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Dew Interested Party: 

On August 26, 2005, Xcel Energy (Xcel) s~lbmitted an application to the South Daltota Public 
Utilities Coinlnission for a construction permit to build a new electrical trailsinission line in 
S o ~ ~ t h  Daltota. Xcel is proposing to construct a new 345 lulovolt trailsinission line from the Split 
Roclt Substation located mas Brandon, South Dakota to Lalcefield Junction, Miimesota. The 
entire transmission line is 86-miles in length; however, the postion of the trailsmission line in 
So-uth Daltota is approximately 9.6 miles in length and coinprises the western portion of the 
transmission line. The proposed site is described on the enclosed Notice of Public Heasing. A 
copy of the application is on file with the Milmehaha County Auditor. Filings in the docltet, 
iilcluding the application, may be accessed on the Coininission's website at www.puc.sd.aov. 

The So~ltll Daltota Public Utilities Conunissioil is holding a public input hearing regasding this 
docltet on September 22, 2005, at 7:00 pin at Tailgators in Brandon, SD. You are encou~raged to 
attend the public meeting to obtain inforlnation about the proposed project from Xcel and also to 
inforin the Coinmissioll of any coilcerns you migl~t have regasding the proposed trailsinission 
line. 

We look forward to visiting with you at the meeting. If you have any questions regarding the 
ineeting or the siting process please call 1-800-332-1782 and ask for Michele Fasris or Karen 
Cremer. 

Sincerely, 

l ~ i c l ~ e l e  M. Famis, P.E. 
Utility Analyst 



NOTICE OF' PUBLIC HEARING 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 

XCEL ENERGY TRANSMISSION CONSTRUCTION AND UPGRADE PROJECT 
FROM EAST OF SIOUX FALLS TO MXNNESOTA BORDER - DOCKET EL05-023 

WHEN: Thursday, September 22,2005 at 7:00 p.m. CDT 
WHERE: Marquee Room, Tailgators, Splitrock Blvd. at 1-90 Exit, Brandon, SD : . - 

P~wuant to SDCL 49-41B-15 and 49-41B-16, the Soultll Dakota P~lblic Utilities 
Commission (Commission) will hold a p~zblic inp~lt hearing at the above time and place on an 
application filed by Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy (Xcel) for a new 345 
kilovolt Split Rock - Lalcefield J~mction tsanslnission line and a s~lbstation ~lpgsade east of Sioux 
Falls. Xcel is req~zesthg a permit to construct a new 345 1cV transn~ission line born its-Split Rock 
s~zbstation located near the Ang~ls Anson generating station east of Sioux Falls north .6-nlile to 
the north side of 1-90> then east on the north side of 1-90 for 4.6 miles to Westem Area Power 
Admillistsation's (WAPA) existing White-Sioux City 345 1V line and a new 3 45 1N line on the 
~0~1 th  side of 1-90 from the WAPA White-Sioux City line east 4.5 nliles to tile Minnesota border. 
The project wo~lld also ~zpgrade Xcel's existing Splitrock S~lbstation east o-f Sio~w Falls to 
accommodate the new 345 1cV htercolmection. The entirety of the new line constsuction and 
substation facilities to be ~~pgraded me located in Minnehalla County east of Sio~uc Falls along or 
near 1-90 fkom Exit 402 to the Minnesota line. 

At the heasing, interested persons may appear and present their q~lestions, views and 
comments regarding the application. The application is on file in the Mi~mehal~a Co~u~ty 
A~lditor's office and in the Comnission's offke in Pieire and the application and all other 
doc~unents in the case nmy also be accessed on the Comnission's web site at www.p~~.sd.gov 
~mder "Colllmissioa Actions," "Commission Dockets," "2005 Electsic Dockets," "EL05-023." 

The pasties to tllis proceeding are c~u~ently Xcel and the Commission. P~usuailt to SDCL 
49-41B-17, my person residing in the area of the project, each m~ulicipality, co~u~ty, and 
governmental agency in the project area, my non-profit orgalization fornled 111 whole or in past 
to promote conservation or nahu-a1 bea~~ty, to protect the envirolment, personal health or other 
biological values, to preserve listorical sites, to promote consumer interests, to represent 
comnmercial and industrial gso~~ps, or to promote the orderly development of the project asea, or 
any interested person, may be granted fos~nal paly status in tl-is proceeding by malting written 
application to the Collmission as provided in ARSD 20:10:22:40 on or before October 25,2005. 
Application fornls for party status will be available at the p~bl ic  input hearing on September 22. 

For approval, Xcel must show that the proposed tmlsmnission ~lpgrade project will comply 
with all applicable laws and rilles, will not pose a threat of serious injury to the enviromnent nor 
to the social and economic condition of inlmbita~ts or expected inllabitants in the siting area, will 
not s~bstantially inlpair the llealth, safely or welfare of the inhabitants, and will not unduly 
interfere with the orderly development of the region with d~le consideration having been given to 
the views of governing bodies of zffected local ~ u i t s  of govelmnent. Based ~lpon these factors, 
the Co~nmission will decide whether the pennit should be gsanted, denied or gsanted upon such 



terms, conditions or modifications of the constnlction, operation or maintenance as the 
Commission finds are appropriate. 

Pmsuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, this hearing is being held in a pl~ysically 
accessible location. Please contact the Commission at least 48 hours prior to the hearing if you 
have special needs so mangements can be made to accommodate you. The Commission's contact 
information is: p l ~  (800) 3 32- 1782; fax (605) 773-3809; www.puc.sd.gov; 500 E. Capitol . . Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501. 


