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Figure 2-1-Gas Processing is Not a Pipeline Function

2.2.1.2.1 Natural Gas Processing

Natural gas processing is not regulated under the federal
gas: pipeline safety standards. Gas is removed from transpor
tation for processing, and the residue gas after processing is
ret\lmed to transportation at the plant outlet. For this reason,
when there is no gas gathering beyond a natural gas process
ing plant as shown in Figure 2-1, the endpoint of gathering is
the plant inlet.

2.2.1.2.2 Gas Treatment

Gas treatment often occurs in conjunction with gas pro
cessing or compression and in such cases is considered to be
part of those operations. In some cases, however, gas treat
ment operations involve significant stand-alone facilities
(e.g., a sulfur recovery or large dehydration facility). When
there is no gas gathering beyond a stand-alone gas treatment
facility as shown in Figure 2-2, the endpoint of gathering is
the facility outlet.
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A gathering line gas treatment
facility is one or a series of gas
treatment operations, other
than production treatment, for
the purpose of removing
impurities (e.g., water, solids,
basic sediment and water,
sulfur compounds, carbon
dioxide, etc.).

Figure 2-2-Gas Treatment is a Distinct Function on Many Gathering Systems
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