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TC97-020

DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.
PO. Box 66 - IRENE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57037
TELEPHONE (605) 263-3301

% FAX (605) 263-3995
“omppnt

March 25, 1997

RECEIVED

MAR 2 6 1997

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC

UTILITIES COMMISSION
William Bullard, Executive Director WAR 2
South Dakota Public Utihties Commission 1V

ece

500 East Capitol £AR W
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

BY FAX & FIRST CLASS MAIL

5 \331

RE TC97- DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
Dear Mr. Bullard

On behalf of Dekota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc., Dakota Telecom, Inc., and
Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc., (“*Dakota™), I have enclosed the oniginal and
eleven copies of the DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CARRIER filing

Please file stamp and date the extra copy and return to Robert G. Marmet, General
Counsel for Dakota in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope. Thank you

Sincerely,

Sl ¢ ,\’;%,AN{._(

Kristie Lyngstad
Administrative Assistant

Enclosures




1€97-030

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST RECEIVED
BY DAKOTA COOPERATIVE Docket TC97- Map

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND ¢t 5 1997
ITS SUBSIDIARIES FOR A ‘.,}{";4 DAKOTA p
MINATION OF ELIGIBLE TES COppp s 2BLIC
10NS CARRIER SIoN
TO 47 USC 214 FAX pe.. tnd
~Ctved min 25
~LE5 5y

COME NOW DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC

DAKOTA TELECOM, INC. AND DAKOTA TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS,
INC (collectuively. “Dakota”™) and Petition the South Dakota Public Unlities Commission
(“the Commussion™) as follows.

I By this filing, Dakota is requesting that the Commission take the steps necessary to
implement the Regulations relating to the Umiversal Service Fund which the Federal
Commumications Commission (“the FCC™) must have ready by May 8, 1997
Specifically, Dakota 1s requesting that it be designated as an Eligible
Telecommunications Company, as that term 1s used in 47 USC 214 (¢) (1), for the
following exchanges

Alsen (253), Berestord Rural (957), Chancellor (647), Davis (238), Flyger (327), Gayville
(267). Hurley (238), Irene (2631, Lennox (647), Monroe (297), Parker (297), Volin (267),
Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372)

2. Dakota offers services throughout these territories and will, once final rules are

adopted by the FCC, continue to offer services that are supported by Federal universal

EXHIBIT

/




service support mechanisms and as supplemented by State regulations under section 254
(f) of the Telecommunications Act, as amended. (“the Federal Act™)

3. To provide these services in these exchanges. Dakota will use its own facilities
Dakota has previously, and will continue to advertise the availability of its services in
media of general distnbution. Prior to this filing, Dakota has not advertised its prices as
part of its marketing, but makes those rates known upon inquiry

4. Dakota further requests that the Commussion establish a “service area” as that term is
defined 1n 47 USC 214 () (5) for Dakota. Due to the compact and contiguous nature of
Dakota's traditonal service area, Dakota requests that the Commussion designate
Dakota’s present study area as its service area

WHEREFORE. Dakota respectfully requests that this Commission designate it as an
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier as set forth above

Dated this 25™ day of March, 1997

Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc

M (AN
By: Robert G. Marmet
Its Attorney

PO Box 66

Irene, SD 57037
(605) 263-3301 Phone
(605) 263-3995 Fax




FORMAL COMPLAINT

Netway Advertsing vs Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative “Netway Advertising is an Internet Advertising Agency
and an Internet Prowder in White River. SO We have a 56K ine row running from our own T1.in Swoux Falls  We installed our
56K line in Novernber of 95 1t ran from Uunet n Chicago  Then in December we switched 1t to our own s O
nstallabon fee in November of 95 from Golden West was 50 00 Our installabon fee to switch to our owr
December was $600 00 Amazing since we are in competition with Golden West how out installation charge
ne was physically placey n November of 95 All they dd in December of 96 was make a switch af
per monthly line fee up unti December of 96 was 0 00 Now. in January they sent us a bl for $197 S

es $1 15 per mile for a 56K ine  Golden West charges $2 15 per mile  How is
financed cooperative can make more money than U S WEST These charges are outrageous and sh
these fees to stop | want Golden West to understand that they can't try to put theit competiion out of business Qur hne lees
are completely out of kne with other phone companies and they 0 stop | want my $600 00 installaton fee returned and
our line fees lowered (Statf LH/KC

