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1€97-007

MAY, ADAM, GERDES & THOMPSON LLP
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501 0160

January 16, 1997

Mr. William Bullard, Jr.
Executive Director

Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol

500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

RE: HICKORY TECH T0M/ AND TEL I0M8
COMPANY OF IOWA; APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTRORITY
FOR LOCAL EXCNANGE SERVICE
Our file: 0220

Dear Mr. Bullard:

Accompanying this letter are the original and ten copies of an
Application for a Certificate of Authority for Heartland
Telecommunications Company of Iowa to provide local exchange
service pursuant to SDCL § 49-31-3. I am also enclosing an extra
copy of the first page of the application. Please date stamp it
and return it to me in the enclosed stamped self-addr ed
envelope.

Also enclosed is our check in the sum of $250 payable to the
Commission as your anticipated filing fee. Please file the
application in your usual manner.

Thank you very much for your assistance. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions.

Yours truly,

MAY, ADAM, GERDES & THOMPSON LLP
p/

ROBERT K. SAHR

RKS:mw

Enclosures

cc: David Christensen, Hickory Tech Corporation
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HEARTLAND Telecommunications Company of lowa response to ARSD
20:10:24:02, Certificate of Authority - application requirements. Z
Myc BLic
AMIss), ON
1) Hickory Tech Corporation, (HTC) 221 E. Hickory Street, Mankato, Minnesota,
56002. Telephone Number: 507-387-1760.

2) Heartland is a v holly owned subsidiary of HTC. Heartland will become
opevanonsl when it takes possession of the local exchanges and will rely upon the
ancial gth and expertise of its parent, HTC.

3) Yes, HTC is a corporation.

a. The state in which HTC is incorporated is Minnesota. HTC
i as a holding y in 1985. Formerly the company’s
stock was known as Mankato Citizens Telephone Company (MCTC).
MCTC is now a subsidiary of HTC. MCTC was formed in 1898.

The location of the registered office is 503 South Pierre Street, Pierre,
South Dakota, 57501; the registered agent is May, Adam, Gerdes &
Thompson LLP.

None

Mankato Citizens Telephone Company, 221 E. Hickory Street,
Mankato, MN, 56002

Amana Colonies Telephone Company, Homestead, lowa, 52236

Mid-Communications, Inc., 221 E. Hickory Street, Mankato, MN,
56002

Cable Network, Inc., 221 E. Hickory Street, Mankato, MN, 56002
Computoservice, Inc., 221 E. Hickory Street, Mankato, MN, 56002
Digital Techniques, Inc., Allen, Texas

Collins Communications Systems, Inc., St. Paul, MN

In addition to minority interest in:

Mid-West Wireless, Mankato, MN

National Independent, Mankato, MN




HEARTLAND Telecommunications Company of lowa response to ARSD
20:10:24:02, Certificate of Authority - application requirements. (Continued)

Not Applicable

The specific ‘elecommunications services Heartland intends to offer is a
basic service package which will be comprised of one-party service with
touch-tone provided out of a digital central office. The provision of
additional service beyond that will be determined on the basis of market
demand and a willingness to pay for the services in the communications
being served.

The type of equipment Heartland will use is a Nortel, DMS 100 Base, with
remote switching equipment in every Heartland exchange.

The geographic areas in which Heartland will offer these services are the
portion of the Hawarden, lowa, exchange and the portion of the Akron,
lowa, exchange located in South Dakota. Please see the attached maps.

Please see for f . in the form of the latest interim
report of HTC, a 1995 annual report and a tariff rate sheet.

The names and audresses of Heartland representatives to which inquiries will
be made are as follows:

Mr. Thomas R. Borchert, President, 221 E. Hickory Street, Mankato, MN,
56002

Mr. Dennis Kilburg, General Manager, 4429 V. Street, Homestead, IA,
52236




HEARTLAND T unications Company of lowa resp to ARSD
20:10.24.02. Certificate of Authority - application requirements.(Continued)

9) (Continued)
Customer service and customer billings will be handled through a
management agreement. HTC will be for g requests for
service activatio. . service repair, moves and adds or changes,
operator assisted calls and directory assistance. HTC service personnel
will be strategically located throughout its service territory in order to provice
HTC's customers with the level of service that will meet their expectations as
well as comply with regulatory guidelines. HTC will monitor the network for
service aff g the 1s twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. in
order to resolve service impairing conditions before the customers experience
service trouble. HTC will do all the billing in lowa and South Dakato providing
the customers with monthly bills that detail both recurring and nonrecurring
charges as appropriate

The states in which Hickory Tech Corporation is registered are as follows

1) Minnesota

2) lowa

3) South Dakota
4) Texas

HTC is firmly committed to providing the best quality telephone service possible
in rural areas within the bounds of good business judgment. We believe that we
can make improvements in the level of service provided to these customers.

Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa, serving customers in lowa,
Minnesota and South Dakato will adopt the rates US West is currently offering
at the time of closing
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HEARTLAND Telecommunications Company of lowa
Exchange Services
Section 3
State of South Dakota Original Sheet No
Issued Effective.

BORDER EXCHANGES

SOU™H DAKOTA RURAL TERRITORY NEAR HAWARDEN, IOWA
A This Tariff applies in the portion of the Hawarden, lowa
exchange located in the State of South Dakota

The Exchange and Network Services for the State of lowa is
hereby made a part of this tariff and applies to this service
except as otherwise provided herein.

