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Ed Fallon

To South Dakota PUC:

There's nothing like courage to inspire principled acts of conscience. Perhaps the gutsy actions last week of two lowa landowners
fighting to stop the pipeline will inspire others to step forward, speak out, take action.

It took a lot of guts for Hughie Tweedy to go public about the conversations he recorded with a representative of the pipeline
company. In interviews that have been published in media across the country and beyond, Hughie recounts how in exchange for his
land, the rep "offered me women . . . not once, not twice, but three times."
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Hughie's life has been taken over with an endless string of media inquiries. He's even had to learn to use Facebook and a cell phone!
Hughie poked the giant -- and a poked giant is likely to poke back. News that Dakota Access offered prostitutes for access to land is
really, really bad public relations for the company. Add this to all the other stories circulating about pipeline representatives lying and
bullying, and more and more lowans are realizing that Dakota Access is a company that can't be trusted.

Or in the more blunt words of Hughie, "This bunch from the pipeline cartel — what I call 'em — is just a bucket of snakes and you
can't tell which head belongs to which tail. Their damage control will be all deniability. They'll say, well, that's not our contractor . . .
that's not our this, not our that.”

Another courageous lowa landowner is Vern Johnson, a quiet guy and polite to a fault. Vern also is persistent to the point of having
said "no" forty times to pipeline representatives wanting access to his land.

"l saw that most of them were from Louisiana,"” said Vern, who caught surveyors placing stakes on his property. Without a hint of
anger or malice, Vern "offered to go down to Louisiana and drive a steel post into their land. Well, after they thought about that a bit,
they came back and said they'd just pull out all the stakes they'd put on my land."

One of the surveyors told Vern they were going to follow an existing pipeline easement on his property. "The only problem with that,"
says Vern, "is | don't have an easement for another pipeline on my property." He even went to the county courthouse to verify that
such was the case -- another example of Dakota Access not being trustworthy.

Unfortunately, the pipeline company got its way. Vern was slapped with an injunction that allowed the surveyors to force themselves
onto his land. Despite his gutsy persistence, Vern lost that battle.

And we may lose other battles. But we can and will win the war. Nebraskans have stopped the Keystone Pipeline. And it was just a
couple years ago that a coalition of lowa seniors, landowners and environmentalists stopped a nuclear power plant that would have
been built with millions of dollars of rate-payer money. A few years earlier, lownas stopped two ill-conceived coal-fired power plants.
A decade ago, | worked with landowners in several counties who banded together to stop their land from being taken for recreational
lakes and essentially private airports.

Over and over again, when we stand strong and stand together, people can prevail against corporate and
government power. | believe that will be the case with this pipeline - but it will take commitment, sacrifice and
courage. I am willing to continue to push my own comfort zone in that regard, and | ask every concerned citizen
to ponder what more they can do as well.

Sincerely,

Ed Fallon

Talk Show Host and former lowa lawmaker






