuall y ask ing f or a one-year wa i ver ; correct? 

24 MR. LEE: But they 're willing tQ shorten it 

2S up. 
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1 MS . WIEST: So y ou probably j ust need a 

2 wa i ver until June? 

3 MR. LEE : That would be adequa te. 

~ MS. WIEST: June ls~ ? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : Do we need to act on the 

6 waivers now? 

7 CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Do you want c1 

8 motion on the waiver n o w? 

MS. WIEST: L~ t·s talk a bout tha t. The thing 
9 

10 1s that all o f these, 1 belie ve, are going t o also need 

Jl a motion on the wa1vers f or the one year on the toll 

12 cont r ol, and we haven't been doing any of thos e moc i ons 

ll at this t1me. 

CHAIRMAt,; BURG, We ha v e to take each o f those 

l S separate motions, do y ou t hink, at the end for the toll 

16 control? 

: 7 

: s 

:?1 on~. 

23 

MS. WIEST : 

MR, CO:T : 

Yes . Il we want to go·· 

We could pic k it u p here now and 

That m1ght be the e a siest way . 

CH AIRMAN 6URC· !f we got to go through each 

1-!R . t.:0!7: Rule on them a s you go th r oug h . 

CHA!RMA1' BURC : Ea sier than 90109 back. 

:?4 MS w : EST : Ok a)•. Fo r 081 with re s pect to 

2S che waiver until J une l&t, 1998, conce rn i ng s i ng le 
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l party service to all customers, and the second waiver 

2 on toll control !or one year -- o ne year from wha t 

3 date, Rich? 

4 MR . COIT: I think I would guess that that 

5 would be f r om the date of the order. 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y . 

7 MR . COIT: On the toll control? You're 

8 spcaYing to the toll con trol; correct? 

9 MS. WlEST: Yes , toll con trol. 

10 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: t ha ve a question 

11 as long ao we're talk i ng about the wa i vers both on tol l 

12 cont rol and on the single party service. As lo ng as 

13 you're asking for waivers, let'o ma k e sure it's done 

1 ~ properl y and that we' r e not back here in t wo months 

1 5 ask1ng for more waivers. l would hate to go th r o ugh 

16 this process. or would not like to go through this 

17 process again . I think we need to be accurate when 

1S we're doing it. I also have a question about what 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

meets the requirements o f t he Act ? How much o ! a 

waiver can we give? 

to that. 

MS. WIEST : 

I don't know as r know the answer 

Right. The time a ctua lly in the 

FCC Order is not specified. But it does say in 

paragraph 89, I believe, that t he Commission muse. upon 

25 a ~ind ing of exceptional circumst a nces, you c an make a 
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1 waiv e r fo r s i ng l e pa r ty s erviees for a speci f ied period 

2 o f time. And als o o n the t oll l imi~ a tion the company 

3 must also sho w e x ceptio na l circumst a nces e x ist and n e e d 

4 f o r add itiona l time t o upgrade. They should h a ve to 

s show i nd ivid u a l hardship. indi v i dualizeJ h a rdship or 

6 i nequity warrants additiona l time to comply a n d that 

7 wou ld better serve the public in terest that is i n 

8 str ic t adherence t o the time period and i t should 

9 e x tend on.y as l o ng aa the e xeepti o nal c ircums tance s 

10 exist. 

ll MR . COI T : I wo u l d no t e t hat i n the 

12 app lications, while we've requested a year, we·ve a l s o 

13 indicated that within t hat peri od o f t i me we would file 

1 4 s ome lnformat 1 o n w1ch the Commissi on i nd icat i ng, you 

15 kn o w, when the capabil it y 1s available. rt the 

16 Commissi o n ·· what we h a ve ·· and Mr . Lee, I think , can 

:1 ans. • r s ome quosc1ons 1n the area of toll con trol tha t 

!S • c,n 't answer . But we·re fa c ed with a situation toda y 

:9 w .~1c : he capab1 l1ties are just not available . If a 

2 0 year 1s too long, you know, f r o m ou r perspect i ve we 

21 rea l ly didn't k now when 1 t wo u l d be available and 

22 that's why we requested a yea r . But if there's bette r 

23 inf o rmati o n on tha t , ma ybe th ~ time per iod can be 

2 ~ different , But riyht no w we really don't kno w when t he 

2~ capab1l1ty 1s going to be ava ildbl e . 



23 

1 COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER: l hate to belabor 

2 the point, and I kno w everyone wants to get th r ough 

l this , but to me it's very important that we do it 

4 right . An d so if it means that we need t o ans wer t he 

S quest ion when we g r ant these wa iver s and we send these. 

6 o r y o u send them on co the FCC, we nved t o be sure that 

7 y ou have spe lled ou t why tbese companies ·· at least 

8 this is what r• m understanding·· why these compan i es 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why it'$ going t o take that 

10 long of a pe riod o f t i me to do single party service . 

11 And s o I t h ink t hat should be in the application 

12 some where, o r at least in o ur motion as we approve it, 

1) or we sho uld ha ve s o mething on the record to support 

1 4 where we're goi ng . 

15 MS. WIEST : They do e x plain the reasons i n 

16 thei r application, their o r igi nal appli c ation. with 

17 respect to toll control. 

18 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MS. WlEST : But if the r e are any f urthe r 

questio n s that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t thi s 

time , if you need mo re information o n that. we cou ld do 

tha t now. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would li ke t o 

2 4 kno w · · and this probably i sn't true o f all compan ie s . 

25 But o f th e ones you're testify i ng for a t l east. 

I 
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l Mr. Lee, where they' re a t in deploying t he techno logy 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what kind o f 

3 delays you might e x pect . Because ! d on 't wa nt this to 

4 not go Co rward the way that lt'a been perce1ved that it 

S shoul d go f orwa r d . 

6 MR. :.££ : Sure . Okay. I might respond t o 

7 tha t 1n general; and then 1 f there are specific 

8 queat1 o n5, !'d be happy to do that . But the 1aaue o f 

9 coll l1D1tat1 on, which believe unde r the FCC's 

to deac r1pt1 o n 1dent1 ! 1es a toll restriction and a toll 

:1 cont r o l. and the issue at hand 1s 1n the toll concrol. 

12 wh1ch my understanding 1a to indicate that the end user 

13 subsc riber 18 to be able to control the amount of it s 

1~ mo nthly b1ll, at which time a restr~ct1on automati c all 

:s '-· C'-B in and d1sal: o wa acce ss to the long distance 

7o ~y ,-no w.edge , the re 1a n o s witch vendor 1n 

:~ on 1: . co~ .d .~c s1 : here with a clear conscience 

ir anJ 1nd1ca:e tha· on X date that l would e x pec t 1t wil l 

0~ VJ l :c1b)e Given "'"Y honest op1n1on, I would doubt 

· n,~ :t's a vatl~b!~ lo the general population w1th1n a 

And there1n 18 the reason I 

: ; ce •• e~e that s~ :7C -embers ask for the one· year period 

:~ L~~a se we o on·t anticipate it being ava ilable. 
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16 
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The second o r alternat i ve to t hat 1s a 

soft ware prov isioni ng of t ol l cont r ol. And. again . co 

my kno wledge, there is n o i nte r face between a softwa re 

system and a s wi tch that h a s tha t c apabil i ty . 

Prioa r il y bec a u se it ~ ould take real time ra ting of a 

customer's usage ; and because t he customer control 

swi t ch i ntere xc hange carrier it•s choosing. there are a 

myriad o f o pt ional c a ll p lans a nd r a te structures th t 

woul d be applied . And, to my kno wl edge. there j ust i s 

no technology. no r s o f twa r e , a va ilabl e to car ry out 

that prog r am . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And i f I recall 

right. it doesn't ·- it's no t permissive , o ne o r t he 

o th e r. You really to need t o do all o f t he above. 

MR. LEE: It i ncludes both , tha t's cor r ect. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 bel i eve some 

17 compau ies have asked che FCC ! o r cl a rification , that 

1 8 so r t of th i ng . And a s fa r as 1 kno w, y ou mig h t have 

19 better i nfo rma tion than! do that that decision has not 

20 been handed down by the FCC. 

21 MR. LEE: f.. , I doubt 1 have b e tter 

22 informat ion; and, B. I agree it has not been handed 

23 d o wn, to my k nowledge. There is that cla r i f ication 

24 procedure r equest in front of the FCC. 

2 S COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG : To my kno wledge, everybody 

2 c an of fer toll limi ta tion; right, from what we' v e had 

3 to get a gene ra l statement? 

4 MR. LEE: I'm go ing to define as t oll 

s restrlct1on, i f 1 c an, i nstead of toll limitation, yes. 

6 CHAIRMAI': BURG: Toll blocking is wha t l 

7 mean. Everybody c an of fer that? 

& MR. LEE : To my knowledge, that's a true 

9 u :. atement . 

1 0 CHAIRMAN BURG: And I guess my position i s to 

11 me, t.he ot he r rea lly don't see , you kno w, since 

:2 yo u aa1d t•'s no t av a ilable , I c a n' t see them 1mply1 ng 

13 it or even putting it int o here. I think i t satisf i es 

1 4 all o t ou1 needs I have no problem giving the fu ll 

I S yea: o r mo t~ a s . ong as it gets th r ough FCC . wh ich at 

:o ~his :.1me 1t. appe ars 1t should. Sor do n't see this 

: 7 po int t o ~e :n ma king i t a ohorter limi t because 1 

: s do n t think .t w1l l 1nt.er ! ere wi th the ETC 

: ~ es ~a~ • . sh~er.t . 

2 0 MR . LEE : I woul d a gree with tha t and then 

., . -' WO .. , po :nt out 1n the applicati o ns the compan ies have 

22 ind1caceo t.hat lhey wil l inves: i gate and wi l l work with 

: ) tne1r s w~t c h ~endo rs s o that when lt does become 

available, they're willing t o implement it. I chink 

2S that the tel ephone companies feel tha t o nce it becomes 
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l available, it iu i n the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of that concept. 

3 CHAIRMAN BORG: With that I'll move that we 

4 grant the one-yea r waiver on toll -- what 1s i t 

5 called? Toll l1mitation? Toll control? 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

7 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm goi ng to 

8 concur with that as long a s the motion is unders tood 

~ that there will be some formal way to limit toll for 

10 these customers j us t so that everybody unde r stands the 

1.1 motion. 

12 CHA IRMAN BURG: I th ink in every application 

13 you agreed that you ca n do toll restriction --

14 MR . LE£: Right . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

1 6 app licrtions, and that to me is satisfactory. 

17 

18 

MR. LEE: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you wan t them as a 

19 separate motion? Okay . 

20 we need on this one? 

l'll also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIE ST: The single pa~ty service until 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move thal we grant a 

2~ waiver in TC97-081 i n the single party requ i rement 

2S until Ju ne l, 1998. 
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COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: I'd second. 

COMM ISSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

1 

2 

3 MS. WI EST : Any other quest ions in 081? Do 

4 you want to go back now? 

s CHAIR MAN BURG: It might be e a sier to go b a ck 

6 and get these others . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: Whatever . 

HS . WIEST: We'll g o back to 068, and the 

9 motion 1n 068 wil l be f o r the one-yea r waiver o n toll 

10 control. 

l 1 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 11 move that we g rant the 

:2 wa 1ver o f t oll cont r ol 1n TC97·07S. 

13 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

1 4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

lS 

16 

MS. WIEST: 068. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the toll 

17 ·· I mean I' ll move we grant the waiver for toll 

18 l1m1tation. 

19 MS. WIEST : Toll con trol. I'm so r ry, we have 

2 0 to be a ccurate because what the FCC did is they call it 

21 co~o1ned to ll con t rol and toll blocking as coll 

22 lim1tation. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll move we g rant the wa i ver 

24 for Lo ll con trol 1n TC97·069. 

2S COMMISSI ONER NE LSON: Seconded. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Fo r one year ? 

CHAI RMA N BURG : Yes . 

MS. WIEST : 069 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll kee p ma k ing them. 

29 

I'll 

move we gran t the toll cont r ol waiver i n TC97 -0 69 for 

one year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST: 070 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I'l l mov~ tha t we grant toll 

12 cont r ol in TC97-070 f o r o n e year, the wa i ver for o ne 

1 3 year. 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 171. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: f' ll mo ve tha t we g ran t t oll 

18 con tr ~l . t he waiver for tol l con t r ol , in TC97 -07 1 for 

19 o ne year . 

20 

21 

22 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 073. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move Ye grant the wa i ver 

24 f9r toll cont r ol in TC97-07J for o ne year . 

25 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seco nded . 

I . 
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3 

COMMTSSiuNER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 074 . 

30 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we grant the wa iver 

4 for toll control in TC97-01 4 f o r one year. 

s 

6 

1 

8 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 071. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wai ver 

9 for toll control 1n TC97-077 for one year. 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

1 ~ 

:s 

:6 

: 1 

:a 

COMM ISSIONER MELSON: Seconded . 

COMM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 078. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g . ant the wai ver 

lor toll control in TC97-078 for one year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM ISSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con~ur. 

~·s. WIEST : 080. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And I'll move we grant the 

: 9 wa iver ! or toll control 1n TC97·080 for one ye ar . 

20 

Zl 

22 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

CO MM ISS: ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We did 81; right, and we a r e 

:3 done with 81. 

MS. WIEST: Any further questions on 08 1 ? 

25 083, :'C91-083 . 



31 

1 MR. COIT: We would move f o r the admission of 

2 the £TC request filed by Accent, dated 6-17 - 97, and 

3 Exhibit No . 2, the respons e to staff data request whi ch 

4 is dated 10 - 8-97. 

5 MS. WIEST: Any objection? lf not, l and 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions regardi ng 083? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant the toll, 

8 the waiver for toll cont r ol in TC97 -0 83 for o ne year. 

9 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

10 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

11 MS. WIEST: TC97-08 4 . 

12 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of the 

13 ETC request dated 6-17-97, which ia ma rked Exhibit No. 

14 l , and we move for the admission of Exhibit No . 2, the 

15 response to staff data request dated 10-8-97 . 

16 MS. WIEST: Are t here an y o b j ect ions? If 

17 ~o t, they've been admitted. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant the wa ive r 

19 f o r to ll contro l in TC97· 0 8 4 for o ne year . 

2 0 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I'l l concur. 

22 Does t~~s have a single party questi on on this one? 

23 MS. WIEST: No. They said in their origina l 

2 4 application that they are o ffer ing single party service 

2 S to all consumers . 
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1 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: l got a at 1cky on 

2 it. So rry. J ames Val ley; right ? 

3 MS . WIEST: l believe in their -- o kay. 

4 Yeah, that was Bob's q ~ es tion . And the reason he had 

5 the questi o n 1s 1t was a ctually in the o riginal 

6 applicati o n . So i f you look at the or1gi nal 

7 app l 1c a t1on o n page t wo , unde r question number three , 

s t hey d o scate that they provide eingle p a r ty service t o 

9 a ll consumers 1n their serv1ce area . Number four down 

1 0 o n that 11st. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

l2 MS . WIEST : Thank you. Okay . Let's go to 

11 Tc 9 1 - o e s 

14 MR . C0 : 7 : We move for admit ting of Exhibit 

!5 No. l, the ETC request , date d 6 - 17 - 97, and Exhibit No . 

16 2, t he respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10 - 10 - 97. 

17 MS . WIEST : Any o bjections? If not, they've 

: a been admit t ed . l have the s a me q uestion here wi th 

1 9 respec t to quest: o n numbe r on e . 

2 0 MR . C0 :7 . Mr . Be nto n is ava i l a ble to respond 

2l t o questi o ns, I believe . Is this Heartland? Right? 

22 Or, Don. c an you respo nd t o any q uest1ons? 

2 3 MR. LE£ : Mark has asked me to respond on his 

2; b e h a l f , wh1 c h w1 :1 be Heartland Communications, and 

2 5 t hey are offeri ng a ll single. 
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l 

2 

MS. WIEST: singl e par ty wa s offe red to a ll 

cuotomers? Any other questions conce rning this 

3 doc ket? 

4 

Is the re a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 1· 1 1 move that we g rant the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

waiver (or t o ll control t o TC97 - 089 for one y e a r. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON I' d second I t . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : 085 , I believe . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Excuse me. 8 5. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 -086 . 

MR. CO IT: We move f o r the adm1ss1 o n of ETC 

12 :·equest. Ex h1b1t No . l, d a ted 6-17 - 97, a nd respo nse to 

13 staff data requests, Exh i bit No. 2, which 1s dated 

H 10• 1 0· 9 7 . 

15 MS . w rEST: Any obJ e ctions? lf not, they 

16 have been admitted . Same question. c a n you answer 

17 t hat, vr . Lee ? 

l B MR . LEE : I'm sorry, I don't have the 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

25 

associ a t ed compa nies wi th the e xhibit numbers . Whi c h 

compan1 are we referr i ng to? 

MR . ,·01T : 1'1dstate . 

MR . LEE : They a re cu rren tly all priva te line 

services . 

MR . CO IT: Sing le party; correct ? 

MS . WIEST: Single party t o a ll customers ? 
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2 

3 d oc ket., 

q 

H 

MR . LEE: Correct. 

