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- Septeiniber 30,2000

_Patricia Van Gerpen ‘Executive Director . -
- South Dakota Public Utilities Commrssron '
_Capitol Bu1ldmg, lst floor” -

500 E. Capitol Ave.

P1erre SD 57501 5070

L RE Basm Electrrc Power Cooperatrve Deer Creek Statron EL 08 034

o Dear Ms Van Gerpen
L Sroux Valley Energy supports Basm Electrrc Power Cooperatrve 'S plan to burld Deer Creek Statlon near.
" thetown.of White, S.D. As’you are aware, the chosen location is within the Sroux Valley Energy service -
R terrltory and will d1rectly benefit its members. This additional- generatron resource is needed to meet the :
e mcreasmg electrrcal needs of our ex1st1ng and new customers. ~ o
L As a not-for-proﬁt rural electrlc d1str1but10n cooperatlve (whlch 1s owned and govemed by its members), LR
- Sioux Valley is a part of the Basin® Electric Power Cooperatlve/East River Eléctric Power Cooperative © - -~
" system. Sioux Valley drstrrbutes electr1clty 10 over 20,000 consumers- throughout eastern South Dakota
- ‘and southwest Minnesota. Sioux Valley Energy has seen steady load growth over the. last five yearsand -
.- isanticipating an annual load i increase of four percent until the year 2021. Sioux Valley is forecasting 1ts
“electric load will essentrally trlple wrthm a 20-year- time period. The cooperatrVe s annual sales have -
* increased 89 percent and annual revenues have grown by 87 percent over the last decade. While new. . .
: electrrc load is a driving factor, consumer capacity upgrades also have impacted load growth and demand.~ o
In fact, several of East River Electric’s substatlons used.to serve Sioux Valley consumers are at capacity -
or are overloaded and w1ll be upgraded this next year » :

' When Sioux Valley Energy s members ﬂ1p a lrght swrtch turn on therr drshwasher or pOWer up therr Sl
_grain drying equipment, they expect and demand affordable, reliable and safe electricity. - Sioux Valley -
Energy delivers that value to them. day in and day out. Deer Creek Statron will help the cooperatlve meet
, those needs now and in the future L : .

/‘ o Thank you for your consrderatlon in this matter We appreclate yodr dlllgence and work shown Co
. throughout the regulatron and srtlng process : L

SN

S Smcerely,

Don L. ‘Marke_'r,q(»}eneral’ anager/CEO~' ol
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