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Douglas, Tina  (PUC)

Subject: FW: EL14-106

 
 

From: Van Gerpen, Patty  
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 9:15 AM 
To: Douglas, Tina (PUC) 
Subject: EL14-106 
 
Tina: 
 
Please post the following messages in the NorthWestern Energy rate case docket, EL14‐106, under Comments and 
Responses. (Hubner’s full name, business name and title, address and phone number were included with his other 
message/attachments which I just forwarded to you.) 
 
‐Patty 
 

From: Nelson, Chris  
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 8:03 AM 
To: Gregg Hubner 
Cc: Van Gerpen, Patty 
Subject: RE: rate hike 
 
Gregg, 
  
Thanks for your email.  Yes, we do receive and read wind related news clippings from all the newspapers in the state.   
  
As you correctly note, if a wind farm greater than 100 Mw is proposed, it will require a siting permit from the PUC.  That 
process will include public input sessions and an opportunity for intervention by interested 
parties.  http://www.puc.sd.gov/commission/Publication/sitinghandout.pdf further explains that process. 
  
Because the NWE rate case is an open docket, I am required by law to have your comments to me on that subject and 
my response posted in the public comments section of the website for that docket.  You can view all of the information 
filed in the NWE docket at http://www.puc.sd.gov/Dockets/Electric/2014/el14-106.aspx .   
  
Sincerely, 
Chris 
  

From: Gregg Hubner [gregghubner@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 07, 2015 8:45 PM 
To: Nelson, Chris 
Subject: rate hike 

HI, Chris  
 
I hope you've been following the letters to the editor in Mitchell papers but also in Avon Clarion.  I've been on 
to these wind developers about 8 years after taking a one day seminar at a real estate CE class.  The developers 
come into a community, form a LOCAL group, pursue the respected farmers in the community so that they are 
their link to getting the easements.  Your neighbor comes out and signs up your easement, never says it might 
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be a German corporation that might be driving across your land, never explains the contract that has a 35 year 
auto renewal clause if they as much as move a spade full of dirt in a certain time period.  These are facts, 
because this is just what they did here.  Beethoven started producing electricity May 28, BayWa from Germany 
owned it for 2 months.  Now they are selling it to Northwestern Energy and they are going to make their 
customers pay for it.  The NW customers will pay for the wind farm, the developers and investors are gone with 
their profits.  Now they stick all the old people living on fixed incomes where their utility bill might be their 
biggest monthly bill and give them a 20% increase plus the 9 million annual increase to pay for the wind 
farm.  And if you read the article it hints that NWE might shut them down if they don't need the electricity.  It's 
a scam and I certainly hope my PUC members understand it.  I've been a conservative all my life and have 
supported you more than once.  I see John Thune got over 20K the last election cycle from the American Wind 
Energy Assn, Kristi Noem gets 5 grand from Warren Buffet, and Mike Rounds sends me a letter that says he's 
against the PTC in the long run, but wants to see it stay in effect a few more years.  What sense does that 
make?  I've got volumes of documents for you to read, but I will save them when they try to get permitted for 
these next 100 towers.  Right now they've got our county zoning board and county commissioners completely 
duped.  We tried to get a 2 mile setback from a house, they went with 1000 ft., or 550 ft. if you sold an 
easement.  We had 22 letters on our side, 45 people at the meeting, over a dozen spoke, they had nothing except 
the developer and one 80 year old man that couldn't hear them when his tractor was running.  But they did not 
give us the time of day.   
 
I send you this because I don't want you to make the NWE customers pay for a $143 million dollar bad idea.   
 
 
--  
Gregg C. Hubner 
AVon, SD 
 
Gregg Hubner 
Real Estate Broker & Certified General Appraiser 
Hubner Auction & Realty Inc. 
29976 406th Avenue 
Avon, SD 57315 
Office: 605‐286‐3205  
 

 


