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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

N \D.(J'

APPLICATION
Introduction
nmChoice. LLC hereby files this application for telecommunications services
s local exchange services, intral ATA services, and as applicable, interATA services
n South Dakota pursuant 1o S D.C L Sections 49-31.3 _and ARSD 20:10:24.02
r. CommChorce hereby declares and demonsirates its proven fimancial. techmcal and
tal abihities as required
L_Reci

CommChoice. LLC, One River Place. 600 Stevens Port Drive, Suite 150, Dakota

Dunes, SD S7049-5149_ hereby submuts this Apphcation tor a Certificate of Authonty to provide

telecommunication services imcluding local exchan inral ATA services, and as
spplicable. intertL ATA services. in the State of South Dakota pursuant 10 $.D.C L. Sections 49
313 and ARSD 2010 2402

CommChoice will provide telecommunication services ncl

JLATA services and mterLATA servi ts a reseller under the name

600 Stevens Port Drive, Suite 150, Dakota Dunes, SD S7049-5149
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1 Telephone Company

Northwest fowa has been prosidin ommunic services in the state

932 CommChoce will leverage the managenal and technical expenence of
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ARSD 2010240211

WHEREFORI
el ATA access

s the State of South Dakota

Respecttully Submitted
CommChoice
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n Winkel
President

CommChowe. L1C
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

UMITED UABRITY COMPANY

1. J0fCE MAZLLTINE, Sccretary of Stats of the stars
of Scuth Ouksta. hwreby cestify that tha Applicetion fc
a Cerriricate of Autnority of COMMCHOICE L.L
transact business in this su e duly algn
n Cakote Lisited
v have been recelvec in this crfice
end are fourd to con’orm to law
ACCOADINCLY and by virtus of the authority vested !n
mn By law, I heredy lssus this Cestificate or Authority
and attech harato & cuplicats of the application to
transact business In this state unde: the nums of
comuchozce L.L.C

IN TESTIMANY WHEREC), I

(/)’, . 2;{5 £

JUTE WAZCLPIRE7 7
secretary cf State
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APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
CommChoice LLC

Dear Mr Winke:

for a Certfficate of Authority to operate as a
n the State of South Dakota Pursuant to SDCL 49
npanies shall submit a $250 application fee when

SDCL 49-31-3: Each i pany shall file an
application for a certificate of authority with the commission no
less than sixty days prior to initiating any tel icati
service in this state. Each tel ications pany shall
submit a two hundred fifty dollar application fee with its
application which shall be deposited into the gross receipts tax
fund established pursuant to § 49-1A-2

NO! take any action on your apphication until we receive the a

Thank you for your ¢
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

These are the telecommunications service filings (hat Ihe Commission has received for the penod of

04/04/97 through 04/10/97

1 you need a complete copy of a Bing faxed. overnight expressed. or mailed 10 you. please contact Delaine Kolbo within five days of this Fing

DOCKET | DATE INTERVENTION

TITLE/STAFFISYNOPSIS | FILED DEADLINE

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

7C07-035 | toie:

DN AP D,



SDI I ‘ South Dakota Independent
Telephone Coalition, Inc.

Richard D. Coit Bette Do

April 25, 1997

Mr. Bill Bullard, Executive Director
South Dakot: Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol Building

Pierre, SD 57501

RE TC97-035

Dear Bill

Enclosed for filing you will find the original and ten copies of SDITC's Petition to
Intervene in the above referenced docket As indicated by the Certificate of Service, also
provided, all other parties of record have received a copy by US Postal Service

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Sincerely,

.’\\
)4
/
“Richard D. Coi

Executive Director and General Counsel

Jon Winkel




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF

COMCHOICE LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF

AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE EXCHANGE DOCKET TC97-035
ACCESS AND EXCHANGE ACCESS

SERVICES

Petition to Intervene

The South Dakota Independent Telephone Coaliion (*SDITC®) hereby petitions the
Commission for intervention in the above captioned proceeding pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17 1 and
ARSD §§ 20 1001 1502, 20 1001 1503 and 20 10 01 1505 In support hereof, SDITC states

as follows

I SDITC 1s an incorporated organization representing the interests of numerous
cooperative, independent and municipal telephone companies operating throughout the State of
South Dakota

2 As expressly noted in the Bylaws of SDITC, duly adopted by the Coalition, “one of the
primary purposes for the formation and existence of the South Dakota Independent Telephone
Coalition 1s representation by the Coalition before the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission "
The member corpanies of SDITC have delegated 1o the SDITC Board of Directors and its
President the authonity to intervene on their behalf in PUC proceedings which will or might
potentially impact their common interests

3 The application for certification filed by CommChoice, LLC (“CommChoice”) is
unclear as to precisely where in South Dakota the company s seeking authonity to provide

competitive local exchange services  Paragraph 7 of the filed application does indicate that
eventually CommChoice may offer its services throughout the State
4 SDITC member companies operate as incumbent L ECs and “rural telephone

companies” throughout South Dakota  If in fact CommChoice with its oresent application is




secking authonty for existing exchanges areas other th those served by US WEST

Communications, SDITC member companies will be impacted by and have a pecuniary interest in
this docket  To the extent CommChoice secks local service authonty in rural telephone company
service areas or the Commission in this proceeding addresses issues relating to how CommChoice
will be regulated or what types of service obligations may be imposed on the company, SDIT(
member company interests will be affected