FULLY COMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS
(The Commission will be discontinuing this portion of the Fax Filing with this issue )

LDC Switched 800

Out

Tt Swo

Least Cost Routing. Inc dva Long Distance Charges fil inc
The revision 1s effective March 25 1997

Atias Communicatons, Ltd filed to ntroduce new rate plans to ts Switched
Rates and Calling Card Usage Rates The rewisions are effective April 28

POPP Telcom Incorporated filed to modity s usage rates for a n
11987

LeodUSA Telecommunicatons Services Inc filed s tantt 1o offer long distar
» March 24 1997

hal Link_ Inc filed to increase the surcharge for LEC Billed Measured Serv
rate_The revisions are effectve March 24 1597

WorlkdCom Inc fled to increase the surcharge for LEC Billed Measured Sernce
Other Service Arrangements and Directory Assistance and 1o adjust !
offenngs The revisions are effective March 24 1997

P icn e TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

¢ Unlities Commussion
1 These are the telecommunications service filings that the Commission has received for the penod of

State Capitol 500 E. Capitol

g 03/21/97 through 03/27/97

1t you need a complete copy of a filing faxed. overnight expressed. or mailed 1o you. please contact Delaine Kolbo within five days of this filing

DOCKET DATE INTERVENTION

NUMBER TITLE/STAFF/ISYNOPSIS FILED DEADLINE

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

Apphcaton by RSL COMU S A Inc for a Certificate of Authonty to operate as a telecommunications company within the state
of South Dakota (Staft TSKC) "RSL proposes to offer four types of serice presubscrbed direct dial interexchange service.
inbound Wide Area Telecommunications Servce Directory Assistance and Prepaid Card Service

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS

Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. Dakota Telecom, Inc and Dakota Telecommunicatons Systems. Inc
collectively. Dakota) filed a pettion with the C : that the C. take the steps necessary to
implement the Regulatons relating to the Unwversal Serice Fund which the Federal Communications Commussion (FCC) must
have ready by May 8. 1997 Dakota 1s that it be d as an Eligible Telecommunications
Company_ as that term s used in 47 USC 214 (e) (1) for the following exchanges Alsen (253) Beresford Rural (957)
Chancellor (647) Daws (238). Flyger (327). Gaywiie (267). Hurley (238). irene (263) Lennox (647) Monroe (2! Parker
(297). Volin (267). Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372) Dakota offers services throughout these terrtories and will. once final
rules are adopted by the FCC. contnue to offer services that are supported by Federal universal service support mechanisms
and as supplemented by State regulations under secton 254 () of the Telecommuricatons Act as amended To provide these
services in these exchanges. Dakota will use ts own faciiies Dakota has previously and will continue to advertise the
avadability of its services in media of general dsstnbution Prior o this filing. Dakota has not advertised ts prices as part of fts
markebng. but makes those rates known upon inquiry Dakola further requests that the Commuission establish a “serice area
as that term s defined n 47 USC 214 (e) (S) for Dakota Due to the compact and contiguous nature of Dakcta's tradtional
service area_Dakota requests (hat the Commassion designate Dakota's present study area as s senvce area ~ (Staft HB/CH

NONCOMPETITIVE TARIFF FILING

cLeodUSA Telecommunicabons Senvices. Inc fled s tanff to offer local exchange service in the Aberdeen Pierre-Fort Pierre
Rapid City. Sioux Falls and North Sioux City exchanges in South Dakota The tanff includes general rules a egulatons
descnption of services offered_and rates and charges (Staft HBXC

TC97-030

PAGE 1 OF 2
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LAW OFFICES
OLINGER, LOVALD, ROBBENNOLT & MCCAHREN, P.C.
117 EAST CAPITOL
P.0. 80X 66
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-0066

s Ads

Telephone (605)224-8851
Facsimile (805)224-8260
X RECE)
WADE A. REIMERS April 9, 1997 E VED

APk 4 199;
William Bullard, Jr., Executive Director SOUTH p
SD PUC, State Capitol UTILITIEe S CTA PUBLIC
500 East Capitol > LOMMISSION
Pierre, SD 57501

Re: DOCKET TC97-030

Dear Mr. Bullard

Enclosed herewith please find original and 11 copies of d
3 it vene regarding the above-captioned docket.