MS . WIEST: Any ot her questi o ns 1n th1s 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we grant the toll 

s control Ja1ver 1n TC97-086 f o r one year. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: l'd second 1t . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST · TC97 •087. 

MR . C0 :7 : We move f o r the a dmiss i o n o f 

10 Ex h1b1 t No. l, ETC request, dated 6-17·97, and Exh ibit 

t~ No. 2, respons~ to sta ! ! data request, dated 10 - 16 - 97 . 

MS. WIEST : Any o b j e c ti o n s? If not, Exh1b1ts 12 

l 3 land 2 have been admitted . 

CHAIRMAN RURC: I'll mo ve we g rant t o ll 

:~ con trol wa iver 1n TC9i-087 for one year . 

1 6 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

l 7 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

: 8 MS WI EST A9a1n, I'd have a qu" st1on on 

!~ thls one. R. ch 

2 fl 

: l I ... e l : . 

22 

23 1:r,e 

Mr L•e lS representing Balt1c a s 

.V.?. . LEE · Baltic 1s cu rrently a ll private 

I'm so rrr. s:ngle party. I sho uld use the right 

2~ ~e ~~. single pa r ty serv1ce 

25 MS. WIEST : T o all c ustomers ? 
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MR . LEE: Correc t. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97-0S8. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

~ Exh ibit No. l, ETC reques t dated 6-17-97. and response 

5 to staff data request, which is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 da t ed 1 0- 17 - 97 . 

7 MS . WIEST: Any objections? If not, Exhibits 

8 1 and 2 have been admitted. 

9 CHA IRMAN BORG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 on toll control in TC97-088 for one year. 

11 

12 

13 

l '1 

15 

16 

17 

this one, 

18 service. 

19 

2 0 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENPELDER: Conc ur. 

MS. WIEST: Can you answer my question 

Mr. Lee? 

MR . LEE: Company name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Currently is 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WIEST: TC'97-089. 

all single party 

MR . CO IT: We move for the admiss ion of 

on 

22 Exhibit No. 1, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-17-97, 

23 and the admissi o n of Exhibit No. 2, which is a response 

24 t o staff data request, dated 10 - 21-97 . 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any objections ? lf not, they've 

1: 

I• 

1, 
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l been adm i tted. Sa me question. 

2 MR. COIT: I d o n't believe that Mr. Lee 1e 

3 here representing Weste r n today. What did they s a y in 

4 the r e sponse? 

MS. WIEST : They said Weste r n Telephone 

6 o ffer s single party service. My questio n is do they 

7 o ffer to every customer again? 

8 

9 

10 

MR . COI T : We ll 

MS. WIEST: Can you do a late-!iled on that ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n d o an affidav it on that 

11 o ne, I ouess. 

!2 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

13 on t o ll control f o r TC97 - 089 f o r o ne year. 

: s 

16 

: 7 

CO MM ISSI ONER NE LSON: I • d second it . 

COMMIS Sl O~ER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Let's go o n t o TC97 -0 90. 

MR. CO IT : We move f o r t he adm1ss1 o n of 

:9 Ex h1b1t No. l, whi c h i s th e ETC req uest da ted 6 - 17 - 97, 

: 9

1 

and Ex h1b1t No 

20 request dated 10· 2~ ·97. 

2, whlch is the response t o staff data 

~. 
'- . 
.. .. 
23 

MS. WIEST : Any o b j ection? l! not, the y've 

been udm1 tted • Any questions con c ern ing t h i s docket? 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I' l l move that we grant a 

2~ waiver o n t o ll con t r ol 1n TC9 7·090 f o r one year. 

2 5 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I ' d second it. . 
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COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the adm1ss1on of 

37 

4 Exhibit No . l, whi c h is the ETC request o! Kennebec 

5 Telephone Company dated 6-18-97. and ~ove f o r the 

6 admiss1on o f Exhibit No. 2. which is the response to 

7 staff jata request dated 10 - 10 - 97. And I would note 

8 h a Mr . Rod Ba uer 1s here to respond to any questio ns 

9 that che Comm1ssi oners o r staff may have concerning 

10 their r equeaL. 

ll MS. WI EST: Any quest ions conce rn ing this 

12 doc ke t? IC no t, do you have a motion ? 

ll CHAIRMAN BURC : 01d we admit both those? 

14 MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, l did not . I w1ll 

15 admit Exhib1c Numbers 1 and 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURC: 1•11 move that we granc a 

17 waiver on Loll control 1n TC97·092 f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON : t·d second lt. 

19 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS WI~S7· TC97-09l. 

21 MR. co :7 : We wou ld move for the admissi on o f 

22 Exh1bit No. l, wh ich is the ETC request o f Jef ferson 

23 Telephone Company. daced 6· 18 -97 . and move also f o r the 

24 adm ission o! Exhibit ~o. 2. response to staff data 

25 request, wh1 c h 18 dated 10· 10 ·97. And I would note 
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1 that Mr . D1ck Connors 1s ava ilable to an s wer any 

2 questions con ce rn ing the J efferson reques~ . 

J MS. WI EST: Any objection t o the exh ibi ts ? 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

If not, they' ve been a dm1tted. 

con c e:ning this docket? 

Any qu estions 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 11 move we grant a wa ive r 

! o r toll control 1n TC97-093 f o r o ne year. 

COMM tSSI ONER NELSON: l 'd second it. 

CO MM tSS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-09 4 . 

MR. COIT: We'd move for the adm ission of 

12 £xh1b1t No. l, which 1s the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

13 and move for the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

H 

: 5 

the r esp onse t o dat a request d a ted 10-lS-97. 

MS . WIES":': Any ob3ect1on t o Exh ibit s l and 

16 2? ,t n~t. those exhibits have been admitt~d. Do you 

.7 have any witnesses ! o r this one? 

:s MR . co :T : Mr. Lee is available f o r bo th 

19 Sully Buttes and Venture. 

20 

~· 

23 

MS . .:: £S7: - Just had o quesc1on, I guess, 

conce r ning sing l e party service because i n chis one it 

does say should !ac1l1c1es not a llow 1mmed1ate s1ngl e 

party se rv ice, Sully Buttes may o ffe r multi-pa rty 

service until the !ac 1 l1t1es are rest o red or inst al l ed 

2S to 111 lo"' [ o r s1n1l e pa .rty service. Has tha t occurred 
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l in the past ? 

2 A. Cu rrently Sully Buttes Tel e pho ne has no 

3 multi -li ne. The fact is a ll sing l e party service. 1 

~ th ink they added tha t l anguage suc h that if there were 

5 a d i saster t ha t t hey had to resp ond to, they wa n ted to 

6 r eserv e the r i ght t o offer par ty l in e under the 

7 emergency basis o nly. But they have for a numbe r o f 

a y e a rs been all single party servi c e . 

9 MS. WlEST : Any other ques tions? 

10 CHA IRMAN BORG: I'll mo ve we gran t a wa ive r 

ll on toll cont r ol for TC9 7 · 094 f o r o ne year. 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

13 

l ~ 

15 

16 

:1 

1 e 

19 

20 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELOBR : Wel l, I 'll 

concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·095. 

MR . COI T : We woul d move for t he admissio n o f 

ETC , Exhibit No. 1. dated 6-19- 97, and a dmiss i on o ! 

Exh ibit No. 2, response to data reques t da ted 

10-15-97. I would point ou t t hat l believe that ~here 

might be an issue with respect to single par t y s ervice 

21 wa iver in chis cas e a s we ll. 

22 

23 

2 .; 

25 

MS. WIEST: Right. At this time are there 

any object1ons to Exhibit l a nd 2? I f not, they've 

been admi tted. Yes. And i t woul d appear they would 

need a waiver. And my quest ion for appa r en tly th e y 

I ' 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

12 

1 3 

15 

16 

4 0 

have three multi - party custome rs and they plan to 

install single party serv i ce dur ing the 1988 

const ruction season . So I guess my question is 

apparently they haven ' t asked f o r a waiver . Are y~u 

doing s o at this time? 

MR. COlT : Yes, we would on t~e 1r behalf . 

And 1 chink Mr. Lee would be a ble t o respond to 

q uest ions o n that . I assume s o anywa y. 

MR . LEE : Sure. But tha t would be co rrect, 

we d o need a waiver . The same June 1 da t e would be 

a cceptable t o us . 

MS . WIEST : June l, o kay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we g rant a wa iver 

!n single party serv i c e to June l, 1998 , in TC97-095. 

COMMt ss:ONER NELSON: l wo uld second that . 

COMM:ss:oi:E? SCHOENFELDER: Sure, l'll 

t 7 concur 

: 8 CHAfRMAN BUPG And :·11 also move that we 

19 gi a nt a wa iver ~o : :o:1 control o n TC97 ·095 ! o r one 

Y" •U. 

21 COMM: ss:ONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd i t . 

COMMl SSlONER SCHOENFELDER. Concur . 

MS Wl ES7 

24 MR . CO : T : ~o ve [ o r the admissio n o f ETC 

25 r equest, Exhibit No. :. dated 6·19·97, and move f o r t he 
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12 

13 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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a dm ission of Exhibit No. 2, response · ~ data request 

dated 10-10-97. 

MS . WI EST: Any object ions? If noc, they've 

been admitted . Any quest io ns conce r ning t hi s doc ket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we gra nt a waive r 

on coll control in TC97·096 f o r one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d seco nd It. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WlEST: TC97 · 097. 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admiss ion of 

Exh ibit No. l, ETC request, dated 6-19·97, and Exh ibit 

No. 2, ~esponse to data request dated 10-10-97, 

MS . WIEST: Any o b j ections? lf no t, they've 

be e n a dmitted. Does anybody h ave any ques tions 

concerning chis docket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a wai ver 

for toll cont r ol in TC97-097 f o r one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·098. 

21 MR . COIT: We move f o r the admission o f ETC 

22 requ e s t dated 6·19-97, which is marked Exhibit No. 1, 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

2 ~ to data r equest dated 10 - 1 4 - 97. 

2S MS . WIEST: Any obj e c ti o n to Exhibits l and 



2? If not, they• ve been admi t ted. Ar e the r e a ny 

questions concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BU RG: I'll move that we g ra nt a 

wa1ver (o r toll control in TC97-098 fo ~ one ye a r. 

CO MM ISS10NER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·099. 

8 MR . CO IT : We mov e for the admission of 

S Ex h1b1t No. l. which .s the ETC dated 6 · 19 · 97, and 

l 0 adm1ss 1o n o f Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is the response to 

data reques t dated 10· 9 97 . 

MS . WI EST: An y obj e ction? I f noc. t hey' ve 12 

13 been adm1tted . I have che s a me question on this one. 

The question is do we have singl e pa rty s ervi c e , and 

:; the ans wer is 1es? 

1r, MR . COIT: Mr . Lee, are you here f o r Robe r ts 

:1 Co~nty o r not? 

I 8 MR . LEE. No. 

,, MR . co : 7 : Then we probab l y need to handle 

: ~t;., · . · suppos!', b y :.he a!!idav1t. 

2: MS. w:EST : Okay 

MR . LEE: Rich, are we tal k ing about Robe rt s 

:n Count.y o r 

24 MR . co:T· Roberts County. 

MR . LEE: I koow f r om a not her sou rce othe r 
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1 than th i s t h a t a s manager of t he S uth Dakota 

2 Association o f Tele pho ne Co-ops a n d the daily requests 

3 we•ve had there that the y do. in f a ct, prov ide a l l 

4 single party service th r oughout Robe r ts Count y Co-op, 

5 if t hat will suffice for your i nfo r ma tion here. 

6 MS. WlEST: Is tha t suffici en t? 

7 MS. CREMER : That' s su ! fic~ent. 

8 MS. WIEST: Okay . 

9 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

10 f or toll control i n TC97·099 fo r one year . 

ll COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

12 COMM !SSlONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

13 MS. WI EST : TC97·l00. 

14 MR . COIT: w~ move for the admission of 

15 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

16 and admiss~on o f Exhibit No. 2, response to data 

17 request dated 10·9·97. 

18 MS. WIEST : Any obJec t ion? If not, they've 

19 been admitted . Same q u~s t1on on this one . 

20 MR. LEE : I don't kno w the ans wer. 

21 MR . CO IT : There 1s -- Mr . Lee 1s not here 

22 representing RC Communications today, s o r suspect 

23 we '~l have to deal with tha t with a la te -fil ed e x h1b1c 

24 if tha t's okay. 

25 MS. WIEST: Ok ay . 



1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a wa i ver 

2 ! or t oll control in TC97-100 f o r o ne year . 

3 

s 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I • d second 1 t . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . W: ES, : 7C9 7·l~l. 

MR. co:T: We move ! o r the adm1ss1o n o f 

7 Exh 1b1t No. 1. wh1ch 1a the ETC request date d 6- 1 9·97, 

8 and Exhi bit No. 2, response t o staf~ data request d ated 

" 1 0-:. 4 S7 

10 MS. WI EST : Any Ob) e Ct l o n ? It not, they've 

11 been admitted . Any q uestions conce rn~ng t his docket? 

12 CH A:RMAN BURG · I'll move we grant waiver f or 

13 toll con trol 1n TC97-101 !or o ne year . 

!S 

COMMt SSIONER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMMl SSICNER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WI EST: TC97·102. 

MR . COl7· We move f o r the admission o ! 

:s Exn1bi t No . . . which 1s the ETC dated 6- 1 9-97. and 

:9 £xh~b.t No. 2. wh1ch is a res ponse to data request 

2~ dated 10 - : ~ ~7 

:n MS. w:EST : Any obJ e ct1cns? If no t. 1 and 2 

22 have bee n admi tted. Any questions conce rn i ng th is 

23 doc ket? 

~4 CHA:RMAS BURG: I ' l l mo ve we grant a wa ive r 

.s ,o r l~ll control in TC97·10 2 for one ye a r. 



1 COMM lSSTONER NELSON: l"d second it. 

2 CO MM ISSTONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

) MS. WieST: TC97 -105. 

4 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of ETC 

S request. Exh ibit No. 1 , dat e d 6-19 -97 . and admission o f 

6 Ex hibit No. 2, r es ponse to dat a request dated 10-14 -97. 

7 MS. WI EST: Any objection ? If not, Ex hibit l 

a land 2 ha ve been admitted . Any ques tions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'l l move we grant a wa i ver 

11 f o r toll control i n TC97 - 105 for one year . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: l"d s e cond it. 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCH06NfEL DER : Concur. 

1 4 MS. WIEST; TC97-108. 

15 MR . CO I T: We mo ve for the admission of ETC 

16 request, Ex hibit No. l, dated 6-23-97, a nd the 

17 admission of Ex hibit No. 2, response to st a ff dat a 

18 request d ated 10-14 ·9 7 . 

19 MS . WIEST , Any objection? lf not. Ex hibits 

20 1 and 2 have been admitted . Sa me question . c an you. 

21 Mr. Lee . an s wer that one? Is that single pa r ty service 

22 available for 

23 

2{ 

25 

MR. COIT: For Fa ith. 

MR . LEE, I do not represent them. I' m sorry. 

MR. COTT: We would request permiss ion to 



1 provide that via af!1davit . 

2 MS WIEST : Okay. 

3 CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

4 fo r toll control in TC97-l08 for one year. 

5 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second lt . 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 113. 

MR . CO IT : we move for the adwi ssion o ! 

9 Ex h i bit No. l , ETC request dated 6-25-97 , and Exhibi t 

10 No. 2 , response to data requests dated 10 -9-97. 

ll ~ S. WIEST : ~ny o b jection? If not, they've 

12 been admitted . I have the same question on this o ne. 

13 MR . corT: Thia 1& Ar~o ur . Bi ll Haugen c an 

1 4 respond t o you r question 

15 MR . HAUGEN Yes. I c an answer that . 

:6 BXLL BAUGSN , JR . , 

:7 

l8 

19 

20 

21 

c a lled as a ~1 tness. be ing first duly s wo rn, 

was exa~ :~ed and te8tif1ed as foll o ws : 

EXAMINATI ON 

~ F HAUGEN Good afternoo n . 

MS . WIES7· And : wou ld just like t o ask you 

2: ! f you cu rrently provzde s1ngle p a rty service t o all o f 

23 your custo~ers tn yo~r area . 

2 ~ MR . HA UG~N : Single party servi ce 1 8 

25 avai l ab le to a_ l o ! ou r ~us tomers in Armour Independen t 



1 Telephone Compa ny service area. 

2 l at e seventies. 

It has b ee n since the 

3 MS. WI EST : Are the re any others ques tions o f 

~ thts witness? Thank you. 

5 CHA IRMAN BURG: I' l l move we grant a wa i ver 

6 for toll control in TC97-ll 3 for o ne year. 

7 COMM ISS I ONE R NELSON: I'd second. 

e CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

9 

10 

MS. WIEST: TC97-11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission o f ETC 

ll request of the Bridgewater-Canistota Telepho ne Company, 

12 wh ich is dated 6-2S-97, that's Sxhibit No. 1 . And also 

13 move f o r the admission of Exhibit No . 2, which i s 

14 response to d a ta reque sts o f staff dated 10-9-97. And 

1 5 Mr . Hauge n is here a s well to respo nd t o any questions 

16 in this docket. 