S SDITC member companies are especially concerned that any action taken in this
docket be consistent with and not hinder or otherwise affect the Commission's ability under the
Federal Telecommunications Act to appropnately condition competitive entry into “service areas”
operated by “rural telephone companies” (See 47 U S € Sections 251(f(1), 253(b) and 253(f))
The Commission in ruling on other applications for certfication to provide local exchange
telecommunications services, has included language in its final orders preserving its authonty to
address rural safeguard issues in later proceedings pnor to the time that competing providers
actually bewin 1o offer or provide their services in any exchange areas served by rural telephone
companies is SDITC’s position that the same action should be taken in this proceeding

6 Based on the foregoing. SDITC in its authonzed representative capacity is an
interested party to this proceeding and secks intervention herein

SDITC respectfully requests permission to intervene on behalf of its member companies
and an opportunity to be heard in this matter

Dated this 28, day of Apnl. 1997

THE SOUTH DAKOTA INDEPENDENT
TELEPHONE COALITION

e
Rechard D Colf~

Executive Director and General Counsel




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that an original and ten copies of SDITC's Initial Brief was hand delivered
on the 25 4 day of April, 1997, to the following person

William Bullard Jr

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, SD 57501

And a true and correct copy was delivered via the US Postal Service addressed to the following
person

Jon Winkel

President, CommChoice LLC
One River Place
600 Stevens Port Dnve, Suite 150
Dakota Dunes, SD 57049-5149

A
A 4
A L)
Richard D Con/
Executive Director
SDITC
207 East Capitol, Suite 206
Pierre. SD 57501




South Dakota Independent
T'elephone Coalition, Inc.

May 12, 1997
Bette Doz

Mr Bill Bullard

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State Canitol Building

Pierre, SD 57501

RE  Petitions to Intervene in Dockets 1097-034, TC97-035 and TC97-
038 (Applications for local service authonty filed by LDDH, Comchoice,
and L.DM Systems, respectively)

Dear Bill

Please accept this letter as notice that SDITC 1s withdrawing its Petitions to Intervene
filed in the above referenced dockets  The Petiions were filed by SDITC merely to offer
comment, if necessary, 1o ensute that Commussion orders issued on the pending local
service applications are consistel h w the Commission has addressed previous
similar certifications - specifically, that language be included in the orders preserving
rural safeguards provided for under the Federal Telecommunications Act

I've discussed our filings for interve with Tammy Stangor of Staff and she has
indicated that Staff recommendation n the apphications for certificaton will be
consistent with the Commussion’s previous local service orders and will request inclusion
of the necessary rural safeguard language  Accordingly, | am satisfied that our concerns
will be properly addressed and 1 wish to withdraw the SDITC intervention requests

n to the applicant ¢

please

tor and General Counsel




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APP_ICATION OF ) ORDER GRANTING
COMMCHOICE, LLC FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ) CERTIFICATE OF
AUTHORITY TO0 PROVIDE ) AUTHORITY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN )

SOUTH DAKOTA ) TC97-035

! the Public Utilities Commussion (Commisss

apphcation from CommChoice LLC (CommChoice) for a Certificate of Authority

telecorr atons services in South Dakota The application stated “CommChoice wil
provide communications services including local exchange services, intraLATA
services and interLATA services through a combination of reseller and facilities-based
provisioning The spi c products and services are in part dependent upon resale

agree! s entered into with local exchange companies CommChoice will enter into
agreements with local exchange companies for the resale of telecommunications services
These services will be provided by the local exchange company in the same manner they
have been provided in the past Initially. telecommunications services will be offered to
cial and industrial businesses located in South Dakota cities served by U S WEST

esale agreements with other local exchange companies are executed, CommChoice

will expand its service terrtory to include additional ciies  CommChoice requests a waiver

from ARSD 20 10 24 02 (8) which requires tanffs and terms and conditions of service to
be filed The cost to provide local exchange service cannot be estimated until resale
nterconnection agreements between the parties have been reached and contracts

ecuted When the specific costs and contractual arrangements are known. rates and
terms and ¢ 10r 1w he Commission as required by the PUC

On Apnil 10 1997 the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and
1497 to interested individuals and entittes  On Apr
37 South Dakota Indeg nt Telept mpanies (SDITC) filed a petition to

3

ntervention deadiine of Apr C

SDITC withdrew its intervention on May
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As the Commission’s final decision in this matter 1t is therefore

ORDERED that CommChoice's application for a Certificate of Authority to provide
1 effective June 1(

je services is granted 1997 and itis

JRTHER ORDERED the Commission shall authorize CommChoice to offer
n those areas in South Dakota where U S WEST Communicat Inc 1s tr
ycal exchange carner and it 1s

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission finds good cause to wawe
paragraphs (7) (8). and (12) of ARSD 20 10 24 02
/0% day of June. 1997

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

Ll A
JAMES A BURG
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SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company
Within The State Of South Dakota

1s authonzed to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota

the rule

Dated at Pierre ¢

ranted June 3, 1997, effective June 10, 1997

)

Docket No TC97(
This is to certify that

COMMCHOICE, LLC

accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD
1 to all of the conditior d hmitations conta iin
arning it nduct of offering te!

ith Dakota

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION:

-

/7
Ji«M?t A BURG Cha

77 )

N 4 \ ‘
PAM NELEON Com yssicner




August 13, 1997

RECEIVED

Mr. Bill Bullwrd. Executive Director
South Dakota Pubhic Unlliies Commussion
State Capitol Buillding

Pierre. SD 57501

Dear Mr. Bullard

Enclosed please find one onginal and ten copies of the CLEC Telephone Taniff and the
Intrastate Tanft tor CommChoice L.L.C. 1o be filed with the South Dakota Utilities Board

Thank you ter your assistance in this matter

Sincerely

/ ’

4

a e
Paul Bergm

Chief Operating Olficer

Enclosures

600 Stevens Port Dnve. Suite 150 ¢ Dakota Dunes. SD 57049 e (6C5) 2
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