
 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING 
OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE 
NATURAL GAS INCIDENT OF  
MARCH 8, 2007, IN MITCHELL, 
SOUTH DAKOTA.  

 
Docket Number:  PS07-002 

  

PETITION TO INTERVENE BY 
DENNIS BURNHAM 

 
  

 
 Dennis Burnham (hereinafter "Burnham"), through his 

counsel, Mark D. O'Leary, petitions the Commission to allow 

his intervention in the above referenced matter, and states 

as follows: 

1. Burnham owned the single family residence located at 

1616 Bridle Drive, Mitchell, South Dakota.  Mr. 

Burnham's home was totally destroyed as a result of 

the March 8, 2007, explosion. 

2. Burnham has previously advised Commission Staff of his 

interest regarding the pipeline explosion. 

3. Burnham reasonably believes that he could be adversely 

affected if he is not permitted to intervene as he 

would have no meaningful role in the investigation; 

including selection of independent experts should 

destructive testing become necessary during the 

investigation. 
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4. Burnham, or those acting on his behalf, have retained 

both a cause & origin expert and a professional 

engineer to assist him in the investigation of this 

explosion.  Burnham's retained experts should be 

allowed to participate in joint testing, examinations, 

and inspections, as the need arises, in order that the 

interests of Burnham may be protected. 

5. As a result of the loss of his property, the interests 

of Burnham in the investigation are peculiar to him 

and distinguishable from the interests of the public 

at large. 

 WHEREFORE, Burnham respectfully petitions the 

Commission to allow him to intervene in this matter. 

  
 Dated this the 25th day of July, 2007. 
 

 O'Leary Law Office 
 
 
 /S__________________ 
 Mark D. O'Leary 
 3500 S. Phillips Ave. 
 Ste 120 
 Sioux Falls, SD 57105-6864 
 (O) 605-334-4506 
 (F) 605-334-3136 
 olearyoffice@midconetwork.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I,  Mark D. O’Leary, certify that on this the 25th day of 
July, 2007, IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING OF THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE NATURAL GAS INCIDENT OF  
MARCH 8, 2007, IN MITCHELL, SOUTH DAKOTA., Docket 
Number:PS07-002, Before the Public Utilities Commission of 
the State of South Dakota, I served the following 
document(s): 
 

1.  Petition to Intervene by Dennis Burnham; and, 
  
2.  Certificate of Service.  

 
by electronic means in accordance with ARSD 20:10:01:02.02, 
addressed to: 
 
Patricia Van Gerpen 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
patty.vangerpen@state.sd.us 
 
Kara Von Bockern, Esq. 
Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Capitol Building, 1st floor 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 
Kara.vanbockern@state.sd.us 
 
Martin Bettman 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 
Martin.bettmann@state.sd.us 
 
Mr. Roy A. Wise, Esq. 
Richardson, Wyle, Wise, 
Sauck & Hieb, LLP 
P.O. Box 1030 
Aberdeen, SD 57402-1030 
rwise@rwwsh.com 
Attorney for Lemke Excavating 
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Sandra Hoglund Hanson, Esq. 
Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP 
P.O. Box 1030 
Sioux Falls, SD  57101-1030 
shanson@dehs.com 
Attorney for North Western Energy 
 
Mr. Mark J. Arndt 
May & Johnson, P.C. 
P.O. Box 88738 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8738 
marndt@mayjohnson.com 
Attorney for Robert Lorenz, 1612 Bridle Drive 
 
Mr. Jason W. Shanks 
May & Johnson, P.C. 
P.O. Box 88738 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8738 
jshanks@mayjohnson.com 
Attorney for Ann & Arend Kuyper, 1613 Bridle Drive 
Darla & Carl Johnson, 1605 Bridle Drive  
 
Michael J. Schaffer 
Schaffer Law Office, Prof. L.L.C. 
412 West 9th Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-3602 
mikes@schafferlawoffice.com 
Attorney for Bailey Plumbing 
 
Jeffrey M. Baill 
Yost & Baill, LLP 
2050 U.S. Bank Plaza 
220 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
jbaill@yostbaill.com 
Attorney for Doris Fenenga 
 
 
 _/S__________________ 
 Mark D. O'Leary 
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