1 7 MS. WI EST : Firs t of all, any objection to 

18 Exh i bits 1 and 2? If not. they•ve been a dmitted . And 

19 I would ask the s a me question. 

2 0 MR . HA UGEN : Single party service is 

21 available to all the cus t omers in t he 

22 Bridgewa ter - Canistota Exchanges. 

23 MS. WI EST: Thank you. Any ot her questions 

24 of this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 
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1 f or toll control in TC97- 114 f o r one year . 

2 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

3 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WI EST : TC97 - 11S . 4 

s MR . COIT : we wo uld move the adm i ss ion o f 

6 Exh1b1t No. 1, the ETC r equest o f Un1on Tele p hone 

7 Company , dated 6 - 2S - 97, and Exhib it No. 2 , r esponse t o 

8 data request which 1s dated 10- 9 - 97 . 

9 MS . WIEST: Any o bjection? I f not, Exh i bits 

10 land 2 have been admi tted. And I wou ld ask t he s ame 

11 question in this docke t . 

12 MR . HAUGEN : Single party se rv1 ce 1s 

13 available to all the custo mers in the Uni o n Te l epho ne 

14 Compa ny se rv ice area, Hart f o rd and Wa ll Lake Exchanges, 

!S again. has been sinc e l ate sevent1es . 

Hi MS. WIEST : Thank yo u . Any other question s 

17 o! th:s wi tness? 

! s CHA IRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a wa i ve r 

!9 : o r t oll :est r 1c:1on 1 n 7C97-l 1 S f o r on e year . 

20 COMM :SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

2: COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

22 MS. WIE:ST : Thank you. TC97-ll7. 

23 MR . CO:T We move f o r the admission o f 

2.; Exhibit No. l. E':'C request dated 6-30 - 97. and Exh ibit 

~ ~o 2, re sponse t o data r equest da ted 10- 14 ·9 7. 
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1 MS. WIEST: An y objection? If not, Exhibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning 

3 this docket? 

4 CHAIRMA N BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

5 f or toll control in TC97 -117 for one year. 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 12l. 

MR. CO IT: We move for the admission o f 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kadoka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 2. response to data 

12 requests dated 10-28-97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections to Exhibits land 

14 2? 1: not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a wa ive r 

17 for toll control 4n TC97-121 for one year. 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'll seco nd it. 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

COMMTSS!OGER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST : TC97-125. 

MR . CO IT : We'd move f o r the adm4ssio n of ETC 

request, Exhibit No. 1. dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No. 

23 2, response to data request of staff, wh ich l s dated 

24 10-29-97. 

25 MS . WI EST: Any objection to Exh i bits land 
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1 2? If not, they've been admitted . Any quest ions 

2 concerning this docket? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

4 for toll control in TC97 - l25 fo r one year . 

5 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

6 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

7 MS. WIEST : TC97-l)O. 

8 MR . COIT: We woul d move for t he admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No . l, the ETC request dated 7- 10·97, and 

10 Exh:bit No . 2, the response to d a t a reques t dated 

11 l w 14 - 97 . 

12 MS . WIEST : Any obJ e ction t o Exhibits 1 a n d 

1 3 2 ? l; r. o; they've bee n admitted . Any questions 

~4 conc erning ·h1s d ocket ? 

l 5 CHAI RMAN BURG : T'll move we gran t a waiver 

l~ ~o r t o l l c o nt r o l ;n TC97 · 130 f o r one year . 

: 7 CO~M ISS: ONER NELSON: I would second 1t. 

:e COMMiSSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Conc ur . 

l S MS . WIEST : TC97-1 31 . 

: o MR . co :7 . We woul d move the admission o f ETC 

21 reques t Exh1blt No . l, which i s dat ed 7-10-97, a nd 

22 Ex h1b . t No . 2. respo nse to data request dated 10·14 - 97 . 

i 3 MS . WIEST : Any o b j ecti o n to Exhibit s l a n d 

2; 2? :! not, they've been admitted . Any question s 

25 conce rning this docket ? 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

2 for toll cont rol in TC97-13l for one year. 

3 COMMISSIONER NELSON: l ' d second it. 

4 

s 

6 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST: TC97-l54. 

MR. COIT: We would move into the record 

7 Exhibit No. l, t he ETC request, dated 9-10-97, and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2, the response to data request dated 

9 10-16-97. 

10 MS . WIEST: Any object ion to Exhibit land 

11 2? If not, they have been admitted . Let's see. on 

12 

13 

this one this wa s one of a couple that no t ime period 

was requested for the wa iver. l assume you stlll want 

14 the one year ? 

LS MR. COIT: Mr . Barfield is here. He could 

16 respond. He's Mr. Bob Barfield, manager for West 

17 Ri ver . 

18 MS . WIEST: They r equest a waiver but this is 

19 one of the few ones that didn't ask f o r one year, as 

2 0 far as I can see, o r any time period. So I was 

21 wo ndering if there wa s any different time period that 

22 was be1ng requested. 

23 BOB BARPISLD, 

24 c a lled a s a witness, being first duly s worn, 

25 wa s examined and testified as !ollows: 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

l l 

12 

1 3 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

1 8 

19 

52 

EXAMINATION 

MR . BARFIE~O: In response to your question , 

since the vendor does not have a date, as !ar as we 

kno w, at this time to prov ide this , that's the reaso n 

we didn't as k f o r a c ertain t ime per iod on the wa i ver . 

MS. WI EST: But we will ne e d a time per iod. 

MR . COIT: Would you be wi lling to a ccept the 

one-yea r time period that is b eing granted to o t he r 

compa nies ? 

MR. BARFIE~O: We sure would. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And I think the thought 

beh ind it 1s i f there s t ill isn't any solution, the n it 

woul d be r enewed or we'd request . Wi t h that. I'll move 

tha t we grant a wa iver f o r toll cont r ol i n TC97·154 f or 

one ye a r. 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: 1 woul d second 1t . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST : Let's go to TC97·155. 

MR. COI T : We would request a dmiss i on of 

20 Ex h1b1t No. 1 . wh ich 1s the ETC request of Mob r idge 

21 Telecommu n1 c at1ons, which 1s dat ed 9·10-97, and also 

22 Exh1b1t No. 2. wh ich 1s the re s ponse t o data req~est 

23 dated 10 - 16 -97. 

24 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e c t1 on? lf not, Exhib its 

25 1 and 2 have been a dmitted . And l would have the same 
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l question with respect to t he length 1f the waiver . 

2 MR. BARFIELD: And the response would be t.;e 

3 same. We would ask for a year on the wa iver. 

4 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any other questions? 

S CHAIRMAN BURG: With that I'll move that we 

6 grant a wa iver o n toll control in TC97 ·1SS for one 

7 year . 

8 

9 

10 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I concur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip to 

11 TC97 -167. 

12 MR. COIT: I would just note that Three River 

13 Telco is not an SDITC membe r company, so I'm not re a lly 

14 here today to represent Three River Telco . 

15 MS . WIEST: Nobody i s here ? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any ques tion s on 

1, it , or do v e have to have representat ion? 

18 MS . WIEST : Somebody needs to move it in. 

19 MR . COIT: Well, if you're looking for a 

20 body. I guess I can serv e as the body. 

2 1 MS. CREMER : Othe r wise, t can move to a dmit 

22 the t wo exh ibits , Number 1, 10 - 10 -97, the request for 

23 ETC. anti 11-,-97 . the amended -- oh, I'm sorry, that's 

24 us Wes t. Let me try that again. 10 -16 of '97 is the 

2~ request and 11 - 1 3-97 is the a mended request, and I 
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1 would ask that they be admitted in . 

2 ~s. WIEST : Any o b Jection7 If not, they've 

3 been admitted. Are there any queslions concern ing t h is 

4 docket? I would ncte tha t their application does 

5 request a wa iver for one period f or toll cont r o l . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: There isn't a question on the 

7 single party line, though, is the r e? 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 ! o r to ll control in TC97-167 f or one year . 

1 l 

:2 

1 3 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

C MMISSl ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : At this time did you want to go 

1~ t o U S West, o r i s Harlan going to speak to these 

~5 do;kets 7 

:o 

.! 5 

- v ::> • 

MS . CREMER : We'll finish up these first. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . 

STAFF 'S EXH:B!T NO . 1 WAS MARKED FOR 

I OENT I F ICAT! O!'. .I 

HARLAN BBS T , 

c al l ed as a witness, being f irst duly s wor n, 

was examined and testified as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

MR. HOSECK: 

Wo uld yo u state your name f o r the record, 
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1 please. 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q . And what is your j ob? 

4 A. I am deputy director o f fixed util i t i es f o r 

the Publi c Ut1lit 1es Commissio n, South Dakota . 

Q . And have you been presen t i n the he~r iog room 

this a ft e rnoon f o r the heari n g on these app licationo ? 

A . 

Q . 

Yes . 

And have you had the oppo rtunity t o review 

1 0 the c ap tior. in t he notice o f this hearing which lists 

11 the c ases wh ich are befo re the Commis s ion on th i s date ? 

12 

1 3 

A . 

Q . 

Yee. 

And are you famil iar w1ch t he appli cations in 

1 4 each of these c a ses? 

:s 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A . Yes. 

Q . As a part o f you r j ob, have you rev iewed 

those a~p lica tions? 

A. Yes. I have . 

o. You have be! o re you an exhibit numbered 

Staff's No. l ; 1s t hat co rrect ? 

A. 

o. 
Yes . 

And is tha t an exh1b1t that you prepa red 1n 

23 the course o ! you r duti e s? 

2 4 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Ye 8, lt IS. 

Just briefly explain to the Commission, 
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l please, what that e xhibit entails. 

2 A . What l have done on this exhibit is across 

3 the top i s listed each o f the compan i es request i ng 

4 eligible telecommunications ca rrier status, the 

S associated docket number, and the staff counsel that is 

6 ass igned to the respective d ockets . Down the side, t he 

7 l ef t-hand side, i s the requireme n ts that are set for th 

8 ! o r £TC status. Populated wi thin the co lumns is the 

9 r esponses that the respect ive compan i es gave within 

10 thei r exhibits l and Exh1b1t 2 that have been admit ted 

ll tnto the reco r d . 

"2 And are the r e any changes or cor rections to 

13 this e x h1b1t tha t you woul d like t o make at this time? 

14 A. One that l a m a ware o f 1s under Vi vian 

15 Telephor.e, Docket TC~7 -0 6 8 , under t he L1fel1ne and Link 

16 Op it shows that 1 t will be availabl e 1 - 1·97. I t 

17 shou! d be l·l-98 . 

?8 cor rec c~o ns . 

!'m not aware o f any other 

l9 XR HOS ECK: Okay. At this point in time I 

: c wou ld mo ve Sea!! s £ x h1b1t No . 1 i n to evidence. This 

2: 1s ~ntended as test1mo~y t or a ll o f the d ockets en mass 

22 with the e xceptton o f US West. 

2 3 CO~MI SS 10 N£ R SCHO£NF£LO£R : Us West is o n 

2 ~ here though. 

: ~ MR . HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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HS. WIEST : la there a ny objection? 

MR. CO IT : My comment woul d b e t hat I just 

received this s o I haven't h a d an o ppo rtunit y t o g o 

through to make sure this i s a ll a ccurate . I guess I 

c a n take Mr . Best's word t hat it 1a a ccurate and I'll 

6 have to d o t ha t, I guess. Other than t ha t, I don' t 

7 have any comment. 

8 

9 

10 

MS. WIEST: 

look i t o ver? 

MR. COIT: 

Do y ou want an o pportun l ty t o 

Well, it might take me a while, ao 

11 Id, n't h a ve any objec t ion . 

12 MS. WIEST: Okay . Then Staff Exh ibit No . l 

13 will be admitted i nto all o f the dockets that we have 

1~ gone through s o far . 

15 MR. HOSECK: Okay . Thank you. 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

o . Based on the revie w o f these d ockets t ha t y ou 

have done and rely ing t o wh a teve r extent you may on 

Sta!f's Ex h1b1t No. 1 , d 1d the app licant companies meet 

the req uirements o f becoming an eligible 

t elecommu ni cations c a r r ier? 

A. Yes. they have, with the noted late - filed 

a ff i da vits that will be d o ne in a n umber of the 

dockets. 

o. And wi th regard t o adver tising serv ices 

2 5 e x change-wide, do y ou have a recommendati o n to the 
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1 Commi ssi o n f o r a provision t o be included in a n orde r 

2 whi ch would come out o f these proceedings ? 

3 A. Yes . Staff 's recommendation for advertisi ng 

4 would be tha t the ETC carrier be required to advertise 

S at least. once each year: and i f they have any rate 

6 cha nge , t hat tha t ra te c hang e be advert lsed whe n it 

7 d o es change. 

8 o. An d i n conclusion, do yo u h ave a n o pinion as 

9 to whether or no t t he appl ican ts cont a ined o n Exh i bit 

1 0 1. w1th he exc eption o f US West which has n ot had its 

11 case heard ye t at this time, whether o r not t hose 

12 applica nts meet the q ualificatio ns a s an e ligi ble 

13 t.elecommun1cat1 o ns c a rr ier? 

l . A. Wi th sla!!•s review that has been under t aken . 

1S yea. they do meet the requirements f o r ETC status. 

l 6 MR HOS ECK : I hav e no f urther questions o f 

17 t.h1s witness 

:e MS. WIEST Are there any q uestions o f this 

!9 witnes s? ~r . Co1t? 

., . •• 
22 

23 

2S 

CRQSS · t XAr,lNAIIQN 

BY MR. C0:7: 

I assume when y ou t a l ked abou t advert 1s1ng 

race changes that you're referencing the rates just fo r 

the essent1al services tha t are supported by unive rsa l 

service ? 
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A. Ye s . 

MR . COCT: No f u rthe r quest ion s . 

MS . WIEST : !Ms . Rogers ? 

MS. ROG ERS: No . no ques t i o n s. 

MS . WI EST: !M r . Heaston ? 

MR . HEASTON: No . 

CHA f RMAN BURG: The o nly q ~estio n I' d h ave i s 

8 t here any - - i s a dver t i sing ident i f ied in any wa y ? l s 

9 t here a n y c r iteri a f o r what a dve r t is i ng me a ns i n t h e 

1 0 c o nte x t o f t his? 

11 well? 

Is the metho d s i n the FCC Or der a s 

1 2 MS. WI EST: t• m s o rry, wha t was t h e 

13 q ues tion ? 

1 4 CHA IRMAN BUR~ : T he quest ion I h ad f o r Har l a n 

15 o r a n y body els e is , is there a meaning, i s there a 

16 des c r ipti o n , de f i n ition f o r adver t isi ng, wh a t tha t 

1, const i tutes? 

: a MS. WIEST : Unde r the s t atut e itse l f 

19 21 .; ( e l Cl ) ( B ) they must ad·;ert:ise t:he a v a 1 l a b ili cy o f 

2 0 su c h servi c es a nd i f you' r e r e fer rin g to t he s erv ice s 

2 1 that a r e supp o r ted b y federal un i versa l s erv ice and the 

22 c harges t here f o r e us1ng me di a o f genera l dis t ri bution . 

2 3 

2 <I me. 

25 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMM I SSI ONER NELSON: 

I t h ink that satis f i es 

Does tha t mean f o r 

I 



1 Lifel1 re and Link Up , they have t o adver t1se t h is 

2 o nce ? 

3 MS. WI EST : That would be unde r ataf!'s 

r e commendation, l believe . 

A . 

60 

s 

6 

Yea. o n c e e a ch year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: We ll, f ra nkly. l don't 

7 think it's ade quat e . 

8 CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFE LDE R: Are you doi ng 

9 that? Ar e you·· to ! o l! o w u p ·· e xcuse me , to follow 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's questi o n. are y ou 

ll recom~end1n9 that they advertise once each year a fte r ? 

12 l believe ou r o rde r s aid that you hn ve c o send an 

!3 appl1 c at1 on t o everyone o nce in itia lly and then to 

every ne w cus t omer . You' re requesting this 

:s dvert 1semenc o ! L1 !el1ne , Li nk Up 1n addition to. 

~~ w~uld that be a ccura te o r not? 

! 7 A rt :ght. The ~1fel1ne, Link Up under TC97 - 1SO, 

18 whlch w s issued yesterday. states that 1c sha ll be · · 

:g a f o r m sha ll b,, o r a l etter shall be sent to present 

20 custom~rs. and then this woul d be an advert i sement o f 

21 1 I. They'd have t o d o advertisement of this f o r at 

22 lea s e o n c e each year . 

23 CO MM ! SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Oka y. Thank you . 

., . . .. COMMISS! ONER NELSON: So 1s the answer to 

2S ~dska's questi ons it ' s 1n additi on t o? 
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1 A . Yes . The y would do i t originall y , and once a 

2 yea r afte r . 

3 MS. WIEST: Ho w would they advertise? 

4 Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

A. 

Whe r e would they advert i se? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

Whatever general d ist ribu tion it meets 

e a cco rding. 1 assume. it means newspapers and those 

9 t ypes o f publications. 

