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South Dakota Telecommunications Association
January 28, 2011

Ms. Patty Van Gerpen, Executive Director
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 East Capitol Ave.

State Capitol Building

Pierre, SD 57501

RE: Docket RMO05-002, In the Matter of the Revisions and/or Additions to the
Commission’s Switched Access Rules

Dear Ms. Van Gerpen:

The Commission’s “Notice of Public Hearing to Adopt Rules” issued in this matter indicates that
interested parties may submit any additional comments related to the specific rules being
proposed by the Commission on or before January 31%, 2011.

As a means of supplementing the record in this matter and expressing support for the specific
administrative rule revisions/additions that have been proposed, SDTA would refer the
Commission to its earlier comments filed in this matter on June 15, 2010 and June 28, 2010. In
addition, we would rely on SDTA’s Direct Testimony filed in Docket TC10-014 (In the Matter of
the Investigation of Pricing Regulation for Switched Access Services Provided by Competitive
Local Exchange Carriers) (a copy is attached).

In regards to the administrative rule changes proposed and in responding to earlier related rule
proposals, SDTA has consistently focused comments around two major concerns. First, we
have emphasized the need for the Commission to remain cognizant of the different service
obligations and regulations imposed by the FCC and this Commission on ILECs versus CLEC
entities and the resulting cost of service differences that exist between such carriers. Based on
these concerns, we have urged the Commission to limit any of its rule changes to addressing
the switched access rates of CLEC entities and not those of ILEC entities which warrant a
different rate regulation approach. Secondly, we have also stressed that any adopted rule
revisions should be consistent with the “rural safeguards” and other provisions found in the
federal and state law that are intended to discourage selective marketing by CLECs and prevent
geographic rate de-averaging between rural and urban areas. Related to this particular
concern, we have noted previously in this docket the importance of maintaining a requirement
that carriers providing switched access services must charge the same rate in all areas of the



State (that carriers may not charge exchange specific switched access rates or otherwise
geographically de-average such rates).

SDTA believes the rules, as proposed and attached to the Commission’s Notice of Public
Hearing issued in this matter, satisfactorily address these stated concerns.

We thank the Commission for this additional opportunity to provide comment and for its
consideration of all of the comments we have filed in this proceeding.

A copy of these comments has been sent electronically to all listed on the Commission’s service
list for this Docket.

Sincerely,

Q.

Richard D. Coit
Executive Director and General Counsel




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that an original of the foregoing Letter/Comments filed in this rulemaking proceeding
(Docket RM05-002), dated January 28th, 2011, was served upon the PUC electronically, directed to the
attention of:

Ms. Patty Van Gerpen, Executive Director
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol Building

500 East Capitol Ave.

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

A copy was also sent by e-mail to each of the following individuals:

Ms. Karen E. Cremer Ms. Bobbi Bourk

Staff Attorney Staff Analyst

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 East Capitol 500 East Capitol

Pierre, SD 57501 Pierre, SD 57501
karen.cremer@state.sd.us bobbi.bourk@state.sd.us
605-773-3201 - voice 605-773-3201 - voice
866-757-6031 — fax 866-757-6031 — fax

Mr. Richard B. Severy Mr. Thomas F. Dixon
Assistant General Counsel Assistant General Counsel
Verizon Verizon

201 Spear Street 9th Floor 707 17th Street #4000

San Francisco, CA 94105 Denver, CO 80202
richard.b.severy@verizonbusiness.com thomas.f.dixon@verizon.com
415-228-1121 - voice 303-390-6206 - voice
415-228-1094 - fax 303-390-6333 - fax

Mr. David A. Gerdes Mr. Brett M. Koenecke
Attorney At Law Attorney At Law

May Adam Gerdes & Thompson, LLP May Adam Gerdes & Thompson, LLP
PO Box 160 PO Box 160

Pierre, SD 57501-0160 Pierre, SD 57501-0160
dag@magt.com koenecke@magt.com
605-224-8803 - voice 605-224-8803 — voice

605-224-6289 - fax 605-224-6289 — fax



Mr. James M. Cremer Mr. William M. Van Camp

Attorney At Law Attorney At Law

Bantz Gosch & Cremer, LLC Olinger Lovald McCahren & Reimers, PC
PO Box 970 PO Box 66

Aberdeen, SD 57402-0970 Pierre, SD 57501-0066
jcremer@bantzlaw.com bvancamp@®@olingerlaw.net
605-225-2232 - voice 605-224-8851 ~ voice

605-225-2497 - fax 605-224-8269 - fax

Ms. Meredith A. Moore Mr. Thomas J. Welk

Attorney At Law Attorney At Law

Cutler & Donahoe, LLP Boyce Greenfield Pashby & Welk, LLP
100 North Phillips Avenue 9th Floor 101 North Phillips Avenue, Suite 600
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6725 Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5015
MEREDITHM@CUTLERLAWFIRM.COM tjiwelk@bgpw.com

605-335-4950 - vaice 605-336-2424 - voice

605-335-4961 - fax 605-334-0618 - fax

Mr. Christopher W. Madsen Mr. George Baker Thomson, Jr.
Attorney At Law Corporate Counsel

Boyce Greenfieid Pashby & Welk, LLP Qwest Corporation

101 North Phillips Avenue, Suite 600 1801 California Street, Suite 1000
Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5015 Denver, CO 80202
cwmadsen@bgpw.com george.thomson@gwest.com
605-336-2424 - voice 303-383-6645 - voice

605-334-0618 - fax 303-383-8588 - fax

Mr. Jeffrey D. Larson Mr. Talbot Wieczorek

Attorney At Law Attorney At Law

Larson & Nipe Gunderson Palmer Nelson & Ashmore, LLP
PO Box 277 PO Box 8045

Woonsocket, SD 57385 Rapid City, SD 57709
jdlarson@santel.net tiw@gpnalaw.com

605-796-4245 - voice 605-342-1078 - voice

605-796-4227 - fax 605-342-0480 - fax



Ms. Darla Pollman Rogers

Attorney At Law

Riter Rogers Wattier & Northrup, LLP
PO Box 280

Pierre, SD 57501-0280
dprogers@riterlaw.com
605-224-5825 — voice

605-224-7102 — fax

Ms. Kathryn Ford

Attorney At Law

Davenport Evans Hurwitz & Smith, LLP
PO Box 1030

Sioux Falls, SD 57104
kford@dehs.com

605-357-1246 - voice

605-251-2605 - fax

Dated this 28" day of January 2011

Ms. Margo D. Northrup

Attorney At Law

Riter Rogers Wattier & Northrup, LLP
PO Box 280

Pierre, SD 57501-0280
m.northrup@riterlaw.com
605-224-5825 - voice

605-224-7102 ~ fax

Richard D. Coit, General Counsel

South Dakota Telecommunications Association
PO Box 57

320 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501-0057