A late payment charge applies as specified in the General
Regulations

The rates listed below entitie the customer to service without
other charge within the Hawarden, lowa exchange. The Hawarden
exchange includes, in addition to rural territory in South Dakota
near Hawarden, lowa, the territory in lowa comprising the city of

Hawarden, lowa and vicinity. Extended Area Service is provided to
the Akron and Ireton, lowa and the Alcester and Hudson, South
Dakota exchanges

Monthly Rates
Monthly Usage
Rate Allowance ITEC
gusmess

a.0ne-Party Flat $28.15 n/a
b.Measured Service $24.00

c.Usage Charge,
per minute - $0.03

d.Public Carrier Access  $24.00
Residence
a.One-Party Flat $11.05

b.Basic(Measured) $ 750




HEARTLAND Telecommunications Company of lowa
Exchange Services
Section 3
State of South Dakota Original Sheet No.
Issued Effective

BORDER EXCHAN 3ES
SOUTH DAKOTA RURAL TERRITORY NEAR HAWARDEN, IOWA

B Monthly Rates (Cont)

Monthly Usage
Rate Allowance |TEC

Residence
c.Budget Pac (Measured) $ 9.25 3 hours
d.Value Pac (Measured) $11.40 6 hours

e.Usage charge,
per minute - $0.02
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
OVERYI OF RESULTS OF OPERATIONS AND FINANCIAL CONDITION

FINANCIAL SECTION INDEX

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

MAJOR EVENTS

LTS OF OPERATIONS
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TELEPHONE
OPERATIONS




EQUIPMENT
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(cont)
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SHARENOLDERS EQUITY

ONSOI'JATED STATEMEN
SOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET Years Ended 0
A of December 31




CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
Years Ended December 31

FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Cash Provided From Operations Before Changes
in Assets and Liabilities 17019

Asset

(4,460

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

ASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR

CASH EQUIVA




INSOLIOATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Income Tazes

Basis of Consolidation
Intangible Assets
Financial Statement Presen

re Costs
Capitalized Sottware C

Eanngs Per

Property and Depreciation

Cash Irvestments

Invesiments

lventones
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NOTES 10 CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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FOR THE YEAR: (A)

PER SHARE (8)

AT YEAR ENO:

OTHER DATA:

SELECTED FINANCIAL AND OPERATING DATA




ANNUAL MEETING

TRANSFEr, AGENT, REGISTRAR and DIVIDEND DISBURSING AGENT

NASDAQ LISTING

SHAREHOLDER RELATIONS

INVESTOR RELATIONS

COMMON STGCK DIVIDENDS and PRICES

»ch Corporation




FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Quanter Ended Nie Months Ended
Sepiember 30 September 30

1995

SEGMENT GROSS REVENUES HIC DIVIDENDS PER SHARE

Betors ntersegment Elmmations,

To HTC Shareholders

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE




HICKORY TECH CORPORATIO! THIRD QUARTER, 1996 REPORT
H Y TE JRPOI N WUARTE K AT A GLANCE

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME Quarter Ended Nine Months Ended
v September 30 September 30 e
1995 ' o
OPERATING REVENUES

Tedephane Company

atons P

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES 15871 48,122 46091

Mut Communcations

COSTS AND EXPENSES ¥
10.705 5 "
20514 Amana ( s

08t of Saes

Operating Expense
4063 i ‘ Telephone Comgany
1.494

TOTAL COSTS AND EXPENSES 245 2174 16,776

Cabie: Network. fnc

OPERATING INCOME

OTHER INCOME
INTEREST EXPENSE

INCOME BEFORE INCOME TAXES
INCOME TAXES

NET INCOME

EARNINGS PER SHARE
DIVIDENDS PER SHARE

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
Uranchtes

ASSETS

HIB53
ABO5E

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY TRANSS ER AGENT
REGISTRAR i) DIVIDENT
DISBURSING AGENT

NASDAQ LISTING

INVESTOR AND
SHAREMOLDER

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND SHAREHOLDERS EQUITY
RELATIONS




g\ate of Minnesofe
SECRETARY OF STATE

Certificate of Good Standing

I, Joan Anderson Growe, Secretary of State of Minnesota, do
certify that: The corporation listed below is a corporation
formed under the laws of Minnesota; that the corporation was
formed by the filing of Articles of Incorporation with the
Office of the Secretary of State on the date listed below; that
the corporation is governed by the chapter of Minnesota Statutes

listed below; and that this corporation is authorized to do
business as a corporation at the time this certificate is
issued.

Name: Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa
Date Formed: 07/10/1995
Chapter Governed By: 302A

This certificate has been issued on 12/04/96.




SECRETARY OF STATE FILE NO
STATE CAPITOL RECEIPT NO
500 E. CAPITOL

PIERRE, S.D. 57501-5077

505-773-4845

FAX(605) 773-4550 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

Pursuant to the provisions of SDCL 47-8-7, the undersigned corporation hereby applies for a Ceruficats
of Authority to transact business in the State of Soutn Dakota and for that purpose submits the following
statement.

Heartland Telecommnications Conpany of lo
(Exact corporate name)

1) The name of the corporz 1on is

2) if the name of the corporation does not contain the word “corporation”. “company”. “incorporated”
or “limited” or does not contain an abbreviation of one of such words, then the name of the corporation
with the word o abbreviation which it slects 1o add thereto for use in this state is

3) State where incorporated ——_" 05013 Federal Taxpayer ID# _S171833%01

4) The date of its incorporation 1s 612819 and the period of its
duration, which may be s perpetual

5) The address of s pnncipal office in the state or country under the laws of which 1t s ncorporated s

221 bast Hickory Street; Mankato, MN Zip Coce L

mailing address | different from above is

Boyx 3748; Mankato, MN Zip Code 25032

6) The streer address. or a statement that there 1S no street address. of 'ts proposed registered office in

503 S0. Pierre St.; P.O. Bax 160; Perre, 57501~
the State of South Dakota 1s 503 50+ Pierre St.; P.O. Box 160; Pierre, 4 2ip 57501-0160
and the name of its proposed registered agent n the State of South Dakota at that acdress s

May, Adam, Gerdes & Thompson, LLP

(7) The purposes which it proposes to pursue in the transaction of business in the State of Soutn Dakota
are: (state specific purpose)

Provision of telephone/telecamunications service to end user custauer

over landline connections.

