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IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY 
DA KOTA COOPER ATIV E 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC •• 
DAKOTA TELECOM, INC. ANO 
DAKOTA TELECOMMUNK:ATK>NS 
SYSTEMS. INC. FOR 0£5'GNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNK:A OOHS 
CARRIERS 

Public Utilities Commiuion of the State of South Dakota 



DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
PO. Boa 66 • IRENE. SOUTH DAK OTA 51 037 

TELEPHONE 18051 263 -3301 

Man:h 25. 11)97 

8 \ ' t'AX & t"IRST !:I.ASS MA Ii. 

W1 ll1t11n Bull:ard, E.-:ccut1\'C' 011cclor 
Sou1h Uakola Puhhc U11h11c, Conum,,1011 
5CX) Eu.,t C:1p11ol 
l'1crrc , Sou1h D:iko1a 57501 

FAX (6051 26J .J995 

RECEIVED 

HAR 2 6 1997 
SOUTH DA KOT A PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION $1 

~ nc,eel~ed ,r,.Y,, ,, 

RE TC'J? - Dl:.7"Ek.M INATION Of ELIG IBLE TELECOMM NICAT IONS CA RRIER 

Deur Mr . llullard : 

On be hair of D~koca Coopc:ra1ivc Tck-conunumculions. Inc .. Dakota Telecom. Inc .• and 
Dako1a Tcll·communica11on~ Sy1;1cms. Inc .• ("Dakota'"). I have cncl~d the original and 
cle\'cn cop1c~ of 1hc DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRI ER fi hng. 

l'lc:1~ file ,1:111111 amt date the ClllrJ copy and return lo R~ rt G. Manncl, Cicll<'r.t l 
Coun'-CI for Dakllla in the cnc lo~d ,(lf.addrl'.',st:d lilampcd cn\'clOpt.'. Thank you . 

Sincerely . 

• 1.,. '4rr ... ,0 

Kn,11c l.yng , 1a<l 
i\d1mn1,1ru t1 \'l' A,,1,1an1 



BHORE TIIE PUBLIC UTII.ITES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE o•· SOUTH DAKOTA 

IS l'llt: MA1Tt:ll llt'l'llt: llt:l}Ut:~T I RECEIVED 
~:;.'.~'.~~:~!:. ~~~~:~-~;!!!~,~~C. ASI> 1 llo<k•< TL'•

7
· l1AR 2 199? 

rrs SUBSJUIARIK" HJk A l Our11 DJ\ 
DETt:tOUNATIOS ()t' t:1.u;nu.1-: ur,ur,Es ,"c,074 PUst,c 
Tt•:U •:(.'.()MM UNl<:ATIONS CAMklt:M MMiss,o,., 
STATUS l'lJ IISUASTTO 47 use 214 FAx R . 
_____________________ CCc,ved '""" 25 ,an 

~ 
CO~I~ NOW l>AKOT,\ Cf >f)l'ERATIVI: 11:U;.COMMl !NI "ATIONS. INC . 

1) 1\KOTA TEI.EC0~-1. INC ANO DAKOTA TEU!COMMUNIC1\T IONS SY~IEMS, 

INC h:ollccll\d ) . "Dal.ola .. , :ind 1'1.·111100 lhl· fnoth OJJ,oca Puhhc 11 h111.-~ Co111n11~~1on 

11nph:mcn1 the )kgulal mn, 1d:U1nf 10 lhl" l 'm\l'f'-11 Sct1o•1c1.• Fund 1,1, tu,:h the Fcdcr.11 

Tck,.unu11unic.at1on, Comp.in)', a, lhat 11.-rm 1, U'4..·d m 47 USC 2 14 ( l" ) 11 ). fur tlk." 

12671. ll urh:y 1:.?JK1. lf'l'fll' l2t1;\ ). IA· n110.'( 16-17,. Momoc (21J7), Pa1kcr f297 ), \1111111 (267). 

Wakond:, r!67J .ind Wonhmi; 1372) 

2 l);i~uca offer, -.en•, c, throughout lhc"' 1cn11or1c, and Ii-' 111. once final ruk, :uc 

MM=M•M 
I 



nlet.ha uf gcncrnl lh!-1nhu111111. l'nur 10 ttu, fi1111g. Dukota ha:- not :uh 'er1ht"d 1h pm::1.·i. a., 

part o l 1h m,,Acltng. hu1 mJke, 1h11~ rate, knnwn Uf)flll mqu1 ry 

1);11ed 1t11 , 25it, day of Mardi, 11JIJ7. 

Hy: Kohen G. ~farmct 
lhAllomcy 
PO no,- 66 
Irene. SO 57037 
1605) 2(13 -3301 Phone 
(605) 2ftJ-J995 Fax 
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FORMAL COMPLAINT 

Nol'w".ty Ad'l'I!~ vs Golden West T 11lecornmumcations Coopetabve ~Netway Advmtr..mg 15 an tnle111t?I Adverbsmg Ag!incy 
and anlnlemet Prowier in'llhlle RNer , SO We nave a S6K lme ,ow 11Jnn1ng llom ou, own 11 ,n Soou, Falls We mstalled ou, 
56K lllein Novembef 0195 nran lromUunel1rt Chicago Tnen,n Oecembf!1 we ~.....-itched rt 10 out own Tl lfl Siou , Falls Our 
rtSta/lalJOrl lee 1n Novemt>e1 o l 95 llom G ol<Jen W esl was 50 00 Our mslallabon lee 10 swttcn l o our own TI m S10u 1 Fat1110 

December was 5600 00 Amazing since W@ are in compebtion w,Th G,>lden West how our mslallauon charges mcreaseu Tno 
line was physically pla.,...u m No11embe1 o l 95 AU they did lfl December or 96 was ma, e a s.-.tt..r1 al tneu Tt:1mma1 A.tso our 
pe1 monlf\ly hne lee up untll Oecemt>e, o l 96 was 0 00 Now m January 1ne y stml us ii Doll 101 S 197 55 lot our !)f;K lme U S 
WEST charges St 15 per mile !or a S6K line Go1aen Wes! cn;u ges S:l 15 per mile How •~ 11 tn•! a non p, oflt leCJe,anv 
fw1anc~ cooper11llve can make moIe rnooey ltlan US VI/EST Tnese ct1<1rges are ouI1ageous ilnd snould bl:! oullawlttl I w 11n1 

ltlese lees 10 Mop I wanl Goldt!n W est fo un<Jerstal'd ltlal lf'ley can·t try 10 put ltleY compelJtlOn oul ol oosiness Ou, II~ lees 
a1e completely OU'I ol lifle wen otnet pr,one companlft'S an<1 ftley nee<l to stop I w,1nI mv S600 00 111s1allab0n hie ,eIumed and 
our hne lees lowe1ed (Star! LHIKC) 

FULLY COMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 
!The CommIu1on will be d iuontmumg th,~ pothon ol the Fu F,hng with th,s ,uue.t 

Least Cost Routing Inc d/b.'a Long Distance Charges filed to mer ease nu• peai usayi; rate tor its LDC Swim,tKJ ! 00 SttMCe 
T~ l~~Oi!_IS ~tte_ctr.,~P,1i!_f_q_l ~~ ~7 

Atlas Communcallons Lid Ned lo flll'odlJCe new rate plans lo !Is SW!lche<I lnbOun<J Usage Rale~ SW!lctle<J OutbOUntt Usage 
Rate!. anit Callmg Ca,d Usage RatH The IeVTS10ns are enecll've Apul 25 1997 

POPP Tll!lcom tncoIporate<1 tiled l o mo<11ty !Is usage 1aI1ts 101 a number ol i,rOCJucts oneI e<1 Ttle le 
1 1997 

1s a re enecttve Mav 

t,-11:LeodUSA Ttttecommumca1tons Services lnc tile-a its 1ar1fl 10 one, Iorio d1S!:tnl.e Mtl\'!Ce 1,, Souttl D,1li.01a Tt1'" Ia11rI ,s 
ellective March 24 1997 

US.:. GIObal uni... Inc Ned to increase tl'le surchargll! 101 LEC B111~ l.teasurea Serwe ana 10 It1cI ease me O,rttetory ;.s~tance 
,ale Ttu1 reVISIOn5 a,e ettectNe Mar ch 14 1997 

Wo,kJCorn lnC Nea to IncIease me surcharge 101 LEC Bdlit<J Measu1&d SeMCe OnLJne Ca,o SefVICe E1nyAr19,wtH SeMCe 

0)174 97 

03'24 97 

03'2597 

03126/!i l 

0371 97 

03'20-97 

0 Ihe1 Sen11ce AmmgemenIs 11n<1 D,rec1ory As51stance al'd 10 a<1IU!ol the Pealo. and o n oedo. ~rlOOs to• !.ttlecl~ !.erv,c:e I 03120'9~ 
otten'11'J!. The rtW1SK>n5 nre ellectlve MaI ct1 24 1997 

"-'-" .. - • , ... -=-- .. 
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South D.1kou 
l 1ubbc L't 1l11ic:s Co11ums:>1on 
S1.1tt' CJp1t ol 500 F. CJpi1 ol 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS 
,iw ... , .. ,.,,.,.i.co1ffftln1UIOOftt........C:• fllinet.l,_..,,,,. Conwno t.t,,Ot1 NIIKflVtdlorlN11"10dOI 

03/21/97 through 03/27 /97 
ll yo... r..a • com,plo,4.- cot,yol,!lllfttlutd,ovtlN9hl• •plUMCI. Of "'6MCIIOyo,.t. p6t• H tllfll.KIO.~lllolbo..-11""' fl"' IM ¥• Ol lf111 hl1n9 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Applicallon by RSL COM U SA . Inc to, a C~te ol Authority to operate as a telecommunic:abons company wrtt'lln tne stale 

DATE 
FILED 

TC97-031 I 01 South Oai..ota (Statt TSA<C) "ASL PfoPOSM 10 otter lour rwes ot seMCe p,esuo.trltMKl 011ecI dial lfl te re ■changa servsce I 03'27197 
1nb0ul'd V'Jde Atea Telecommurucatlons SeMC~ D11eclorv Assistance and Preoald Card Serv,ce • 

TCl7-030 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Oai..ota Cooperative Telecommumcat10ns, Inc Dakota Telecom. tnc al'd Dai.Ola Tel.communicationa. Systems Inc 
(coI1ectrvely Dakota) filed a pel!tlon With Ule Com~n ·,equesbng that the CommtSS10n take me steps necessary to 
mptement the RegulabOnS retallng IO the Ulwersal S8MOO Fund wt11ch the Fed@ral CommumcabOns COml'llSSIOn (FCC) musl 
t1a\'e 1ea<1y by May 8. 1997 Specdlcally. Oakola rs requesting that II be designaled a~ an Ehg1ble TelecommunicabOns 
Company as lhat term IS used In '7 USC 2 14 (e) (1) !or the lollowmg 111changes Alsen {2SJ) 8 e1eslo,d Rural (9S7) 
Cnancellor (6 47) DavtS (238). Flyger (327) Gayville (267) Hu1'9y (238) Irene (263) Lenno, (64 7) MonIoe {297) Parker 
(297). vow, (267) Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372) Dai.Ota orte,s M!MCH u,,oughout these temt ones and will once Mal 
rules a,e aclOPled Dy ltle FCC. continue to otter seMCes tt1at are supportea by Federal umversal sel'lnCe support mechanisms 
and as su~menIe<1 by State IeguIa:ions undet sedlon 254 (I') 01 the Telecommun,c::aoons AcI as amen lf'CI To p,OVlde these 
services In tnne u cnanges Dakola w,11 use as own l aalltles D.tll.ola has pieV10ust,.· and w,11 continue 10 aavenrse the 
availaf>d«y 01 cts seMCes. •n media ol general dislnbutlon Pno, 10 tM 6kog Oo1kota has nol advertised 11s pnces as pan ol rts 
maI1i.e11og t>o1 mailes 1t1ose rales lv!O¥m upon IOQur; Dai..ota tu,tne, Iequests thal the CommisMOn esIat>hsh a ·service area· 
as lhat te, m is defined in 47 USC 2 14 (e) IS) 101 Dai..ota Due 10 the comp;act ana contiguous nalure 01 Oai..ota 's I,ao111onal 
~r.,ce arl!a Dakota requests cnat lhe Comrniss,on c es,gnate Dai..ot.a 's preS!!nl slucJy a,ea as~ S:.tt.!V'C~ ar_!_a_ ~~ HB/CHJ 

NONCOMPETITIVE TARIFF FILING 

I-kl.L'OC!USA T elecommuracn om Ser.,c:H Inc lil«J III tardt to one, local e1ct1ange seMCe ., me Aoe111e.1n P .. ue-F 011 P1en it 
TC97-029 I RaptCl City SIOu1 Falls 11na NoM S10u1 C1ry e1changll!s in Sootti Dai.Ota The tantt 1ncIuaes general rules ano ,~utaoons 

de9,c11pt1on ol sttMCltS ot16! Ie<I a"'1 nnes ana charge~ {Stan H~ 
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LAWOFFICES 

OUN6ER, LO\IALD, ROBBENNOLT A MCCAHREN. P.C. 
I I 7 £AST CAPITOL 

P.0. BOXH 

lmlALDD,Ol.MU 
JOM &. I.OVALD .............. , 
Lll~•o 
WADC.A. UIIIUI 

PIERRE, SOUT1t DAkarA 57501-0099 

William Bullard. Jr .• Executive Director 
SO PUC. State Cq,itol 
SOO East Capitol 
Picm, SD 57501 

Re: OOCKfT IC27-010 

Dear Mr. Bullard : 

April 9, 1997 RECEIVED 

AP/I O 1997 

SOUTH DAKO r A PUBLJC 
unur,es COMMISSION 

Enclosed herewith please find original and 11 copies of AT&T Cgromuois■lioos oftbc Miflwsm 
Inc 's Pdition to IDIL'O'C:OC regarding the above-captioned dockC'I. 

Please furnish a file stamped copy. 

Tru&nk you. 