1 0 MS. WIEST: So it could be any t ype of 

11 general d ist r i bu tion medi a once a yea r ? 

12 A. Wha tever is avai l able within their give n 

13 e xcha nges that they serve. 

14 MS. W1£ST: And it would only be for those 

15 servi c es supported right no w by federal universal 

16 service ? 

17 

18 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST : And every t ime they ch ange d a 

19 ra t e for o ne o f those services, t hen that woul d have co 

2 0 be re - adverc 1 aed at that time? 

21 A . Yes . 

22 MS. WIEST : Are there any othe r questions o f 

23 this witness? If not, th ank you . Actua lly, I do. 

24 Coul d you re ta k e t he stand, Ha r lan? I guess we h a ve a 

25 q ues tion f or you . Cou ld you l ook at your e x h i b i t for 
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l Venture Commun 1ca t1 o ns. TC97·095? 

2 

) 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST : Does the answer to numbe r f our. 

4 single part) service. we did grant lhem a waiver 

5 because cu rrently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparent!y to three customers? 

7 

8 

" . Yes . 

MS. WIEST : 

q yo ur question there ? 

So would that be incorrect there, 

l 0 A . It would be a cl arifi c ati o n there to it, yes. 

l l MS . WIEST : Okay. Thank you . Do you have 

12 anyth ing further. Mr . Hoseck? 

l) 

14 I Th ank y o u . 

: 5 

l"R . HOS ECK· 

MS, WIEST: 

Staff has not h1n9 further , 

Do y o u want t o take a short break 

: . until we go LO~ S Wes t? 

! 7 1-: R co ::- Wh•n d o es the Comm1ss1on •· are 

:~ y~~ qo1nc to wait unc 1 : the end to rule on all o ! these 

l9 with respect to Lh~ actual ETC designation? 

., . -. b r e r • 

MS. W!ES:' Th at·s why we're t aking a short 

(A7 7H:S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

MS. WIEST· 

2 ~ , ·,n 11 go to TC97·l63. 

25 MR , HEASTON: 

Let's get started again. And we 

And I would move admission of 
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l Exhibit 1, whi ch i s the request, and Exhibit 2. which 

2 is the amended request, and Exhibit 3, whi ch i s the 

3 service territory map . That's Exhibit l, 2 and 3 

4 reopect ivel y in the d ocket. 

S MS. WIEST: Any Ob) e Ct 1o n t o Ex h1b1ts 1. 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy o f the serv ic e t err ito ry 

7 map? Are there any obJections to Exhibits 1. 2 a n d 3? 

8 tf not, they've been a dmi tted . You ma y proceed , 

9 Mr Heaston. 

10 MR. HEASTON: We wo uld also joi n i n the 

11 mot1on on the toll contro l. The reason we did not seek 

12 a waive r in the initi a l applicat i o n i s because as I 

13 read Paragraph 38 8 of the Order in the DA 97-157 

14 1nd1ca ted tha t toll block i ng wo uld b ~ suff1 c 1ent 1n the 

1S meant i me and 1c was dep endent u p o n when you upg raded 

16 s witches. And so we do not fe e l we need a waiver of 

17 toll contro l. but the commo n wi sdom seems to be t he re 

18 needs to be a waiver, so we will f ollow the her d here 

lS and request the toll control wa i ver a lso. 

20 And we are also one o f the parties to the 

21 request o f the FCC to reconsider the toll limitation, 

22 tha t this includes both toll b lock ing and t oll 

23 con t r ol. And I guess we would also poi n t ou~ that with 

2 4 the implemen ta tion of number portability that is going 

2S to impact t oll cont r ol s omewhat signif icant ly. And so 



l while we agre e with Bob Barfield in his observa tion 

2 tha t since we don ' t know when it's going to happen, 

3 that 's why we wouldn't want a time limit on it, but we 

4 are willing to accept the one year wit h the 

S understanding that if there is not the ability to 

6 implement it or if the ability is too e x pensive to 

7 implement, that we would be able to ~ome back t o this 

8 Commiss i on and seek further wa iver of that, o f 

9 implementing t o ll control with pa r t of the essential 

l O telecommunications c arr ie r ob l i gatio n. 

1 1 MS. WIEST : Okay . ~ould the Commissioners 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admi t the e xhibits? 

13 MS. WIEST: Yes . 

1 , CHAIRMAN BURG : r·ll move that we waive toll 

15 control f o r TC97 - 163 for o ne year. 

16 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Well, I'm going to 

17 second it, but I heard an e x p~nsion of what we've been 

18 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

wa1v1ng 1n the past from g iv ing them one year with t he 

idea we' re going to rene w it . And the reason! was 

willing to grant it is because technology is not out 

there. No w, t he Act requires t hat it be there and it 

didn't say anyt h ing about how much it cost. So I 

d i dn't hear anything abou t o ne of the reasons we were 

wa1v1ng it 1n the p a st was because that i t might be 

cost pro hib1t1ve as much as be c a use technology wasn ' t 
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l there. 1 c an understand why te c hn ology wasn't t here, 

2 but 1 didn' t -- I wasn 't in Congre • s when t he y voted 

3 t hat was pa rt of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It·s not part of the Act. I 

S guess that' s the first thi ng . It's an FCC - -

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 MR . HEASTON: 1t ' s an FCC d ict a te. 

8 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: But i t has the s a me 

9 we ight as the rules and statute un less it 's changed in 

10 court; right? 

ll MR. HEASTON: That's true . But unless the 

12 FCC changes, a s we've u rged them t o do. 

13 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Right. So I 'm 

14 seconding your motion with the unde rstand ing it's 

15 e xactly as we had stated it ori g inall y; is that 

16 correct? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I mean the motion was for one 

year. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe the 

motion wa s fo r o ne yea r, a wa i ver f o r o ne yea r . and 1 

didn't kno w tha t t he mo tion had anything more than 

that, t han just a waive r fro m t oll control for o ne 

year . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doe sn't. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concur . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All l'm saying. thoug h, 

2 is I voted f o r it and there wi ll b e a record t hat I 

3 v oted f or it; and the reason I voted for it wa s the 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

technology wasn't ava ilable. And th a t's a lot 

d~f(erent in my mind than it's cost p rohibitive. 

CO MM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: ! think 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn 't 

be an issue in my mind that you could dP.bate . I don't 

wa nt a record that l'm supporting something ! or a 

d:f!erent reason t h an I dld. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a comme nt tha t I' d make 

12 on it. I ~ues s. I{ there isn't a techno logy, I r eally 

13 hate to see a ll 50 or 75 fi lings just for a n 

1 4 extension. If there 1s some way we could ce rtify there 

:s 1s no technology and extend 1t as we come up towards 

: 6 that year, I'd welcome that solution rather than go 

i7 through this with this many o f chem. 1, perso na lly, 1n 

:e my o wn mind. ca nnot see a solution when we're going t o 

1~ have multtple companies 1n number portability . I t 

:o bogg es my mind t o see how that's even going to happen 

21 thal you could end up with any k ind o f toll 

:2 ! - . a 10n. So : ·~ guessing wh e n we come up to the 

23 y~ar. we're sttll not going to have a solution, and I' 

2~ n o t looking toward to requiring all of you -· I mean 

25 that's the name of a bureaucrat t o file that many 
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1 pieces o f paper . So if we can f i nd a way t o 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

ll 

1 2 

1 3 

conso lidate i t at that time, I would we l come any 

suggest i ons . That's all I have . 

MR . HEASTON: I have Mr. Lehner ava i lable 

here , and we do have a couple questi o n s to ask him. 

JON LICBNICR, 

called as a witness, being first duly swo rn, 

was exami ned and test i f i ed as fol lows : 

DIRECT EXAMINbII Qli 

BY MR. HEASTON: 

Q . Mr . Le hner, in o ur applicat ion we described 

the i s s ue o f e liminat i ng multi - party services and going 

t o s i ngle p a rty s ervic e t hroughou t US West service 

1 4 areas. Can y ou update the Commi ssion o n the status of 

15 t hat cons iste nt wit h wha t we've already put in the 

16 application? 

17 A. Yes . As o f Octob e r 31 of th i s yea r the 

18 numbe r o f mult i- p a r t y or t wo- and four - par t y c us tomers 

19 in Us West's territory i s 612. 6 12 . 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wha t was the dat e o n t hat, 

21 J o n? 

2 2 

23 

A. 

o . 

As o f 10· 3 1 - 97. 

And wh a t can y ou t e ll the Commissi o n abo ut 

24 o ur con ti n u i ng eff o r t t o el i mi na t e the mu lti- party 

25 se rv ice ? 
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1 A. The plan r ight now 18 to el1m1nate a ll of 

2 those 612 except f o r 52 o f them. And the t ime fr a me 

3 f o r tha t will be by the end of the second quarter , 

4 which I suppose we could put f or a date of 6-30 of 

5 '98 . So all but 52 o f those will be completed by 6-30 

6 o f '98 . 

7 o. And what a bout the r ema ini ng 52? 

8 A. The rema1n1ng 52 are extremely high cost 

9 upgrades. And unt il other technol ogy o r other means 

10 beco me a vailable, t here are n o plans righ t now. We 

l l 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

!6 

have no plans to move ahead ~ith those 5 2. 

o. With that we still believe that i t is 

appropriate for us t o -- we still believ e the wa i ver is 

appropriate 1n this c a se; is that corr ect? 

A. That 1s co rrect . 

MR. HEASTON: That's al l :he questions l 

17 ha ve . 

:8 MS. w: ES7: Ms. Cremer? 

!9 CROSS- EXAMINATION 

2 0 BY MS. CREMER : 

:> l o. Mr . Le hner, where are thos e 52 located? Are 

22 they spread throughout , or are they in a s pecif ic area, 

23 do you kno w? 

24 A . I could read them off for you. There's about 

25 a d o zen e xchanges. Or I could give you a late-filed 



l 

2 

) 

4 
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exhibit. Let me just read them of f . Ar lington 1s 

four; Belle Fourche. si x ; De Smet, four; Huron, three ; 

Lake Preston, one. 

COMM ISSIONE R NELSON: Do you want to sta r t 

5 over? 

6 A . Ar lington, four; Belle Fou r che. si x ; De Smet. 

7 four; Huron. three; Lake Preston. one: Madison, t wo; 

e Mi lbanlc, f ou r; Pierre. t. wo; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six; Spearfish, t wo; Volga, five; Waterto wn. ten ; 

l C Yankton , one. 

11 o. Ia there a particular reason ? la it like 

12 Anacv nda line o r something? 

13 A. It's a combination of many factors. but you 

14 nean as far as the 52 are conce rned ? 

o. Yes. 

16 A . It's a combination o f many factors. We're 

17 talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

18 1n some cases a PAIR GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 woul d need t o be replaced. 

2 0 MS. CREMER: Okay . That's all the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2.; 

25 

I have. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technical solutions other than t o a single party 

othe r than line extension? 

A. You mean in order to provide a single pa rty 
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l service to these cus t ome rs? 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Yes . 2 

3 A. Yes. I think the answer is we are constantly 

looking fo r a cheaper way to do this because in some 

s cases, Commissioner. we're talking about over Sl00,000 

6 to u pgrade a single customer, and it just doesn't ma ke 

7 sense co do that. And the answe r woul d seem t o lie 

8 probably in some form o f wireless, but so far the 

9 wireless technologies, whether then sate lite o r fi x ed 

10 wi reless, a re still pretty e x pensive. 1 see that as 

11 the ultimate solution, though, to some o f these. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'm going to move to grant 

13 the waiver 

l 'i MS. WI EST: Just a second. Do the 

15 Commissioners have any other questions? As o pposed to 

16 the o ther ones, ! 'm going to have to ask you some 

17 questions to verify things that we re in the application 

18 bec ause that was signed by Mr. Heaston. It wa sn' t 

1 9 signed by a witness w~ :h an affidavit , as all the 

20 otners were. So bear with me for a second. 

21 

22 

A. I've never crusted his signature either. 

MS. WIEST: First one, does u S West pro vide 

23 v o ice gr~ie a ccess to the public s witched net work to 

2 ~ a ll 1n its service area? 

25 • " . Yes . 
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l 

2 

) 

A. 

MS. wteST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes. 

MS. WIEST : Do you pro vide dual tone 

4 multi-frequency signalling o r its functional 

S equ ivalent? 

6 A. Yes . 

7 MS . WIEST: Do you provide acces s to your 

8 emergency services? 

9 A . Yes . 

10 MS . WIEST: Do you provide access to operator 

11 services? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

MS . WI EST: Do you prov i de access to 

~nt erexcbange ne rvice? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST : And do you provide access t o 

direct o ry assistance? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WI EST : And you've alread y talked about 

20 toll control and the waiver. Do you provide o r are you 

21 able t o provide toll blocking? 

22 A. Yes . 

23 MS . WIEST : Then get t ing back to y ou r request 

24 for the waive r on single party service, I kno w in you r 

2S appli c atio n you t alked about the one s that you have no 
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1 pl ans. you k now, o f pro v iding s erv ice due t o the cost 

2 a nd everythi ng . My probl em, I g uess, i s t ha t I don 't 

3 see tha t there is any de minimus e x ception within the 

4 FCC rules wi t h respect to single p a rty service . Have 

S you been granted any of this type of de minimus 

6 exception to that require~ent, do you k now, in any o f 

7 the othe r states? 

A. I am not a ware . 8 

9 MS. WIEST: And what I' m getti n g at i s that 

10 1 t appears. accor ding to the FCC rules and I 'm 

11 looking at 4 7 S4 .10l(c), that in order to grant any 

12 additional time t o complete network upg rades for single 

13 party or enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation , that the 

14 Commi ssion does in fact have to set a time period fo r 

15 you t o complete those net wo rk upg rades. 

16 cont ention that we do not ? 

ls your 

17 A. I woul d not make that con tentio n . I'm goi ng 

18 to let my att o rney a r gue with you about that. 

19 MS. WIEST : We ll, then. l do have a coupl e 

~O o ther questions. My other question is on service 

21 area . And 1t 1s a!so a requirement o f the state 

22 Comm1ss 1on to deslgnate service a r eas as opposed to 

23 study areas for non rura l telecommunications companies . 

2 , F1rst o ! all, you would agree that you are a non r u ral 

2S telecommunicati o ns company? 
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3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 
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A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST: And in the FCC's public notice 

96- 4 S issued 9 - 2 9-97, it does state that we must send 

to USAC the n ames o f t h e ETC ' s and the designa ted 

serv ice areas for nonrural carriers n o l ater than 

Dec embe r 31st, 1997. And I k now y ou made s ome 

re.erence t o these things in your app licat i on , b ut I 

don't t h ink y ou r e al ly tol d us what y ou want your 

se r vice area to be. Because the FCC has told us that 

we better not adopt your study area as y ou r se rv ice 

area f o r l arge IL EC's. Do y ou have service a reas fo r 

your company tha t y ou wa nt the Commission to adopt at 

r:.his time? 

A. Well, ! suppose that - · and, Bill. jump in 

lS here . I guess, to he lp, me with thi s . But I suppose 

16 :hat our service area ought to be our exchanges in the 

17 state o f South Dakot a . Now, the study area is a 

18 differen t issue and that has not been de termined yet . 

19 Out 1 would thi nk th a t ou r service area would be ou r 

20 e x cha nges that we serve 1n the state o f South Dak o ta . 

21 MR . HEASTON: If I may fr om a lega l 

22 standpoint, ~here is no definition yet; and c ertainly 

23 ou r service are a would be those areas within which we 

24 are au thorized to provide the suppor ted services. 

2S MS. WIEST : Right. And that's my quest ion . 
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1 MR . HEASTON: From a general perspect ive, I 

2 guess, if that's wha t you 're looking for is wh a t you 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

wou ld designate to the FCC would not be anything 

outside the area where we're authoriztd o r cert ified to 

pro vide servi c e . Whe n it comes to wte re the areas a r e 

go ing to be that woul d be where the services would be 

s uppor ted by a ~n1ve r sal service fund, whether it's 

high cost o r low income or libraries or whatever it 

9 happens to be, y o u kno w, that's an area that's 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

cu rrently under debate depending upon which proxy cost 

model 1s going to be accepted. And so that's why we 

are somewhat vague o n that term because what this 

co~m1ssion has not done and nor has the FCC eome out 

1~ w1 th any !inal deci sion as t o what model i t 1s going to 

15 a ccept . So I think if we're requ ired t o take a look at 

16 a serv i ce area,• l woul d do it from the standpoint of 

17 w~ t Jon -- to comply wi th the law. If that's what 

!8 we're 'ook1ng f or. t o comp ly wit h the FCC requirement. 

19 : thi n k that's what we woul d look a t 1s an area, 

20 though, no larger than an e xchange area , whi ch we would 

21 equate to a wire c enter o r an exchange area. And we 

22 have however many are o n tha t. 

23 

24 

25 

MS . WI ES7: 

still have? 

MR . HEASTON: 

He how many exchanges do you 

It's on the list we submit t ed. 
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1 A. r ca n' t a n s wer that e xactly. I t's 

2 app rox imatel y 3S. 