Please furnish 2 file stamped copy.
Thank you.
Yours very trul!
W
/
Yonxs. 1 AW
Attomey at Law
JSLe
Enclosure
cc Robert Marmet
Attomey at Law
DCT

Box 66
Irene, SD 57037




RECEIVED
APR 4 199
SOuTH DAKO

UTILITigs _u’ﬁ'.;vl'u“vl;’BDL:}

AT&T COMMUNICATIONS OF THE MIDWEST, INC.'S
PETITION TO INTERVENE




“ommigsion
T&T's petition ) 1nter n T status as a

F i

this proceeding.

DATED April

cations of the Midwest,

[9) nuzy Lova&1d, Robbennolt &
McCahren, P.C

117 E. Capitol, PO Box 66
Pierre, SD 57501
(605)224-8851

Marie-Arias Chapleau
Richard S. Wolters
AT&T Law Department
1875 rence St., F
Denver, Colorado
(303)298-6741

a true and correct copy

T. INC.'S PETITION TO




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST BY
DAKOTA COOPERATIVE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND ITS

)

) ORDER GRANTING

)
SUBSIDIARIES FOR A DETERMINATION OF )

)

)

INTERVENTION
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER TC97-030
STATUS PURSUANT TO 47 U.S.C. § 214

On March 25 1997 Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. Dakota
Telecom Inc . and Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc (Dakota) filed a request that
the South Dakcta Public Utilities Commission (Commission) take steps necessary to
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that it be designated
as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 47 US C § 214 for
certain exchanges specified in its petition

On March 27, 1997 the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadiine of April 11, 1997 to interested individuals and entities On
Apnl 9 1997 the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from AT&T Communications
of the Midwest Inc (AT&T)

On April 28, 1997 at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission considered
this matter  The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter
49-31 and ARSD Chapter 201001  The Commission granted AT&T's Petition to
Intervene Therefore it is

ORDERED that AT&T's Petition to Intervene is granted

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota this Zid/day of May, 1997

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

The undersigned hereby cCertifies that this
' 7 Served 1o0ay UpOn i parties. 7
/7

et as bsted 0n the dock: ol ~—
e LI e 0 it I
ey skdoidnd: driaogen, i chiges IBMES A BURG. Chairmar

/ p

PAY NELSQN, Commissioper
: /

-~ - - o
Y4 fa P TV APV
LASKA SCHOENFELDER. Comnyissioner




DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.
PO Box 66 - IRENE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57037
TELEPHONE (605) 2633301
FAX (605) 2633995

May 27, 1997 RECE
EiveD

MAY
William Bullard, Executive Director !
South Dakota Public Uthties Commission aTHA A DI
501 East Capitol HLITIES CompysentlC
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 N

SOUT}

RE: TC97-030 AMENDED APPLICATION

Dear Mr. Bullard

On behalf of Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc., (*Dakota™), 1 have enclosed
the onginal and cleven copies of Dakota’s AME NDED APPLICATION FOR
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATION CARRIER STATU S for
the above referenced docket. This AMENDMENT is being served to the party listed on

the service hist this same date

Please file stamp and date the extra copy and return to Robert G. Marmet. attorney for
Dakota, in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope. Thank you

Sincerely,

Hhiater “5‘/,*’"‘("‘(

)
Knistie Lyngstad
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure

“Building Tomorrow's Technology Today™




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST
BY DAKOTA COOPERATIV

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

)
) Docket TC97-030
)

FOR A DETERMINATION OF ) AMENDED PE
)
)
)

ELIGIBI COMMUNICATIONS

CARRIER STATUS PURSUANT TO

47USC 214

COME NOW DAKOTA COOPERATIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC

(“Dakota”) and Petition the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (“the
Commission™) as follows

1. By this filing. Dakota is requesting that the Commission take the steps necessary to
implement the Regulations relating to the Universal Service Fund which the Federal
Communications Commission (“the FCC™) must hav. ready by May 8, 1997

Specifically. Dakota is requesting that it be designated as an Eligible
Telecommunications Company. as that term is used 1 47 USC 214 (¢) (1), for the
following exchanges

Alsen (253), Beresford Rural (957), Chancellor (647), Davis (238). Flyger (327), Gayville
(267). Hurley (238). Irene (263), Lennox (647), Monroe (297), Parker (297), Volin (267).
Wakonda (267) and Worthing (372)

2 Dakota offers services throughout these termtories and will, once final rules are

adopted by the FCC, continue 1o offer services that are supported by Federal universal

service support mechanisms and as supplemented by State regulations under section 254

() of the Telecommunications Act, as amended. (“the Federal Act™)

