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SD Public Utilities Commission
Attn: Brian Rounds

500 E. Capital Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

RE: Docket EL12-045 - In the Matter of the Request by Otter Tail Power Company
for Approval of Transfer of Construction Permit
Our File: 6500

Dear Brian:
Recently you inquired of me regarding additional information on this docket.

Specifically, you asked how and when the company intends to recertify the permit per SDCL 49-
41B-27.

Construction of the Bigstone to Brookings project will require an additional permit to construct
the southern portion of the line. Xcel Energy and Otter Tail Power are currently refining the
route and details of the necessary southern end of the line, that portion which has not been
previously permitted. At the time of the filing of the Petition for recertification we expect that
more information will be available regarding the route selection process for this southern portion
of the line.

You also inquired about additional detail regarding the Company’s intention to use the permit
gained in EL06-002 in combination with future permits in building the Bigstone to Brookings
MVP line.

The Company intends to recertify the permit by filing a petition to recertify before the end of
third quarter 2012. The petition will provide an update on the project and conditions in the
permit area, reaffirm the applicant’s agreement to the permit conditions and stipulations as well
as update the construction methods, both structures and techniques. The petition will also include
an update on our work with State and Federal agencies regarding conditions in the permit area.



We trust that with this information you will see clear to put this simple matter on the next
available agenda. I look forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,

MAY, AD%(M, GERDES & THOMPSON LLP

BRETT KOENECKE

BK/sjs
Ce: Darrin Larr

Kari Valley
Jennifer Smestad