3 MS. WIEST : I t woul d be at t a ched ? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It ' s o n our e xhi b it to our 

S a p p lication. 

S MS. WIEST: So howe ver many wit h the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1S 

amendment the three that were missed. That's how ma ny 

service are a s you would like the Commission to 

designate f o r US Wes t at this time? 

A . 1 guess I ' m not sure whether we would want to 

des i gnate each e xchange. 

MS. WIEST: My probl e m is we a re supposed to 

tell the FCC by December 31st wha t your designated 

service area is. 

A. Then I suppose we ought to do it e xchange by 

16 e xchange. 

17 MS . IHEST : lf you want more time t o think 

18 about it 

19 MR. HEASTON: Yes, l think [ wo uld . t mean 
20 

21 

22 

2 3 

2.; 

25 

this is not s o mething that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've d o ne chi s in, and I h a d the same b a s ic 

app lica t ion. 1 will have to - · I will do a l a te - filed 

exhibit on that if r could wit h an aff i davit from Jon. 

MS . W! EST : Okay . 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying o n again, 
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l Rol a yne? 

2 MS. WI EST: Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 p ublic notice, tha t va a d oc ket 96 · 4 5 DA 97-1892 issue d 

~ 9·29 - 97. 

5 MR . HEASTON : 1892. 

6 MS . w: £ST: And I'm a lso r elying on 

7 paragrap hs 1 85, 192. 193 o f the FCC' a universal service 

8 o r der. 

9 

10 

l 1 

12 

MR . HEASTON : 197. 175 . 

MS . WIEST: 157 o r 

MS CR EMER : 185, 192 . 

MS . WIEST : The docket number for the FCC 

MR . HEASTON : Noc the ~ocke t number but the 

15 o rde r nu mber , the o rder number . 

MS w:EST : O~ay . 

17 and paragraph 

I waa looking at 18S. 192 

l B 

: 9 9 "' - : 5 7".? 

2 C I 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS W!ES7 · 

1 got those. Wa s it FCC 

::. 57 . rtght . And the other ch1 ng 

21 y ou ~ 19hl want t o address in paragraph 185. f or 

22 e xample. 1t does sa y 1f a state PUC adopts its e x 1sting 

2 1 servi c e areas f o r large ILEC's, their study a rea, chis 

2~ wo u l d ere c t s1gn1! 1cant barr iers to entry. We are also 

25 enco uraged to consider designating service a r eas that 
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1 require an ILEC to serve areas other tha n the y have not 

2 traditionally served. 

) MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see, this -- what 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

the problem this c a uses is where you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determine how 

that's going to be modeled from a rroxy s tandpoint. 

And, yes, we are advo~ating smaller geo gr a phic eleme nts 

chan the wire cente r f o r universa l high cost suppo r t 

but I do not have a South Dakota specific look b e caue e 

this ommission decid ed not t o do their o wn earlier 

this . a coup le months a go , a s opposed to Wyoming a nd 

No rth Dakota where I do h a ve that beca use those t wo a re 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggesting thei r o wn 

1 4 c o st study. So l do have t he sma ll gri d s, as we call 

15 it , and t could iden t ify that fo r you. 1 c a nnot 

16 ident i f y anything smaller than r ight now tha n a wire 

17 c enter. 

18 

1 9 

MS . WIES T : Okay. 

MR . COIT : Ex cuse me, ma y r comment b r iefly 

2 0 on thi s ? And t u n der stand that !'m not a party but I 

21 do believ e it wa s my understanding toda y that the whol e 

22 issue o f disaggrega t e d ser vice a r eas for US West o r 

23 a ny othe r compa ny ma y come up. But I would like to s a ~ 

24 we certainly have an interest in t he issue. And I 

2S think tha t the FCC rules ind icate tha t ·· the o r ders 
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1 and the rules indicate that before changing an existing 

2 service area, that the Comm1ssion at the state level 

3 needs to find that it's consistent with universal 

4 service requirements. So l think it's a really 

5 involved 1nvolves a lot more than the review of 

6 actually looking at £TC service obligations. You're 

7 talking about making changes in a US West service area 

8 tha t could sign1f1cant\y change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universal 3ervice fund . 

10 Dec i sions on US West service area disaggregation and 

11 so f or th could certainly impac t rural telephone 

12 companies a v well. And t guess going int o this 

13 proc eeding 1t wa s ou r understanding that there are 

14 ce rtain established incumbent LEC service areas, and we 

15 d: dn' t understand I guess. tha t we -- that the issue 

:~ 1n ·his~ S West docket o r any of the other one s woul d 

:7 be with regard to disaggregating serv1ce areas . 

)8 !'.S WIEST: : ·m not talk1ng about 

: 9 d!sa9g re9a t1n9 servi c e areas . And I think you have to 

20 

., . ~' 
22 

reco gn 2e the d1st1nct1on that was made between 

no nrur1ls and rural companies with respe c t to service 

a ~ .. . - :L we want to loo k at doing anything to rural 

~3 co"pan1es w1 th respe c t to disaggregation, we have to 

2; spe c ifically petition the FCC . That's all I'm talking 

~ S about . and that's the reason why I only brought up this 



l issue with r espect co US West . And it's j ust my 

2 understanding t he Commission doeo have to do the 

3 service area in order for US West to get your 

4 unive rsa l service money. 
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s MR. HEASTON: lf I could have ~ntil whatever 

6 date wae suggested e a rl i er on getting tbe add itional 

7 affidavits 1n, I'll h a ve a recommendation !or y ou from 

8 US West on that. 

9 MS . WIEST: Oka y . Are there any other 

1 0 quest ions o f this wi tness ? One more queet lon, 

11 Mr . Lehner. Do you have any observat ion t o what 

12 Mr. Best suggested ae adve r tising requirements f o r your 

13 company? 

14 A . I'm not sure tha t I understood e x actly what 

15 he was requiring. If the requ i rement i s to advertise 

16 it o n c e a year in the newspaper, T don't think we have 

17 a pro blem with chat. 

18 MS. WIEST : And get ti ng back t o single party 

19 service 1 s high cost, the o n l y barrier is t o provide 

2 0 

21 

22 

2 3 

2 4 

25 

single party serv ice t o chose 52 customers? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WI EST : ls it also US West's pos i tion 

that the settlemen t a g reeme nt that you ' v e stated is 

suspe nded concerning single party se rvi cv no l o nger 

applies where I bel i eve y o u seated yo u would have 
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single party service t o a ll cus t omers by the year 2000 ? 

A. Had the 121 in vestment program con t inued, I 

wo uld have been o ut he re t a l k ing to the staff and t o 

y ou about these anyway , because as we h o ned down t o 

s ome t o the l ast few o n s o r:ie o ! these exc hanges, i t 

became o bvious t hat th is was this is f oolish to 

spend that ki nd o ! money with the current technology. 

Just d o esn' t make any sense. 

MS. WI EST : That's a ll I have . Mr . Heaston, 

you migh t a lso wa n t o add re ss the questi o n o f whether 

the CommJ ssi on h a s the a uthority to pro vide any de 

~1nimu s e xce pt1 on t o the sing l e pa r ty without putting 

the t ime l ine on i t . 

MR. HEASTON . I d o n't k now tha t de minimu s is 

:s th• i ssue. but l d o think t hat y ou could pu t a ti me 

: ,; l!n e o n lt and make it renewa ble t hat we woul d have t o 

:1 come 1n. l th ink what the rule wo uld al low you t o do 

l8 .s require us t o come 1n o n a regu la r ly - sched uled 

l~ o a s1s. maybe annua?: y. mayb e seml · a nnually, t o upda t e 

20 the Commi ssi o n o f where we are te chn o log yw1se in taking 

2! ca r e o f t hese l a s t 52. Tha t would be my p o s ition on 

22 thl s 1s that that puts a time l i mit on and it mak es it 

23 or1ven by the technology a nd the affo rdab il i ty of it. 

2 ~ MS. WIEST : Okay . Any o ther questi o ns? 

25 COMM ISSI ONE R SCHOENFELDE R: I have a questi o n 
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of Mr. Lehner. And the reason I have a question is 

because in yo ur amended application you might h a ve 

addressed it, however, I d o n't have a copy o f that and 

I apolog i ze. Bue you addressed in here and you have a n 

S exhibit on you r original appl ica t ion that regards 

G Lifeline, Li nk Up. And basically what it i s lt's your 

7 tar iff, or a page that looks li ke a tariff page t o me. 

e Now, US West really intend s to comply with the 

9 Comm1ss1on orde r in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 A. 

11 

1 2 that. 

11 

14 

1S 

16 

A. 

Abs olu tely. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I need to know 

And that page doesn•c apply any more. 

COMM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: l guess I have a 

17 question. You kno w, you -- when you were talking about 

18 why you shouldn ' t have to provide th1s single party 

19 systems f o r these areas that you listed like Spear f1sh 

20 and Pierre and all the 11st that you went through .. 

21 A . Yes . 

22 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Why would 1t ·· it just 

23 seems weird t o me that it would be that expensive t o 

2e pro vide those services in some areas. Like Pierre and 

2~ Huron, those ar~ pretty-· I mean can y ou explain that 
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l to me a little bit because l f1nd that a little odd. 

2 A. Tte high cost we're talking about in many 

3 caoes, no t only replacing, we're t a l ki ng about 

4 customers that were enginee red probably back in the 

s sixties and seventies t o multi - party service with no 

6 intention of having single party service . So we're 

talking 1n many c ases miles and miles o t distribution 

8 c ab l e, s o me cases s i x pair, 11 pa ir. maybe even greate r 

9 pa 1 r. So we ·re talking about now having t o replace 

10 that c ab l ~ with pro bably 50 pair or a hundred pair 

!l c able . An d we're also talk i ng a bout many c ases where 

12 a t t h e end o f that cable we have t o e x tend what some 

13 peo p l e wi ll c al l a dro p , what l call a pair o f w ire•, 

s omet 1me s several mi l es . And 1n order to provide 

:5 sinolc party se rv ice ·· we l!, I take that bac k tn t hat 

7he d r o p p iec e o ! t ha t w111 be o kay . 

!7 thin k ing o ! 1: t h e y hav e mo re t han one li n e . 

! wa s 

Bu t we're 

!S 

l !I 

t a l ~ 1~g a bou: d:s:r1bJt i o n c a bl e . we ' re ta l k i ng abo ut 

feed• r. a nd we• r e : a lln ng 1n some c oses abou t PA I R CAIN 

20 sy• ~ s :ha c a r e ·us~ pl a. n ! ~ll. :· m ta l king abou t 

21 syst e ms • hat you' ve heard li ke Anaconda that a r e g o ing 

22 to n~ cd to be rep~ aced. ;c • s expensive . 

:? 3 

., . -.. 
COMM! SS ! OSER NELSON: I guess 1n my mind i t 

seems to me tha t cos t p r o h:b1t1ve -- r didn ' t exactly 

25 e nv1s1on exactly what y ~u were J ust explaining t o me 
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1 because I was thinking maybe thede lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles a nd there's nobo dy o ut 

3 the r e or something. But 1f this is in a fairly 

4 p o pulated area. and it doesn't seem t one tha t these 

s people should ha ve to live with just t wo party 

6 telephone system when most o( the wo rld d oesn't, as we 

7 know it i n South Dakota, doesn't have to d o that 

8 because che lines are a ll filled up . I mean I'm 

9 looking f o r some reason why that's acceptable, 

10 especially when some o f thos e li ttle compan i es are 

ll oaying that the y g ot maybe three o r four people left 

12 that they don't have that service f o r and they' v e made 

13 every effort to say, well, we wa nt a wa ive r but we wi ll 

1~ do it by the end of the year o r whatever. 

15 A . I think that most o f the companies you've 

16 been listening to up until now ·· and I obviously can't 

17 spe ak for them. but I think you're talking about 

18 engineer ing that was d one probably 15, 20 years ago 1n 

19 mosc of these companies • c ases where they at the time 

2 0 spenc che money co d o tha~ . We did not do that. We 

21 provided distr1but1on systems that wer e lite ra lly 

22 designed not to provide single party service . There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

2~ requirements tha t we•ve had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind o f money and r ecover it. No w, I c a n 
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1 spend s 100.ooo o r S lS0,000 or 50,000 , wha t ever it i s, 

2 t o d o these, b u t some where that has t o be recovered a nd 

) 1t isn' t goi ng t o be re cover e d fr o m a cus tomer . That 

4 cu s tomer i sn' t g o i ng t o pay f o r t hat . 

5 

6 

COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: It see ms to me th i s 

! lies 1n t he fa c e o f wha t t h e g o verno r's b i ll sa i d last 

7 year . 1 mean here we ' re talking making a vai lab l e high 

8 technology t o everybo dy 1n So uth Dako t a. Bas ica l ly 

9 t ha t's wh a t t h e bi ll says. And we ' re talk i ng here some 

10 peopl e that aren 't even going t o have single party 

1 1 t elecommunicati o n in th i s state . 

12 . ,. . 

13 cost 1s . 

Comm1 s s 1o ner, a l l I c an t e l l you i s what the 

And I t hi nk that ' s · · I th in k that's, unless 

the r e's a r ecovery me c hanism, 1t wou ld make n o sense t o 

15 spend tha t kind o f money . 

16 recomme n d 1t. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: 

And I c erta i nly wo uldn't 

Th e quest ion l h av e i n t he 

18 ~EC tndu stry when we h a v e these k i nd o f s 1tuat1ons o nc e 

:Q 1n a whil e the r e's another p r ovide r tha t 1s closer that 

20 c n do 1t. Wo uld that be the c a s e t o any o f t hes e ? 

21 Wo~ :c that be a reasona bl e s olu t ion ever ? 

22 A. Ye s. 1t would And , Commissioner , if there 

2 ) 1s any company in t h is room tha t wou ld like t o serve 

2 ~ any o : lhe s e 52, I wo u ld be h app}· t o n egoti a t e . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l th i nk maybe when we're down 
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to 52, we ought to get a list of th se nameB and see ! f 

we coul d work it out. I share what Cou nse l has said . 

I'm not su r e we c an make t he except ion. 1 kno w tha t 

us West's counse l has given us what l c a ll a short 

term one, that in o ther wo r ds, we could give the wa i ver 

for a limited period of t1me. but I d o n' t know that's 

an inde fini te solu t ion and we pro bably ought to wo rk -

l ook at wo rk ing together to meet and f i nd the solut ion 

to mret the FCC r ules I th i nk i f we c an . But s o ma ny 

-- ~ aybe, l guess. wh a t 1 would li ke t o reques t is the 

actual name a nd locati on of those 5 2 f il ed at s o me 

1 2 time . 

13 not . 

1 4 A . 

I do n't c are whe the r i t's part o f t h is docket o r 

r thin k that c an b e provided. 

MS. WIEST: An y ot he r q uestion s ? 15 If not, 

16 tha nk you. 

17 CHAIRMAN a uRG: I suppose we do need some 

18 type o f waiver in o rder to grant them an ETC status . 

19 MS . WIEST : Sorry, f o r which now? 

2 0 CHAIRMA N BURG Fo r single party . 

21 MS . WIEST : At thi s time sta!f has a witness 

22 on this c ase first. 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS. CR EMER: Sta ff would c a ll Har l a n Best. 

HARLAN BEST , 

cal ' ed as a witness . being prev iously s wo rn , 
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5 

6 

7 

was examined and test1f1ed as f o llows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. CREMER : 

o. Har l an , were y o u the an a lyst ass i gned t o 

TC97·1 6 3 . US West 's appl1 c ati o n ? 

A . Yee . 

86 

o. And h ave y o u reviewed that app l 1cat1on by OS 

8 Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A. 

o. 
Yes . 

And wo uld you agree w1 th Mr. Leb ner when he 

11 t e s t1!1 co ~ ar l1 er that they met all the requirements of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ -: l l? 

:3 A. 

o . 
A . 

Tha t the y have met tho se? 

Ye s . 

Yee, wt t.h t he dis cussio n that we 've had o n 

:6 s i ngle part y . 

: 7 R.ght . Oka y . And at y o ur reco mmendat i on for 

:a adve ~~ lS!nc ~ ~ o u!a that b e the same f o r US West as i t 

·~as ! r the o thers ? 

;. . Yes . 

C And wh at. woul d yo ur reco mmendat10~ be [or the 

2 2 Com~ ts s 1on 1 n de: 1n 2n9 a servic e area for US West ? 

23 A. !t wou1d be t h e wire cente r . 

MS. CREMER : That·s all the quest ions I wou l 

- 5 h a v e . 
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l MS. WIEST: Any quest ions, Ms . Wilka? 

2 MS. WtLKA : No quest ions . 

3 MS. WIEST: Commissioners? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I 'd ha ve is 

5 based o n that , should we not -- I mean i s th i s -- what 

6 do I c all i t? l s th1s a d ocument t ha t is f iled 1n 

7 these hea r ings? 

a MS . CREMER: Yes . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: l guess I think we ought t o 

10 correct that exhibit t o put no on eac h o f those that 

11 we've made a wa i ver for o n the s i ngle party beca use I 

12 bel i eve the answer i s n o and we've made a wa i ver to 

13 satisfy that . 