8) The names and respective addresses of its directors and officers are

Name Officer Title Street Adaress
See Attached List

9) The aggregate number of shares which it has authority t0 issue, itemized by classes, par value of shares,
shares without par value, and senies, ff any, within a class Is.

Number Par value per share or statement that shares are

of shares Class Senes without par value

10,000 Conmon One Ce ) e P




(10) The aggregate number of ts 1ssued shares. temized by classes, par value of shares, shares without
par value, and series, f any, within a class, is
Par value per share or statement that shares are

Number
without par value

Class Series

(11) The amount of its stated capital 1s 5 Ll =
sued umes par value equals stated capial In

the consideration receivec for the issued shares.

anied by a CERTIFICATE OF FACT or a CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

aving custody of corporate records in the

the case of no par value stock, stated capital

(12) This application is accomp:
duly acknowledged by the secretary of state or other officer
state or country under whose laws it /s incorparated

3) That such corporation shall not diractly or indirectly combine or make any contract with any incorporated
company. foreign or domestic, through their stockhoiders or the trustees or assigns of such stockhalders,
or with any coparinership or association of persons, or i any manner whatever 1o fix the prces, limit

ction or regulate the ransportation of any product of commodity 50 as 0 prevent competition

In SuCh prices. Production of Iransporaton or to establish excessive prices therefor
(14) That such corporation, as a consideration of its bemng permitted to begin or continue doing busiNess
within the State of South Dakota. will comply with all the laws of the said State with regard 1o foreign
corporatons
The application must be signed, in the presence of a notary public, by the chairman of the boara of directors.
ar by the president or by another officer
| DECLARE AND AFFIRM UNDER THE PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THIS APPLICATION IS IN ALL THINGS.
TRUE AND CORRECT. 1/

( “f/
Dated ___Locgwlie 2 19 1l e (4
ignature) D. A.

V. i
Statmot 2 A0CSO0S Tile) Secretary
Countyof _Blue Farth (Tirte) Secretary

T day of Decenber ' pefore me _D:-A- Christensen
pe v apgeared before me, Anita L. Johnsor, known to me, or proved to me. to be
the Hecretary of the that is described in and that executed the
within instrument and acknowledged to me that such CDPDO(J[IQ" executed ?amn
Lste X Helig

oo o . 1 (Notary Public)
Notarial Seal e CaE T

My Commussion

B e

The Consent of Appointment below must be signed by the registered agent listed in number six.

CONSENT OF APPOINTMENT BY THE REGISTERED AGENT

. hereby give my consent to serve as the

(name of registered agent)

agent for
{corporate name)

19 ——

(signature of registered agent)
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Line (8): Names and Addresses of Directors and Officers

Name
Thomas R Borchert
Robert D. Alton, Jr
David A. Chnstensen
Larry L. Morales
Thomas G. Riley
Dennis R. Kilburg
Lyle T. Bosacker
Robert K. Else
James H. Holdrege
Lyle G. Jacobson
R. Wynn Keamey, Jr
Starr J. Kirklin
Brett M. Taylor, Jr

Officer Title
President. CEO
Vice President
Vice President. CFO, Treasurer, Secretary
Vice President. Network
Vice President, Marketing
Vice President. Operations
Director

Drector
Director

Dwrector
Diector

Street Address
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hckory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hickory Street
221 East Hckory Sreet
221 East Hickory Street

City, State
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankato, MN
Mankaio, MN
Mankaio, MN
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SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION

I, Joan Anderson Growe, Secretary of State of
Minnesota, do certify that: articles of Incorporation,
duly signed and acknowledged under oath, have been filed on
this date in the Office of the Secretary of State, for the
incorporation of the following corporation, under and in
accordance with the provisions of the chapter of Minnesota
Statutes listed below.

This corporation is now legally organized under the
laws of Minnesota.

Corporate Name: Heartland Tel ications c
of Iowa

Corporate Charter Number: 8T-794

Chapter Formed Under: 302A

This certificate has been issued on 07/10/1995.
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MAY, ADAM, GERDES & THOMPSON 109869
WARREN W. MAY -THOMAS C. ADAM

DAVID A. GERDES -CHARLES M. THOMPSON !
ROBERT B. ANDERSOI. -BRENT A. WILBUR )

oare_Jan. 15, 1997

.D. Public Utilities Commission $ 250.00
D—




FULLY COMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

These are the telecommunications service ilings that the Commission has received for the period of

01/10/97 through 01/16/97

1t you need a complete copy of a hiling fared, overnight expressed. of mailed 10 you, please contact Delaine Kolbo within five days of this filing,

DOCKET J DATE lINYERVENYION

NUMBER TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS FILED DEADLINE

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

l Applicaton by Spant Spectr LP toraC ate of Authonty cperate as a telecommunicabons company within the state
of South Dakota (Statf THKC) Apphcant proposes to offer basic 1+ long distance services and eventually will expand fts
services offerings to include calling card. prepaid calling card and toll free service products

Applicaton by BeliSouth Long Distance, Inc for a Certificate of Authonty to operate as a telecommunications company within

the state of South Dakota. (Statf TH/CH) Applicant proposes to intially offer proprietary cards for calls made primarily by the

1Pany’s customer base resiiin de South Dakota when they travel into South Dakota for business or pleasure In the
ure_the Company plans to expand its customer base to include South Dakota residential and business customers

TCe7-004

by Heanl ommunications Company of lowa for a Certficate of Authorty to operate as a
TC87-007 o munications company within the state of South Dakota (Staf HB/KC) Applicant has purchased two exchanges. the
Hawarden exchange and the Akron exchange. from U S WEST Communications that extend nto South Dakota

THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996 FILINGS

S WEST Communications, Inc. requesting the Commussion to allow U S WEST to implement an
> ned 36-month penod The ICAM s hmited to one time.