~~;i~p An~.'fiJ 
JSl/le 

Enc losure 

cc: Robert Marmet 
Anomcy a1Law 
OCT 
Box66 

Irene, SD 57037 



IN THE MATTER OF THE RE UEST OF' ) 
DAKOTA COOPERATIVE l 
TELE ... v.uN l T JONS, DA KOT A TELE , , ) 
AND DAKOTA TELECOK'-'l I TI ONS, ) 
SYSTEMS, JNC . FOR ETC DESI GNAT ION ) 

AT,T COMMUNICATIONS OP THB MIDWIST, INC . ' S 
PETITION TO INTERVENS 

AT& T Comm n1 caL1on 1:1 o f th,.. M1dwea • Inc. ("AT&T"). by and 

hrough 1 a aLtorneys. t Pques o , pursuanL to ARSO 20:10 : 01 :15. 02. 

t.h L 1 be pe1·m1tted to 1n erve:1e and be nmted e a us as a par y 

1n t he a ve tr> r . l:1 sup rt o f 1 s pet1 10n o 1n ervene, 

AT&T e ates a s !ol lo.,..s : 

l. Dakota Coope:-a 1ve Teleconnun1 ca ions , Inc . • Dako Telecom, 

Inc. and Dako a TP}PConJT1un1catione Sys ems . Inc., hereinafter 

collec 1vely re f e rred o as ("D kot • ) have filed with the 

Comrn1eni o n its request f o r 1mplcmcntdt1o n o f Regulations rela t i n 

o he Universal S r1 1ce F'und and a requent for des1gnat1c:'I s an 

Eligible Telecommun1 cat 1o ns Company ( " ETC") fo r· cer ain named 

exchnn ca. 

2 . AT&T 10 a tel ecommum c t1 ons company cer 1!1ed by this 

Comruse1 o n to d o business 1n he Sta e o f South Dakota, has been 

ce : t1!1ed by the Comnuss1o n to pro vide long du nee and local 

exchange se r v ice. 

AT~T w 1 11 have ngh s and obll go tone under any Uni versa 

Se rvi ce Fund ca ·ab i shed in Sou h O. ~eta. The f111n by Dakota may 

su s ant 1al ly a ffect AT&T· s righ e and obl 19at1ons under any 

lln1vereal Se rv ice Fund. 

•1. AT&T has a 01 n1(1 c an 1nt r es 1n h1s docket. is 

1mpor "'nt f o r.· AT&T o pa.rt1 c 1pa e 1n the d1ecuae1on o f Universal 

Se rvi ce issues. the at n1!i c ance o f •.whi c h will e x nd beyo nd this 



d ocket.. 

WH EREFORE, AT&T r·espect.!ully reques s t.hat. his Commiaa ton 

grant. AT&T's pe 1t1o n t.o 1nterv~ne and grant AT&T st.a us as a 

party o th is proc ed1n9. 

DATED April '-- ( , 1997 

Respect ful ly submi tted, 

AT&T Communications of the M1d...,·eet , 

i ng r Lov d. Robbcnnol t & 
McCahren, P.C. 
117 i::. Capicol, PO Box 66 
Pierre, SO 57S01 
(60S ) 224 - 8851 

Mane- A.r:i as Chapleau 
Richard S. Wo lters 
AT&T La w Department. 
1875 Lawrence St., Room 1575 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
(303)298-6741 

Glenn E. So lomon 
Si dley & Austin 
555 w. 5th S reet , 40th Floor 
Loa Angeles, CA 90013 -2007 
(213) 896-6611 

CIRTIFXC\tl or SUYICI 

I HEREBY CERTI F"i tha t I have served true and cor rect. copy 
0 1 ~ MMUNJ CbTIONS OE THE MIPWE:ST INC '$ PETITT ON IO 
~ u n the f o l l owing: 

Robe rt Ma r me 
A t.orney at La w 
OCT Box 66 
Irene . SD 570)7 

by f l rat class mat l , s age 
1997. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST BY 
DAKOTA COOPERATIVE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND ITS 
SUBSIDIARIES FOR A DETERMINATION OF 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
STATUS PURSUANT TO 47 U.S.C. § 214 

ORDER GRANTING 
INTERVENTION 

TC97-030 

On March 25, 1997, Dakota Cooperauve Telecommurnca11ons, Inc . Dakota 
Telecom Inc . and Dakota Telecommun1cat1ons Systems, Inc (Dakota} filed a requesl that 
the South Dakcta Public Uhl111es Comm1ss1on (Comm1ss1on) take steps necessary to 
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that 11 be designated 
as an ehg1ble telecommun1cat1ons company as !hat term 1s used ,n 47 U S C § 21 4 for 
certain exchanges spec1f1ed in ,ts pe1,11on 

On March 27. 1997 the Comm,ss,on elec1rorncally 1,ansm1t1ed notice of the f1hng 
and the In1erven11on deadhne of April 11 , 1997 to interested 1nd1v1duals and en1t1Ies On 
Apnl 9 1997 the Commission received a Peht1on to Intervene from AT&T Communicallons 
of the Midwest. Inc (AT&T) 

On Apr il 28. 1997, at IIs regularly scheduled meeting, !he Commission considered 
lh1:. maner The Comm,ss1on has Iunsd1ct1on over this maner pursuanl 10 SOCL Chapler 
49.31 and ARSD Chapter 20 10 01 The Comm1ss,on granled AT&rs PeI1t1on 10 
ln!er\lene Therefore ti Is 

ORDERED Iha! AT&T's Pe11t1on lo lnler\lene Is granled 

Dated al Pierre , South Dakota, this ~day of May, 1997 

CfRTlflC AT E M RRVJCE 

, ,,_,._~l'oti~ C.i.t-11\Mlnot­
o:o,,wwi.1-,......a-t ,_, .. __ 
"ofl.C.G'd ... lfW lb"•.i ....... ..i on tn. doCht 
-~ "-! tlylat,w,,. o, &,!nt~m,,. l'I 

P"oc,etl)--.-, ..... ~ """'°""11" 

::-~4' ---qn;_y_z_ 
10IHC IJ- LSCA.LJ 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