H MS . CREMER : Ok ay. 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG: Since that's filed. 

16 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not moved 

17 f or a waiver in tha t a rea, have we ? 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes , f o r s i x months o n o ne 

19 other company. 

20 MS. WI EST: We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 so f a r, but US We s t we haven't mo ved yet; r ight? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: But 1f we d o and !or any we 

23 do, since he's a wi tness on the stand a u d this is h is 

2~ document. I th i nk that this d ocument should be 

25 correc ted t o ref l e ct , no, they do not meet tha t to 
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1 coincide with the wa i ve rs we 've given. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l) 

MS. CREMER: Oka y . 

CHA!RMAN SORG: I guess 1 don't k now. What 

do we need to d o t o mak e sure that correction is made ? 

MS. WIEST: I believe the re are three 

companies that do not at this time provide single part y 

service, s o all they woul d have to do is change that 

yes to no for those Stateline . Venture, and US West; 

right? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And the testimony on the 

reco rd is adequ a te to accomplish that? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. That's a ll I 

1 .; wondered. 

MS. WIEST: So how many wire centers does US 

16 West have? 

1 7 A. 3 8. 

18 MS. WlEST : 38. Thank you. Any other 

19 questions of this witness? 

20 MS . CPEMER: No. 

21 MS . WI EST : Woul d y ou like to admi t this 

22 docket for the p urposes o f this docket? Before I o nly 

23 admitted it f o r the othe r dockets. 

2 ~ MS. CREMER: Actually I wasn't going t o mo ve 

25 :t 1nto this on e because people testified to it, so I 



• . 
1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

89 

didn ' t really need it in mine . 

move it. 

But r c an c ertainl y 

MS . WIEST: It's up to y o u. 

MS . CREMER : We don't need it 1n this docket . 

MS . WIEST: Any othe r questions o f this 

witness? Thank you . Anything else fro m any o f the 

parties? At this t1me I believe the Commission will 

take these matters under advisement. We a re waiting 

for s o me late- filed e x h i bits in some dockets, and it 

wi ll be poss i b l e that perhaps the Commissio n will make 

the decisions either at a Commission meeting o r a t t ~e 

December 2nd hea r ing on some other related ETC 

dockets. 

comment s ? 

Are there any questions f rom a nybody or any 

MR. CO IT : l wo u l d j ust , f or the record, like 

to f o rmally request t ha t the Commission designa te e a c h 

o f the ·· b a sed u pon t.he re c o r d, the aff i da vi ts yet to 

b e submi tted, t hat the Commission designate each of t he 

r ural t e lephone c o mpan1 es , SDITC membe r compan ies, as 

ETC's and that their study areas be designated as their 

se rvi ce area. That's all I have. 

MS . WIEST: Thank y ou . That will close t he 

hear i n g . 

( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P . M.) 
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r-iJRT RANDALL 

June 11. 1997 

W1lhDm Bullard 
South O:ikolll Pubhc lll1ht11:" Commi-.,on 
S1J11c o( South l>:ikou, 
SOO r:1151 Cop1141 
r ,crrc SD S7S01-S070 

RE: Fon Rllndl>II Tdcpoo~ Company Request ror ETC Ocs1gna11on 

Dear Mr. S ull:rnl: 

RECEIVED 

JUN 1 2 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Encl~ please find an ong,nal and ckvcn copies of a RC"quat for bTC Oei1gnauon on bcl.tlr 
of I-on Rllndall 1 clcphonc Company. Also enclosed 1s a Ccrulia1c or Scrvm:. 

~~1(ully ~11bn11ucd, ,,-

cc. All p:u11cs of record 
M1chacl 1ln1dlcy. f:.sq 

--· ,=============--=,,--= =========---=::;/ ..,...,.,.<IP _,, 



TC97-075 
RECEIVED 

BEFORE T IIE PUDUC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
JUN 1 I 1997 

OF THE STATE OF SOlITll l>AKOTA s•·u H n AKOTA PUBLIC 
Ul ll rt ES CO~VAISSIO N 

IN THE MATIER Of TIIE REQUEST OF ) 
•·oRT RANDALL TF.LEPIIONf. COMPANY ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN f.LIGIULE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRlf.R ) 

REQUEST f'()R ETC 
DESIGN A TIO~ 
DOCKfT TC97-

Fort Rnndoll 1 ckphonc Comp.my ("Fort Randaln. pursu:int to -17 U.S.C. § 21-l{c) illld 

.t7 C.F.R. § S-1 .201. hereby seeks from the Pu.blic Utilities Commission ("Commission'") 

dcsign.ition ;is an "digibk 1ckcommunaca1io1c, earner" (''l:1("') \\i thin the local exchange un:;u 

lh:st cor.s1itu1,: its service area in South Motn. In suppon ol thb r~ucst. Fon Randall oITe~ the 

I. Pursuant to -17 U.S.C. § 214(c). it 1s the Commission's responsibility to d.:signate 

10<:lll exchanges carriers (''LECs"J us l:.TCs or. in other words. 10 dctenninc which LECs have 

assumed univcrsnl service obhgauon.s consistent "ith the: fedcrnl lnw Md should be deemed 

eligible 10 receive rcdc:rnl uni"crsnl sen ic:t support. At least one ETC Is 10 be designntcd by the 

Commission for each M"rvic:c: orca m the: Sllltc. I lo"c:,·er. in the case: of urc~ scn,ice by "Rural 

Telephone Comp.mies". the: Commission 1114)' not designate more th3J1 one LEC ;is an ETC 

without first finding that such adt.litionnl dc~lgnation \\OUld be in the public mtercst. Under 47 

C.F R. § S-1 201. bq;iMing JanU31) I. 1998. only 1clccommunia1ioiu cruncrs thnt haH· n.-c.-1,cJ 

dcsigmnion rrom the Commission 10 serve as an LiTC within their scrvic:c: arcn "ill be eligible 10 

rceci,c rcdcral uni\'ersnl sen 1c~ suppon 

2 Fon Randnll is 1hc focL111ics-~-d I l:C pn:s.:ntl) pro,-iding local c:~ch.mgc 

tclccommunicntions services in the folio" 1ng exchanges in Soulh Dnkot:i· 

'
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E:<s:bam:c:s 
Centerville 
lknnosu 
L:ixe Andes 
Tabor 
Tynd~II 
Viborl! 
Wal!IIU 

NXX $CON b) c;,c:h 
S63 
25S 
491. 487 
463 
589 
326 
384 

Fon Randnll. 10 its knowlcdl!c, is 1he only cnrricr mcc1ing the cli11ibility rcqu.iremcnts of 

47 u.s.c. § 2 14(c) Md 47 C.F.R. s.i.201 in Its c.~chM11es. 

3. Fon Randall. an occord with 47 C.F.R. § s.i. 101 . offers the following local 

cxch:ingc tckcommunic:ations sen ices to all consumers throughout its scn<icc urc:3: 

• Voice grade access to the: public swi1ch,:d network: 

• l oc:11 c~changc scmcc. includin11 M =unt ofloc31 US11gc free of per minute 

chnrgc:s under a Oat rated local scr\'ice package nnd u p:,,n or a mc.asurcd load 

SC1"\1CC oO'crinl!: 

• Du:tl tone muhi-fl'l'(juc:ncy signaling: 

• Acc,ss 10 emergency services. such as 911 or cnhnnc,-d 911 public SC1"\'icc5; 

• Access 10 operator services: 

• Access 10 in1crcxchMgc scl"\1cc: 

• Access 10 directory assistMcc; nnd 

• Toll blocking service to qualified low-income customers. 

As noted a'.>ove, Fon Rruuloll docj pro,•idc ioll llmitotion service in th<: fonn or toll 

blocking to qu:ilifying consumers. ho\\'Cvct, the additional toll limiuuion service of-Coll control"'. 

as defined in the new Federal Communications Commission ("'FCC-') univcrsol service rules (47 

C.F.R. § 54.400(3)). is not pro, 1dcJ. Fon Rlllld4ll is no111wnrc 1h31 MY lEC in South Dakota 

hns a cum:nt cnpabili ty 10 provide such SCl"\•icc. The FCC gave no india11ion prior 10 the release 

or its Uru\'crsnl Service Order (FCC 97-157) thllt toll control would be imposed as M ETC 

I IJ 7'.Jl2FR IO II DOC 2 



service rcquircmen1 and, 10 our information and belief. ns n resul1. LECs naliormidc ore 001 

posi1ione<l 10 make the service immcdiatd) O\lailnblc. In order for Fon Rundoll 10 provide 1hc 

scrvice. addi1ionul usage tracking and s1oragc capabilities will h:l,c 10 be ins1allcd in hs loc:11 

swi1ching equipment. /\1 n minimum. the service requires n swi1ching software upgrade and, 01 

1his time:, Fon Rnndoll is in"cs1igu1ing nnd ancmp1ing 10 de1erminc whc1hcr 1hc necessary 

software hus been developed nnd when ii migh1 become awilublc. 

Accordingly. Fon Rnndall is foccd ,,i1h cxccplional circumSUlnccs concerning itS abili1y 

10 make the toll control Sl!rvicc available ns set fonh in the FCC's univcrsnl service rules ond 

mu.~ rt-quest o waiver rrom the requircmcnl to provide such sc"•ice. Al 1his time. a "'!liver for n 

p(riod of one year is ~-quested. Prior 10 the end of the one )'car !>(nod, Fort Randall will rcpon 

bnck 1.0 1hc Commission ,.;th spccilic inform:uion indicatinQ ,vtien lhc necessary ne1work 

upg..idC$ c.in be mnde, and 1hc: service can be mode aYailublc 10 u»ist lo" ~incomc cusiomcrs. 

The Commission may properly granl a wai\ler from the .. toll control" rcquircmcnt, pursuant 10 -17 

C . .F.R. § 54.IOl(c). 

-1 . Fon Randnll has prc,•iously odvc:niscd and will con1inuc to a,h'cnisc 1hc 

uvnilabili1y ofils locnl exchange services in mcdra or gern:ral distribu1ion 1hruughou1 1hc 

exchange nre.i.s scr .:d. rrior 10 1his fi lin1t. Fort Randnll has 1101 gcm:rally adven1scd the: prices 

chnrgcd for all of lhc ubo,c-idcn1ified ~rvices. h "ill do so on :i goin& forward basis in 

uccordoncc "i th any specific odvl:ttising smrnfard:S that 1hc Commission may develop. 

5. llnscd on lite foregoin&, Fon Randall rcspcc1fully rcquc:sL~ th:11 the Comm1ss1on: 

a) gmn1 a temporary waiver oflhe requiremcn1 to providt.: " toll cornrol" service; 

I IJn)/lfR I O 11 OOC J 



and b) grant on ETC designntion to Fon Randall CO\'t'ring nil of the loca.l exchange areas th3t 

constitute iii present scniice osca in the S1a1e. 

Dat.cd: ~9~11""""'4 ......... £1...1/'--- . 199 7 

Respectfully submitt,-d. 

COMPANY 

Dy: 

I IJnJllfRIOII IJOC 



C!;K)Jtl( AH Uf Sl;kVJC'I; 

I hereby ccmfy 1ha1 un ong1n~I anJ etc, m copac~ ol 1hc abo,·c :md fmei:oini: Rcqunl fur I.ii(' 
Dcs1gn.111<m nn hch:ilf of h•rt K:mJall I ckphonc Comp;iny "'t't" ~, , ,u l·ro<'flll l:.,~i.s 111111K-
11• Day of June, 1?97, to 111< (011011.ini; 

\\ 1'h11m Bullard 
South [)a~uta rubhc liuhUC'.\ < omm1s~1•n1 
Swc of South D:akota 
5()(, Easi Capital 
1'1crrc SD .S7S01-507fl 

11nd a ~ 3nd oorr«1 cop~ wil, ~, hy Fcdmtl f. pr= 10 Ill<: following; 

kolayne W,c.1 
So.nh O,koo, l'ubhc U11l1110 Cornrn1ss,on 
St.itc of South 0-.1ko111 
500 l,as1 (:ap,tal 
l'rcrn,. South l>Jkota S7.SO I 

/ 
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r-i.JRT RANDALL 

Odober 30, 1097 

Camron-k 
SI.an Al!omey 

Vlo Priority Owmight Moil 

SOuth Dakota Public lJUhlles CommisslOl1 
SlaleCapOI 
500 East capul Awnue 
Poerre so !i, 501-5070 

RE ETC Oes;gnauon 

Dear Mr Hos•k 

Pleaso llnCI cndOsed an OnglNI encl de,,en COfM!S ol • response 10 your letter Oltecl October I , 
1097 concemiog the above-menl,oned ,ssua 

Please le<il lree 10 cal II you shOulCI haw any questJOns My lelephone numbet IS 848-283-71587 

• IXHIIIT I cf/._, 

·r--=======~============:------ ----
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t"nr1 Randall Ttlq,hon• Compan) 
£11iiblt Ttltt0mmunlu1lon, C"arri•r Applln1lon 

l'Ur>Uillll lO 47 C".~.R. 54 l(ll (•1(4 /, '10gk•patly ICVlc<" 01 ,r, (Wl(IIMll "'!Ul\'aknl nw>I be n..J<: 
ovolbhk- by an F.hg,hlc rcl«ommun,couotu Canict / liT<") IO r«cl\e unt\ffl;IJ kl'\"lCC Sllppon 

mn:h:anl.lll\Sa 0- the ob,,. c-rcfcn-nc<d company have tlu, krY~<? Yes 

2 l'utswn1 10 47 C".F R. S4 405 and s-1.411 , L,fthn< and I.ink Up kl'\'i<:<5 mm1 be maclc ... ij.i,lc, by an 
ETC 10 qu..lify1n& lo"•111COmc «10.11,ncrs. Voes the 1pphcan1 ""ITIJWIY, H rtfctfflCcd obo,c. m:ake 
lht<c ""'"""' » ·a,bblc 1oquohf)1ng c=mct•? F0<1 Randan Telephone Company c:utr!Wllly 
offO!s Lifeline and Link Up local sotvlce dcscounia winlin its GJI.CNlll9D areas. Beglnolng 
Janua,y t. 1998, lhe p(Ogl'am will be offe<ed under,,_ letms In ac:coro with the FCC rules, 
4 7 CFR 54.400- 54.417, and any PUC decisions conc;emlng Implementation oflhe expanded 
p,ogram 

3 Pluk pnwKk • , mf,.:111<10 by an •ulbou,~1 ollk<J, Wider oa1h. 10 1bc Con11nin1on ,n which •he 
opphan1 1<p1cscms 1c, 1hc Com11m"on lho1 lhc fi>t1$ <Wl<d m !he- Rr(tudl for llTC Od1goauon and 
•he,~ 10 data 1cques1 - I and 2, above, at< tn1thful Bruce Hanson, being llrsl duly sworn. 
slates thal he Is tnc Treasurer lor fort Randall Tetep!lono Company and lhal he IJas read Ille 
iruilal ETC i,,pptic:atloo and tk,e lorugo,ng, onc:J lhe same ere uue lO ~ own Desi ICnOWleclge, 

C:'/ . i 
_ n.-uc<runJon, Trc~m 

S•om bc:forc me 1h11 lo"' tby ufOctobct, 1997 

1 i ,, , ... I I.: , 
Ng;;;;; Public _._-'--"-----

Scat 
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November 19, 1997 

WIiiiam Bwwd. Jr. 
Executive Di.rector 
!.outh Duoca Public Udliun Comntinioo 
SOO E»t Capitol 
Pien e, South Dakota 51SOI 

RE: Fort R.aodalJ Telephone Company 

rAI SO 6G5 :63 384! 

RcqllOSt for Oo1ptioo u Eligible Te!ccor4fflun1cations Company 

Out Mr. Cullan!: 

Oalcoca Tckcom. Inc. Ind Dakota Tt lecommunication, S)'lcaru, Inc. (collectively 
"Dakota .. ) do not object 10 the daiptioo o f Fort .iw,.i.11 Telephone Company u an 
Eligible Tc ;_,.,unlcerions Camn ("ETC'") m 1u c\.llfflll Study Aru. Th• abecncc or 
an objection in !his proc:c,cdlna it lj,njtad to allowing Fon Randall to quallly u m ETC 
ror the alfJU which it Is cWTently 1en,tna, and tbould not be in1e.,pNQCI u abudoning 
any c laun v'bich Dakoca may make tn lhc future or has m.od.111 any otha paidina doclo.11 

bcfcx-c this ~ommiss,oo. 

2 
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MOSS & BARNETT 
A r.o,.. d lQ ' " .... .,.. - ·- -- - ·--·­.......... ..._ .................... .............. ....... _ -·-_,_ 
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William 8uUatd 
l!xccu1i-w, Oirec:IOf 

.................... 
....,,;9 ..... 