t network rearrangements and business office

ence and use by U S WEST's competitors. and to faciltate U S

change service provder Because no cutrent of proposed rate

recover all of these extraordinary, one-time or start-up costs, U S WEST

ality of such costs. U S WEST requests expeditious Commission treatment of this

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS

cm®
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GERDES & THOMPSON LLP

s Tw PiER meer

MaAy. ADAM,

PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA $7501-0160

February 3, 1997

RECFIVED

FEB 41897
Mr. Harlan Besc, Deputy Director 5
Fixed Utilities Division SOUTH DAF M\M;ré'NC
Public Utilities Commission UTILITIES COMMIS
State Capitol
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

RE: HICKORY TECH / AND TEL 'IONS
COMPANY OF IOWA; SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSES TO APPLICATION
FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
Our file: 0220
Dear Mr. Bullard:
Accompanying this letter are the original and ten copies of the
Supplemental Responses to the Application for a Certificate of
Authority. I am also enclosing an extra copy of the first page of
the application. Please date stamp it and return it to me in the
enclosed stamped self-addressed envelope.

Thank you very much for your assistance. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions.

Yours truly,

H,AY, ADAM, GERDES & THOMPSON LLP
fons

ROBERT K. SAHR

RKS:mw

Enclosures

cc: David Christensen




RECEIVED

1 1897
Sour}

UTILIT K OTA PUBL
SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSES TO "Es OMMIssion

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
OF HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IOWA
TC97-007

T Is Heartland’s address and telephone number the same as Hickory Tech
Corporation’s? If nut, please provide the address and telephone number for Heartland.

RESPONSE. Yes, Heartland's address and telephone are the same as Hickory
Tech Corporation’s.

Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa, using the corporate name of
“Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa, d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation”
in South Dakota, not Hickory Tech Corporation, is the applicant for the Certificate of
Authority with the SDPUC.

Originally, Heartland planned to use the corporate name of “Heartland
Telecommunications Company of lowa” in South Dakota. However, due to two other
corporations uar\sactong business in South Dakota with similar names, Heartland

pany of lowa will operate under the name of Heartland
Telecommunications Company of lowa, d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation. Exhibit A
contains the Secretary of State’s Certificate of Authority and the supporting
documentation.

2 Provide a copy of the lowa Utilities Board’s order granting a certificate
of public convenience and necessity to Heartland.

RESPONSE. Attached as Exhibit B is a copy of the State of lowa’s Order
Granting Motion to Strike, Approving Settlement, Approving Discontinuance,
Approving Transfer of Certificates, and Terminating Docket, issued May 30, 1996.
As the Docket details on page 10, the lowa Utilities Board will not be considering
Heartland’s application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity until the
transfer of the Akron and Hawarden, lowa, exchanges from U S WEST. U S WEST
is scheduled to transfer the exchanges and the certificate in early to mid-April of 1997
(tentatively April 10, 1997).

While the Docket refers to Hickory Tech Corporation, Heartland Telecommunica-
tions Company of lowa will own the exchanges and will be the party named in the
lowa certificate. Heartland will become operational when it receives the exchanges
from U S WEST.




3. Provide a copy of the Federal C icati C ‘s order
approving Heartland’s request for study area waivers, price cap waivers and Section

214 waiver.

RESPONSE. The FCC order is pending at this time.

4. Provide answers to ARSD 20:10:24:02(3) for Heartland, not its parent.

(3)

RESPONSE.

If the applicant is a corporation:

(a)

The state in which it is incorporated, the date of incorpora-
tion, and a copy of its certificate of incorporation or, if it is
an out-of-state corporation, a copy of its certificate of
authority to transact business in South Dakota from the
Secretary of State;

The location ot its principal office, if any, in this state and
the name and address of its current registered agent;

The names and of any cor iation,
partnership, cooperative, or individual holding a 20 percent
or greater ownership or management interest in the appli-
cant corporation and the amount and character of the
ownership or management interest;

The names and addresses of subsidiaries owned or con-
trolled by the applicant;

The state in which Heartland is incorporated is Minnesota,
effective July 10, 1995. Exhibit A contains a copy of
Heartland’s Certificate of Authority to Transact Business in
South Dakota from the Secretary of State.

Heartland does not have a principal office in this state; the
location of its principal office is 221 East Hickory Street,
Mankato, Minnesota, 56002. The registered agent in
South Dakota is: Robert K. Sahr of May, Adam, Gerdes &
Thompson LLP, 503 South Pierre Street, Pierre, South
Dakota, 57501-0160, 605-224-8803.




NA-S

NS @

Heartland T Company of lowa is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Hickory Tech Corporation.
Because Heartland is not yet operational, no financial
statements have been prepared. However, copies of
Hickory Tech Corporation’s financial statements appear in
Heartland’s January 16, 1997, Application for Certificate
of Authority.

3d) N/A
How does the applicant, Heartland, answer ARSD 20:10:24:02(11)?

(11) A detailed description of how the applicant intends to market its
services, the qualifications of its marketing sales personnel, its
target market, whether the applicant engages in any multilevel
marketing, and copies of any company brochures used to assist
in the sale of services.

RESPONSE. Heartland is firmly committed to providing the best quality
telephone service possible in rural areas within the bounds of good business judgment
We believe that we can make improvements in the level of service provided to these
customers.

The applicant will be using bill stuffers, newspaper and radio advertisements
to market their services. The applicant is not planning to use multilevel marketing.

Heartland will use the name of “Heartland Telecommunications Company of
lowa, d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation” when it transacts business in this state.

6. Enclosed is a map of the Hawarden exchange for the South Dakota area
proposed to be served by Heartland. As you can see from the map there is a conflict
between the present maps on file with the SDPUC and the map submitted by
Heartland. Please work with U S WEST and submit a map for the Alcester and
Hawarden exchanges that agree on a boundary.