(,_ '' )t, i J ' ' 
PAY NELS N, Comm1ss,7er 

~~~~-~ 
LAS SCHOENi'ELR, Coml))iss1oner 



DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TElfCOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
P O Bo• 66. IAEN E. SOUTH DAKOTA !.7031 

l ELEPHON[ II051 263•l30 1 

~·b y 27 . 1997 

\ \ 11lluun Uullard. b;t.'C'uuvc O1rC'\'lrn 
Sou1h l)akOla Pubhc U11ht1ci. Comm1ss1on 
0 1 l:a, t C11p1tul 

P1cm:. South Dakota 5750 1 

RE: 1'07-030 A M ENDED APPLICATION 

Dc;u Mr Hullard. 

FAX 16051 213 ,]995 

RECEIVED 

MAY I 1991 
sourH DA¥ 
UT/llr,f< ,.or4 PUB[/( 

• OAW1ss10 N 

On behalf of Dakota (ooJlCfilll\'C Telccommumcat1om. Inc .• (''Dakou··,. I have enclosed 
th~ ong1nal and ck\'c:n copies uf Dakota ·s AMENDED APPI.ICATION FOR 
Dl,T~RMI ATIUN UF U.IGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATION CARRIER STAT S for 
the abo,·c referenced docket , This AMENDMENT is being JICl'Yed to the p1U1y lish."d on 
1hc service hs-1 this same: date. 

l'lca.<te file: !ilamp and date the extra copy and rc:tum 10 Robttt G Mannrt, anonwy for 
Dakolll. m 1hc enclosed sci r-aJdrc.i.!,,(."tJ )tamped cn\'clOpe Thank ) 'OU 

Smccrdy, 

' ') u ah ~"'j-&c,,L 
1&a~11c L)·n~wd 
Adm1nistra11,·c As_;.1sL11111 

l:nc lOiurc 



BEf"ORE THE PUBLIC UTILITES COMMISSION 
m· THE STA TE m· SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MA n ·•:R m · THE REQUEST I 
Ill' DAKOTA C(KlPEKATIVE llockrtTC97.0JO 
TEI.ECOMMUNICATIO!l;S, INC. 
H IR A DETERMINATION (ff J AMENDED PETITION 
EUGIBU: n : u :coMMUNICA TIONS ) 
CARRIER STA11JS PURSUANT TO i 
47 use zu , 

COME NOW DAKOTA coorERATIVE TELECOMM NICATIONS. INC.. 

t" DakOla"J and l'ctmon tt~ Sou1h Dakoc:i Pubhc 11h11c., Comm,, .. ,on ("!he: 

Comm1,)>1on") as follow,· 

Rf(i:,v. 

I Uy 1h1, li hng. Dakota I!> n:quc)r, tmg chat Ilk' Conum,-,,on take the ,tcp, lk..'CC,i.at')' 11, 

nnpkmcnt 1he H.cgula11ons rdatmg 10 1hc Unl\'cr~I Scrv11 .. -e Fund wtuch the Fcdcml 

Co111111u111c<1t nxh Comm1,.1i1on ("the FCC') mu,1 h:I\'..= ready by ~fa)' 8. 1997 

Tclccommun1ca1,on, Company. a!> that lcnn ,.,. u!ot:d m 47 USC 214 (c) 11 ). for the 

following c.lchangc,: 

Alsen (2SJJ. Ocn:,ford RurJI (957), ChlUK"c: llor C647J. D:a\1 , (238 ). Fl)'i;cr (3271. Ga)'\'lik 

(267). Hurley (23X). lrcnc (263), Lennox (6-17), Monroe (297), Parler (2t)71. Volin t267). 

Wakonda (267) and Wonhmg (372 ) 

2 Oakola offer , -.C:f'' IC'c.\ throughout 1hc-.c 1cm1onc, .uKI will. om.-e final rule, :uc 

adop1cd hy the FCC. coo1muc 10 offer -.Cr\1cc, 1ha1 :uc ,upponcd by l~deral Ulll\cn.al 

-.e1''1cc wp1>0n mechanism!> and lb !>Uppkmcntcd by State rq;ula11nrh uOOCr -.ecllon 2S4 

(I) of lhc Teleco111mun1cat11,n!> Acl. a~ amcndc:d. f" thc fcdcnll Acf ') 

i&=Mii 
.:L 



3 To pro\•1dc thci;c !><'!Vices in thc:.c exchanges. Dakota w ill use 1b ov. n fac1lmc,. 

l);ilmta hu., prc,•1uu"ly. and will cu1111nue tu ad\'c rt 1M! lhc a,•a1lab1 li1y of 1b "4.' l"\'1cc, 111 

mcdrn of ge neral d1,tnhu11on. Pnor tu Lh1 , fil ing. Dakota ha" not mh 't rt1~ d 11 , pm:c, a" 

.l Oaknla furt her rcquc!r>I' 1hat the Cunumi,, mn c,1abh, h a "M' l"\'ICe an:a" a., 1ha1 h:rm ,, 

defined m 47 SC' 214 (c) (SI for Dakota. Ouc to the compact and conuguou, na1ure of 

0--.a.kota ·, pre..c=nl s1udy area a.or. its 5er,,•icc area. 

WHEREFORE. Dakota rcor.pec1fully rcquc,i.. that 1h1, Commission dcMgnatc 11 a.., an 

Eligible Tckcommumcat1on" Carner a., ~ I forth at:xwc. 

Da1cd this 27111 day of May . 1997 

Dakota Coopc rnti,·c Tclccornmunic~nions. Inc. 

f 
f ' 
' y: Robert G. Marmc1 

IL" Anomcy 
PO Bo:,. 66 
Irene . SD 57037 
(t,05) 163-3301 Phone 
(605) 263-3995 Fa> 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is 10 certify thal on this 27111 of May. 1997. a copy of the foregoing 
AMENDED APPLICATION FOR DETERMINATION was served. ,·1a United Stales 
firs1 cla.\S mail. postage prepaid. on the parties listed be low: 

John S. Lovald 
Attorney for AT&T 
11 7 Capitol. PO Box 66 
Pierre. South Dakota 57501 

Da1cd this 27m day of May, 1997. 

A1'tt-ndt•d Appl,catimtfor IA•tt•rmin11tiun of 
Eligible Tt•.l,•t.."Ommunicat,on Cam ('r 

By Dalcuta Cooperatfrr Tdttommunicatioru, /n(' 
May 17, / 997 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 
DAKO T A COOPERATIVE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR A 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER STATUS 
PURSUANT TO 47 U.S.C. § 214 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING AND 

PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

TC97-030 

On March 25, 1997, Oakola Cooperahve Telecommumcat,ons, Inc Dakota 
Telecom, Inc . and Dakota Telecommun1cat1ons Systems, Inc filed a request !hat the 
South Dakota Pubhc Ul1h11es Comm1ss1on (Comm1ss1on) take steps necessary to 
1mplemenl the regulations rela1mg to the urnversal service fund and that 11 be designated 
as an ehgtble telecommun1ca110ns company as that term Is used ,n 47 USC § 214 for 
certain exchanges specified m I1s pel1hon 

On March 27. 1997. the Comm1ss1on electronically transm1t1ed no11ce of the f1hng 
and the ,nterventIon deadhne of Aprtl 11 , 1997. to interested md1v1duals and entities On 
Apnl 9, 1997, the Comm1ss1on recetved a Peltlton to Intervene from AT&T Commun1cat1ons 
of the Midwest. Inc (AT&T) On April 28, 1997, at 1ts regularly scheduled meeting, the 
Comm1ss,on granted AT&rs Pe1111on to Intervene 

On May 29, 1997, Dako1a Cooperat,ve Tetecommun,cauons, Inc Med an amended 
pet I11on asking for ehg1ble telecommurncat1ons company status only as to Dakota 
Cooperative Telecommunicallons, Inc (Dakota) 

The Comm1ss1on has Iunsd1ct1on 1n this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1·26 and 
49.31 and ARSD Chapter 20 10 01 The Commission may rely upon any or all of these 
or other laws of this stale in making tts determination 

The issue at this heanng is whether !he Comm1ss1on shall approve Dakota's request 
lh~t 11 be designated as an ehg,ble lelecommun,callons company as that term is used ,n 
47USC §214 

The procedural schedule for the hearing shall be as follows 

The heanng on Dakota's request shall be held on July 30, 1997, al 9 00 am . in 
Room 412 of the Capitol Building Pierre, South Dakota 

The pubhc Is Inv1tcd 10 part IcIpa1e by test1fy1ng at the hearing All persons so 
1es11fy1ng win be subfec:t to cross-examInatIon by the parties The order of the proceeding 
will be 1n the followmg sequence ( 1) Apphcanl (2) lntervenors, and (3) Staff 

The heanng ,s an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SOCL Chapter 1-26 
All parties have the nght to anend and represent themselves or be represented by an 
attorney However, such rights and other due process nghts shall be forfeited 1f not 



eK.erased at the heanng If you or your represenIa11ve fail to appear at the time and place 
set for the hearing the Final Oec1s1on will be based solely on testimony and evidence 
prnvIded, 1f any, dunng the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default pursuant 
lo SDCL 1-26-20 

The Comm1ss1on. after eicamIn1ng the evidence and heanng tesI Imony presented 
by the parties shall make F1nd1ngs ol Fact. Conclusions ol l aw and a F,na1 Dec1s1on As 
a result of the hearrng the Comrmss1on may e1 Iher approve or reIect the request for 
des1gna11on as an ehg1ble Ielecommun1cat1ons company The Final Dec1s1on made by the 
Comm,ss,on may be appealed by the parties 10 the C1rcu1I Court and the South Dakota 
Supreme Court as provided by law It ,s therefore 

ORDERED that a hea1 1ng shall be held on DakoIa·s request for des,gnallon as an 
eltg,ble telecommunicauons earner at the hme and place spec1fred above 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1hhes Act this hearing ,s being held 1n a 
physically accessible locahon Please contact the Pubhc Ut1ht1es Comm1ss1on al 1-800-
332-1782 at least -18 hours pnor to the heanng If you have special needs so arrangemenls 
can be made to accommodale you 

Daled at Pierre. South Dakota, this ~day of July, 1997 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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Schoenfelder 
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E;,c:acutive Director 
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OLINGER, LOVALD, ROBBENNOLT & M cCAHREN, P .C. 

• ON"'-0 0 OUNG41:M 
H>tV,1 »1.QVAl.n 
JAMU 1110.NNNCM. T 
l&C C • IUT" Mc(:NUU:.H 
WADC.-.ltVM&IU 

1111:AST CAi MTOt. 

,- 0 ft()XM 
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July I I. 1997 

William Bullard. Jr., Exccuth·c Director 
SO PUC. Stale Capital 
S00 E Capitol 
Piom, SD S7S0J 

RE: DOCKET TC97-0J0 

Dear Mr. Bulla,d: 

Tt:l..£,-ftONl:n4..-.S I 
~ CGICl<ao, 

J'A,J1 ~22- :N9 

RECEIVED 

91 
SOUTH D 
UTlltTIE 

T,\ PUBLIC 
••~1SSIO N 

We arc in receipt of the Commission's Procedural Schedule concerning the 
Amended Petition of Dako1a Coopcrati\'C Telccommunicadons for designation u an 
Eligible Tclceommunica1ions Canicr for it 's service c11ch&naa,. u set forth in the 
Amended Pet ition. 

I am writing to ach•isc the Commission that whilC' AT&T has bca, gnnted 
intcn·rntion in this Docket. in view of the information contained in the. Amended Petition 
AT&T wi ll not be opposing the ETC designation rcquesc. and will not be presenting 
evidence a1 the scheduled hearing in opposition 10 OCT"s request. 

JSL:dt 

cc: Rick Wollen 
Robcn G. Marmct 
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P R O C & E P I N G S 

CIIAIRMAN BURG: l think we will get the 

meeting started. Th is is in TC97 -030. I' 11 begin the 

hearing f o r t his docket In the Matter o( the Request o f 

Lhe Da ko ta Coo perative Telecommunications, 

In co rpo rat e d . f o r the Dete rm inat ion of Eligible 

7 Telecommuni c a ions carrier St atus Pursuant to 47 U.S . C. 

Sec ion 2 1 '1 • 

The time 1s approx1mately 1 0 : 00. The date 1a 

10 Jul y 30 . 199 7; and the locatio n of the hearing is Room 

11 4 12 o f the Capitol Buildi ng here in Pierre, South 

12 Oa k o a. 

13 I am Jim Burg, Commissi o n Cha irman. 

14 commienio n e r s Laska Sc hoe n felde r and Pam Ne lson are 

15 als o presenL. I'm presiding o ver this hear i 1.g . The 

16 hear i ng wa s noticed pursuant t e the Comm1ss1on's Order 

17 fo: the Noti ce of He ar i ng and the Procedural Schedule 

18 issue d on July 8th, 1997. 

19 Th e issue at his hear i ng i& whether the 

20 Commis sion shall appro ve Da ko ta 's request that 1t be 

21 de s ignated as an eligible telecommunications company as 

'2 

23 

ha e rm is used i n 4 7 u .s. c . Section 214. 

All pa rti e s have h e r ight o be present and 

2 4 LO be represc n c d by an nt o rney . All p e rs o ns so 

2S es t 1 fy 1ng will be s wor n in and sub jec t to 



c r oss e xa ~1nat1on y the part i es. The Comm1ssion • s 

fi nal de c isi on may be appealed by the par 1es o the 

S ta e Circuit Cou r and the State Su preme Court. 

Ro layne Wiest will act o s Commission 

5 Co unsel. S he may pro v ide re commended ru l1ngs o n 

procedural and e v identiary matters . The Comm ssion may 

7 o v er rule its cou nsel ' s p r elimi na ry rulings throughout 

he hearing . If not o verruled, he prelim inary rulings 

!, w ill ccome ( 1na l rul i ngs. 

l 0 

ll 

12 

lJ 

,. 
15 

16 

·on C 

part 1eo . 

17 St (;.lft. . 

" 

Okay. I'll urn 1t over o Ro layne hen to 

the hear in 

MS. WIEST: l'll take appearances o f the 

Wh o appears o n behalf of Dakota Coo perative? 

MR. MA RMET: Ro ber G. Ma1·m 

MS. W! EST: An d ecaf(? 

MR. HOSEC K: Camron Honeck o n behalf o f 

MS. WIEST: Do any o f t he parties have an y 

19 o pening statements? 

20 MR. MA RMET: Vee, I'd like t o make an o pening 

21 statemen t. Do you want me to ma ke it fro m h e r e or 

22 here? 

23 I n iti a lly, I wa nt to n ote a n ame change . 

2~ Dakota Cooperative no lo nger e x ists. We h ave sent a 

25 l e tter t o t h e Public U ilities Commission. But as o f 



t1e 210t o [ J une, ou r me mbe rs h ip v o e d o c hang it s 

f o r m o f opc za t1o n e x c use me , Ju ly 2 1s , I · m 

co 1z ec ted. we pr o ose d t o t he membero hi p that we 

conve rt fr om a coo per a I ve co rpo rat ion i n to a p bl ic 

cor po ra ion. Tha vo wa s app r o ved by he 

mPmb rehi p . An s o the ne w name o f the co·o p 1a Dako a 

7 TPl~co mm ni c a i o no Grou p . Fo r eaoe of app ic a io n. 

13 •• c-• l l juet c al l ou rselves Da kota o r Dako ta 

, T~l~commun1c t1ona . 

l 0 But wi h ha amen ment t o the applicat1on 

11 o ffered , I 90 o n too her p re l iminar y mat ere. 

MS . WIEST: Go ahead. 

13 MR. MARME T : I wa n to th n k y o u. the 

14 Commissio n , f o r t h e opportunit y to be the first com p an y 

lS o apply to b e des i gnat e d ao an eligible 

1~ tel commun ic a ions c arr ie r. I u nderstand tha hie 

11 procPedin g ie something ha t h e Commise1o n is not 

18 ent1r~l y familiar wi h how the y are going to p roceed 

19 wi h i . and we welco me t h e o pportunity t o be he r e and 

20 v101t with you o day . 

21 I bro ug h t al o ng the man wh o is in c h a rge of 

2 ou r e ystemo, who undcro a nds wh a t g oe s into the s wit ch , 

what comes o u o f the a wl ch, what c ap bili i es Da k ota 

ha s to o ffer 1n the way o f what product we· 11 b e a ble 

25 o give t o o ur cu e o mere. 



r·v e aloo brou gh al ong he man who's i n 

2 charge of the s yst ems and what we o ff er t o ou r 

cue l omere in t he way of wha t kind o f procedures we• 11 

