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Northern Valley Communications, L.L.C. ("NVC") hereby submits the following 

comments on the proposed telecommunications switched access rules, ARSD Chapter 20:10:27, 

following the public hearing on the proposed rules held January 20, 2011. 

1. General Comments.  Except as provided in paragraph 2 hereof, NVC accepts the 

changes proposed in the rules, and refers the Commission to NVC's prior filed 

comments dated June 15 and 28, 2010, which it incorporates by this reference. 

2. Proposed Revisions.  NVC requests the Commission adopt the following revisions 

to the following rule (changes are underlined): 

20:10:27:02.02. Exceptions for determination of switched access rates 

of competitive local exchange carriers.  A competitive local exchange 

carrier may charge different rates than the rates established in § 

20:10:27:02.01 if it meets one of the following exceptions: 

(1) If a competitive local exchange carrier offers service throughout 

all the exchanges where it operates, the competitive local exchange 

carrier may charge intrastate switched access rates that do not exceed 

the rate established by § 20:10:27:12.  A competitive local exchange 

carrier must offer local exchange service throughout all of the 

exchanges where it operates using its own facilities or in combination 

with facilities owned by its wholly owned subsidiary; or 

(2) If a competitive local exchange carrier believes that a higher rate than 

the rate allowed under § 20:10:27:02.01 is justified under price regulation, 

the carrier may file a cost study in accordance with chapters 20:10:27 to 

20:10:29 to determine its fully allocated cost of providing switched access 

services.  In addition to considering the fully allocated cost of providing 



switched access services.  In addition to considering the fully allocated 

cost of providing switched access services, the commission shall consider 

the other factors in SDCL 49-31-1.4 in its determination of the 

competitive local exchange carrier's price for switched access services. 

3. Rationale for Proposed Change.  This proposed change adopts the concept of the 

original draft version of this rule as proposed by the Commission on June 1, 2010.  

This proposed change would allow a CLEC, which offers service with its own 

facilities, or those of a wholly owned subsidiary, to charge switched access rates 

established by 20:10:27:12.  This change recognizes the investment necessary to 

meet the burden of serving throughout the service area.  This exception would 

ensure service to remote and rural areas with modern facilities by extending to the 

CLEC that serves throughout the service area the incentive of a higher rate.  This 

would be consistent with federal policy, which encourages competition in rural and 

underserved areas by allowing higher switched access rates for rural CLECs. 

4. Conclusion.  NVC requests the Commission adopt the proposed rules, as modified 

herein. 

Dated this 31st day of January 2011. 

 

BANTZ, GOSCH & CREMER, L.L.C. 

 

 James M. Cremer  

James M. Cremer 

Attorneys for Northern Valley Communications, L.L.C. 

305 Sixth Avenue SE 

P.O. Box 970 

Aberdeen, SD  57402-0970 

605-225-2232 

605-225-2497 (fax) 

jcremer@bantzlaw.com 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 

served electronically on the 31st day of January 2010 upon the following: 

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen 

Executive Director 

SD Public Utilities Commission 

500 East Capitol Avenue, 1st Floor 

Pierre, SD  57501-5070 

605-773-3201; 866-757-6031 (fax) 

patty.vangerpen@state.sd.us 

 

Ms. Karen E. Cremer 

Staff Attorney 

SD Public Utilities Commission 

500 East Capitol Avenue, 1st Floor 

Pierre, SD  57501-5070 

605-773-3201; 866-757-6031 (fax) 

karen.cremer@state.sd.us 

 

Ms. Bobbi Bourk 

Staff Analyst 

SD Public Utilities Commission 

500 East Capitol Avenue, 1st Floor 

Pierre, SD  57501-5070 

605-773-3201; 866-757-6031 (fax) 

bobbi.bourk@state.sd.us 

 

Mr. Richard B. Severy 

Assistant General Counsel 

Verizon 

201 Spear Street, 9th Floor 

San Francisco, CA  94105-1679 

415-228-1121; 415-228-1094 (fax) 

richard.b.severy@verizonbusiness.com 

 