EXHIBIT
1




3. To provide these services in these exchanges, Dakota will use its own facihues

Dakota has previously, and will continue to advertise the availability of its services in
media of general distribution. Prior to this filing. Dakota has not advertised its prices as
part of its marketing, but makes those rates known upon inquiry

4 Dakota further requests that the Commussion establish a “service area” as that term is
defined in 47 USC 214 (¢) (5) for Dakota. Due to the compact and contiguous nature of
Dakota's traditional service area, Dakota requests that the Commussion designate
Dakota's present study area as its service area

WHEREFORE, Dakota respectfully requests that this Commission designate 1t as an
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier as set forth above

Dated this 27" day of May, 1997

Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications. Inc

%.
l;} Robent G. Marmet
Its Attorney

PO Box 66

Irene, SD 57037

(605) 263-3301 Phone
(605) 263-3995 Fax




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
This is to centify that on this 27" of May, 1997, a copy of the foregoing

AMENDED APPLICATION FOR DETERMINATION was served, via United States
first class mail, postage prepaid, on the parties listed below

John S. Lovald

Attorney for AT&T

117 Capatol, PO Box 66
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Dated this 27" day of May. 1997

W‘L‘L AEHE
Knétie Lyngstad

Amended Application for Determination of
Eligible Telecommunication Carrier

By Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc
May 27, 1997




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE
DAKOTA COOPERATIVE ) OF HEARING AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR A ) PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE )

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER STATUS )
PURSUANT TO47 U.S.C. § 214 )

TC97-030

On March 25 1997 Dakota Cooperaiive Telecommunications, Inc . Dakota
Telecom, Inc . and Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc filed a request that the
South Dakota Public Utiities Commission (Commission) take steps necessary to
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that it be designated
as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 47 US.C_ § 214 for
certain exchanges specified in its petition

On March 271997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of April 11, 1997, to interested individuals and entities On
April 9, 1997, the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from AT&T Communications

of the Midwest, Inc. (AT&T) On April 28, 1997, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the
Commission granted AT&T's Petition to Intervene

On May 29 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc filed an amended
petition asking for eligible telecommunications company status only as to Dakota
Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc (Dakota)

The Commussion has junsdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and
49-31 and ARSD Chapter 20 1001 The Commission may rely upon any or all of these
or other laws of this state in making its determination

The issue at this hearing i1s whether the Commussion shall approve Dakota's request
that it be designated as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in
47USC §214

The procedural schedule for the hearing shall be as follows

The hearing on Dakota's request shall be held on July 30. 1997 at900am . in
Room 412 of the Capitol Building. Pierre, South Dakota

The public is invited to participate by testifying at the hearing Al persons so
testifying will be subject to cross-examination by the parties The order of the proceeding
wiil be in the following sequence (1) Applicant (2) Intervenors, and (3) Staff

The hearing is an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26
All parties have the right to attend and represent themselves or be represented by an
attorney However. such rnights and other due process rnghts shall be forfeited if not




exercised at the heaning  If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place
set for the hearing the Final Decision will be based solely on testimony and evidence
provided if any. during the hearing or a Final Decision may be 1ssued by default pursuant
to SDCL 1-26-20

The Commussion, after examining the evidence and hearing testimony presented
by the parties. shall make Findings of Fact. Conclusions of Law. and a Final Decision As
a result of the hearing the Commission may either approve or reject the request for
designation as an eligible telecommunications company The Final Decision made by the
Commission may be appealed by the parties to the Circuit Court and the South Dakota
Supreme Court as provided by law It is therefore

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held on Dakota's request for designation as an
eligible telecommunications carrier at the time and place specified above

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act this hearing is being held in a
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the heanng if you have special needs so arrangements
can be made to accommodate you

4
Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this d day of July, 1997

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned heteby cerifies that this BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
brssalisahsratipbvadep duapbnd s Commissioners Burg. Nelson and
118t by facsamde o by first class mad, in propedty Schoenfelder
adessd enygopes, wih charges prepad thereon

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR
Exacutive Director

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




LAW OFFICES
OLINGER, LOVALD, ROBBENNOLT & McCAHREN, P.C.
117 EAST CAPITOL
PO BOX 66
PIERRE. SOUTH DAKOTA 57501-0066

RONALD D OLINGER TELEPHONE 224.8851
JOHN S LOVALD AREA CODE 605
JAMES ROBRENNOLT FAX 6052248269
LEE C “KIT™ McCAHREN
WADE A REIMERS