have o o ff e r for low cost -- or for l o w income , f o r 

p~ople who need the benef i e o f he u n ive r sal service 

funds. Each o f those gentleme n wi ll b e available , and 

I will ask the m some very brief ques io n s . Bu I woul d 

8 o ffer them mo r e for y ou Commis si o ners o familiarize 

9 yourse f with Da kota and what capabili ies we ' re going 

l 0 

11 

o offe r. 

I, fi rs t o f all, as a prelim inary matt.e r , 

12 woul poi n t o ut that the desig nati on of an elig i ble 

ll telecom mun icat io n c arr i er io de f ined in the Federal Ac t 

l ~ as a co mmon c arri er deeJg n a ed ao an eligible 

15 telecommuni c a ion c a r rier s hall be el igi b le t o r eceive 

16 uni ver s al service support ln acc o rdan ce wi th Section 

17 254 and shall throug hou the se r vi ce area f o r wh ic h the 

18 designation 10 r ecei ved , A) o ffer the services t hat are 

19 su~porte d by federal un i v e r e 1 s e r vice su pport 

20 mech anisms und e r Section 25 4 (c) , ei her usi ng its o wn 

21 fa cili ies or a combinatio n o f its o wn facilit ies a nd 

2. zeaale o f ano · her ca rr ie r service s; 8 ) advertise the 

availaoili y o f such ocrvtce s and the c harge s th e r efo re 

2 4 usin me d i a o f general d ie r 1bu i on. 

25 Ins o far a s Dakot a is concerned and wha we 



•,.-i ll be o ff e ring o day. we wi ll o nly be talk ing abo ut 

hose fa c iliLiee t ha are in t he raditi o na l Dak ot a 

se r vice area. And we wil l be ba c k he r e o (fering to 

bring these s ame eervicee in a d i fferen company. not 

s •,n t.hin Da kota , bu t 10 one of o ur CL EC'e, compe iti ve 

ocal e x c ha nge c arr 1er . rath e r than he ILE C , the 

1ncu mbe n local e x c hange c arriers . 

But o day we re o nly alk t ng abou t the 

tradit ional areas wh e r e Dak o ta has a l ways o p e rat e d. We 

10 w i 11 lie o ff e z·i ng al 1 o f ho se services with o ur o wn 

11 fa c . lit.i eo. Those will not be d o n e by resale . A great 

1, many o f the services t hat we wi ll be able to be 

13 o ff e r ing will come thr o ugh a ne w s witc h that we're 

1 .; in s Lalli ng at thi s time . 

l 5 Mr . Larry Soren s en, the ope ra ions -- the 

o yst ms is c l ose enough, he i nf orms me. The systems 

17 man wil l be able to tell y o u i n great detail what 

18 c ap ilit ies t h io ne w s wit c h has, and any c apab iliti es 

19 that. he s witc h doesn't hav e it is fully upgradab le . 

20 An t.o the e x tent ha t th is Co mm ieslo n fe els that 

21 ad di tional c apabili ties should be avai la ble, we will 

22 m ke e very effo rt o bri ng ho s e o n line as qui c kl y as 

23 w c an. 

: 4 Ot he r e a tee h ve handled the d e~ig n a i o n o r 

25 eli i b le t el ecommunic a tio n s c arrier status 



d iffe rentl y . I note ha Mi nn es oL a recently did an 

2 auLom a tic d esig nati o n o f LEC 's by r le making. The y 

sated th a t each local e x c hang e c a r r ier o pera ing i n 

Minneso a shal I be d es ig na te d a s an eligible 

tPlecommu ni c a ion s c arrie r e lig ible Lo re ce ive 

uni vers a l se r vice su pp o rt hrough out 1 s service area 

7 e x isting o n t he e ! fe c 1ve dace o f these ne w rules. 

8 Tha ·s o ne way to proceed. 

By c alling i n witne sses and by asking, we're 

1 0 qu i t c om f or ab l 
ecause we wan t to ma ke you fam i liar 

11 w ith who we are and what we"re abl e t o d o. We want to 

12 be able to ans wer your questions. And if we c an 't 

11 ane we r t hem today, if t here a r e o ther thi ngs that you 

wis h us t o g o ba c k and do further r ese arch o n to b r ing 

15 y o u fur her i nf o r ma tion , we we l come that o pportu ni y 

16 because we want to be here t o le yo u k now wha we c an 

17 d o. 

18 
We wan t o kn o w what you want u s to d o 

19 recause this pro gram, as it 's adm i n i stered by the 

20 s ·a · e , is a very imp o rtant pro gra m. And the federal 
2 1 

25 

g ov c rn me n ha s de ci d e d that here should be s ome thi]gs 

o t the re t o ta ke c are o f i ndivi d ua l s wh o aren't as 

f o rtunate as many of us are. An d yo u are given the 

r espo ns i bil i ty f o r de ci ding h o w we g o abo ut doing 

ha So we wan t to be he r e , and we wan t t o be 



f amil iar wi h wha your requests a r e , and we wan t t o 

2 pro v Ld e [ o r t hose r e qu e sto. 

As a la wy e r, I generally like o kn o w wha 

J'm 1n cou r t . o r in an a d mini s trat i ve a g e n c y, wh a I'm 

ne~e o pro v e . As I see i , I spok e wi h Co mmis s i o n 

6 Counse t o get her tho ughts o n it last -- it would have 

ee n l ast mo n h, ! t.hi nk . wh e n we s po ke: and she 

s directe d me t o the rules pro mul gat ed by the FCC as part 

1 o f 1he universal service d o cket. 

10 As she d i re c ted me, my u nderst anding is t hat 

1 1 we ar e h e re t o i nf o r m the c o mmi s s io n t hat we will be 

12 ca pa b l e o ( pr o v iding vo ice grade a ccess to the public 

13 s wi t c hed net wo rk. o f pr o viding a c ertain amo unt of 

t •i loc a l usa e , tho is ueage that will be i n c luded free 

1S to pe o ple who r eceive elepho ne service from us, t hat 

16 we will be a bl e to of f er dual tone multi - fr equen c y 

17 s igna1l i n g or its equiv alen t dig ital sig nal li ng, tha 

18 we wil l be abl e t o o [f er si ng l e par t y servic e . that we 

19 wi ll o ffer ac c ess t o emergen c y services , that is 911 o r 

20 E91 1, that we are able to o ffer access t o operator 

21 se r vices , eithe r aut o mati c o r l i ve. that we will be 

22 a b le to o [fer a ccess to i n tere x c hange se rvi ces . t ha t we 

.3 will be able to offer access to d i r e c to ry assi s tance , 

2 4 and t hat we will be able t o offe r toll limit a tion to 

2 S qualif y ing l o w in come c ustomers. 



I 0 

In add ,i ion, I believe it's our burden to 

show tha as of the e[fec i ve date o f he6e rules, we 

will be advertising t h e availab ili y o f these oervic es, 

whi ch we are already doi ng. But in addition , we will 

s be o ffering o advert1se tho se pr ices in a ma n ~er that 

this Commission directs us to. At this t ime we have 

he prices av a il ab le on the I n ternet. We have the 

p 1 tees available upon re qu est . 

We would loo k to his Commission for some 

10 sor t o ( d1rec ion o n whether y ou want us o advertise 

ll h e prices f o r local service , the pr ices for ·oll 

12 ! se rv ic e , o r ho w you believe we are to p r ocee d to offer 

13 prices o a ll of ou r c u s t ome r s. We will comply wi th 

14 whateve r direc t io n his Co mm i ss ion g i ves. We 

15 understand that we have he o bli gatio n to adverti se ,. hooe prices. And we will proceed ac co rdingly. 

17 As I stated , we welcome the o ppo r tunity o 

18 spend this morning -· and 1 don' t thi nk it will e x te nd 

19 bey on d this mo r ni ng. To s pend this mo r ning sharing 

2 0 what we are ca pable of with this Commission. And 

21 unless there are spe ci f ic questi o ns wh ich either the 

22 Commis si o ners or sta ff wish t o direct to me , I will 

23 proce ed to call my firs wit ness . 

2 4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I have a cl arify ing question 

proba bly . You mentioned the decis i on 1n he rules of 



11 

Minn~sot a . Wo uld hat be f o r wha t wo uld be considered 

ILEC · s rather th an j ust all LEC ' s, l ocal exchange 

c arri e r s? 

A. I 've o n ly read through the Mi nnes ot a rules, 

S and I d o n't kn o w . I th i nk th ey are -- they were o be 

6 adopte d y es terday. There was a hearing o n them 

yes e 1 ay . Bu as I read i t is the ILEC' s. 

Cf!AIRM AN BURG: Okay. You said LE C's and 

9 t hat's why I wanted clari [ Jcation. I presume that's 

10 what this Mi nnesota 

11 MR . MARMET : I• 11 read the ne x sect ion wh ich 

reads designat io n o f CL EC's, wh i c h t thin k makes i t 

:3 clea r the y we r e talking about in c umbent LE C's. That 

l 4 w u how Min n esota c hose o d o it . It ls th i s 

15 Com missio n" s prerog a t iv e t o do it through hearing, o r 

16 aft ~ r t hese h e arings you decide 1t is me re appro pr i ate 

17 lo do it thro ugh r ule making, that is y o u r 

18 prero gat i ve. We a r e here t o day t o o ff e r o ur testimony. 

20 

21 

CHAIR MA N BURG: Thank you. 

MS . WIEST: St aff h ave any o pening ? 

MR. HOSECK: Just briefly. Mr. Cha i rman, 

22 members o f the CommissJ o n: S taf f looks at this 

appl ication as more o r less a c h e c klist type 

2 4 procee d ing. And ha t is we wo uld submit t o the 

25 Commissio n that Dak ot a han he burd e n o f proof in this 



12 

m~tter to come f o r ward an show that i has met the 

va r ious cr 1 Pria se f o rth in he federal s au es and 

he federal ruleo . And we wo uld j us s y that it's 

going o ul imately e p t o the CommJs s1on to de cide 

5 whnther o r not t !1a chec klist has been me 

you. 
Thank 

I 0 

II 

I 2 

MS. WIEST: Yo u may call y o ur first witness . 

MR. MA RMET : Thank y ou. I wo uld call Tim 

Dupic at th10 time. 

TIM DUPIC, 

called as a wi neos, b eing f irst duly s wo rn, 

was e x amined and tea t i [ ied as f ollows: 

11 DIRECT EXAMI NATION 
1 4 BY MR . MA RMET: 

lS Wo uld yo u s ate you 1 na m~ for the record, 

16 please. 

11 

18 

19 

A . 

A. 

My name is Tim Oup c. 

And how are yo u employed ? 

I'm vice•presi den t o f operations f o r Dakot a 

20 Telecommunicati o ns. 

Tim, you've een invo l ved in 

22 telecommun ic at1ono f o r a number o! years ; is that 

23 co rrec? 

2' 

25 

A. 

Q. 

Th a t ' s co rrec . 

Wou ld you briefl y r elate to h e Commiss io 



I 3 

y ou 1 e xperience? 

A. J started o ut with he So uth Oako Public 

u iii iee Commission in 197 6. hen wen t o he Iowa 

StAl~ Commerce Commission in 1979. I n 1 983 I e arted 

s wor k for the NEC A. Nat io na l Ex c hang e Carri e r 

Associ ati o n in he headquar e re o perat1 o n. T r ans f e rr e d 

to he ?·e g ional o perati o n in Omaha. Nebra sk a , i n 1990; 

and c ame to wo rk for Dakot a 1n Jan ary 1996. 

And wha are your reopons1bilities a Da kota? 

! 0 "· I'm vice - preei d e 11 of o perat1 o ns . I'm 

11 primaril y r es p o n sible ! o r he overall procedu r es and 

1~ o pP1atio n s as h e adm1n is tra i ve (un c tio n s o f the 

1 J c, f ! ice. 

And so in ha c ap c i y are y ou re sponsible 

1~ f o r set ting po li c ies or fo r su p e r v i si ng t h ~ 

16 establ1e h me nt o f pol 1c 1ee a s t h e y wo uld r ela e o 

17 nat t ers suc h as pro v iding low cost assist a n c e o r 

18 anything else that wou l inv o l v e the est a blish ment o f 

19 p : ocedu r es b y Lhe compan y ? 

A. Ye s , I wo uld be. 

21 One o f the is sues tha t we a r e to p r e sen t to 

22 he Co mm issio n t o da y 1 8 wha t s o r t o f p olicies w i 11 

23 Oa k ol a pu t i n pla ce w i h r eg rd to low i n come c ue ome rs 

2 4 conoisten with he fede 1·a l ru l ea. Yo u'v e had a n 

;s o ppo rtunit y t o r e a d t hrou gh t he Joi n t Bo ard 's 
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r ecommend e d de c is io n and th e d Jscueeion ass o c i a ed with 

it ; is hat. co ri ec t ? 

A. That's co r rect. 

And have you con s is ent wit h that, thought 

bou s o me o ( the p o l ic ies hat Dakota will put into 

pl a ce t o ac c ompl ish ho se g o als ? 

A. Vee, I've 1ven i some thoug h t . We'll have 

Lo put in wha ever p o licies are required of t h is 

G Comml s s J o n t o adh e r e to those ru les and re g u lati o ns 

10 that were esta b l1shed by the PCC. T here will be 

lI p ollC"ic e o n life l ine , l1 nk u p procedures. 

12 
And y o u're famil ia r w.1 h wha t li fe line is, 

l 3 u r e y o no ? 

' 4 A . 'f e s. 

l ~ 
Could yo u briefly e xpla i n o t he 

16 Comm1s r:d o ne r s, and i f hey d o n't know, wha it is? 

l 7 , .. 
The life line proc ed r es i s a nationwide 

18 p r o g ra m that was es abl i shed some years ago that, 

19 depcnd 1 n9 upo n whether hes ates ~e r involve d o r not, 

O woul d a l l o w the co mpan ie e t o waive c ertain fees, the 

SLC f ee s up o a c ertain dollar a mo unt depending u po n 

22 t h e , I imag1ne . fr o m h e eta ·e• s -- from the end user's 
2) 

111 . Tho se d o llar s wer re co ve r ed then from the 

2•1 lOLC t"Sta te j ur ISd1 c ion 

For pu rp ose e o f c lan U ca io n, wha t 1s a SLC 
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oubsc :-i pr Ii ne c har e , S l . 50 cents ! or 

1,•01 ~cn 1a l bas i c. 

And 1s tha pr o ram in pla ce in South Dakot a 

day? 

A . No , 1 · snot, not t he ma c hing. There's no 

7 mat c ~ing o a ·e side. 

l, 

Whdt abo 

with th a t pr o ?am ? 

he link up? Are you familiar 

A . The link p is a pro ram whereas up to S30 

11 woulo be wa ived f o r es abl ish1 ng a connection f or an 

I.I i n llviclual wh o me ce rtain z•e qu l r emenLs to have 

13 co nn ec ion t o their o the netwo rk. And those dollars 

14 again are recovered !rom he i n ere a · e jurisdiction. 

l 5 And is ha program in pla ce in South Dakota 

tod ay ? 

J 7 I, . No , I don' believe i in. 

l 8 Ao part o ( you r ree pon s1b1li 1es, yo • will be 

1~ ins r ume n al 1n eetabliohing how Dakota goes about 

0 a ministe ring the pro gram. Have y o u thought about how 

21 Oak o a wi ll measure wh ether c uetomero are entitled to 

22 this i f he Commisoion is not e x plic i t i n how we should 

23 

2 4 