Mr. Thomas F. Dixon 

Assistant General Counsel 

Verizon 

707 17th Street #4000 

Denver, CO  80202-3432 

303-390-6206; 303-390-6333 (fax) 

thomas.f.dixon@verizon.com 

 

Mr. David A. Gerdes 

Attorney at Law 

May Adam Gerdes & Thompson LLP 

P.O. Box 160 

Pierre, SD  57501-0160 

605-224-8803; 605-224-6289 (fax) 

dag@magt.com 

 

Mr. Brett M. Koenecke 

Attorney at Law 

May Adam Gerdes & Thompson LLP 

P.O. Box 160 

Pierre, Sd  57501-0160 

605-224-8803; 605-224-6289 (fax) 

koenecke@magt.com 

 

Mr. William M. Van Camp 

Attorney at Law 

Olinger Lovald McCahren & Reimers PC 

P.O. Box 66 

Pierre, SD  57501-0066 

605-224-8851; 605-224-8269 (fax) 

bvancamp@olingerlaw.net 

 

Ms. Meredith A. Moore 

Attorney at Law 

Cutler & Donahoe LLP 

100 North Phillips Avenue, 9th Floor 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104-6725 

605-335-4950; 605-335-4961 (fax) 

meredithm@cutlerlawfirm.com 

 

 

Mr. Thomas J. Welk 

Attorney at Law 

Boyce Greenfield Pashby & Welk LLP 

101 N. Phillips Avenue, Suite 600 

Sioux Falls, SD  57117-5015 

605-336-2424; 605-334-0618 (fax) 

tjwelk@bgpw.com 

 



Mr. Christopher W. Madsen 

Attorney at Law 

Boyce Greenfield Pashby & Welk LLP 

101 N. Phillips Avenue, Suite 600 

Sioux Falls, SD  57117-5015 

605-336-2424; 605-334-0618 (fax) 

cwmadsen@bgpw.com 

 

Mr. George Baker Thomson, Jr. 

Corporate Counsel 

Qwest Corporation 

1801 California Street, Suite 1000 

Denver, CO  80202-0057 

303-383-6645; 303-383-8588 (fax) 

george.thomson@qwest.com 

 

Mr. Jeffrey D. Larson 

Attorney at Law 

Larson & Nipe 

P.O. Box 277 

Woonsocket, SD  57385-0277 

605-796-4245; 605-796-4227 (fax) 

jdlarson@santel.net 

 

Mr. Richard D. Coit 

Executive Director & General Counsel 

SDTA 

P.O. Box 57 

Pierre, SD  57501-0057 

605-224-7629; 605-224-1637 (fax) 

richcoit@sdtaonline.com 

 

Mr. Talbot Wieczorek 

Attorney at Law 

Gunderson Palmer Nelson & Ashmore 

LLP 

P.O. Box 8045 

Rapid City, SD  57709-8045 

605-342-1078; 605-342-0480 (fax) 

tjw@gpnalaw.com 

 

Ms. Darla Pollman Rogers 

Attorney at Law 

Riter Rogers Wattier & Northrup LLP 

P.O. Box 280 

Pierre, SD  57501-0280 

605-224-5825; 605-224-7102 (fax) 

dprogers@riterlaw.com 

 

Ms. Margo D. Northrup 

Attorney at Law 

Riter Rogers Wattier & Northrup LLP 

P.O. Box 280 

Pierre, SD  57501-0280 

605-224-5825; 605-224-7102 (fax) 

m.northrup@riterlaw.com 

 

Ms. Kathryn Ford 

Attorney at Law 

Davenport Evans Hurwitz & Smith LLP 

P.O. Box 1030 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104 

605-357-1246; 605-251-2605 (fax) 

kford@dehs.com 

 

 

James M. Cremer  

James M. Cremer 

BANTZ, GOSCH & CREMER, L.L.C. 

Attorneys for Northern Valley Communications, L.L.C. 

305 Sixth Avenue SE 

P.O. Box 970 

Aberdeen, SD  57402-0970 

605-225-2232; 605-225-2497 (fax) 

jcremer@bantzlaw.com 

 


