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On March 25, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc., Dakota 
Telecom, Inc., and Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc. filed a request that the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) take steps 'necessary to 
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that it 6ei designated 
as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 47 U.S:C. § 214for 
certain exchanges specified in its petition. 

On March 27, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing 
and the intervention deadline of April 11, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On 
April 9, 1997, the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from AT&T Communications 
of the Midwest, Inc. (AT&T). On April 28, 1997, at its regularly scheduledme,eting, \he 
Commission granted AT&T's Petition to,lntervene. · , " , · 

On May 29, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. filed an amended 
petition asking for eligible telecommunications company· status only as to Dakota 
Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. (Dakota). 

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 
49-31, and ARSD Chapter 20:10:01. The Commission may rely upon any or all of these 
or other laws of this state in making its determination. 

:,:, 

The issue at this hearing is whether the Commission shall approve Dakota's request 
that it be designated as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 
47 U.S.C. § 214. 

The procedural schedule for the hearing shall be as follows: 

The hearing on Dakota's request shall be held on July 30, 1997, at 9:00 a.m., in 
Room 412 of the Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota. 

The public is invited to participate by testifying at the hearing. All persons so 
testifying will be subject to cross-examination by the parties. The order of the proceeding 
will be in the following sequence: (1) Applicant; (2) lntervenors; and (3) Staff. 

The hearing is an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26. 
All parties have the right to attend and represent themselves or be represented by an 
attorney. However, such rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not 



exercised at the hearing. If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place 
set for tt;i~[ir~i.!he,..fJmal g,etri~Jpr will be qasEJd!S9.l~!Yi onJ tEtstimony and evidence 
provid. ed, if any, s/UfiPQ the heariqg or-afi~,cll ~Elc.is{ot::1,91ay1-9,e.i~.S/J.~d by default pursuant 
to SDCL 1-26-20\' '..J. ·• · · I.Jt., ,l... _j .! ,., · ,., .•. r, · i . .J 

n1 ·o: 1 "JvlA fiO=J ',::,J50:1 ( ':'3'1\ll ,, IJ i!:J f.111Jrl. ,H .... :'"',.. ,~· 
, .,;he ~W1at;;si~n, after e~amining t)\1~ 1~yi~~<:e,afil9d11r,aring·testimony presented 

.j:>y the,partjes,, stial~jll~ Findin~ of..F,act, Coljl~ILJsions of Layt, and a-final Decision. As 
a result.pf ,The ~earing the Commission may either approve or reject the request for 
designation as an 

1
eligible telecommunications company. The Final Decision made by the 

,01 c~m ... frl\S. ~JP. ·Q. ~.8ej)b~.~PP~11~led -~Y /,he. ~2fi~J9'}~.·.~ .Gircuit ~ourt and the South Dakota 
. , Sup~eme, ~ouil as: provided by law. I\ 1s therefore,., . "· .. 
} 1 ._1 ':_:1l10Ut1,.;, ::.. ,\_, __ .-:..- ,: ,- .. i.., -,:10\ .. ,, 

·r1C ,) .s r6R1dE~1:o th~t'~ h~h~91Jhi1fb~)~~J'06~0o~khr~:~ t~q~i~t tor qe.signauon as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier at the time and place specified above·. 

1JriiHl c.irit~ - 1..--:.,·11\ h ,·..,..,-.···--··t ,1! 1,."'ii,...1n1t:· ·,~ .-:::·i'.·--·---:rr .;) r . . " ··-::,. 
"',, :, ' ,;- Pfitsuar;if to the Americans with Disabili,ti,es Ast! mis he~ring is being held in a 
i ·;i 1

ptiysi9~!tYJiilfs1~ibl~, location. Pl~i:ise q-ontact}he Pµgiifirqrnities Co111,mission at 1-800-
.... 332-1782 at least48Jjours prior to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements 
sr;ic~1g~"riihd~9t6 a'Bcoinrfigp,ate yod:'. ' ' ' ,. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE fl(. o 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this 
.:":' 't- (dbcllment has· treen served tO~ayfllpon ian patties of 

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service 
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly 
addressed en opes with charges prepaid thereon. 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
Colnmisskiners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

·~)!_~ 
wlf"IAM BULLARo, JR 
Executive Director, 
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