RESPONSE. The present map on file with the SDPUC on behalf of U S WEST
is the correct map. Please disregard the map that was included in Heartland's
January 16, 1997, Application for Certificate of Authority. Enclosed as Exhibit C are
the present maps on file with the SDPUC for the Akron and Hawarden exchanges.
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AFFIDAVIT

State of Minnesota
)ss
County of Blue Earth )

Thomas R. Borchert, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and says
that he is the President of Mankato Citizens Telephone Company;
that he has read the Application for Certificate of Authority and
supplemental responses and knows the contents thereof, and that the

same is true of his own knowledge.

'%’p»u Oy / = );?flc 41/4,‘.7

Thomas R. Borchert, President
Mankato Citizens Telephone Company

Subscribed and sworn to before me this rt day of January,
1997.

LAy ".:/’1/
Notary Public

(SEAL) Notary Print Name: ///
My Commission Expires:
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

I, JOYCE HAZELTINE, Secretary of State of the State
of South Dakota, hereby certify that the Application for
a Certificate of Authority of HEARTLAND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IOWA (MN) to transact
business in this state duly signed and verified pursuant
to the provisions of the South Dakota Corporation Acts,
have been received in this office and are found to
conform to law

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue of the authority vested in
me by law, I hereby issue this Certificate of Authority
and attach hereto 2 duplicate of the application to
transact business in this state under the name of
HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IOWA, D/B/A
HICKORY TECH CORPORATION.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal cf the
State of South Dakota, at
Pierre, the Capital, this
January 31, 1997

CE"HAZELTINE
Secretary of Sta




RETARY OF STATE FILE NO
CAPITOL RECEIPT NC

500 £ CAPITOL > ) RECEIVED

PIERRE. 5.0 57501-5077 5 j "

605-773-4845 ) JAN

FAX(605) 773-4550 _ 3 . ®£PPLICATJDN FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY’ 1 e

S0 SEC. OF
“ursuﬁ he_Movisions { 47-8.7, indersigned corporation hereby applies for a Certificate
of Autnofity the State eth Dakota and for that purpose submits the following

statement [ [] ﬁ‘

wiheriamell caion it eartland Telecommunicat
£, \yﬁ‘ (Exact corporate name)
J 5‘\{

Ir d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation

t o
(2) f the name of the corporation does not contain the word “corporation”, “company”. “incorporated
or “limited” or does not contain an abbreviation of one of such words, then the name of the corporation
with the word or abbreviation which 1t elects to add thereto for use in this state is

3) State where Minnesota Federal Taxpayer D8 _41-1834561

7/19,

and the period of its

(4) The date of its s 5 :
duration. which may be 5 perpetual

{5) The acoress of s principal office in the state or coumry under the laws of whnich 1t 1S Incorporatec s

221 East Hickory Street; Mankato, MN Zio Code 55002

mailing address i differem from above is
P.0. Box 324E: Mankato, MN Zip Code 23002

(6] The streer acdress. or 3 statement that there S No street address, of its proposed registered office in
the State of South Dakot is 03 50 Pierre St.; P.O. Box 160; Prerre, S Zo 57501-0160
and the name of its proposed registerec agent n the State of South Dakota at that adaress s
Robert K. Sahr of May, Adam, Gerdes & Thompson LLP.

7) The purposes which it proposes 10 pursue in the transaction of business in the State of South Dakota
are (state specific purpose)

1+ of telephone/telecommunications service $0 enc

d line connections.

8) The names ana respective addresses of its directors and officers are

Name Officer Title Street Adaress

\ttached List

19) The aggregate number of shares which it Nas authorrty 10 ISSue. itemizec Dy classes, par value of shares.
shares without par value. anc series. if any. within a class is

Number Par value per snare or statement that shares are
of shares Class Seres without par value

10,000 o One Cent Per Share Par Value




(10) The aggregate number of its 1sSueC shares, Memized by classes. par value of shares, shares without
par value, and series, if any. within a class. s

Par value per share or statement that shares are
Series without par value
t Per Share Par Value

Number
of shares Class
1,000 Coemon One Cen

(11) The amount of ts stated capital is § L0 0C
Shares issued umes par value equals statec capnal
the consideration received for the issued shares.

(12) This application 1s accompanied by a CERTIFICATE OF FACT or a CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING
duly acknowledged by the secretary of state or other officer having custody of corporate records in the
state or country under whose laws It 1S incorporatec.

In the case of no par value stock, stated capital is

(13) That such corporation shall not directly or indirectly combine or make any contract with any incorporated
company, foreign or domestic. through their stockholders or the trustees or assigns of such stockhoiders,
Or with any coparnersnip of associauon of persons, or in any manner whatever to fix the prices. limit
the production or regulate the transportation of any product or commodity SO as to prevent competition
1N SUCh prices, Production or Iransportation of 1o establisn excessive prices therefor

(14) That such corporation, as a consideration of its being permitied to begin or continue doing business
within the State of South Dakota, will comply with all the laws of the said State with regard to foreign

corporations.

The application must be signed. in the presence of a notary public, by the chairman of the board of directors,

or by the president or by another officer

| DECLARE AND AFFIRM UNDER THE PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THIS APPLICATION IS IN ALL THINGS,

TRUE AND CORRECT f) /
(<

¢S:qnnuup D. A. ristensen
V.p. clro/Sepogtory
M t
St of e (Title) Secretary

County of _Blue Earth

2nd Deceaber 1 96 . bafors me D.A. Christensen

before me, Anita L. Johnsor, o 3 e ol e
the _Secretary of the corpor that is in and that exacuted the
within instrument and acknowiledged to me that such corwﬁuun exec:

1 lniZe u-:-(). Q’ftf/’m”

e meas | oy Pusie
Notarial Se v COMMLMON LIPWES 81 @0

Dated __Vecoembin. 2 19 GG

On this

My Commission

R e R e s e e e e e s

The Consent of Appointment below must be signed by the registered agent listed in number six.