0 l 

A. If the Commission is no e xp lici in how we 

25 ahould d o i • tl1ere are some -- o n e ava1lable op ion : o 
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uc wo ul d be LO ha ve a sel f c ertif1 c a i o n . wh ic h the 

Commis si o n coul d dire c t us Lo i f a c u stome r comes i n 

and sel f ce rt1f ieo t h a t he y mee h e se req ui r eme nts, 

0 1 the y ar e a c urre nt r ecipi ent o f SSI, o r f ood stamps, 

s o r ~nerg y a ss1s ance , o r whateve r some o f the o ther 

,e~ 1remen s we r e in the th a t the rec put out, we 

7 cou ld a d opt c h e p o l ic y al o n t hose lines. 

An d i f we we r e o adopt that poli c y, would we 

have t.h e c apab i li y to o ffe r thos e s e r vices, the t o ll 

10 l1nita t 1on , t o lo w i nc o me c ustomers? Or wo uld you 

11 p r P f r l o def e r L O Mr. So re n sen o n t ha t? 

12 A . Larry wo uld b e a better perso n t o answer that 

qu~s 10 n . 

Okay. At this time does Dakota o ffer l ocal 

1S usage? That 1s , is there a ce rta i n amount of free time 

!6 that o es wit. h the pur c hase o f l ocal te l eph o ne se r vice ? 

17 A . Yes , o ho s e re as tha here ' s n o oll 

18 c ha r ges to. 

1, 
A t his i me d o es Dakot a o ffer single part y 

20 se r vice? 

21 A . Yes . 

Do we o f fe r any dua l party s e r v ice o r par t y 

23 line oe rv1 ce? 

A . No , we d o n o 

25 Does Oak o · a o ff e r acces o t o em e rge nc y 
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serv!ces hrough 911 o r E911? 

A. Ye s , we have access to E9tl . 

Does Dak ot a o ff er access t o o p e ra o r 

S"'tvices? 

A. Yes, we d o, 

Does Dake a o ff er ~ccess t o interexchange 

, 1 eerv:c.e? 

A . Yes , we do . We 're an equal access company . 

Could y ou e xp lai n to the Commis s i oners wha 

lQ tt1a: means . o r f o r he r eco rd ? I'm su r e he 

11 ComM1s s 1oners kn o w, bu so th e r ecor d wil l be cl ear. 
12 A. 

We provide equ al access f or ou r cu stome r s. A 

c eLome r c an co me in and p jc k he ca rr ie r o f t he i r 

14 c hoice that !s available o n o ur s y s t em, Jus t as AT&T, 

15 Sp Z-lfll. , MC I . 

16 o. Doe s Dakota o ffer lo n g d ista n ce services 
l? I se lf? 

l 8 

l9 

A . Ye s , we d o. 

An d a customer is no t b o und t o use Dak ota's 

o lon d is tance se rvi ces; i s tha t c o rrect? 

21 A. That's co rrect. 

22 Does Dak o a o fl e r access to d irec t o ry 
23 aen1sta n c e ·! 

" 
25 

A . 

o. 
Yes, we do . 

I f I might hav e juot a moment . Are yo u 
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fam1liar with Dak o ta 's advertisi n g al his Lime? 

,\ • 'fr> S. 

An d are you familiar w i h t he bou ndar ie s of 

he Dak o ta ser v i ce area ? 

A. Yes. 

Does oa ko a o {[er •· o r d o es Da ko ta ad ve r t1ee 

t..hi:- av it a il1 y o f i ts se rv ices throughou 1 s se rvi ce 

a1ea? 

A . Yes , we d o. 

10 
And a this time in a t ypi cal adve rtisement 

11 prese :1 ed b y Dak o ta . ar he prices o f the of fered 

12 se r vices on those adv e r isements? 

"· Some o f them, I believ e they a r e , y es . 

1 4 Okay. Doe s Dakota al s o have what is c ommonly 

15 kno wn as a home pag e? 

16 

17 

Yee, we d o. 

Ar e all se rv ices that are availa b l e and the 

18 prices ( o r whic h they 're ava1l b le for shown on th a t 

ho:-"' page? 

21 

2 3 

2 4 

A. Yes. cha · s co rre c 

Ok ay. woul d 1 be diffi cult o ins u re that 

all Dak o ta advertising conta ine d pr ice s f o r serv ic es ? 

A . All advertis i ng? 

All ~dvert is1n9 th ~ L is i n me dia o f general 

25 ci r cu la 10 n in O~ k o ~ service area. 
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1-. . Wo uld i t be d i (f 1cul t ? No, i wouldn ' b e 

2 di ( ( i c u lt . 

10 

o. An d i n y o ur ro l e , would that b e o ne o f the 

Lhings t ha t y o u wo u l d be r es po nsi bl e f o r e n su r i ng? 

A . I woul d wor k with the mar ket i ng gro up o n 

Lha 

o . Al I ri gh t. re there anyt hi ng else you wan t 

t o iscuas wi t h t he Com m1 seione rs at h is time? 

A. No n e t hat I c an th i nk o f. 

MR. MARME T: All rig h t . The witne ss is 

11 a va i lab le f o r c r o ss - examination. 

12 MS . WIEST: S taff ? 

13 CROSS - EXAMINATI ON 

14 BY MR. HOSECK: 

J 5 

16 

I 7 

I, . 

o. 

Good mo rning, Mr . Ou p ic. 

Go o d morning. 

Ba c k t o t h i s que s t io n of l i fe l i ne a n d link 

18 up. Ar e y o u a ware d o e s -- are tho se pro gr a ms i n 

19 e x iste nc e , ~o r inst an ce, in U S West's terr i to ry ? 

20 

2 I 

A . Yee , I belie ve they are . 

But a s I ' m u nders an d i ng yo ur es 1mo ny here 

22 t o d ay, you d o no t -- when I s ay y ou , y ou r c o mpany 

23 oe s n o t a hi s p a in i n i me o ff e r that t ype o t a 

l1fe line o r lin k up ser v ice; ~s th a L co rre c t ? 

25 I, . Tha ·s co rrect . 
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W1 h regard t o the equal a ccess that yo u j ust 

testi f ie d t o a s be i ng available, is that available o n a 

t. ..., o ic k basi s? 

A . Ex plain t o me wha yo u mean b y t wo p ic k . 

In o t he r wo rd s , i s it available for mo re tha n 

o ne p i c k ? In o her wo rds, c an y o u c hooee mo re than o ne 

lo ng d i s tan ce c arrier ? 

A . You p i c k o ne primar y ex c ha nge c rrier . 

? ard o n me? 

A. 
Yo u se l ect o ne pr ima ry ex c hange c arrier . Our 

1 1 l 1a consis s o f 12 to 15 ca rriers. 

12 
Ok ay. But also on an intra and interstate 

13 b a cis , in o r.her wor d s , o ne 1n eta e and o n e out of 

1 4 s tat e? 

J 5 A . 
I'm sor 1·y, no , we d o not have i n trastate t o 

16 p ic k , j ust interst a te . 

1 7 o. An d with regard t o t he se 1v icee tha t y o u 

18 o ff e r e d , when Mr. Marmet wa o goi n g th r ough the list , I 

o n• kn o w t hat I caught t h is, but do y ou o f fe r dual 

20 tone mu lti - frequency signalling or its fu nct ional 

21 e quivale n t? 

22 A . 
That woul d be st be an s wered by Larry 

2J Sore nsen . 

o. 
Okay . Is the s er v ice ar-ea i n wh ich you see ": 

5 e l i g i ble t o make telccommu r,i c a tions ca rr ier designation 
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yo rs dy area? 

IL Yes, i 1s. 

And one o f the c ri eri a ht are listed in 

Lh e CFR's f o r the eerv1ceo that mus be o ffered de ~ ls 

s wit h Lo ll limitati o n s~rvicPn. Ooeo y o ur company of [ e r 

th a L s e rvi ce present l y ? 

A. We o ffer t o ll locking today. 

And here was s o me menti o n in he o pen 1n 

, sta t emen abo ta new o w i ch o r e w1 ch1ng c apabil1t1ee 

10 thdt ar e g o ing t o be 1m lemen e d by y o ur company . W1ll 

11 th1.s s ervi c e be c on 1nued on through wi h he 

i11s ta l la i o n o f hat ne w s wi c h ? 

A . Yes, 1 will, w1 h eve n some enh a ncemen~s on 

1 ~ toll . The ques i o ns regarding cha s wt ch would best 

15 be dir ec ted to Mr . Sorenee 11. 

1 6 0 And 1[ and when yo u imp lemen s o me sort o[ a 

1 7 llfe li ne o r 11.nk up y pe nys e m. 1s the?"e any 1ntent 

!8 :o hare ! o r this ype o ! service ? In othe r wor s. 

~h~ bloc king service? 

A. l believe we woul e preclude from do i ng 

2 1 ha t. Cold l c la r fy that last response? ! believe 

22 we wo uld be precluded fr o m charg ing n y ype of fee f o r 

2 3 1 011 bl o c k ing o r anything from hose who do qualify fo r 

2 4 ch~ l 1[e line pr o gram . 

o. Just o ne quen 10n as a matrer o f 
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cla r ifica ion as o th e life li ne type service. Is 

this some thing that is order e d by the FCC , o r is it 

3 or ered by t h is Comm issi on? 

A . It ' s i n the Co mm is si o n -- it's in the F' CC 's 

5 o ?· .. rs. 

MR , HOS ECK: That's all the qu e stions I 

.ave. Thank y ou. 

MS. WI EST: comm issioners? 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I have o ne . Mr . Ho se c k 

10 aek d t h e qu es ion about the availability o f i ntrastate 

11 and inte r state pi c k s fo r l o ng dj stance c arr ie r s. And I 

1. thought y o u to ld me hat yo u co uld have an interstate 

13 pick but not an intrastate pick. Do y ou have the 

1 4 capability of allowing people to ha ve an i n trast a te 

l':> pick coo? 

16 "· Thac would b es b e an s wered by Larry 

17 Mr. Sorensen. I believe the ans wer toda y is, no , we do 

18 no t have ch a t c apabil cy on t he state side . I'm not 

19 su re w1 h the ne w s witch if we ' re g oi ng to have that 

20 ca pability o r no 

21 
COMMIS S I ONER NELSON: Okay . I'l l ask him. 

22 Thank y ou. 

23 Cf!AIRMAN BURG: JusL one t have [ o r 

24 addit ion al c larificati o n . You said yo u have a cce ss to 

25 E911. Is hatinallyourcxc hang ee ? 
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, .. 
h ave. 

2) 

Yo.s , ! e l1eve is. 

CHAIR MM: BUR G: The y'r e all c apab le o f E9ll 

Ol :1l? 

That's 1 19 h 

CHl,IRMAN BURG: That's he o nly q •es i o n t 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOE NFE LDER: I have a cou ple . 

What are Dak o a•s ! 1 rs of al l, in Mr . Ma rme 'a 

j o p P ntng statement hes i d Dakota will be abl e to 

l O o f. !e : . o n ' t kno w what is it that you will be able 

1! o o ffer that yo u ' re no a b le to offe r now. Cou!d you 

12 cl ari f y tha a little mo re? Are there ce rta in services 

that y o u d o n · t have no w that you will be ab le t o of(e r 

1 , o quali fy ! o r an ETC? 

A . We are c urrentl y ca pab le of providing all of 

hose s ervi ce s with the e x cep ion o f tol l limitat io n i s 

17 my unde rs anding. We pr o vid e toll b l oc king oday. And 

19 with the ne w s wi tc h we ' ll be bl e t o pro v ide toll 

19 lim 1 a t i o n in addi ion o ol l bl oc king . The other 

20 se 1v1 ces , the vo i ce gr-ode, the £ 911, the directory 

21 ase1s ance, o pera or assistance , and whatever else was 

22 on the list, those are all avai la b l e tod ay . 

2) 
CO MM ISSIONER SClfOENFE LDER: Ok ay. Then let's 

2 4 go bac ,. to low income . Wh~ t are y o ur plane f or low 

25 in come ? Do you be lieve cha y o u' re eligible f o r ETC 
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no w wj Lhout im p lement ati o n o f y our low income policies 

hat ' s requi red by the federal order ? 

You 're referring to t he life li n program, 

li f ,e line and l i nk u p bo h7 We currently hav e n o life 

line li nk up p r ogram i n pla c~ t o day . We woul d be 

loo king f o r some directi o n fr o m he Commission o n wh at 

hey would want he e xch ang e c a r r ie r s o have. 

CO MMI SS I ONER SC lf OENFELDER: Bu t I b lie ve the 

f~d e ral o rder -- h o w will y ou compl y w i h he re e ral 

10 o r er Lhen? And d o you bel ev e that y ou hav~ t o comp l y 

11 wi h the federal o rde r fo r us to gran t you an ETC ? I'm 

12 inte r ested in y ou r comments o n that . An d 1f y ou d o n't 

1' feel free to comment o n t ha t, I wo uld be 1nteres ed i n 

14 Mr. Mar met ' s r es p o n se o ha t ln his fi na argume nt o r 

15 somethi ng. But y ou hav e no low lncome p o li cies tall 

16 in pla c e right now? 

l 7 ,. A . Not t o day, that's co rrect. 

CO MM ISSIONER S CHOENFEL DER: Okay . Le 'stalk 

abou t advert1ning J s a little b it. I believe h a t 

20 the FCC sai d a nd he Joint Boa rd sa1 as well a s -- 1f 

21 J c an f1n d it now . The st at ute says h a t you ha ve to 

2 adv~rtise the avai ab1 l1 y o ( s uc h services and t h e 

23 charges the re f o re us1 11q medi a o f general dls~r1 ut!on. 

2 1 An I believe hat th~ fC C said in its f 1nal o rder th a t 

25 business typ e publ1 c a t1nne 1n no s (fi c1e nt ; h a you 
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..., o ul have LO advertise -- nd if I'm ( ollow1ng hem 

righ y our c harges as well as your services in a 

paper , I guess. But that 's not exactly the right word, 

1n a media o f general distr i bution. 

No •..,, you· v Ind i ca ed, I be l i eve, the 

Int""rnPt, a home page o n the Internet. Do you believe 

Lhat.'s ou!!icie nt, or d o you bel ieve or d o you plan on 

e going to ot h e r ype s of media and o her types of 

9 general is ri buti o n ? Before y ou ans wer that question, 

JO I Lhin k tha it may hav e a lot t o do with wh at he 

11 public tha you se rve 1n y our area woul d consider 

l 2 

13 

eneral distribution to the publi c. And have you t aken 

ha into account? An d wh at are y o ur plans? That ' s a 

14 loL o f ques · ions in one. But I think I stayed on he 

15 same t.tac ~. 

16 A. It was a very g ood question. Yes, we have 

17 con sidere th a t. And, personally , no, I d o not believe 

16 jus advertising o n the Internet would reach all of ou r 

19 subs c ribers out there. We wou ld als o advertise in the 

20 local publica ions , the media, all th ne wspapers th&t 

2 1 
1
- a t e provided in ou r various e xchanges . Plus. we wo u ld 

22 robabl y als o advertise -- I hate to uoe advertise . 

2J In( o rm the consumers through ou r Dak ot a Lines, our 

2 4 n"'wnletter , that we send o ut o all o ur s•J bs c ribers. 

25 We also use radio media oo. 
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CO MMI SSIONE R SCII OENF ELDER : Oka y. And this 

m,1y '-'" a le al q uestion and if 1t is, y ou ma y defer to 

yo ur c ounoel. But I need o k n o w ( r om Dakota's poi n t 

o f vie w ..., hether y ou believ e h a t th e guidelines ha 

the FCC Ord e r c alls f o r to e se up by this 

