PUBLIC OPINION PETITION

To be submitted to the South Dakota Public Utilites Commission HEGE“’E
December 2009
JAN 05 2010
We the undersigned residents who are both taxpayers and customers of Black Hill Power, wish to express th KOTA PUBLIC
opinions and concerns. The companys request for a 26.6% increase in the electricity rate is UNFAIR for the follo COMMISSION
i &

#1. The economic impact on the consumer is far greater than the utility company indicates. They estimate

the typical monthly bill will increase about $18.00 based upon a monthly useage of 600 kw. Only the smailest

of users fall into this category. The company needs to defend this claim. It should also be noted that the impact

on the consumer does not end with his/her monthly bill. Every entity that we do business with will be raising their rates
to offset the losses that they would incurr. Everything trickles down to the "little guy" consumer.

#2. Any investment cost into the development and construction of new generating facilities should born by the utility. How many
industries have the luxury of funding expansion through consumer investment years before the expansion is realized. T
One could also question the logic of this expansion when the energy policies of this nation are in turmoil. What is the future of

"Cap and Trade" and other energy policies that only burden the consumer. Is this going to be the next reason for seeking
additional increases in the rates.

#3. In addition to believing that expansion investment by a company is the responsibility of the stockholders, so is the
responsibility of company management. If losses by a company are incurred through actions of their own, they shouid accept
the losses. To use over 11% of the proposed rate increase for dividends to be paid out is not acceptable. This sounds

so much like the corporate bail-outs we read about every day. We the people are expected to pay the bill.

We the People Have Had Enough!
We are asking the PUC to deny the request from Black Hills Power
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