CONSENT OF APPOINTMENT BY THE REGISTERED AGENT
Robert K. Sahr hereby give my consent to serve as the
{name of registered agent)
registered agent for Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa d/b/a
(corporate name) Hickory ‘CLS:N Corporation

Dated __January 31 49 97 Labor kK d
(signature of registered agent)




Line (8): Names and Addresses of Directors anc Officers

Officer Title Street Address
Presoen, C=0 221 Zast Hoxory Sreet
Vice Presoent 221 Zast Micxory Syeet
Vice Presdent, CFO, Treasurer, Secretary Zast Hcxory Srest
Vice Srescent. Netwark €&
Vice Presdent. Manesng

James H. Holarege

Lyle G Jacocson

£ Wynn Keamey,
2 o Kinan

3ren M. Tayior, Jr
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SECRETARY OF STATE

Certificate of Good Standing

I, Joan Anderson Growe, Secretary of State of Minnesota, do
certify that: The corporation listed below is a corporation
formed under the laws of Minnesota; that the corporation was
formed by the filing of Articles of Incorporation with the
Office of the Secretary of State on the date listed below; that
the corporation is governed by the chapter of Minnesota Statutes
listed below; and that this corporation is authorized to do
business as a corporation at the time this certificate is
issued.

Name: Heartland Telecommunications Company of Iowa
Date Formed: 07/10/1995
Chapter Governed By: 302A

This certificate has been issued on 12/04/96.

Secretary of State
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HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY
OF IOWA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

RESOLUTION

The Board of Directors of Heartland Telecommunications Company
of lowa, a corporation incorporated under the law of Minnesota, hereby
resolves as follows

That in order to comply with the provisions of SDCL $§ 47-2-38 and
47-8-7, Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa adopts the
name of Heartland Telec -ations Company of lowa d.b.a
Hickory Tech Corporation for the purpose of transacting business in
the State of South Dakota

This Resolution 1s adopted by the Heartland Telecommunications
Company of lowa Board of Directors this 29th day of January, 1997

CERTIFICATE

| HEREBY CERTIFY That the foregoing is a true and correct copy
of the Resolution and the Board of Directors passed unanimously such
Resolution at a meeting held on January 29, 1997

HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COMPANY OF IOWA

By Qﬁﬂw"] (( (_(u_ A

David A. Christensen, Secretary
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HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY
OF IOWA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESOLUTION

The Board of Directors of Heartland Telecommuni-
cations Company of lowa, a corporation incorporated
under the law of Minnesota, hereby resolves as follows:

That in order to comply with the provisions of SDCL
§§ 47-2-38 and 47-8-7, Heartland Telecommuni-
cations Company of lowa adopts the name of
Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa

d.b.a. Hickory Tech Corporation for the purpose of
transacting business in the State of South Dakota.

This Resolution is adopted by the Heartland Telecom-
munications Company of lowa Board of Directors this
29th day of January, 1997.
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STATE OF IOWA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

UTILITIES BOARD

INRE.

U S WELT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.,
HICKORY TECH CORPORATION,
ALPINE COMMUNICATIONS, L.C., DOCKET NO. SPU-96-3
BUTLER-BREMER MUTUAL
EPHONE CO., DUMONT
PHONE COMPANY, AND SOUTH
CENTRAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC

ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO STRIKE,
APPROVING SETTLEMENT, APPROVING DISCONTINUANCE,
APPROVING TRANSFER OF CERTIFICATES, AND TERMINATING DOCKET

(Issued May 30, 1996)

1. BACKGROUND
On March 1, 1996, U S West Communications, Inc. (U S West), Hickory

Tech Corporation (Hickory Tech), Alpine Communications, L.C. (Alpine), Butler-

Bremer Mutual Telephone Co., (Butler-Bre mer), Dumont Teieph C

pany

(Dumont), and South Central Communications, Inc. (South Central), filed 2 joint

1 for ap ofa Pl i of service, and the

transfer of certificates. The appli entered into for the sale of

exchanges, which provided for the transfer of all the physical assets of U S West

and the transfer of its certificates of public convenience and necessity relating to

EXHIBIT B




DOCKET NO. SPU-95-3
PAGE 2

these exchanges. Utilities Board (Board) review of the filing is pursuant to IOWA

CODE §§ 475.77 (re ). 476.20(1) ). and 476 29(3)
(certificate transfer). Hickory Tech intends to purchase 11 exchanges with 11,854
access lines; Alpine, seven exchanges with €,378 access lines; South Central,

three exchanges with 2,30¢ ascess lines; Dumont, one exchange with 818 access

lines; anc Butler-Bremer, one exchange with 912 access lines.

The Board set the matter for hearing on April 17, 1996. In the same order,
the Boarc granted the petition to intervene filed by ATAT Communications of the
Midwest, Inc. (AT&T)

On April ZZ"1998, the Consumer Advocate Division of the Department of

Justice (Consumer Advocate), U S West, and the other applicants filed a joint

motion for approvai of 2 settiement ag| 1t The provided the
parties would agree to an increase in U S West's depreciation reserve for
subseguent ratemaking and book purposes by $7.5 million and the purchasers

would freeze local service rates for payers in the p

months. AT&T was not a signatory to the settlement.
AT&T and U S West filed 2 joint statement of issues on April 25, 1835,
The hearing in this matter was held April 25, 1996. Initial briefs were fiied on
May 3, 1936, by the joint applicants, Consumer Advocate, and AT&T. On May 10,

1996, all filed reply briefs. The joint applicants also filed a motion to strike portions
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DOCKET NO. SPU-96-3
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of AT&T's post hearing brief referming to evidence in Docket No. RPU-85-11, which

is not included in the evidence in this docket. The motion to strike will be granted