Comm1ss1on . if 1t'a permioeibl e f o r us to do guidelines 

1n o rder set ting precedent with that o rde r i f y o u 

elieve thi s Commission h as to go to a rule mak ing, o r 

if y o u believe what Mr. Marme v 1oi ed bout, about the 

1 0 M1nneeo a j s rubber • o amping those com p anies in is 

11 suf f1 c 1ent. That may be o le g a l q uestion. I need a n 

12 ano wer o hat some 1me oday h ou gh. 

lJ 

" 
,,. 

I' 11 defer tha to lega I counsel. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFEL DE R : Oka y . That' s a ll 

15 I have then. Than k you. 

! 6 
MS. WIEST : Any ot he r questio n s fr om 

17 Co mm1se1o ner s? 

l 8 CII A I PM AN BURG: No . 

MS . WIEST: Js Dak ot a hen re qu e st i ng at t h i s 

1m~ a wa !ver fr om the oll lim i a ion re q ui r ement for 

2 1 d ep- c1 !i ed per10~ of i me ? 

MR . MA RMET : Ha y I an s wer lhat? 

23 MS. WIEST: Go ahe a d. 

2 4 

2 , L,~. 
-------------- ----------~ 

M~. MA RMET: We a r e r e q uesting a waive r . As 

he rules, . .,. e ar,.. f o r ward •loo k ing to January 1.-t 
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:, ( 199 8. We w1ll have everyt hin g in pla ce by then , 

including th advertis i ng of pr ices , including the 

ol1c 1es t hat we are l o oking for this Commiss io n fo r 

u! dance o n. 

MS. WJE ST: But by January let o ! 1998 you 

w il l be able to offe r tol l control? 

MR . MARMET: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : So I take it the answer o 

9 her question wo uld be tha y ou will no be r equesting a 

10 •..- a1ver? 

II 

" 
13 

MR . MARMET: That is my statement, yes . 

Cf!AIRMAN BURG: Oka y. 

CO MMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I hav e a further 

1'I questio n. Ex c use me, Rola yne, f or interrupti ng . But 

15 my furth r question is i! you 're r e qu esting ETC 

d~signa io n now and you 're not abl e to now provide 

17 these things. will you need -- in yo ur o p inion , y ou 

18 don' thi nk y ou need a waiver then ? 

19 MR. MARMET : l think this Commission can make 

20 the deaigna i o n be effecti ve Janua y 1st of 1998, o r 

21 ~ffe c iv e o n what ever date that this Commissio n 

22 chooses ; and . .,, w111 have those thing s in place by that 

2) 1me . 

CO MMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Including t he 

25 l i fe line, lin k up pro gram? 
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MR. MA RMET: Inc lud i ng li( e li n e , l i n k u p 1( 

i ·s eo desi n aLe d b y th i s Commissi o n, y e s. 

MS. WIEST: Any o h e r q uee i ons of his 

witn~ss? 

CO MM I SSIONER NELS ON: J have o n e. Maye 

y o • : e n o t.he r1gh person o a s k ei her . Back o he 

inLras a e nd 1n ere 
e p tc k , will y ou ha ve those 

8 capabili ties in J an u a r y o ( 1 99 8? 

MS WIEST: s h o uld be t he witness . I me a n 

10 we c an ' t 

MR . MARM ET : We defer to t he next wi tness o n 
11 

12 

13 

ha . Commissi o ner . 

COMMISSI ONER NELS ON: Okay. 

MS . WIEST: Any o ther qu e st io ns, Mr . Ho se c k ? 

15 
MR. HOSE CK: Yee. Mr . Dup le , j ust o ne 

16 q uest i o n, a nd if y o u c an ans we r i t. When i s chis ne w 

1 7 s wi c h t o be ins t alled a nd o perat ional? 

l 8 
MR. MA RMET : Aga in , Mr . So rensen wil be the 

19 ne x t witness. 

MS. WIE ST : Any o her q ue s t io n s o f tl11e 

2 1 witnes s ? Thank y o u. 

22 A. Thank yo u . 

23 

2' 

2S 

MR. MA RMET: Call Larry Sorense~. 



29 

LARRY SORBNS&N , 

ca lled as a w i tness, being f i rs duly s wo rn, 

wa e exami n ed and tes t ified as f o ll o ws: 

DIRECT EXA MI NATION 

BY MR. MA RMET: 

Woul d y ou state y ou r name !or the reco rd, 

7 please. 

A. My na me is Lar ry Sorensen. 

And h o w are you employed? 

l 0 ''" cu rrently the vi ce- pre sident of s ystems with 

11 Dakota Telecommunications. 

12 o. Woul d you state for the record y o ur 

13 bac kground , please? 

1 4 A. I started with Dakota Telephone in 1976 . 

1S SL arted o ut on the crew. Been in the ce n t~al office 

16 e q ui pment since '77 . I spent fr om '93 to 95 as central 

17 o ffi ce supervisor, and I hav e been at this position 

18 since then. 

19 An d what does your current position invo lve? 

20 A. Basi c ally o v ersee e ve rything that happens 

21 o utside the b u s iness o ffi ce. The company is broken 

22 i n to three main group s . ll wo uld be i nstallati o n a nd 

23 lrep~i r, construc t ion c rew, a n d cent r al o ffice 

2 ~ equ1pnent. There nre su pervisors for e a ch o ne o ( those 

25 depar me n ts , and l basi c ally work with theffi . 
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Because t here ' s i ntere st in it , let's get 

r1ahL t o he s wit c h. Tell us about the s wi c h that 

Dak ot a is ins· al lln 

A . Okay. cu rrentl y -- l think i t woul d be best 

i f we ba c ked u p o ne step. Th e compa ny currently has 

tens and - a lone s w 1 c hes. We ' re r e p laci n g them wit h a 

ne ..,, Luce n SE s w itch w 1 h remote s and SLC units , tf 

you ' r e a ware what those a re, cur rently be ing 

1ne al led. We' r e e xpect ing tu rn o ver and cut-ove r t o 

10 hap en throug h t he mont h o t October and November . 

11 Ho pe(ull y by l a te Novem ber e verything will b e up and 

12 o perational. 

13 An d this s witc h we ' ve talked a litt l e bit 

1 ~ a bo L is not t he onl y ne w p iece o f e q ui p ment t ha t wil l 

lS be 1necalled , is it? 

16 "· No. Th e r e will be a v oice mail c ysc em. Thie 

1 ? eysc m a lso h a s th e c apab i l it y of a debit ca r d , fr ee 

1a pay toll ca rds, and any t hing l ik e tha t that wo u ld g o 

19 o n . Also fibe r o p tic t ransmit t in g e qu i pme nt , h igh speed 

4 8 rings from ou r company. 

21 And the com binati on o f these p i ec e s o f 

22 equipmen . we • 11 t h e n b e a ble to o!fe r toll blo c king? 

A . Yea , t o ll. 

Could y ou e x plair. eo tha t I co uld understa nd 

wl1at toll bloc k in g is? 25 11 
~--------------
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A. Okay . You cu rren ly would have a customer 

2 · that would c all in Lhat woul d r equest •· I' 11 give yo u 

an e xample . A restaurant whe re they d o n't want people 

going up using heir phone dialing long distance . We 

have h e c apabil1 y o f blocki ng 1 , plus calls, O• l 

c alls, or a combination o ! the t wo. 

So tha means somebody who had requested this 

0 °•:v1ce cou l r, ot make any l o ng distance calls 

wh atsoe ver ; is that co rrect? 

10 

II 

A. 

o. 
I( the y block both land 0, that's correct. 

The new equipment t ha t is going to be put i n, 

12 will it also o f(er the ca pability to provide toll 

limitation? 

I< 

l 5 

I 7 

l 8 

21 

22 

23 

A. Yee, 

Q. Wou ld you explain so that I ca n un de rstand it 

what to ll li mitation is ? 

A. It' e basically not done on this s witch. It 
'Moul d be done, to my kn o wl edge, in the v oice mai 1 
system hac you wo u l d th r ough so!t wa re enter . pre pa i d 
ol 1 a c am o unt , $ l 00 ; and when that a mount wa s met o: 

ut.ed up through • ra ti ng sys te m, you would, I woulj 
at-1sumc. go to . recording that would tell you so d you 
tried t o dial one. 

O. And this e quipment will be i nst al led in the 

25 [a ll of 19~7. is that y ou~ statement? 
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A. That 's co rrect. 

Let's ge -· would t hese oervices be o f(ered 

t o any c us o me r who reque s te d them? 

A. Yes. 

Wo uld they be offered t o l o w income c ustomers 

ao wel l ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Yo u're familia r with the ca pab ilities of 

~ Da k e a·s pre s ent operations, are you not? 

l 0 

11 

I<. Yes. 

At this time an d o nce t h e ne w s witch and 

1 2 aso oc ia ed equi pment are insta ll ed, will Dakot a offe r 

13 voice grade access t o he public s witched net work? 

l4 

lS 

17 

A . Yes. 

Will hat be a 3,500 hert z band width and a 

f re qu nc y rang be ween 500 hertz and 4, 00~ he r tz? 

A . That' s c o rrect. 

18 Do es Dak o ta now and will Dak e a continue to 

19 o ff e r l oc a l usage ? 

20 

21 

A. 

o. 

Yes . 

Does Oako a no w and will Oakcca in che f utu re 

22 o f! e r dual tone multi - freque11cy signall ing or its 

2 3 e q ui valent digital sig n alling? 

2 4 

25 

I,. Yeo. 

Wot.:ld y o u expla i n s o I co •1ld under-stand it 
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wha lh o se me an ? 

A . Dual tone multi - fr e qu ency is just what i is , 

10 dual t o ne. You also have MF signalling in t he 

s witc h. MF s1 nailing is he signalling they use 

!,o ► ,,.. ~,,. :l o ff i c e s . I t's J us a single one. Du a l o ne 

1s o n a o u c h o ne ad o n a tclopho ne that yo u h ve a 

Jt 1 'a' O rio:. o r c one s s o 1 f y o puoh a o ne, yo u ha•,e wo 

m1 x e t o n e s. You ush a . .,o, you o t another t wo, and 

t.h a 's wha yo ur d u a l t o ne t s . I 'A the 1[fe :·e n ce 

10 be tw ~en t h e wo. 

ll 

12 

13 

A . 

1 4 ae ,•vi c es? 

IS A. 

Do es Dak o a o ffer si ng le par y service ? 

Yes. 

Do es Da ko t a o ( f er a c ces s o emergency 

Yes . 

o. Doeo Dak ota of f e r a c c ess t o oper a o r 

1 7 se rvices? 

18 , .. 
O s e rv ice? 

21 

22 

p ic k ? 

A . 

Yes. 

Do es Dakot a offe r a cce s s to inte r- exchange 

Yes. 

Could y ou explain a l ittle b i t a bou t the t wo 

A . My und e r standing o f t he wo µ ick is you~ 

25 (iro 1 p jc k wo u ld be your interst a t.e p ic k, your seco nd 
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pi 1· k wou ld bP y o ur 1n :as ate pi c k o r 1ntraLh T A . 

Basicall y ineL at e , ou o f state . in he c ase o f South 

Da koLa . 

And at t h1s time d oe o Dak o a o ff e r dual pic k ? 

A . It ha s the c apabll iee o [ offe ring it. We 

d o not ofter it interstate on ly righ no w . 

Q . And wit h t he ne w e witching e q uipmen , will 

that be h e c ase also? 

A. That is true. Let me c larify one t hing on 

10 thaL l a s t s atement. ou· o f the ten o !f ices that we 

11 cu rre n ly have, three of chem d o no have he 

12 c apa ili ty o f dual p ic k. 

13 On ce we have lnutalled the ne w eq i Fment, 

1 4 will all o f t h e e x ch a nges w i h i n t h e rad itional Dakota 

1~ ocrv1ce area b served o ut o f that same o ff ice? 

16 

17 

.. 
o. 

That's correct . 

so an y c apab il ity t hat i s availab e to one 

18 will be ava il able t o all: is ha co rre c t? .. Yea. 

20 Does Da k o ta c (fer acceos to di r ect o ry 

21 a oaio a nce ? 

72 

23 

A. Vee, h e y d o. 

MR. MARME T: l woul d 

2 4 c zoss• e xam1nat io n . 

25 MS . WIEST : S af( ? 

n d e 1 ~ h e w 1 ness f o r 
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MR . HOSE CK: No qu es ti ons. 

MS. WIEST: Co mm i ssion e r s ? 

Cl!AIRM AN BURG : The only quee io n 1 have is 

j nt o n o f in f o rma tion . Whe re le he ne w s witch bei ng 

i no al led? 

A . It wo uld be ins al le d in Vibo rg, Sout h 

Dal!. o ta. 

CIIAI RMAH 8Ul{G: A ll r igh . T ha ' s he onl y 

t.h1nq I have. 

CO MMI SSIO NER NELSON: Do you kn o w i f you 

11 i n tend t o o ff e r he in rae ate pick? 

l 2 ,,. I believe hat's a l eg i issue, s o I'll have 

1, to P[e r that t o Robert.. 

14 MS . WIE ST: You r new Dakot a 

1r. Tclecom"1un1c a i ons Gr o up , 1s ha comp r i sed s ol ely o ! 

16 ~t1at. 1s f o rme r l y kno wn as Dakota Coo perat ve? 

l7 

18 

A. That's co rrect. 

MS. WIEST: And getting ba c k t o t o ll 

l i m1 ation, y ou were tal k ing a b out t o ll l i mitat io n. 

20 thi nk you we r e talking about t oli lim i at. io n is b o th 

2 1 toll blocking and t ol l control. So getting to the 

22 -: a s ue o [ t.:>11 con r ol , ha t io what y o u wi 11 be 

23 o fferi ng h r o ugh y ou r v oic e mail servi c e , is that true? 

A . The v o ic mall e yot6m is manu [a ct ~red by a 

25 company o utsid e o f Lu cen , who is o ur s witc h 
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manulac urcr. The y wo rk toget he r as a team . So t hat's 

2 why 1 sa y it ' s n o in th e s witch, It comes o n an item 

that's porch se d o uts i d e o f Luc e n t, bu t hey wo r k 

1oget h Pr o n that. 

MS. WIEST: And t h en i n o r er f o r a c ustomer 

to havP to 1 co n r ol . the n that cue o mer 
wo u l that 

7 beano he r cha rg e in o rd e r t o ha v e v oice mail, f o r 

8 ,, oic: e mai l? 

A . Thal I coul dn' t ans wer. l can te ll you 

10 PChnicall y ho w 1L wo u ld wo rk, but 1 d o n't kno w how 

!1 the y'r e g oi ng to charge f o r tt. 

MS. WIEST : And y o d o n 't kn o w if Dak o ta i s 

13 ch.;. rg 1 n9 f o r any t ol 1 11ml ta io n, whether i be t ol l 

1 4 locking or o l l contro l ? 

'5 A. tl o , l d o no kno w fo r su r e. 

16 MS. WIE ST: And w l h re spe c to to I con-:. r ol. 

17 et t. l.ng back 0 the voice ma1 l , then ,n o rder to have 

:a h a SP YVl C C, 18 1 t cor rec t ha y ou WO Id have to 

19 repay hat o r not'? 

20 A . I bel 1eve ha t's one way l WO Id wo rk . That 

W C, • :d be p to h e o ffi ce. au you tell he eq ui pment 

22 when t o st.ar and when 0 " o p and ho w yo u adm1n i st.er 

ha I guess, ... -. u l d be an o ff ice . 

2 4 MS. WIEST: So it l s pos s i ble hat in o r de r 

25 fot' • C stome r 0 recc i ve toll control . t.hey coul d 
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a ct~ ally e ay he y d o n ' want t o go o ver SS O an g 1ve 

t hat in(o rma ion o you a n d they wo uldn' h av e t o 