November 19, 1997 

Soulh Ouota Public Utilities Commluion 
Stale of South Oatota 
SOO P.-.,c Cephol 
Picne, Sooth Dakota S7SOI 

Ro: fort R4ndall Telephone Company Study Are4 For Unlvenal Service Purposes 
Doclu:1 No. TC97~7S 

UcwMr. Bullvd: 

Tho South Duoca Public Utilities CommlAion (''Commission") Is IChcduled co 
dcl=nino, on November 19, 199?, wllelhct f ort Randllll Telephone Company ("Fort Randall") 
qlllllifics a, en eligible tclecomnn.lli~ons cm:iet ("lrrC"). Port Randoll b • run.I telephone 
com~y. N • nnl lolepbone comp&ny. lbc current "Study Alea" Nmalna ita lCIVice an:A unlll 
chanpt by the CommiJaion and die FCC. Dalu>la Tdccolnm&mlcatio S~nns. lnc. and 
Dakoia Tclccom. lnc:. (coUecnvely ·Dakota") lnlen'alcd In !he above.rd~ Docket. In a 
di!IC.U.1Sion with Robeft Marmet, c:oumcl for Oillcota, 1 was advlMd lb.al D¥1to1a ha, no objmlun 
to Port Randall quallfyina a, an ETC. "--, o.kota rnay, 11 eomc ruturo da1c, request a 
change in Fort R.ondall '1 Stud:y Arca. 

l'ort Ran Iii ltipula1a thal Olkota m,y !Daito »uch • roq11c.tt at • rutwc d.lc. anJ that Ilic 
absence ohn objectlon hy Dakota in this pn>eccdlna sbalJ DOI. in any muocr. b:ir or prohibit 
such a future request by Duoca to divide dx Fon R.midall Study Arca incu 00111ieuous Service 
Atcu. Rather. a future request by Dtlto1a shall be dctcnnl.ned baaed un Che mcriu of the roqucsL 

• 
~ t. 18/\' • ,. . .. '~\) , 
~ . 

.. ... . i "'' 
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MOSS & BARNETT 
A.~~~ 

William A11Uanl 
Novcnibcr 19, 1997 
l'age2 

Uascd on th~ 11.ipulation, Dakota agr-s no« co c:b111cnge, In the 1bovc-«fcrcnccd 
Ooclcc:t. Port Rand411's designation as an BTC (or ita curren1 SNdy Arca. 

MJBhltjb 
cc: Robert Marmcl 

8."IJCe Hl!ISOO 
Rkhlrd 0 . Coit 

H '79UllQ«III.OOC 

tO ' d SOO' ON os:e l 6, 6 l 1\011 

Ver, uuly youn, 

MOSS & BAkNB'IT 
A Profeas.lonal Anoc:latloo 

: 0 I 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY FORT ) 
RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-075 

On June 12, 1997, lhe Publtc Utd,toes Commission (Commission) received a request for 
de51gnalion as an eligible lelecommullications earner (ETC) from Fort Randall Telephone Company 
(Fon Randall). Fott Randall reques1ed des,gnalion as an eligible telecommunications carrier wil.h,n 
lhe local exchange areas lhat cons!Jtute ils service area. 

The CommisslOn electronically 1ransmit1ed notoce of the filing and the intervention deadline 
to ,n1eres1ed llld,Vlduals and enbtles Dakota Telecommunlcalions Sysl.ems, Inc (DTS) and Dakota 
Telecom. Inc (DTI) were gran1ed intervention by order daled July 29, 1997 By order dated 
November 7, 1997. the Comm,sslon set the hearing for this matter for 1:30 p.m on November 19. 
1997, ,n Room 412, State capitol. Pierre. Soulh Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the hearing, the Cvmm,sslon granted Fort Randall 
a one year waiver of the requirement to provide toll control service w,thin ,ts service area At its 
December 11, 1997, meeling, the Commission granled ETC designation 10 For1 Randall and 
des,gnated ,ts study area· as its serv,ce area 

Based en the evidence of reeo<d, the Comm1$s1on enters lhe foUow,ng F111d1ngs of Fed and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On Juoe 12, 1997, the Comm,ssoon rece1Ved a request ror des,gna11on as an ETC from Fort 
Randall For1 Randall requested designation as an ETC Within 1he IOcal exehange areas tha1 
constilule ,ts serv,ce area. Fott Randall serves the following exchanges. Cenlervllle (563), Hermosa 
(255), Lake Andes (491, 487): Tabor (463); Tyndall (589). Viborg (326), and Wagner (384). Exh1b11 
1 

II 

Pursuanl to 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Comm,ss,on ,s required lo designate a common 
earner that meels lhe requ,rements of see11on 214(e)(1) as an ETC ror a service area designaled 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)( 1), a common earner lhat l s des1gna1ed as an ETC is eligible 
10 recet11e universal servlCe suppott and shall, throughout tis service area, oller lhe serv,ces lhat are 
suppor1ed by federal universal servtee suppor1 mechanisms either using ,1s own faoh11es or a 
combinauon or i ts own faahhes and resale of ano1her earner's servicas The carrier must alSo 
adver11se the ava,labihty of such services and the ra1es for the services using media o f general 
doslrlbullon 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following services or 
luncbooablle$ as lhose supported by federal untVersal senr1ce support mechaOtSms (1) vo;ee grade 
aa:ess lo the puc,lic sw,tched netwolk; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mulli-rrequency slgnahng or rts 
funchonal equal; (4) single party service or lts functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services; (6) access to operator serv,ces. {7) access 10 111terexeh.lnge service; (8) access to 
directory assistance; and (9) toll hmJtauon for qualifying Jew.Income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 
54.101(a ). 

V 

As pan or 115 oblogallons as an ETC, an ETC ,s required 10 make available Lifeline and link 
Up services to quarrlying low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54.• )5; 47 CF R. § 54.411 

VI 

Fort Randall orrers vo,ce grade access 10 the public sw,tched network 10 all consumers 
throughout its service area Exhibit 1. 

VII 

Fort Randall offers local exchange service including an amount of kx:31 usage free or per 
minute cnarges 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area Isl. 

VIII 

Fon Randall offers dual tone mulb-frequency s,gnatirlg to all consumeB throughout its servic:e 
atea Ill 

IX 

2. 
Fon R.1ndaU offers Slngle party selVic:e to all consumers throughout its service area. Exh,blt 

X 

Fort Randall offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout its service 
area. Exhibit 1. 

XI 

Fon Randall offers access to operator se=s to all consumers throughout its service area, 

XJI 

Fon Randall offers access to interexcnange services to all consumers throughout its service 
area Ill 

XIII 

Fort Randall offers acoess lo directory assistance to all consumers throughout its service 
area. Ill, 

2 



XIV 

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers 
,s toll hmltation. 47 C F.R. § 54. 101(a)(9). Toll t,mitat1on consists of both toll blodung and toll 
a>nlrOl 47 C F.R. § 54.400(d) . Toll control is a service that allows consumers to specify a certain 
amount of toll usage that may be incurTed per month or per bitting cycle. 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(c). Toll 
blocking tS a servioe lha1 lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls 47 
C F R. § 54 400(b) 

xv 

Fort Randall offers loll bloelung to all consumers throughout its service area. E:xhrt>tt 1. 

XVI 

Fort Randall does not currently offer toll control Jsl. In order for Fort Randall to provide toll 
control. addrt1onal usage traclong and storage capab1'ities wm have to be installed in tts local 
switching equ,pmenL FOil Randall is attempllng to determine whether the necessary software has 
been developed and when II might become available Js1 

XVII 

Fon Randall stated that rt ,s faced with exoeptJOnal cm:umstances ooncem,ng ,ts ability to 
make tel control s.eMCe available ar)d requested a one year waiver from the requirement to provide 
such service I.II Pnor to the end of the one year penocl, Fon Randall wJI report baclt to the 
Comm&ssion with specific Information indicating when the ne!WOl1\ upgrades can be made In order 
10 provide toll control. l.d. 

XVIII 

Wrth respect to the obligation to advertJSe the availabilrty of services support.ed by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those servioes using media of general 
drst.nbutt<>n, for, Randall stated that i1 advertises the availability of ils local e)(change services in 
media of general distribution throughout its service area However, Fon Randall has not generally 
adverusea the pnces for these services. lsl Fon Randan stated its intention to comply with any 
•overusing standards developed by the Commosslon Isl 

XIX 

Fort Rllndal currently offers Lifeline and l.Jnk Up service d,scounts 1n d.s exchanges. Exhibit 
2 Fort Randall will offer the Lifeline and LJnk Up seMOe drsoounts In all of Its service area beginning 
January 1. 1998. rn acc:ordance Wl!h 47 C.F.R. §§ 54 400 to 54.417, inclusive, and any Commission 
imposed requirement.s Exhibit 2 

xx 

The Comm,ssion finds that Fort Randall currently provides and WIii continue to provide the 
foOowtng se- or fundionalrties throughout 1ts service area· ( 1) voice grade acoess to the public 
swrtched networ1<; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mulb· frequeney signalmg, (4) singl&-party service, 
(S) access to emergency seMces; (6) access to operator serviees: (7) access to lnterexchange 
seMce; (8) access to <fitedory assistance; and (9) loll blocklng tor qualify,ng low-income consumers. 

) 



XXI 

The Comm,:i,s,on finds lhal pursuanl lo 47 C F.R. § 54.101(c) i1 will grant Fort Randall a 
wah.er of the requ11ement lo offer toll control service:i, until December 31 . 1998 The Commission 
finds that eitceplional orcumsiances prevent Fort Randall from providing toll control at lh1s time due 
to the di fficulty In obtain,ng the necessary software upgrades to provide the service. 

XXJI 

The Comrrus5'00 finds that Fort Randall mtends to provide t.ifel,ne and Lmk Up prog.rams to 
qualifying customers lhroughout ,ts service area cons,stent with state and federal rules and orders 

XXlll 

The Comm1ss,on finds 1hat Fort Randall shall advertise t.he availability of the services 
supported by the federal unrversat service support mechanism and lhe charges therefor throughout 
rts soMce area using media of general d1stribu11on once each year The Commission further finds 
1ha1 ,t the ra1e foe any of the services sui:,ported by the federal unrversat service support mechanism 
cha.ngH. the new rate must be ad11et1lsed us,ng media o f general d,stnbubon. 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 2t4(e)(5). lhe Comm,ss,on des,gnates Fort Randalrs current study 
area as its service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has junsd1ct1on over this matter pursuant 10 SDCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
and 47 U.S.C § 214 

II 

Pursua"t to 47 U S.C. § 214(e){2), the Comm,ss,on 1s required 10 designate a common 
carrier that me!!lS the requlremenls of section 214(0)(1) as an ETC for a service area deS1gnated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 214(e)(1), a common carrier that ,s des,gnaled as an ETC ,s ehgible 
to recerve unrn:rsal service SUppot1 and shall, lhroug.houl ,ts service area. offer the se1V1ces that are 
supported by federal universal service suppon mechanisms ei1her using fts own faeihties or a 
combination or i1s own facdrbes and resale of another carrier's services. The carrier must also 
adven,se the av i llabdrty of such serv,ces and the rates for the services usong med,a of general 
dls1nbut1on 

IV 

The FCC has deslgnaled the following services or functJOnaU1les as those supported by 
federal universal servk:e support mechanisms ( 1) voice grade access to the public swrtched 
ne1wor1t. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi•frequency signaling or ,ts functional equal. (4) single 
party service or its functional equivalent, (5) access 10 emergency services; (6) access to operator 

4 



services. (7) access to ,nterexchange serv,ce; (8) access to dlfec:toty assistance, and (9) toll 
bm11att0n for quallly,ng low-,neome consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As part of tts obhgatloos as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make ava~able ufehne and unk 
Up servk:es to quahly,ng low-income consumers 47 C F.R § 54 405; 47 CF R § 54 4 11 

VI 

Fort Randan has met the requirements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) w,th the exeepttOn of the 
al)Wly to offer toll control. Pursuant to 47 C F.R. § 54 101(c), !ti. Cornm,ss,on c:ondudes that Fort 
Randall has demonstrated excepl,onal cm;umstances that 1ust1fy granting II a wlJVef of the 
requirement to offer loll conl/OI unlll December 31, 1998 

VII 

Fort Randall Shal ptOYlde ufehne and unk Up programs to quallfytng customers throughout 
11s service area c:ons,stent w,th state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

Fort Randal shill 8dYel1ISe the avaolabldy of the services suppo,ted by the federal un,vers.1 
serva support mechanism and the ch.lrges therefor us,ng meo,a of g_,.., dtstnbubon once each 
year ff the rate for any of the services supported by the federal urwersal seMce support 
mechanism changes, the new rale shall be advertised using media of oeneral dlstnbl.lhon 

IX 

Pufsuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), the Cornm,ss,on designates Fort Randalr s current st.udy 
area as tts servk:e area 

X 

The Comm,ss,on des,gnates Fort Randatt as an eligible tetecommunbllons ~mer for its 
serv,ce area 

ft 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that Fort Randatrs current study aru is deilgnated as its setvice area; and ii 
IS 

FURTHEr ORDERED, that Fort Randall shal be granted a war,,er of the requirement to offer 
toll control servoc..s un~l December 31, 1998, and 11 l s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Fort Randall shaH follow the adYelttSlng req~ls as hsted 
above, and ,t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Fon Randall 1s des,gnated as an ehg1ble telecommunications 
earner for tis seMCe area 

5 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Ofder was duly entered on the / 'Z ~ay of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1·26-32. this Order will take effed 10 days after the date of receipt or 
#allure to accept d,ftvery of the deetsion by the parties 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /7 7i£,day of December. 1997. 

OFFICIAL SEAL 

6 



--rc.17- t) 7.5 
r-LJR, RANDALL 

T I r ,->110NE C O MPANY 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Oocombe< 3 1, 1997 

Unlvinal Setvloe Administration~ 
100 Soutt, Jolforson Road 
Whippany NJ 07981 

RE: LtFatNE ANO LINKlJP Prognwns 

Dear People. 

RECEIVED 

JA~ 0 7 998 
SOUTH DAY.OTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Endosod for you, r-end ~·•.1111c:e Is Fort Randal Telephone Companis uFatNE AND 
LINKUP plan 

Fo, JIK1het questions, plea$& feel tree to lliY8 me a can My tetephc)ne numbot is (888) 283-7667. 

Respectful)' sub<llitleO. 

-a.d~Ha~n~son~~_) 
Troaswor 
F0t1 RandaQ TolephOnO Company 

cc Shciyt TOOd FCC 
Offoce ol lhc S0Cfe1aty FCC 
8111 Bullard SDPUC 



LIFELINE AND LINK UP Pl.AN 
OF FORT RANDAI.L TElEPl/0/VE COMPANY 

"Inc Furr Randt1/I Telrphone Company submits 1h1s plan purl!Ul\111 lo 47 Cl'R ~ S4 401(d). Fort 
Randall Tel~phom, Company has lx-c:n dr:sig:na14'd 11.1 an ehgoblc 1clc,:ommumcauons cama by 1hc South 
Duo1'1 Pubhc U11h11cs ("omm1&S1on ('"SDPUC., and. lU such, must m.:ikc L. .done ond Link Up ,icn,ee 
a,,ulablr 10 qu.,hfymi; 10 .. ·-111comr coMumcrs :,.s J<C1 forth 111 1hc Comm1>-<oon°s Fuw/ Ordt:r and 
fkcuwn. No/ire of Enif)' of O.·cu,011 d:11ed Novc.mlx-r 18. 1997. ,s,ucd ,n Dodc1 TC'97-150 ll!Lib£ 
Mauer 9(1he Jnv~t•K•"90tn10 1hc (.ofc:luK and l.mk Up l'ffiw.n1m~1. wluch 1s amu:lx-d a5 F.xh1b11 A, lllld 
cons1S1cn1 "mh 1hc cmcna csiabhshcd under 47 CFR U 54.400 10 54.4 17, 1nclus1vc 

A. General 

I. The L1fchnc and I.ink Up prognms a.mst quahlicd low-mcom.- consumers by providing for 
reduced mon1hly charges and n,duc,ed conncctoon chJsrgci for local telephone service. Thc 
:u.~1sunccc apphc, 10 • singk iclcphonc lone •• • quahlicd consumer·~ pnnc1p:tl place of 
rcs1dcncr . 

2 /\ quahfocJ low-u,comc consumer ,s • ~ lcphonc subscnber who p;tr11c,pa1~ 1n at leas, one of 
the following public u.ssinancc prognuru: 

a MC'd1a1d 
b FooJ Siami'$ 
c !,upplcmrn1'11 S«urll)' Income (SSI) 
d Fcdcr:11 r•ubhc Housing ,'\ss1suncc 
.- l.ow-lncom.e llom.e Energy A.ss!Stancc l'rogrum (I. II FAP) 

l /\ quahfrcd low-1ncomc consumer IS chg1blc: ro m:cm, c11hcr or hoth l.olchnc and I.ink Up 
~,osiancc 

4 Fort Randall T~h'PhOnl! Company will advertise, the av111lab1l11y of l.1(clin< and Link Up 
SttVlcc;. and 1hc charge$ therefore usmg mC'doa of l(mcnil dostnbut100 and on ~ccord ,,., th any 
rule:, 1n.u fflll}' be <k,-elopcd b)' the SDPUC for apphcauon II> chg1blc 1clccommun1cauOOJ 
C.Amef;(_ 

S In add,1100. Fort Randall Tdrpht1nc Company, as required by the l'1nal Or.ter tJnd l>N'u1fln, 
N1Jt1u of 1-:n,., <>I Ottu1on of 1hc SDPUC (Exh1b11 A), will 1nd,ca1e '" 11', annual rcpon 10 the 
SOPUC the number of subscnbcrs wnhon it's 'ien'1cc area rcccl\1ni. L1(chnc and/or Link Up 
llSSi<tarocc In add111Qfl, 1h1s mfonnauon ,,.111 be provided 10 1hc Un,.-cnal Sctv1c.e 
Admtnmrauvc Company ("lJSAC'"/. 