Il. ISSUES

The issues contested in this docket focus upon whether the proposed

\s are to yers or to the public generaliy. IOWA CODE
§ 476.77(3)"d" and "e” (1995). The other standards in IOWA CODE §§ 476.77(3)
and 476.29(3), as well 2s in IOWA ADMIN. CODE 188-7.12(5) (1998), are satisfied
in the joint applicants’ filing

A. TREATMENT OF THE GAIN

One issue in this ding i the oithe gain that U S

West will receive from the sale. AT&T argued that booking the entire gain below

the line where it would benefit only sh s would be to
ratepayers. In addition, AT&T ciaimec the gan may be substantialiy more than the
projected $15 million if U S West is able to take advantage of the like-kind
exchange provisions of the Interal Revenue Code

The joint applicants replied that the treatment of the gain is only relevant in a
subsequent rate case. They also claimed thal the like-kind exchange provisions in
the Internal Revenue Code only allow deferment of the gain, not avoidance

Consumer Advocate argued the price was in line with similar sales of rural




DOCKET NO. SPU-85-3
PAGE ¢
exchanges in other states and the gain does not provide grounds for disallowing a
reo3anization

The uoard has aiready ruled in related Docket No. DRU-86-1, issued
March 22, 1935, that the ultimate treatment of the gain in setting rates cannot be
determined at this &me. The effect of the gain on rates, if any, must wait untiil U S

West's next rate case. The issue of the treatment of the gain does not provide a

basis for rejection in this reorga nization review. However, the Board will ;ét:—uife

U S West to maintain adequate records to be able to show the actual gain after tax
in its next rate case filing.
B. ACCESS CHARGES

ATET objected that the access charges in the sold exchanges would

increase by approximately 70 percent in the first year. While the charges are

proposed to d in ding years, it noted the initial increase is
substantial. AT&T claimed the increase will be paid either by interexchange
carriers or passed on to its customers.

The joint applicants claimed AT&T's objecti g il d access

charges wouid prevent U S West from selling any of its rural exchanges. Rural
exchanges have higher costs than the average of all U S West exchanges, so they
argued that a sale to any buyer would likely result in increased access rates. The

joint applicants also noted U S West had negotiated the phase-down of access
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rates from the National Exchange Carriers Association (NECA) rates that similarly-
situated rural independent companies typically charge. This was claimed to benefit
all interexchange carriers. Consumer Advocate argued the increase in access
rates will have only 2 de minimis effect in light of AT&T's lowa jurisdictional

revenue. It noted that the legi has ined that small

companies should not be rate regulatec and AT&T should seek a remedy with the

legisiature
The Board would consider the increase in access rates, with no

comresponding decrease to local service rates, undesirable if the higher NECA rates

were scheduled to continue. However, with the proj
from the NECA raies, the temporary increase in access rates does not provide a
reason to reject the reorganization. The Board has no authority to prevent the sale
of exchanges on the grounds the sale is by a rate-regulated utility to a nonrate-
regulated utility, and the proposed rate policies of the buyers are reasonable.
c. HIGH-COST FUND

AT&T claimed the buyers may receive payments from the Federal high-cost
fund, established to protect the affordability of telephone service in high-cost areas.
Because the fund is paid for by interexchange carriers, AT&T argued such
payments would increase its costs, which in tum would be passed through fo its

customers.
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The Board considers this claim far too speculative to provide any basis to
reject the reorganization. Not only is it unclear whether the buyers would ever
receive payments from the fund under existing conditions, but also under § 254 of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the entire universal service program is

currently under review by a Federal/State joint board. No one can know at this time

whether the reorganization will have any effect on the high-cost fund

D. COST/BENEFIT ANALYSIS

ATE&T argued that, with the sale, the relatively new remote switches of U S
West will be reptaced within 18 months. It claimed this is not an efficient use of
resources. The joint applicants replied that updating of plant in rural areas without
an increase.in customer rates is 2 benefit to ratepayers and the public. Consumer
Advocate noted that the Board has not fimited its costbenefit analysis under IOWA
CODE § 476.77 to a doliar-for-dollar matching. The review requires a more
generalized weighing of the value of the benefits to the ratepayers and the public.

The Board believes AT&T has failed in this docket to make a persuzsive
case that the benefits to the public do not outweigh the costs of the reorganization.
The buyers appear to be ready. willing, and able to provide comparable service to
customers. It is apparent from the details of the transactions that the buyers have a
strong desire to provide quality service at reasonablg rates to these rural

exchanges. On the other hand, U S West, by its actions, has made it clear in lowa
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and elsewhere that providing lozal service to cenain rural exchanges is nc longer 2
carporate prionity. It remains tc be s2en whether the new management ultimately
provides more efiicient service than U S West However, from the current

perspective, botn the concrete facts in this record and the intangibles assosiated

witn the buyers' desire 1o serve in rural ges favor the cc ion of the

reorgani . the d 1ce of service, and the transfer of the certificates

The Board will not disapprove the reorganization.

lll. SETTLEMENT

Tne Boarc has reviewad the settiement fe i filed by the joint
applicants and Consumer Advozate. The first substantive point in the settiement
involves the treatment of the gain from the sale by U S West, both for accounting

purposes and also as 2 guide for the positions of the settiement parties in future U

S West ratemaking proceedings. The second ive point is the ise: of
the buyers not te raise local exchange rates for 12 months after the assumption of
service. Both of the substantive agresments between the joint applicants and
Consumer Advocate are benefisial to ratepayers and the public. The Board will
approve the settiement agreement as reasonable in light of the whole record,
consistent with law, and in the public interest

The Board's approval of the settlement alters the ruling in U S West

Communicaigns_lnc., Docket No. DRU-96-1, to the extent that U S West,
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concurrently with the sale of the exchanges, will its d i 1 reserve
by $7.5 million in its regulatory accounts Any additional gain will be treated for
accounting purposes as below-the-line income. It is understood that U § Wes: and
Consumer Advocate have agreed to support that division of the gain from the sale

in U S West's next rate case. However, the Board's ruling in Docket No. DRU-36-1

that the Board cannot determine at this time whether the gain (or any part of the

gain) will be retained by the seller’s shareholders is not altered by the Board's
approval of the settiement. Parties other than those in this docket may support

positions contrary to the settlement in any future rate case. The Board must retain