pre p a y t hat amo unt in o rd r o r e c eive t ha t? 

A. I wo uld -- yeah, t wo ul d eay y e a t o that . 

MS . WIE ST : Bu t i l s a ls o an o p io n that 

the y ma y hav e t o prepay ha t? 

A . Tr ue . It wo uld be st r i c tly a co l lec ti o n 

ol 1c y , i f I u nd e rs t and yo ur que s io n c o rr ec Ly . 

MS. WI EST: T h a • e a 11 I have . 

CHAIR MAN BURG : Ju s t ma ybe o ne qu i ck 
: 0 

11 { o l lo w • up. I( y o u dev e l o p t he po l icy cha had o be 

12 p i e p a 1d , wo uld t h ere b e oll blocking without the 

" 
l S 

pr p a y ment ? 

A . t wo ul d a ssume s o. 

CHAIR MAN BU RG : la tha h o w you loo k at it 

1 6 be i n g appli e d ? 

17 A . Yes. 

18 
Clt A IRM AN BURG: Oka y . 

A . 1 hav e o ne cl a r i(i c at io n t ha t I p ic k e d up 

o c ~tlic r l mi g h br i ng o ut a nd t h a t ' s o n h e e mergenc y 

21 11 . Dak o ta ha s t he c apabil i ty o f pr o v i d i ng E911 , 

23 

2 4 

The r e a !e some cou nt 1es chat cann o t a cc e p t E9ll . 

h1 nk Un i on count y is one o f chem . 

CHA I RMA N BURG : Bu e y o u d o have ~he 

2S c a pabi l it y ( o r £ 9 11 i n e ve r y ex c hang e? 
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That's co rrect. 

MS. WIEST : So you don't actually pro vide 

ES11 o a l l o f you r x c hange s at h1e time ? 

tt . Uni on Cou n y c ann o h a n dle the da a fr om E911 

so in ch a t ca~e we d o no 

MS. WIEST: And you d on• kn o w wha o her 

, co11 n · JPS , if any ? 

A. h ll the o ther cou n ies tha we have d o have 

-, E:, 11. 

10 MS . WIEST: And yo u provi de it in those 

11 ~cunt I es ha have 1 

12 A . Yes . 

13 Cl! AIRMAN BURG: And I unde r s and co r rectly 

14 th d t 's a co unty c hoice whe her they wan 911 or E911; 

: ~ 1s that co rrec? 

A. That ' s the way I unde r stand i , yes. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENF ELDER: But Un io n Co unty 

l 6 

l 7 

l 8 

l 9 

,o 

Ot?B have 911 ? 

A. Yes , they do. 

CO MMIS SIONER SCHOENF ELD ER : Okay. 

MS. WIEST : Any o the r q uestions of this 

22 w1tneso? 

23 CROSS - EXAMI NATI ON 

2 4 BY MR. HOSE CK: Ye s, one qu estion. 

2S The ne w s wltcl1 ie goi ng o be located in 
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Viborg; is that correc ? 

A. Tha 'B co rrec 

o. And is Vi b o rg w ith in your service territor y ? 

A . Not DTG service area . no. 

Does that 91ve y ou ny type o f operat1o nal 

pr o tems as far as that bein located there ? 

A. It 's located the re i nitially as a ce n tral 

loca ion to Oako a's e xcha nge. And we o wn the c able T 

9 uys em there. And he i n i ial was to g o in and build a 

!O ne w s ructu r e (or cable TV. 

11 Okay. Thank y ou. 

MS. WIE ST: Get ting ba c k o li(e line and 

13 link up, I"ll just a s k you this question: ls i your 

1 4 undc r s ndin t hat th e FCC has r equ i red you c o provide 

15 li f e li ne a n d li nk u p ? 

l 6 A. To my unders anding, y es. 

17 
MS. WI EST: Okay . Tha t's all I'd have. 

18 Anybody elsP. have any ques tions? 

11 Than k y ou. 

Do y ou h a v e a1. y o the r wit nesses, Mr. Marmet? 

2 1 MR. MARME T: : hav e no othe r wit nesoes . 

22 woul d o ff er Ex hibit No . l and No. 2, th e Appl ic at io n 

and h e AmP.nded Application. 

24 MS. WIEST: Ar e the r e any o b jections to 

25 ~hose? 
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MR. HOS EC K: No o bJeCt ions. 

MS. WIEST: They h ve bee n re c e i ved . 

Does st af f hav e any witness ? 

MR. HOS ECK: S aff d oes not hav e any 

4 0 

MS . WIEST : The Commissi o ner s have anything 

CilAIRMAN BURG: J j ust wan o ne clarification 

and probably ei t her y ou c a n ~ r Mr . Ma r met. The wa y you 

10 wou ld read he Ac is cha re qu irement t ha they are 

11 co p a ble o f of fering E911, e ven if it is not o ff e red i n 

12 all c ases , wo uld ha t meet the requ i rement? 

lJ 

14 

MR. MARMET: Tha t Lo h o w I wo uld read it. 

Cl! A I RMAN BU RG : I would presu me it wo u ld h a v e 

15 lO b~ b ecause it's up to the co unty as to wh a t servi ce 

the y wan t. 

l 7 

l 8 

MS. WIEST : That 's my understanding. 

CilAIR MA N BURG: As long as y ou h ave the 

19 c apability , y o u should qualify. 

MR. MA RMET: we can se n d t he signal a nd the y 

2 1 c dn choose not to recei v e it in that f o rm. 

22 CII A IR MA N BUR G : Is that t h e way you 1ncerpret 

21 it as well ? 

2 , MS. WIEST: Yea. 

,s CO MM ISSIONER SC HOENFELDER: Miss Wiest , I' m 
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,ot aboul o ask f o r briefs, bu t I would ask Mr. Marmet 

o qualify 1n his c losing stateme n t wha t he believes 

h · St ate Co mmission sho uld do Jn establishing what I 

think h e FCC Order s ayo guideli nes for advertisement 

5 an charges and whether h o w he sees that we proceed to 

estdbl ish a pre cedent o qualify pe o ple f o r eligible 

10 

MR . MARMET : I'd be happy to address tha 

COMMISSI ONER SCIIOENPELD ER: l d on't wa nt t c 

11 e f. I wold li k e y o rs atemen o n he record, you r 

l! o p in1on , I guess. 

12 MR . MA RMET : If I c a n remember th~ quest i ons 

ll th<.1l y o u asked, I'll d o my est. And if t d o n 't. I'm 

14 s r e y o u wi 11 f o l l o w up wt h mo r e que s ions . 

l S On the lif e line and t he link u p, cl early he 

16 FCC has said that it should be avail able t o low i n come 

!7 co nsume r s nation wide. That ob liga t i on 1s here . How 

18 11.. is t.o b e c arried ou , Dakota could e: he:- say we 

19 w i l l arbi trar il y de c ide whether pe o p e qua l ify [ o r i 

20 o r no I d on ·t think ha wo uld e ! 1r . on· t 

21 think t..ha wo ul be r i gh . 

I f t..h10 Comm1s s io n s y e tha an indi v ; dual 

21 has o come 10 and sho w that they q al1fy for fo o d 

s a ~ p s b y r1~9ing in p roo f f r om the fo o d stamp o ffice, 

2S ha t wo uld be one way o ! doin it . If the Commiss io n 
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w~uld sa y there 1s Lo be a ce ntral clea ring house i n 

he state wh e r e Dak o ta and eve ry ot he r phone company 

c a lls up and sa ys d oes Jo hn Sm ith qua lify a s low 

income , we wo u ld f ollow that. 

We r e l oo king to hie Commission f o r 

gui dan c e as o h o w we admi nister h e pro gram. We woul d 

e happy o help in any wa y at all to administer the 

ptogtam eiL h er · hro ugh o u r compu ter s ystem o r in any 

way that we c an, but we a r e loo k ing to he Commission 

10 f or some sorL o f gu1dance. We have t h e obligation to 

11 provi de those s rv ices. We are quite w i ll i ng to 

12 provide those servi ces . Bu . qu ite c and i d l y. we d o n't 

13 kn o w h o w we are o measure whet her an in d i v i dual is 

l t, q u al i(ied o re c eive h e be n e fit of t h ose se rvices 

15 witho ut s ome so r t o f guida nce fr om the Commissi on. 

16 As t o the ne x questio n , I' ll hav~ to ask you 

17 which 1l was. 

I 8 CO MMI SSIONER SC HOENFELDER : Well , I hink 

1~ tha he legal o p inions !'ve as k ed [or from y ou, and 

20 obvious l y we' 11 consult with coun sel also, is whethe r 

2 1 we ne e d to write r u les about ETC' s, or whether we need 

to J ust se a prece d ent, or wh et h er we c a n fo llow th e 

23 

25 

idel1nee th a t the Fer ea d o wn and Just d o 

guid li nes. 

MR. MA RME T: My pe rso nal opin ion , and I 
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qual1(y i as e c h: My perso nal o p i nion ls t hat y o u 

ha ve LO wr · te rules and t ha you have t o write rules 

hat w1ll be ( o llo we d bot h b y h e i n cumbents as well a s 

hP competiti ve LEC ' s. That if we d o n't proce ed wit h a 

~ set o f r ules and if y o u d o n' t t a ke this as a n 

oppo rtunity o s ay we are lad t ha Dak o ta c ame here , 

1t 1s o nly a f i r s 9 e p, bu t we d o no w hink we sho uld 

~ a c i':. up and ·,u ite r ules abou i t . 1 thin k h a w r- i 1ng 

rul••e th a ever ybo dy c an loo k a t be[o r e they c a n come 

l O I co 
hearing li k e this ·,nl l present a mo r e level 

11 playing field so ha bo h he in c umbents a nd the 

12 CL EC ' e can come to h ie commis si o n a nd c a n k now what i t 

:1 1R that thei r o bl igat1on s are a nd how the y are co go 

14 about pr o v i ng them. 

1~ There ar e many companie s i n the state who 

16 will nor. be a b le t o o f[ e r o ll llm it at.i o n . As I've 

1? r ead r. hr ough r. he regulations i n r.his matter , I c a n ' t be 

18 p o siLi v e wh e h e r y o u have t o o [ [er bo t h t o ll b loc ki n g 

19 
nd to ll lim 1tat.i o n , o r wh et h e r y ou have to offer toll 

20 bl oc k1ng o r to ll limi a ion . 
appea rs to me tha t y o 

21 c ans re ma ke an arguable c se that i f you c a n't o f fe r 

>2 

23 

oll l1mitation , that is y ou ca n onl y s ay up t o S50, 

h a t y o u mig ht not be ble o q ua lif y as an ETC. 

h in k ha i f h i e Commission we r e to 

2S un e r t a k e a c ule - mak ing p rocee d i n g , i wo uld cl a ri fy 
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h >sc ma t ers so tha the comp an ies out t h e re would 

kn o w what they' r e t o d o. 

COMMIS S I ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Wou ld y o u als o 

in c lude in c ha t. rule making t he guidelines ( o r 

s advertising o r 

A . Yes. 

COM Ml SS I ONER SC HOE NFELDER: Because the FCC 

8 o nl y refers o guidelines . 

MR. MARMET: l wo u l d . And if i t's guidel i ne 

10 i at.he r han rule ma~ i ng, I'd become cool with that 

1 1 t. oo . I think t ha wha t I wo uld, again personally, 

12 re qucot. fr om this Co mm ieoio n i s that they te!l us how 

we are to g o abo ut it. If we' r e unab le t o go about it, 

14 hen we need co me and seek wa i ver s . I f we canno 

1~ quali fy, t hen we cannot qualify. And i! n o company 1s 

16 an el igible te lecommun ic at ion c arr ier in a part icul ar 

17 area b eca u se it d oes n't have the ca p bilit.ies. he n 

1 8 o her p eople nee d t o kn o w whether they c an go i n there 

19 and pro v1de hose c apab i l ities. Gu1 d elines wi l l give 

2 0 a on opport uni ty o undera and wh at we're suppo sed o 

21 d o be(o1e we ge t o a h e aring, bef o re we come in and 

2 2 ea ~•. y es , we c a n d o t hc n c t.hings t omo rr o w , but t o day we 

23 can ' t. Does that mean t hat we sh ou ldn't app l y to be an 

2 4 l e l 1g ' ble t elecommu n 1cat1ona ca r ri er t o day ? 

2S w a 1 1 un i 1 o rn o rrow! 

Shou l d we 
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~O MM IS SIONE R SC HOE NFEL DE R : Okay. And hen, 

f u rt he rmo r e , y o J opinio n o n th 1., 1 ( do yo u believe 

the Co mm1 ss1on coul d app r o ve OCT -- o r. e xcu s~ me, it 's 

1.he- wrong Oako a a e an eli gi ble c arr ie r toda y o r 

Lomo rr o w ands ill d sig na te he da e hat y ou actually 

become e li gible p o n the condit io ns that the Co mmission 

7 would se f o rth ? 

A. I believe y o u could. 

CO MM I SSIONER SC HOE NFE LDER : You believe 

10 tha? You r legal 1n e rpret at ion o f the Act says that? 

11 MR. MARMET: If I c an qualify it by sayin g 

12 it'o o ff t h e t o p o f my head wi thout doing re search, 

1 3 ye a. 

CO MMI SS I ONER SC HOENFELDER: Thank you . 

15 t h i nk hat ' s a i l I have. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : One quest i on I mi ght have, 

11 oo , f o r gui dan ce is, there a re some cou nties that ha v e 

18 no 911 service. They've c ho sen not to h ave 911 

lS ser vi ce. And he way I read th e Ac · the y woul d not be 

20 an eli gib le c arr ie r . Do you have a n y way - - I mean we 

21 c an great g rant a wa i v e r f o r that particular se ction, I 

22 t.hi nk, if I am reading i right that. we cou ld, but 

23 ha 's o n l y f o r -- w~ a l so ha ve t o desig nate the amou nt 

24 o t t.ime. Do you ha v e any o pi ni o n o n h o w we would get 

25 ar o und that? Becaus ~ I think , frankly, we wane an 



,-J191ble ca 1ri cr in all locatio n s . 

MR. MA RMET: I thin k y o u d o oo. And the 

difhculLy here is tha if some thing is phys ically 

Impo ssible, ho w d o y ou or d e r it o oc c ur ? If a co ny 

s ays we d o n ' · have the mone y , we • r e spending oo much 

~ mo n ~ y o n o ur roads. we ' re spendin g oo ~uch money o n 

Lhe thin g s th a we consi der mo re impor ant, we Just 

a1 e n " L 9 0 109 t o d o Lha , h o w d o you pro ce d? And I 

h 1 nY. hat th o n ly thing that y o u c an d o 1s gran a 

10 wa i ver. 

11 CH AIRM AN BURG: ll o wever, n a n s wer to an 

1 2 e ail1e r ques 10n. I believe, ha t b oth you and coun s e l 

11 s a i d, Lhat if they a r·e c a pable of p r o viding it, hie 

i '1 u h o ild meet the ual1fica 1000. So t h at might e o ne 

l ~ ~ay around hat. 

16 MR . MARMET : Th t might be one way, bu it 

17 s o rL o f e f ea te he purpose. Th e purpos e of t hese 

1 8 r u l~ s is t o mak e e r e eve rybod y has access o 11. And 

19 lL mi ght be dire c te d a the wr ong en 1 y . It might be 

20 d 1rec ed at he elepho ne comp any rather than t he 

21 c~untiee . 

22 CJ! A JR MAN euq ·: But for purposes o f ETC we 

23 may e a le o say, yes. h""y ' re capabl e anri i •s up to 

2 i; I the counties whether hey ake it. 

2S MS. WIEST : I wao referring onl y o 
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e n h.i nc e ment. 

CHAIRM AN BURG : Bu t we c an a lso waive ( o r 

e ven bas ic , c an ' we? 

MS. WIEST : Tha 'e qu es io n . The ru les 

s o nly menti o n e nhan ce d . 

