BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION -
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA | £

s T E.
~IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER FOR'AND NOTICE
DAKOTA ~° COOPERATIVE ) OF HEARING AND -
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, - INC.- FOR A ) PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBLE )
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER STATUS ) T097-030
PURSUANT TO 47 U.S.C. § 214 ) . i j_:_,*, o

On March 25, 1997, Dakota Cooperatlve Telecommunications, Inc., Dakota
Telecom, Inc., and Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc. filed a request that the
South Dakota Public “Utilities Commission (Commission) take steps’ necessary to
implement the regulations relating to the universal service fund and that it be'designated
as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in 47 U.S.C. § 214 for
certain exchanges specified in its petition.

On March 27, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of April 11, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On
April 9, 1997, the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from AT&T Communications
of the Midwest, Inc. (AT&T). On April 28, 1997, at its regularly scheduled meetmg the
Commission granted AT&T's Pet|t|on to- Intervene : ‘ Cror

On May 29, 1997, Dakota Cooperative Telecommumcat:ons Inc. filed an amended
petition asking for eligible telecommunications company status only as to Dakota
Cooperative Telecommunications, Inc. {Dakota).

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and
49-31, and ARSD Chapter 20:10.01. The Commission may rely upon any or all of these
or other laws of this state in making its determination.

The issue at this hearing is whether the Commission shall approve Dakota's request
that it be designated as an eligible telecommunications company as that term is used in
47 U.S.C. § 214.

The procedural schedule for the hearing shall be as follows:

The hearing on Dakota's request shall be held on July 30, 1997, at 9:00 a.m., in
Room 412 of the Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota.

The public is invited to participate by testifying at the hearing. All persons so
testifying will be subject to cross-examination by the parties. The order of the proceeding
will be in the following sequence: (1) Applicant; (2} Intervenors; and (3) Staff.

The hearing is an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26.
All parties have the right to attend and represent themselves or be represented by an
attorney. However, such rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not
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exercised at the hearing. If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place
set for the-figaring,, the Fimal Degision will be basedjsoiely; onj tgstimony and evidence
provided, if any, gup the hearlngo fin; 1De, gon;yay be.issued by default pursuant
to SDCL 1-26-20 ° FSJ Ffi’ ?‘ ?S e F
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The ngrﬁlssmn after e>gam|n|ng the,e,\{ideqcexandwhganng~test|mony presented
by thepaﬂtes,, shalegjge Findings of.fract, Cogglusions of Law; and a-Final Decision. As
‘a resuit. of’ the hiearmg the Commission may gither approve or reject the request for
desugnatlon as an eligible teiecommunlcat;ons company. The Final Decision made by the
1 mrmss S)bg app%aled byt the R ? lthe C;:rcwt Court and the South Dakota
Suplreme) provided by Iaw It is ] here are,. .
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- ‘ORIf)‘":‘RiED that a hearlng shal be jﬁﬁ don DTa(kBta s request for designation as an

ehg:ble telecommunications carrier at the time and place specified above.
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i st Iﬁursuant to the Amenca!ns w1th D:sablllltles Act thls hearlng is being held in a
physwally acceSS|bIe location. Plgase contact the PHQI[&U’(I[['[I&S Commission at 1-800-

i'339 1782 at Ieast 48chouqs prior o the heanng if you have spec:al needs so arrangements

I e 85 Hade 16 Bacom iodate you.. - . L

Dated a; P;erre Spg@Dakota this é dqy of July, 1997. |
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ne i I i ST SR s
The undersigned hereby certifies that this BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
il sdocument has Been served todaywon 4l patties of - Coh'lm|s§ioners Burg, Nelson and

!".ﬁ? "ii ‘ ‘ / /L.;; : . :
Pt ’7/ é; 7 Z- — Executive Director-

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
-Hist, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly Schoenfelder

address:z/)pes with charges prepaid thereon.
By: W m
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Wil IAMBULLARD JR.
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