4

to make the approp| cision regarding the ratemaking
treatment of the gain basec on the record in the next rate case See Office of
Consumer Advocate v_State Commerce Commission, 395 NW.2¢ 1, 7 (lowa

1986)

V. FINDINGS OF FACT
T The increases in switched access rates by the buyers in the first vear
to NECA rates, followed by subsequent decreases back to U S West's current
rates, do not provide a basis for the Board to disapprove the sale of exchanges

2 Itis impossidle to determine at this time whether the sale of

exchanges will impact the Federal high-cost fund.
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3 It is reasonable to find that the benefits to ratepayers and the public
from the sale of these exchanges outweigh the costs of the saie

4. The settiement agreement between the joint applicants and
Consumer Arivocate filed in this docket is reasonable in light of the entire record,

consistent with law, and in the public interest.

V. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter of

this proceeding. IOWA CODE §§ 476.77, 476.20(1), and 476.29(3)
2 The ratemaking treatment of the gain from the sale of exchanges
cannot be determined in this proceeding and must wakt until U S West's next rate

case. Ses Office of Consumer Advocate v, State Commerce Commission, 395

N.W.2d 1, 7 (lowa 19885).

VI. ORDERING CLAUSES
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1 The Uiilities Board will not disaliow the proposed sale of 23 exchanges by
U S West Communications, Inc., to the buyers listed in the caption.
v & Upon the completion of the transfer of ownership of the assets to the
buyers, the Board approves the discontinuance of service by U S West to the 23

exchanges.
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8. On or before 20 days after the transfer of ownership of the assets, the
buyers shall file appropriate tarifis and service territory maps for the affected
exchanges. During the Board review of these findings, the buyers will be allowed to
provide service under the terms of the existing U S West tariffs and pursuantto U S

West's certificate of public ez ce and ity. Upon

of the tarifis anc

service tertitory maps, the portions of the certificate of U S West covering the affected

ges wili be transferred o the buyers.

4. U S West's shall maintain adequate records to be able to show the actua
gain after tax from the sale reviewed in this docket. Its next rate case filing shall include
an accurate and verifiable calculation of the actual gain after tax.

5. The settiement agreement filed on April 25, 1996, by the joint applicants
and the Consumer Advocate Division of the Department of Justice is approved

6. The motion to strike portions of AT&T's post-hearing brief filed by the joint
applicants is granted.

7. Docket Nc. SPU-96-3 is terminated.

8. Motions and objections not previously granted or sustained are denied or

overruled. Any not iically add d in this order is rejected either as
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not supported by the evidence or as not being of sufficient persuasiveness to wamrant

comment.

UTILITIES BOARD

ATTEST:

Js/Raymond K Vawter Jr. = /o/EmmitJ George Jr
Executive Secretary

Dated at Des Moines, lowa, this 30th day of May, 1985.
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ) ORDER GRANTING
HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATE OF
COMPANY OF IOWA D/B/A HICKORY TECH ) AUTHORITY
CORPORATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF )

AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ) TC97-007
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN )

SOUTH DAKOTA )

On January 16, 1997, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission), in accordance with
SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02, received an application for a certificate of authonty from
Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation (Heartiand)

Heartland seeks authonty to operate as a telecommunications company and provide local
exchange service within the state of South Dakota A proposed tanff was filed by Heartland The
geographic areas in which Heartland will offer these services are the portion of the Hawarden, lowa
exchange and the portion of the Akron, lowa. exchange located in South Dakota Heartland
purchased 11 exchanges from U S WEST Communications. Inc (TC96-089). two of which extend
into South Dakota The purchase was approved by the lowa Utiities Board on May 30. 1996

On January 16, 1997 the Commussion electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the
intervention deadline of January 31, 1997, to interested individuals and entities  No petitions to
intervene or comments were filed and at its regularly scheduled March 4, 1997, meeting, the
Commussion considered Heartland's request for a certificate of authonty Commission Staff
recommended granting a certificate of authonity

The Commission finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Chapter 49-31
specifically 49-31-3 and ARSD 20 10 24 02 and 20 10 24 03 The Commission finds that Heartland
has met the legal requirements established for the granting of a certificate of authonity Heartland
has, in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 sufficient financial and
c to offer services in South Dakota The Commission approves
Heartland's application for a certificate of authonty As the Commission's final decision in this
matter. it is therefore

ORDERED that Heartland's application for a certificate of authority is hereby granted
effective Apnl 10 1997, as requested by Heartland Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that Heartland shall file informational copies of tanff changes with the
Commussion as the changes occur

Dated at Pierre_ South Dakota. this _J | ”; day of March, 1997

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

The undersgned hereby cerfies that thes
Gocument has bean sersed today upon i partes of

. 7
20
recon in s docket as bsted on the et saroce /
{05 1 B ke e bt o B ot e oy,
ES A BURG Chanrrw

) /(L

PAM NELSON. Commissioner
i 2> . 7/

2, //.u'-u(/.,- 1
LASKA SCHOENFELDER, Commissioner
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SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company
Within The State Of South Dakota

This is to certify that

HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IOWA
D/B/A HICKORY TECH CORPORATION

is authonzed to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota

This certificate is 1ssued in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD
2010 24 02, and is subject to all of the conditions and limitations contained in
the rules and statites governing its conduct of offering telecommunications
services

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this day of j harglly 1997

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION:

) 7

“
_ 22U ‘ yile
AMES A BURG, Chairman

7,94 ",’fu 4 .',"‘«,«
LASKA SCHOENFELDER Cov{mﬂ‘s‘s.onm
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