CllAlRM AN BURG : I guess tha t 's something 

7 we 'll have o address. 

MR . MARMET: And l would aga i n o ffer if 

the r e's fur h er 1nf o rma ion t hat he Co mmissioners wi sh 

1 0 o hav e , I ,..,. o uld req es that y o u affor-d me an 

11 o p o ~ nity o s pp lemen this hea r i ng i f you f eel 

12 t he re's anyt hing ha needs o b e add ed. 

13 MS. WI EST: An y thing el s ? Thank y ou. That 

l '+ w i ll i:?n d the hearing. 

15 ( THE HE A RING CONC L UDED AT 1 1: 00 A . M .) 
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STATE OF SOUT H DAKOTA 

COU NTY OF !lUCHES 

•• 

I , Lori J. Grod e . RMR, No ary Publ ic, 1 n and 

f o r he Sta t e o f South Dak o ta , d o hereby cer 1fy that 

he a o v e he ar ing , pages l through 4 7 , 1nclus1ve, .... as 

tP corde d stenogra phi c al l y by me and redu ce d to 

e I ype ..., riL1ng. 

I FU RTHER CERT IFY that he f o reg oi ng 

10 ran scr1 p o f the sai d hearing is a t rue and correct 

11 Lt a nec rip o f the stenographic n otes at the t i me and 

p!oce s pecifie d hereinbe [ ore. 

lJ I FURTHER CERTIFY Lhat I am n o t r ela ti ve o r 

14 em loyee o r a o rn ey o r counsel o f any o f the part ies, 

15 nor a relat i ve o r empl o yee of s u c h att o rney or counsel, 

1~ o r f 1n an c iall y i nt e r ee e d directly o r indirectly in 

17 htn a c ti o n . 

18 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have h e re un o se t my 

lS h nri and seal o f o ffi ce at Pierre, So uth Dako ta. t.his 

20 7Lh da y o [ Augus t , 199 7 . 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY DAKOTA 
COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
INC., DAKOTA TELECOM, INC., AND DAKOTA 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, INC. FOR 
DE S IGNATION AS ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS 

ORDER DESIGNATING 
DAKOTA 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
GROUP AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

CARRIER 
TC97-030 

On March 25, 1997, Oakola Cooperative Telecommunicaltons, Inc . Dakota 
Telecom. Inc . and Dakota Tetecommunicatlons Systems, Inc filed a request that the 
South Dakota Pubhc Uhhhes Comm1ss1on (Comm1ss1on) take the steps necessary to 
implement the regulations relating 10 !he universal service fund and that 1t be designated 
as an ehg,ble telecommunicat,ons company as that term 1s used 1n 47 U SC § 214 for 
cer1a,n e)(changes specified 1n its peh!lon 

On March 27. 1997, 1he Comm1ss1on etectrontcally transm11ted notice of the fihng 
and the 1nterven1ton deadline of Apnl 11 , 1997. to tnterested 1nd1v1duals and ent111es On 
Apnl 9, 1997, the Comm1ss1on received a Pelt hon to Intervene from AT&T Commun1cahons 
of !he Midwest. Inc (AT&T) On April 28, 1997, at 11s regularly scheduled meeting, the 
Commission gran1ed AT& rs Pet1t1on 10 Intervene 

On May 29, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommumca11ons, Inc hied an amended 
pet 1t1on asking for ehg1ble telecommumca11ons company status only as to Dakota 
Cooperative Telecommun1cat1ons, Inc 

By order da!ed July 8, 1997, the Comm1ss1on set a hearing on th,s matter for July 
30, 1997, at Pierre, South Dakota The hearmg was held as scheduled 

At rts Sep!embef 9, 1997. meeting, the Comrmss1on unanimously voted to designate 
Dakota Te1ecommun1cat1ons Group, formerly Dakota Coopera11ve Telecommun1cat,ons, 
Inc . as an ehg1ble telecommumca11ons earner 

Based on !he evidence presented at the heanng, the Commission makes the 
following findings of fact 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

In 11s amended petltton, Dakota Cooperative Telecommurncat1ons, Inc, requested 
des1gna11on as an ehg1ble 1elecommun1cahons came, (ETC) for the following exchanges 
Alsen (253), Beresford R,11al (957) , Chancellor (647 ), Dav,s (238). Flyger (327). Gayv,lle 
(267). Hurley (238). Irene (263). Lennox (647). Monroe (297). Parker (297). Vohn (267) , 
Wakonda (267), and Worthing (372) Exh1b1! 2 Prior 10 the heanng, Dakota Cooperauve 
Telecommumcat1ons, Inc ceased to be a coopera11ve and 1s now known as Dakota 
Telecommun,r.ations Group (Dakota) Tr at 35 



OakoIa requested that !he CommIss1on designate OakoIa·s present sludy area as 
its service area Exh1b1t 2 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 2 14(8)(2), the Comm1ss1on 1s required to designate a 
common earner that meets the requirements of sect ion 214(e)(1) as an ehgtble 
telecommunicaI1ons earner (ETC ) for a service area designated by the Commission 

IV 

Pursuant 10 47 U S C § 214(e)( 1 ). a common carrier that ,s designated as an ETC 
Is ehg1ble to receive universal service support and shall , throughout its service area, offer 
!he services lhat are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either 
using its own faol111es or a combination of its own fac1l1t1es and resale of another carrier's 
services The earner must also advertise the avallabllity of such services and the rates for 
the services using media of general d1stributIon 

V 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the follO'Mng 
services or funct1onalit1es as those supported by federal universal service support 
mechanisms (1 ) voice grade access 10 lhe public swilched nelwork, (2) local usage; (3) 
dua1 tone multi-frequency sIgnahng or its functional equal; (4) single party service or its 
functt00al equivalent (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator services; 
(7) access to inlerexchange service: (8) access to directory assistance: and (9) toll 
limitation for quahfying low-income consumers. 47 C F.R. § 54.101(a). 

VI 

As part of its obhgat1ons as an ETC, an ETC Is required 10 make available Lifeline 
and Lori< Up servoces 10 qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.405; 47 C.F.R. 
§ 54411 

VII 

Dakota currently offers voice grade access to the public switched network 
throughout its service area In a frequency range of between 500 Hertz and 4,000 Hertz for 
a bandwidth of 3,500 Hertz Tr at 32 

VIII 

Dakota currently offers local usage throughout I1s service area which means Iha! 
a customer receives a certa in amount of free lime. Tr. at 16. 



IX 

Dakota currently offers dual tone multi -frequency s1gnal1ng throughout ,ts serv ice 
area Tr at 32 

X 

Dakota currently offers access to emergency services throughout ,ts service area 
Tr at 33 

XI 

Dakota currently offers ac.cess to operator serv,ces throughout its service area b:i 

XII 

Dakota CU"rently offers access to 1nterexchange services throughout ,ts service 
area ld 

XIII 

Dakota currently offers access to d irectory assistance throughout I1s service area 
Tr at 34 

XIV 

One of the services required 10 be provided by an ETC to quahfying low-income 
consumers ,s toll l1m1tal10n 47 CF R § 54 101 (a)(9) Toll lim1Iation consists of both toll 
blocking and toll control 47 CF R. § 54 400{d). Toll control Is a service that allows 
consu-ners to specify a certain amount of toU usage that may be incurred per month or per 
b1lhng cycle 47 CF R § 54 400(c) Toll blocking is a service that lets consumers elect 
not to allow the complet,on of outgoing tol l calls 47 C.F.R. § 54 400 

xv 

Dakota currently offers toll bloek,ng Tr at 21 

XVI 

Dakota does not currenlly offer toll control Tr at 23. Dakota intends to install the 
new swrtd'l and a voice mail system that will be operational by late November. Tr at 30 
The voice mail system would allow the entry of a pre-paid dollar amount and a recording 
would inform the consumer when that dollar amount was used up Tr. at 31 . 

XVII 

Dakota does not o.xrently offer the L1fehne or Link Up program Tr. at 24 Dakota 
will ImpIemen1 the policies on Llfehne and Lmk Up as required by the FCC and this 
Commission Tr al 14 



XVIII 

W ith respect 10 the obltgat,on to adver11se the ava1lab1hty of services supported by 
the federal universal service suppon mechanism and the charges for those services using 
meora of general d1slnbut1on. Dakota states that 11 currently adven,ses the ava1lab1hty of 
11s services throughout 11s serv,ce area Tr at 18 Dakota states that 11 currently 
adver11ses some of the prices of those services ~ Dakota plans 10 adverttse 1n all the 
newspapers that are provided m 11s vauous exchanges Tr al 25 It Wlll also use the radio 
media la 

XIX 

The Comm1ss1on finds that Dakota cur renlly provides and will contmue 10 provide 
the foUOW1ng services Of funct1onaht1es throughout tis seN1ce area (1) voice grade access 
to the pu~1c SW1tched netwol'k, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mulh-frequency s1gnahng, (4) 
single-party service. (5) access to emergency services, (6 } access to operator services, 
(7 ) access to interexchange service, (8) access to directory ass,slance, and (9) toll 
blocking for qual1fy1ng low-income consumers 

xx 

The Commission finds that Dakota will provide loll control lhroughOut its service 
area prior 10 January 1, 1998 

XXI 

The Commission finds that Dakota intends 10 prov1de Lrfehne and Link Up programs 
10 quatrfy1ng customers throughOut •Is service area consistent with slate and federal rules 
and orders 

XXII 

The Comm1ss1on finds that Dakota will advertise the ava,lab,hty of the services 
supported by the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor 
using media of general d1stnbut1on The Comm1ss1on intends to open a rulemak1ng docket 
10 further danfy an ETC's Obhgat,on with respect to advert1s1ng 11s services and charges 

XXIII 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5}, the Comm1ss1on designates Dakota's current 
study area as •Is service area Thus, Dakota's service area cons,sls of the following 
e,c.,anges Alsen (253), Beresford Rural (957). Chancellor (647) Oav,s (238). Flyge, 
(327) Gayvllle (267), Hurley (238). Irene (263) Lenno, (647), Monroe (297), Parker (297), 
Vohn (267) Wakonda (267). and Wonh,ny (372) fah1b11 2 



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Convn,ss,on has runsd1ct1on over this matter pursuant to S0CL Chapters 1-26, 
49-31 , ano 47 u SC § 214 

Pursuanl to 47 U S C § 214(e)(2}, !he Commission 1s required to des,gna1e a 
common earner that meets the requIremenIs of section 214(e)(1) as an eligible 
lelecommun,cattons earner (ETC ) for a service area designated by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U S C § 21 4(e)(1 ), a common earner that 1s designated as an ETC 
1s eltg,ble to receive universal service support and shall . throughout its service area, offer 
the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either 
us,ng i1s own fadht/95 or a combination of its own faciht1es and resale of another earner's 
services The earner must also advertise the ava,lablhty of such services and the rates '°' 
the services us,ng media of general d1stribut1on 

Ill 

The Federal Commun1ca11ons Comm1ss1on (FCC) has designated the following 
services or funct1onaht1es as those supponed by federal universal service support 
mechanisms (1) voice grade access to the public switched network: (2) local usage, (3) 
dual tone multi-frequency signaling or ,ts functional equal ; (4) single party service or its 
funct10nal equivalent, (5) access 10 emergency services, (6) access 10 operator services: 
(7) access to mterexchange service, (8) access to directory assislance, and (9) toll 
hm11ation for quahfy,ng low-income consumers 47 CF R. § 54.101(a) 

II 

As part of ,ts obftgations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifel ine 
and Link Up S8fV1ces to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F .R. § 54.405, 47 C.F .R. 
§ 54 411 

Ill 

The Comrr.,ssion concludes lhal Dakota has met, or will meet, pnor to January 1. 
1998. !he requoremenls of 47 CF R. § 54101 (a) 

1111 

The Comm1ss1on concludes that Dakota intends to provide Lifeline and Link Up 
programs to quahfying cuslomers throughout its service area consistent w1lh state and 
federal rules and orders 



VIII 

The Comm1ss1on concludes that Dakota will advertise the avatlabfhty of the services 
supponed by the federal umversal service support mechanism and the charges lherefor 
using med,a and general d1stnbu11on The Comm1ss1on intends 10 open a rutemaking 
docke1 to further clanfy an ETC's obhga11on with respect to adven1s1ng 11s serv,ces and 
charges 

IX 

Pursuanl to 47 USC § 21 4(e)(S) the Comm1ss1on des1gna1es Dakota's current 
stucJy area as 11s service area Thus, Oako1a·s sef\llce area will consists of the following 
exchanges Alsen (253). Beresford Rural (957). ChancellOf (647). Davis (238). Flyger 
(327) Gayville (267), Hurley (238). Irene (263). Lennox (647). Mooroe (297). Parker (297). 
Vohn (267) Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372) Exh1b1t 2 

X 

The Comm1ss,on designates Dakota as an ehg1ble telecommumcat,ons camer f0< 
I1s service area 

II tS lherefore 

ORDERED. that Dakota's current sludy area 1s designated as its service area, and 
ll 15 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Dakota ts designated as an ehgtble 1eleconvnun1cat1ons 
earner lor 11s service area 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, th is ~ day of September 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
t ~ ~ ~~ ce<t;f"" !NI ,,_ :====-=--==~--~;::; trf~Ollb'/'lolwi,, ...... .,p,gr,erly 

MIO'ft-.0 fl, -~QftPl-'ll'e<eon 

•• I/ J J -t//' (' 

1 - 7 
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