July 11,1997

William Bullard, Jr., Executive Director
SD PUC, State Capital

500 E Capitol

Pierre SD 57501

RE: DOCKET TC97-030

Dear Mr. Bullard:

We are in receipt of the C Schedul g the
Amended Petition of Dakota Cooy for d ion as an
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier for it's service exchanges, as set forth in the
Amended Petition

I'am writing to advise the Commission that while AT&T has been granted
intervention in this Docket, in view of the in the A ded Petition
AT&T will not be opposing the ETC designation request, and will not be presenting
evidence at the scheduled hearing in opposition to DCT's request

ok

ISL:dt

. //—\\
Yours u:myul
=y

cc: Rick Wolters
Robert G. Marmet
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Larry Sorensen.
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY DAKOTA ORDER DESIGNATING

COOPERATIVE = TELECOMMUNICATIONS, DAKOTA

INC., DAKOTA TELECOM, INC., AND DAKOTA TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, INC. FOR GROUP AS AN ELIGIBLE

DESIGNATION AS ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS CARRIER
TC97-030

On March 25, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc, Dakota
Telecom, Inc . and Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc filed a request that the
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) take the steps necessary to
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that it be designated
as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 47 US C § 214 for
certain exchanges specified in its petition

On March 27, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of April 11, 1997, to interested individuals and entities On
April 9, 1997, the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from AT&T Communications
of the Midwest. Inc (AT&T) On Apnil 28, 1997, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the
Commission granted AT&T's Petition to Intervene

On May 29, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. filed an amended
petition asking for eligible telecommunications company status only as to Dakota
Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc

By order dated July 8, 1997, the Commission set a hearing on this matter for July
30. 1997, at Pierre, South Dakota The hearing was held as scheduled

At its September 9, 1997, meeting, the Commission unanimously voted to designate
Dakota Telecommunications Group, formerly Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications,
Inc, as an eligible telecommunications carrier

Based on the evidence presented at the hearing, the Commission makes the
following findings of fact

FINDINGS OF FACT
1

In its amended petition, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc requested
designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) for the foliowing exchanges
Alsen (253), Beresford Rural {957). Chancellor (647), Davis (238), Flyger (327). Gayville
(267). Hurley (238), Irene (263), Lennox (647), Monroe (297). Parker (297); Volin (267),
Wakonda (267), and Worthing (372) Exhibit 2. Prior to the hearing, Dakota Cooperative
Telacommun:cations, Inc ceased to be a cooperative and is now known as Dakoia
Telecommunications Group (Dakota) Tr at 35




Dakota requested that the Commission designate Dakota's present study area as
its service area Exhibit 2

Pursuant to 47 US C § 214(e)(2), the Commuission is required to designate a
common carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an eligible
telecommunications carrier (ETC) for a service area designated by the Commission

v

Pursuantto 47 U S C § 214(e)(1). a common carrier that is designated as an ETC
is eligible to receive universal service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer
the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either
using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's
services The carner must also advertise the availability of such services and the rates for
the services using media of general distribution

Vv

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following
services or functionalities as those supported by federal universal service support
mechanisms (1) voice grade access to the public switched network, (2) local usage; (3)
dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equal, (4) single party service or its
functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency services, (6) access to operator services;
(7) access to interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll
limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C F.R. § 54.101(a)

Vi
As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline
and Link Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 CF R § 54405, 47 CF R
§54 411
vil
Dakota currently offers voice grade access to the public switched network
throughout its service area in a frequency range of between 500 Hertz and 4,000 Hertz for
a bandwidth of 3,500 Hertz Tr at 32

Vil

Dakota currently offers local usage throughout its service area which means that
a customer receives a certain amount of free time. Tr. at 16
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IX

Dakota currently offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling throughout its service
area Tr at32

X

Dakota currently offers access to emergency services throughout its service area
Tr.at33

XI
Dakota currently offers access to operator services throughout its service area. |d
X

Dakota currently offers access to interexchange services throughout its service
area |d

X

Dakota currently offers access to directory assistance throughout its service area
Tr at 34

Xiv

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-income
consumers is toll imitation 47 CF R § 54 101(a)(9). Toll limitation consists of both toll
blocking and toll control. 47 C F R. § 54 400(d). Toll control is a service that allows
consumers to specify a certain amount of toll usage that may be incurred per month or per
billing cycle 47 C F.R § 54 400(c). Toll blocking is a service that lets consumers elect
not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47 C.F.R. § 54 400

