BEFORE THE PUBLICUTILINES COMMISSIon ~ RECEIVED
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JUN 09 1997

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC

IN TIHE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF )

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) REQUEST FOR ETC
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR DESIGNATION } DESIGNATION
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) BOCKET TC97-
CARRIER )

Golden West Tefecommunications Coopertise, [ne {Golden West Cooperatis ™) pursuant to 47 United
States Code Section 2144e) and 47 Code of Foderal Regutations Scclion 53,200 hereby sceks from the Public
Liititics Conumission (~Conunission”) designation as i “eligible telccommunications carrier™ within the local
exchange arcis that constitute its senvice aren  In support of This request, Golden West Cooperative offers the

Iollowing

1. Pursiut 02 47 USC § 2040 it is the Commission’s responsibility 1o designate local c,\clnﬁlgc
canlers (“LECS™) as “cligible teleconmunications cartders” ("ETCs™), or in other words, 1o determing which
LECs e assumed unfversal service obligations consistent with ihe Tedenst law und should be deered cligible 1o
teceive federal unbversal service suppoent. Al beast one eligible telecommunications corier is to be designated by
the Conmission for cach service arca in the State. However, in the wase of areas served by “mral telephone
cenpaniey”, the Conunission nuy not desigrale moare than one LEC as an ETC wﬁhoul first Mading that such
additlonal designation would be in thie public interest. Under 47 £FR §.54.2Dl. beginning Januazy 1, 199%, only
telecommunications ¢ardiers thal have regelved deslgnation from the Commission 10 serve as an cligible

telervmumnications carrier within thelr senvice area will be eligible to weecive fodensl undyersal service suppont.

3. Golden West Cooperathve Is the facilities-based logal exchange carrier presently providing loc

exchange teleconnmunications services in the following exchanges:

UTILITIES comMIssioN




Ardimwore, 3D
Soulh Ardmore, NE
Uelvidere, SO
Nuflale Gap, SD
Creighton, 51>
Edgemont, 58

\Wost Edgemont, Wy

{450
{153}
(341)
(1133
437
(O

[G03)

laterior. 5D
Kyle. 5D

Long Vallcy, SD
Mantin, SD
Maurine, $D
Midland, 5D

Milessiile, 5D

Oral, 51
Philip, SD
Pinc Ridge. SD
Chiinn, 8D
Wall, SD
Wasia, SD

White Clay, NE

(424)
859
1867)
(380)
(27
(993)

(302)

Enning. SD (785) Nesv Undenwood, S1) White River, SD {(259)

Faith (Rural). 585 (739) Okclrichs, SD Wichsville, SD (798)
Hayes, SD {567)  South Q¢lrichs, NE Wood, SD (452)

Hot Springs, SD (715}

Golden Wesl Cooperntive to its hnowledge is the only camier today providing local exchange

iclecommunications services in the above Identificd exchange areas.

X Golden West Cooperative In accord with 47 CFR § 54100 offurs ihe following local cachange

Iclccommunications scivices to all consumers throughout its service arca:

Volce grade icoyss to the public switchod network,
Local exchange service including an amount of local usage free of por minute charges under a
Ll ied Jocal sendee pachage and as pan of a nicasured local senvice ollering,
Liaal tone multi-frequency signalting,
Access to amergensy senvices sucli as 70 or endianced 911 public services;
+ AAcCess 10 openMor services;
= Accoss to interenchaige senvice,
« Access to dircctory assistance; and

‘Toll bloching seavice 1o quatified fow-income consumers.




As noted abnve, Golden Wi Cooperative does provide 1ol limitmion service in she Totnt of tofl
“blocking to qualifying, censumers, however, the additional tofl linHation scrvice of “toll control™ as defincd in the
oow FCC universal senviee rles 147 CER § 54.49003)) §s not providod.  Golden West Coopenative is not awase
that any local exchange camier in South Dakota has a current capability to provide such service. The FCC gave
no indication prior 1 ihe release of its of its universal senvice order CC 9741573 that 1ol contro! would be
impused av an ETC sienvice requirement and, 1o our information and belief, as a result, LECs nationwide are not
positicued w0 nuhe the senvice bamediately available.  In order for Golden West Couperative to provide the
senvice, additional wsage tracking and slomge capabilitics will have to be iastalled in its local switching
equipment. AL minimu, e senice requires a switching sofiware upgrade and at this time Golden West
Cooperative by invertigating and attempling to determine whether the necessary soflware has been developed and

wlien it might becuing available.

Acondingly, Goldin West Is Taced with exceptionat circumstances conceming iis ability to mahe the toll
conliol senlce avallable as set forth in the FCC's universal service rules and st roquest 8 waiver from the
requitcinenl to pa ide such service. A s i, a wakvcr for 4 period of onc yeur is reguested. Prior to e ond

of the one year period, Golden West Cooperative wilt report back to the Commiission with specific infermation

Indicating whee the necessan network vpgrades can be made and s sen lee can be nuide vailable 1o assist low

ingome customers The Commission may properly grant a waiver froan the 1ot} control” requirement pursuam to

A7 CHH LML)

1 Gulden West Cooperativg s previously and will continge 1o advenise the availability of its local
evhange senviced in media of generat diaribudon throughout the exchange arcas served  Prior to ihis fiting,
Goldin West Coip has not gencrutly iy ertised the prices cluuged for all of the above-identificd senices. It will

do wo going forwnrd din accord with any specific advertising siandards that the Commission Ruy develop.




5. Basod en the forcgoing, Golden West Coop respectfully roquest that the Commission.

(@} grunt a temporany walver of he requirement io provide “toll ventrol” service; and

th) grant an E1C designation 1o Golden West Coop covering all of the local exchange arcas that

consiiiute s present service area in the State,

Dated this ___ day of June, 1997,

Golden West Telecommunications

Cooperalive, ine.