6 lnformauon a, 10 the number or coo,um<n quahfyong for l.11chnc and!Clr Link Up ~1,stancc 
canoo1 currcn1ly be pro,•o<kd by Fort Randall r,,t,,,,Joonr ClJmpwt)' beau.~ 11 hu no acer» 10 

1hc 11o•'Clllmcnt mfonm1100 ncccs.sary 10 dctm,,1nc how m2ny of 11> 1clcphonc subscnbcq :uc 
pamc1p311njl tn the above rcfcrcnccd pubhc llUISClnce pro1tn1ms W11oout 1h1.s ,nfonnauon. 1-'orr 
Randall Trleplwtt,• ( "11mpan) caru101 provulc, of tho< llmc. c,·m .. ,ca~ahlc ~um:ue o( the 
number uf 11, , ut:,,.cnba\ "ho, a!la Ja.nwiry I, 199&. will be rCCcl'1ni: I 1fchnc undlor Link Up 
1e1-..1cc ln fom~tmn :t.- 10 the numbc, u( 11> lu" · lllCOfTI<" <ub .... ,,1x-r, quahfymg for I 11cl1nc 



•nJ ... I ,nl l JH;&II be, l'fO\IJNl ahcr 1rrh,a11,n, '"' I ,rchn< anJ I nu. I p 3'-\l>t:&11<'.C ~\C hccn 
rcu·l\<'J h) / ,,,, Rond.11/ frlrplwn,r C ,,111pa,n 

7 In a.cord "1th rht- SOl'U(", 1-·,r.al Urda anJ Ii.-, 1111111 .,,,,, ... of £nu, 11J IHris1a11, 1-im 
R.lnJ.i/1 fd,71l11111t C<>Mf'Jnl ,.,II ltllll.<' 1pphu1"'" l•inru a,~1\ablc to all of 115 <'\1$11n~ 
rc.i<kn11al cmtomcn. 10 all ~ N>Wffi<'f'< ,.hen thn •rrh lot rc<tdmual loc~I tclcphonc 
\Cf'\ i.c, and en Olhn l"'f'$0CI< or cn1111"' upon their r~lk'•I 

It. ur.unr 

I 1lchnc SCf\tt<' mc•.ru a rc1.11I loal "'1"tCt' oll<Ttn!! for .. h,.:h quahficd lov. -mcomc 
,,,mumcn p.a) 1nl1Xnl c.h.arllf" 

.? I 1ftltnc sc,n,cc 1ncludcs \"OICC .,...SC 11<:CC'S> to lh<- pubhc ,,.,rchcd nct,.orl... focal ~gc. dtw 
ronc mul1t·frni1icn.:) Jrg,ahng 01 its (unc1t00lll cqul\alrnt, <itn~lc•p;lfl)' scn,,•c or ,is fW1C1tonal 
ntjl\1lc-n1. =>«<'" to nnc:rtme, scn,cn, a""'i to orcr.,IOI" \CT\ ice,.., acccu 10 1n1erc.ulwlgc 
\CT\'l<C k<CS• hl dlff'C'I«\ ~<I\Un<.C anJ t,111 hm1Qlk.'" 

\ C)u.ahticd In,. ,income >Ub\<:nhcn ;a,c 1<,quorcJ In •11bm11 .an .apphcat1ort form 111 onkr to 
rc,cl\c I 1fchnc \ff"ICC. In 1ppl)1ni,: lt-.c I 1fchnc a.~r-1.1ncc. the wbiaibcr must <'ctt1f) undCT 
pc-n.llt) ,11 P<'Tl"" tlut ti.-, an- rum-nth JW1lc1p.11ini: ,n 11 lt'a,t one, of th<- quahfytng publtc 
.a.\\l\Un,c rmp•nt• h\lrd 1n ~uoo A 2. above In .iJJm,,n, rht' w~nba must l gTCC 10 noofy 
1-·,,,, futnJJ/1 lr,..phnnr O•mp,1111 ,.hffl Ilk-) <'c.t'<' r3n,c,p.,11n~ ,n th<- qU11hf)1ng puhhc 
Ji.>l>llln<<' P,OjjUll!l • I 

J Ilic 10111 monthl> l.1rd10<' ettd111,~1l1hk In ,iu:ahllrJ cm~um<'N 1, S5 25 Fnrt Rand<JII 
f,·/,·ph1/#I~ Co,,tp1Jnl ~ll pfU\ldc IM m•thl 10 quahlit'J Ct>n•Ufflrr!, by appl)~ng lhc fcdml 
l>J-.cltnc ""Pl'Of1 amount of S, SO m v.-al\c the con,umcr·, lt'Jcral l·nd-l lscr (·omm,,n I.inc 
,h.atl!<' • ...i •rrh ,ni: the add,uonal aulh«l,cJ (l'\kr.al •Ul'f""I Jm..lWlt of St "\"'a crcd.11 10 th<­
•'"" ....., , intnl•IJI<" l<x:.11 ~1,c r>lc Ille, l~•I N-.chnt' ,uri,on :>mount and :.dd111on;il 
•Ut'l"'fl J,a,l.ablr, tOIJhnjt s< l<. .11 mlu.:r ,.,,., R,,n,/J/1 f, lq•h,m,• c.,,,.,..,,.1 ·, lowc<;t lllnllr,I 
1m 01ha\<1..- ~eMfllll> a,·u,l~blc) ''°"''dcnuil r.11c fo1 111<· _.,.. r.c, h>l<'J Jbo•c tn s«uon 11 1 
I'« th<- ,1ucllcJ ,1 >rl' l ' f 111.J/ OrJ<r und ti.., 111011 ' """. 11/ fntn or t>«u,on. th<- Sl)PUC m, 
• .1h,,r11t"J mU• •t.1lr ,~tr 1cJU<'hM• for ch1,'1hlt' 1rlc.,""'"..:i1,1l1<llt• c:am<T' =l•ni: rht' 
aJ,htion.al t<'Clcnl "'l'I""' 1moun1 ,•I SI "< ••••l•Mr 11,c, l-111'1 ( ,hJ lk~I t,tabh.Ji • ,u1.­
I 11chnc rroi;r.,m 10 tunJ an~ tunht'r r.at.- rrouc11on, t I ,h1h11 \ I 1nJ1np 01 1-acr VII .uul \'Ill, 
.>.~J I ondu,mm of I ..t" II anJ Ill ) 

< I .,, R,111.J II fr/C'f'"'"" "'""''"' .-,II "4•1 J,..,~1 wl>-..nhcr, Imm th<-11 I 11chnc- ;c-f\l,<' 

rue nun I"'~ cnt nl 11111 duri:r, unit-." rht' ,1,r,1 C rur,u.uu r., J" n R ~ SJ JOltbXI ). "'" 
'.!1.antrJ 1hc- ,mpJn\ -' "'JI\C'J frurn the- non-Oi\.i.onnn: t r~urrcmnu 

r, I ,, " ~ th<- t'"rnl th.at f,,,, R.:•J ,I/ T, /rf'h,.•• 1 ••-,r.••• h.a, •lM•mcd J WJI\C'f lrom rht' 
,1>1•1 ru1,u.ar ti> .1' I I k b ,J 101(.J, IM ,1•mJQ11\ ,hJll ,>ll<'f toll hm11a11011 to ,,11 quJhl~111g 

l,11, '""'""' ,nchu <n """" the·, <ub,cnhc 10 I 11tl111C" ,en,,<' It rht' ,11b<a1bcr cl«r, 10 
tt'\C"I'<' hill hm1u11on th.al ,en,, .. ..Juli bn:ofllC' tun ••I th.at .ut>...nt>n < I 1i..t10<' """'c 



7. Fort Randall 1'c/q,lto,w Company will not c:ollec:1 a scmcc dcposi1 m order 10 m11111e Lifeline 
1CN1cc 1flhe qualifying low-income consumer volunblrily elects toll blodmig on 1hcir tdcphonc 
line. However, one monlh's local scrv,cc charges may be rcquucd u an a.dvancc payment. 

C. Uak Up 

I 

I . Link Up means 

(a) /; rcduc1,on m the cUS10ma.ry charge.' fOf commencing tdccommun1ca11ons SCl'Vlcc 
for a s,nglc tclecommun,caoons conneclion ll m con.rumer's pnnc1pal place of rcsulcncc. 
The reductions shall be SO pcrun1 of the: customary charge or $30.00. whichever is less; 
and 

(b) A dcfcncd schedule for payment of the charges ~ for commencing semcc, 
for which 1hc consumer docs not pay interest. The interest charges not assessed to the 
consumer shall be for COMCl:1100 charges of up 10 $200.00 tha1 arc dcfared to a period 
no1 10 cxettd one, year. 

2. Oiargcs asscsKCl for commencing service 1nel* any charges !hat arc custo=nly ~ 
for conncc1ing 1ubscnbcrs to 1he n1.'t1',-otlc. These charges do no1 mdudc any pmn1ss1ble 5eeunty 
deposit rcquimncnts. 

3. The Link Up program wll allow a consumcr io rccc,vc the benefit of the L.tnk Up program 
for a second or subscquenl lime only for a principal place of residcnc<! wi1h an address different 
from the rcs1dc:nu addrus al which the Link Up ISSiJtancc wu proVldcd Jn'10Usly. 

Fon Randall Tt:lephone C"mpony 
7 22 West Highway #46 
Wagner SO S77S I 
888-284-7667 

Oy~~LttL~ 
• lllll50ll 

.I 

Icri:•Mcrt 
Posi11on 



1- \IIIBI T 'W' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

Fl f-JAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
EN , ~y OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

AJ its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, !he Public Uhhlies Commission 
(Commission) voted 10 open a docJ<et concerning the Federal Communications 
Commis.sloo's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decided that it would provide for 
additional federal SlJPP()rt in lhe amount of St .75, above the cumnt $3.50 level. However, 
in order for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1, 75 m federal suppoo, 
the state commission must approve that redudion in the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal suppoo may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate 1urisdid1on, 
up 10 a maximlnl of $7 00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a) A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal S8fVice fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Commission allowed interested persons and 
enuties to submit writt.en comments conceming how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on tile Lifeline and Link Up p<ograms. In lhoir written comments, interested 
persons and enulies commented on the following questions: 

1 Whether the Comm1ss1on should approve intrastate rate redudions to a llow 
consumers el19ible for Lrfeline support to receive the additional $ 1 75 1n federal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline Program to fund further 
redudlons 1n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whettier the Commission should modify the e.x,shng Lrfehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 . Shall the Commission file or require the carrier to file information with the 
administrator of the federal unrversal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria set forth in 47 C F R § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997. the Commission set pubhc hearings to receive 
public comment on the questions hsted above. The hearings were held at the following 
times and places: 

BAPIP CITY: Monday, October 27, 1997, 1.00 p.m .. Canyon Lake Senior Citizens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive. Rapid City. SD 



~XFALLS 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1 30 pm . State Capnot Bulld1n9, Room 
41 2, 500 East Capnol Avenue. Pierre. SD 

Wednesday Oc10ber 29, 1997, 9 00 am , Center tor Active 
Genera1tons, 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls, SD 

A t 11s Novembef 7, 1997, meeting. the Commission ruled as follows On the first 
issue. the Comrmss1on authonzed mtrastate rate reductions to allow ehg1ble consumers 
to receive the add11Jonal S 1 75 in federal support With respect to the second issue. the 
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
Lime On the third issue, the Commission ehminoted the existing TAP program that 
requires US W EST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over. The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up p<ogram follow the FCC rules. In addition. the 
Comm1sslOl'l ordered that staff, 1n consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-<:ert1fication: that these fom,s be sent to all of their customers pfio · to Janua,y 1. 
1998, and thereafter, to all rew customers: and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or enllty upon request On the fourth Issue. the Commissim ruled that the 
camef be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carrier's plan 
meets the apphcable FCC aitena and that the carrier send an infomiational copy to the 

. Commission Further, that the carriers include in their annual repon to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and l.Jnk Up support. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and teslimony received at the 
hearings, the Convmss1on makes the foll0W1ng Findings of Fact and Conclusions o f Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP). The current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Lmk Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
11s Decas1on and Order dated February 17. 1988, issued in Dod<et F-3703, Jo lhe Maner 
or the Jnyestjga\lOQ 10lo JmpfementatlOQ of a Jefephone Assistance Piao ror South Dakota 
Customers Exhibit 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required 10 also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. lg. at pages 1-2. 

II 

The an1ou111 of TAP asSJstance 1s $7 .00. S3.50 of wtuch 1s federally funded, with the 
rema1rung S3 50 funded by the local telecommunicauons carrier ld. al page 3. Although 
U S WEST was onginally allowed to charge a surcnarge to fund the program. U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that nght in Docket F,3647-8. Jn the Matter o[lhe Public u11Jjtjes 
Commission Jov~tigatlon mto !he Effects or the 1986 Tax Befoan Act on South Dakota 
Ulili.~ Extub11 5 In order 10 receive the TAP assistance. a member of the household 

l 



support. The Commission finds that ,t shall authottZe intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support Thus, the total amount of 
federal support 1s S525 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions In the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third Issue Is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. Wdh respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of loca, rates to low income 
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. SU 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions 1s 
that the FCC eliglbllity requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 

· South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self­
certificati::in. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer. prior to January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The fourth issue Is whether the Commission should file, or in the alternative, require 
the camerto file informatlon with the fund administrator. SU 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 (d). The 
Commission finds It, , carriers shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the camel's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receiw Lifeline and Link Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Convnission has 1unsdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31 , 
specifically 49-31-1.1. 49-31-3, 49-31 -7, 49·31 -7 1, 49-31-11 , 49-31 -12 1. 49-31-12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 

4 



must be 60 years of age or okler and part.1opate 1n either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exh1b1t 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The l.tnk Up Amenca program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to ooe-half 
of the quahfy1ng subscriber's telephone service coMechon charges up to a maximum of 
$30.00. tsi. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
IOcal telephooe S8l'V1C8 and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months. and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). tsi. The Link Up program ,s funded entirely out of federal funds. tsi. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No 96· 
45. to tt,e Matter o( Federaf;State J91m Board on Voiversaf $8{Vice. adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support Wlll 
be S3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer Wlth an additional $1.75 in federal support 
11 the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 

• C F.ij. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline support In an amount equal to one-hall the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) is also available. Jsi 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up Wlll continue to be a 
reduction in the teleoommulications earner's seMce connection charges equal to one half 
of the camefs customer connection charge or $30.00. whichever i s less. 47 C F R § 
54.413{b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. if there 1s no state Lifeline or l ink Up program. a 
consumer 1s eligible for support 11 the consumer participates in one of the follow,ng 
programs Mecficaid; food stamps; Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance, or the low-lnoome Home Energy Assistance Progam 47 C.F.R. §§ 54 409(b) 
c1nd 54.41 S(b). In addrtion, if there ,s no state lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must certify unde1' penalty of P8fJU'Y that the customer 1s receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the camer if the customer ceases to participate 
m such program or programs Jsi 

VII 

The first issue is v.tielhef the Cornm1sSl0ll should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers elig ible for Lifeline support to receive the additional $ t . 75 m federal 

} 



II 

Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54.403(a). the Commission authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for ehgible telecommumeahons companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers lo receive the add1t1onal $1 7 5 1n federal support 

111 

The Commission declines to ,ns111u1e a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reductions at this time. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, 1nclus1ve. on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form f0< self-08f11fiea11on The earners shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The earners shall also send a fonn to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the earners shall be 
required to file that in!ormailon demonstrating that the carriets p lan meets the applicable 

• FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational copy to the Commission. The earners 
shall also be required to rnclude in their annual repon to the Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive lifeline and Link Up support. 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reduct10ns for eligible 
telecommunieatJons companies prov1d1ng local exdlange seM<:e to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add1t1onal $1 75 in federal support; and 11 is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further redudions at this time: and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program; that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self­
cenifir.:ation; that the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1, 1998; that tho carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; and 
It i s 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that the earner shall file with the FCC the 1nformat1on 
demonstrating that the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an ,ntormat1onal copy to the Commission. The earners shall also include 1n their 
amual report to the Comm1Ss100 the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, th,s /.f' dday ot November. 1997 

Tho .. -~"" '*'°f con.tn v,. ., .. - ---Dayupo,,11-0I 1ocord n1t11o-_.-..,.,.-..,._ 
.... "' - 0, "' llnl - ~ ., .._., 

~£=:?~ 
o.i. 11/1~/97 

(Of°rlCIAt SEAi.) 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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