XV
Dakota currently offers toll blocking Tr at 21
Xxvi
Dakota does not currently offer toll control  Tr at 23 Dakota intends to install the
new switch and a voice mail system that will be operational by late November. Tr. at 30
The voice mail system would allow the entry of a pre-paid dollar amount and a recording

would inform the consumer when that dollar amount was used up  Tr. at 31

Xvii

Dakota does not currently offer the Lifeline or Link Up program  Tr. at 24 Dakota
will implement the policies on Lifeline and Link Up as required by the FCC and this
Commission Tr at 14




xvin

With respect to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supported by
the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges for those services using
media of general distribution. Dakota states that it currently advertises the availability of
its services throughout its service area Tr at 18 Dakota states that it currently
advertises some of the prices of those services |gd Dakota plans to advertise in all the
newspapers that are provided in its various exchanges Tr at 25 It will also use the radio
media Id

XiX

The Commission finds that Dakota currently provides and will continue to provide
the following services or functionalities throughout its service area (1) voice grade access
to the public switched network. (2) local usage. (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling, (4)
single-party service. (5) access to emergency services, (6) access to operator services.
(7) access to interexchange service (B) access to directory assistance, and (9) toll
blocking for qualifying low-income consumers

XX

The Commission finds that Dakota will provide toll control throughout its service
area prior to January 1, 1998

XXI
The Commission finds that Dakota intends to provide Lifeline and Link Up programs
to qualifying customers throughout its service area consistent with state and federal rules

and orders

XX

The Commission finds that Dakota will advertise the availability of the services
supported by the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor
using media of general distribution  The Commission intends to open a rulemaking docket
to further clarify an ETC's obligation with respect to advertising its services and charges

XXin

Pursuant to 47 U S C § 214(e)(5), the Commission designates Dakota's current
study area as its service area Thus, Dakota's service area consists of the following
exchanges Alsen (253), Beresford Rural (957), Chancellor (647), Dawvis (238), Flyger
(327). Gayville (267). Hurley (238), irene (263). Lennox (647). Monroe (297). Parker (297)
Volin (267). Wakonda (267). and Worthing (372) Exhibit 2




CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
|

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and47USC §214
n

Pursuant to 47 US C § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required to designate a
common carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an eligible
telecommunications carrier (ETC) for a service area designated by the Commission

Pursuantto 47 U S C § 214(e)(1), a common carrier that is designated as an ETC
is eligible to receive universal service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer
the services that are supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either
using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's
services The carrier must also advertise the availability of such services and the rates for
the services using media of general distribution

v

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following
services or functionalities as those supported by federal universal service support
mechanisms (1) voice grade access to the public switched network, (2) local usage, (3)
dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equal; (4) single party service or its
functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency services, (6) access to operator services;
(7) access to interexchange service, (8) access to directory assistance, and (9) toll
limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C F R § 54.101(a)

v

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline
and Link Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 CF R. § 54.405, 47 CFR
§54411

Vi

The Commission concludes that Dakota has met, or will meet, prior to January 1,
1998, the requirements of 47 C F R § 54 101(a)

Vil
The Commission concludes that Dakota intends to provide Lifeline and Link Up

programs to qualifying customers throughout its service area consistent with state and
federal rules and orders




Vil

The Commission concludes that Dakota will advertise the availability of the services
supported by the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor
using media and general distribution The Commuission intends to open a rulemaking
docket to further clanfy an ETC's obligation with respect to advertising its services and
charges

IX

Pursuant to 47 U S C § 214(e)(5). the Commission designates Dakota's current
study area as its service area Thus, Dakota's service area will consists of the following
exchanges Alsen (253) Beresford Rural (957), Chancellor (647). Davis (238). Flyger
(327) Gayville (267), Hurley (238). Irene (263). Lennox (647). Monroe (297). Parker (297)
Volin (267) Wakonda (267). and Worthing (372) Exhibit 2

X

The Commission designates Dakota as an eligible telecommunications carrier for
1ts service area

It1s therefore

ORDERED. that Dakota's current study area 1s designated as its service area, and
itis

FURTHER ORDERED. that Dakota i1s designated as an eligible telecommunications
carrier for its service area

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this _L'_’_//_ day of September 1997
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LABKA SCHOENFELDER, Commssioner
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